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AY 2 M First Szssion. Fees pa 

3 BUY. _ +» GovernoreGeneral, es Seen 
His Hxoelleney the Right Honorable Sir Ronatp Cravrurp Munro Ferreuson, fa Member of S38 
His Majesty’s Most Honorable Privy Council, Knight Grand Cross of the Most Dis- 


tinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George, and Commander-in-Chief in a 
‘over. the Commonwealth of Australia. , 


- Ce te 


Hustraltan ational Government, 
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Prime Minister and Attorney-General .. The Right Honorable William Morris Hughes, P.C., K.C, 
Minister for the Navy .. “i -. The Right Honorable Sir Joseph Cook, Pp. Ca G. Cc, M. G, Poet 
Succeeded by es 
The Honorable W. Il. Laird Smith (28th. July, 1920), oe 
Treasurer Ke ais te .. The Right Honorable Lord Forrest, P.C., G.C.M.G@ 
e Sueceeded by 
The Right Honorable William Alexander Watt, P.C. (27th March, 1o18.)tttt 
Succeeded by 
The Right Honorah'e Sir Joseph Cook, p. C.. G.C.M.G. (28thjJuly, 1920). - 








Minister for Defence... oe .. The Honorable George Foster Pearce. ; 
Minister for Repatriation .. The Honorable Edward Davis Millen. j , hep 


Minister for Works and Railways .. The Right Honorable William Alexander Watt, P.-C. i 
Succeeded by : 

The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom (27th March, 1918), _ # 

Minister for Home and Territc ries we The Honorable Patrick McMahon Glynn K.C. {ft} 2 = > 


Succeeded by > 
The Honorable Alexander Poynton (4th Uobreaer 1920). a S* rae 
Minister for Trade and Customs .. -. The Honorable Jens August Jensen.} ‘ 


Succeeded by 
The Right Honorable William Alexander Watt, P.C. (138th December, 1918). 


Pa. 

Succeeded by 9 

The Honorable Walter Massy Greene (17th January, 1919). 4 

Postmaster-General ec vie -.- The Honorable Willian. Webster. t7+ $ 
Succeeded by ee 
The Honorable George Henry Wise (4th February, 1920). = 
Vice-President of the Executive Council .. The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom. woe 
Succeeded by a % 
‘ The Honorable Edward John Russell (27th March, 1918). * 
Honorary Minister = a .. The Honorable Edward John Russell. iF 
‘ Appointed Vice-President of the Executive Council, 27th March, 1u18, 3 
Honorary Minister £¥ a4 .. The Honorable Alexander Poynton. & 
Appointed Minister for Home and TYerritories, 4th February, Ben ‘§ 
Honorary Minister A, ce -- The Honorable George Henry Wise. '@ 
an Appointed Postmaster-General, 4th February, 1920. : 
Honorary Minister ae staf -- The Honorable Walter Massy Greene. F 
Appointed Minister for Trade and Customs, 17th January, 1°1%.* : 

Honorary Minister fA ny .- The Honorable Richard Beaumont Orchard** ik 
Honorary Minister bp at .. The Honorable Sir Granville de Laune Ryrie, K.C.M.G., C.B., V.D. ft A, 
Honorary Minister is fi -. The Honorable William Henry Laird Smith.tt rm 
Appointed Minister for the Navy, 28th July, 1920. ~ ea 
Honorary Minister The Honorable Arthur Stanislaus Rodgers.*** =F 








* Appointed 26th es 191 8. t ‘Beaches from Office, 13th December, 1918. ** Resigned office, 31st January, 
1919. tT Appointed 4th February, 1920. ttt Resigned 3rd Hepat 1920.——-ffTt Resignation from 
office gazetted, 15th June, 1920.—-—-*** Appomted 28th July, 1920. 








Senators, : | ~~ 
(From 1st July, 1920.) Ee iain: 
President—Senator the Honorable Thomas Givens. ae : ee 
Chairman of Committees—Senator Thomas Jerome Kingston Bakhap. 
*Adamson, John, C.B.E. (Q.) * Glasgow, Sir Thomas William, K.C.B., OM. a, 
Bakhap, Thomas Jerome Kingston (T.) D.S.0. (Q.) 
*Benny, Benjamin (S.A.) *Guthrie, James Francis (V.) 
Bolton, William Kinséy, O.B.E., V.D. (V.) Guthrie, Robert Storrie (S.A.) 

SBuzacott, Richard (W.A.) Henderson, George (W.A.) sF 
*Cox, Charles Frederick, C.B., C.M.G. (N. E W.) Keating, Hon. John Henry (T.) Ue AD 
Crawford, Thomas William (Q, ) *Lynch, Patrick Joseph (W.A.) Le 

De Largie, Hon. Hugh (W.A.) Millen, Hon. Edward Davis (N.S. W.) ee 
*Drake-Brockman, Edmund Alfred, C. B., C.M.G., *Millen, John Dunlop (T.) a 
D.S.0. (W.A.) *1 Newland, John (8.A.) Y 
*Duncan, Walter Leslie (N.S.W.) * Payne, Hon. Herbert James Mockford (r. y 
Earle, Hon. John (T.) * Pearce, Hon. George Foster (W.A.) . 
*Elliott, Harold Edward, C.B., C.M.G., DS 0O., 1 Plain, William (V.) 
D.C.M. €V.) Pratten, Herbert Edward (N- S.W. a 
Fairbairn, George (V.) Reid, Matthew (Q.) : 
Foll, Hattil Spencer (Q.) 1 Rowell, James, C.B. (S.A.) ee eS 
2Foster, George Matthew (T.) Bi *Russell, Hon. Edward John (V.) ns 
‘ *Gardiner, Albert (N.S.W.) Senior, ‘William (SARs gee 
*Givens, Hon. Thomas (Q.) Thomas, Hon. Josiah (N.S. W.) | & 


*Wilson, Reginald Victor (S.A.) — 


1. Appointed Temporary Chairman of Committees. 21st July, 1920. 2. Elected 13th December, 1919, 
21st July, 1920. 3. Appointed Temporary Chairman of Committees, 26th heen 1920. 
* Elected 13th December, 1919. Sworn, 1st July, 1920. 





































I presume that the>Vic- 


> Biocon administration, seeing 
we hear no complaints from them ; 
however that may be, I shall give 
rable members an opportunity to 


ac na have sek informed 
Dae ‘were bepghit to Mel- 


and that they were quartered 
" Domain, where they were in- 


1 : advertising irae for sale 


T can inform the Senate that authority — ) : 


by Australia, 





Adjournment. 5 ei 


ie RYAN.—On the ‘a8th. July. ma 

Sir Josern Coox.—Where? a He, 

Mr. RYAN.—The Forces were in- 
structed in the Domain how and when 
they were to fire, and how and when they 


were to- strike men and women. with iene 4, 
butts of their rifles. 


Sir Josepn Coox. —I do not believe it. | 
Mr. RYAN.—It is absolutely true, ig: 


and when an honorable member asks” tn 
question of the sort of a Minister, WOH 
ought not to be refused a reply, because 
it is one of great public interest, not only — 
to every ember of the House, but to the 
whole of the public. ie 
Mr. Lisrzr.—I beg to call attention to We 
the state of the House. is ae ot 


There not being a quorum present, ego 


Mr. 
p.m. 









; Tabu 
Speaker adjourned the House at 4.6. 








Senate. 


é \ . 


Wednesday, 25 August, 1920. 


( 





The Present (Senator the Hon. Te 
Givens) took the chair at 3 p.m., and read as 


prayers. 


LEAGUE OF NATIONS. 
AUSTRALIA’s CoNTRIBUTION TO EXPENSES. ‘oie 


Senator KEATING. —I ask the Min. 
ister representing ‘the Prime inister 
if his attention has been directed to 
a press cable published in Melbourne ‘ 
yesterday to the effect that an officer, aq 
intended officer, of the League of Nationa 
has announced that Australia is the only — 
Dominion that has, so far, failed to sub- 
scribe its proportion towards the upkeep _ oh 
of t'.e League. If the statement. as.) oe 
correct, to. 














is the Minister in a position t 
Say what the exact position is? 


Senator E. D. MILLEN. Whether 
the statement wads correct whew made or 
not J am not in a position to say, as that 
might be affected by an hour or two, but 


has been given to ee Lane amount: due 


mae ane) i 

3754 . PEPE 

POSTMASTER. GENERAL’S 
DEPARTMENT. 


TELEPHONE SUBSCRIBERS. 
Senator PRATTEN.—1I ask the Vice- 


President of the Executive Council 
whether he has yet received a reply to 
questions I asked in July last, with re- 
spect to the number of “telephone. sub- 
scribers and applicants for the installa- 
tion of telephone services. 


Senator RUSSELL.—On the 2ist J uly 
the honorable senator asked the following 
questions : — | 

1. What is the Rrahee of telephone sub- 
scribers in each State as at Ist July, 1920? 


2. What is the number of applicants waiting 
for the installation of telephone services on 
their premises as at July, 1920? 


(Totals for capital cities, suburbs, and coun- 
try to be given separately. ) 
I promised that the information would be 
obtained, and-I am now in a position to 
furnish the following reply :— 








Vic- |Queens- South lyrestérn| Tas- 
Ben N.8-W. | toria. | land. | AUS: | AUS: lmania. 
i “<) tralia. |. tralia. 
City f 10,414) 11,673) 5,988} 5,752) 3,711) 2,067 
Suburbs. 31,537; 20,678) 2,950 4,636| 2,204 251 
Gountry..| 27,201) 15,023) 12,607| 3,931} 3,521} 2,887 
2 
City 517 3847 295 230 100 51 
Sibiebe © 3,770) 1,104 252 355 28 
Country.. 879 740 92 656 44 85 
ba 
PAPERS. 


The following papers were presented :— 
Commonwealth Government Line of 
Steamers: Resumé of operations. 


Census and Statistics Act.— Regulations,— 
Statutory Rules 1920, No, 127. 

Norfolk Island.—Ordinance No. 1 of 1920.— 

_ Preserved Fish Bounties—together with 
Regulations thereunder. 


Seat of Government.—Ordinance No. 
1920.—_Meat—together 


1 of 
with Regulations 


thereunder. 
War Service Homes Act.—DLand acquired 
ft at— 
Auburn, New South Wales. 


Islington, Newcastle, New South Wales. 
Newbottle, Waratah, New South Wales. 


Commerce (Trade Descriptions) Act.—Regu- 
pe vone amended.—Statutory Rules 1920, 
o. 141. 


Customs Act.—Proclamation dated 11th 

August, 1920, revoking so much of pre- 
ihegre t 10US proclamation as relates to the ex- 
EO Jeb os of Superphosphate, bh 


“TSENATE, i 






































SHIPPING. _ : 
GOVERNMENT oe Mv 
Connexion: 4 


which I wea some time ago. | a 
Senator E. D. MILLEN. FE ac 
on the table of the Senate the f 


eh 


statement dealing with the sco 
operations of the Commonwealth G 
ment ae of ston ve | 


under the Snaisraiaan of. ‘the 
ment. 


COMMONWEALTH GOVERNME \ 
OF STEAMERS, 
RESUME OF OPERATIONS, 
The fleet of fifteen cargo steamers 
in 1916 by the Prime Minister form 
nucleus of the Commonwealth G 
Line, which now controls thirty-nine vesse 
an aggregate gross tonnage of 161,068 
These comprise  twenty- ‘three Gove 
owned vessels (including five wooden 
built in America) and sixteen ex 
sels. 
The object in establishing the Tine 
provide for the whee hee ony Pe: 


prevent Australia ‘being isolated ‘thea 
world’s shipping disruption, brought an 
the war. eae 

After operating for two years, th 
showed a net profit of £903,499, ade 
vision having been made for deprecia 
renewal reserve. In the year Pen 19 t 
profits amounted to £1,160,034. Th 
mated net profits, for the ‘year 1919- 
£220,000, the decrease being accounted 
the extended maritime - strike on +t 
tralian coast, which resulted in practi y 
whole of the Commonwealth fleet being la, 
in Australia for periods varying fro 2 
four months. 

Another factor which has. ‘materia | 
tributed to the decrease is that, owing 1 
congestion of shipping, which. prevaile 
whole of the ports in the United Kir 
vessels have taken alo long pe 10 
discharge and load acy Se 

Supplemental to the eatahUshiaen 
Commonwealth Line, the Governm 
undertaken an extensive shipbuilding 

The benefits to the Australian peoy 
establishment of the Line cannot he 
bv the direct profits of its operatio 
followine are amonest the hopeta te 


viee:— 







































ditions of the Australian Sea Car- 
tiage of Goods Act to outward bills 
of lading; 


in the bills of dine. 

ae the provision of opportunities for 
ah.) direct shipment from all United 
: Kingdom main ports; and 


Australian trade and the preclusion 
of any opportunities for any com- 
bination of ship-owners to exercise 
their powers in a way detrimental 
to Australian interests. 


4 howing the advantages which have been 
ded by the Line, it may be mentioned that 
ralian products, particularly wheat, were 
i Bee? in the stores, and were urgently re- 
quired elsewhere for national purposes. The 
overnment Line afforded material assistance 

aM connexion with freights, which were at 
} very much below the world’s ruling rate. 
general cargo the Commonwealth — Line 
bot the same rates of freight as the ordi- 
lines, but have never exceeded £7 10s. 
ton for wheat. 


hen the rate was fixed in February, 1918, 
mdon indicated that the ruling rate: for 


as being £11 10s. per ton. “As a matter 
ict, British vessels were quite unobtain- 
even at that figure, and at this time 


, ie., full cargoes ‘of wheat. Parcels of 
were carried at in and around £7 10s. 
on by other lines, but the rates quoted 
, as mentioned, to full cargoes. 


addition to carrying cargo overseas, many 
jhe vesséls controlled by the Line have been 
ized to relieve the congestion on the coast 
Australia, whilst others have been used for 
the carriage of phosphates from the islands. 
The following figures show the cargo carried 
the Government-owned vessels from the in- 
n of the Line to 30th June, 1920:— 


Cargo carried from United 
ngdom to Australia 


rgo carried from <Austra- 
ne. United Kingdom 


429,439 tons 
449,051 tons 
180,576 tons 


Total. ie oy 059,006 tons 


nap ‘fleet, Oris the time it has been under 
7 management ‘of the Commonwealth Line 
m je gee June, 1918); has ans the fol- 


Lae tons 
eGreatiBpritain, 40M). 212.757: tons 
ralian coastal cargo car- | 

Se RE i yee Gy 109,174 tons 





‘the application oe hai forms and con- — 


10s., inquiries made by chartering agents — 


588,829 tons 


previous years, 


bith Wey. 


“Aut Bul. 


The Commonwealth Line has hind to hia the 
strongest competition of the British Shipping 


Combine, whieh have threatened traders that, 
in the event of their shipping by the Com- 


monwealth Line, space would not be available 
for them on any of the Conference boats. In 
some cases, this threat has been actually car- 
ried into effect. Furthermore, shippers by the 
Commonwealth Line are liable to lose any re- 
bates accruing to them from shipments made 
by them on Combine steamers, 
ing. this opposition, 


advices from the officials of the Line indicate 


that for some time past there has been a 
steady weekly increase in the amount of pri-) 
vately-owned cargo shipped by the Common: | 


wealth vessels from the United Kingdom. 


It is not the intention of the Commonwealth i 
Government at the present time to undertake — 
the carriage of mails between Australia and” 


Great Britain, for the reason that the vessels 
which are at present owned and being built 


by the Commonwealth Government are essen- 


tially cargo steamers, and are unsuitable : both 


as regards speed. and accommodation for anon i 


steamers. 


AUDIT BILL. 


Bill (on motion by Senator E. D. Mit- 


LEN) read a third time. 


BUTTER AGREEMENT BILL, 
Second READING. 
Senator RUSSELL (Victoria view 


President of the Executive Council) 
[3.8].—I move— 


That this Bill be now read a second time, 


For, I think, the last three years in suc 


cession we have adopted the practice of 
selling collectively to Great Britain the 


surplus of our, exports. There was a 


general desire on the part of the Govern- 
ment, and, I think, also on the part of 


most of the dairymen of Australia, that 
this year, 


market. 


March of next year, 


se 


Notwithstand-_ 
the Commonwealth has 
received a fair share of support, and recent 


with respect to the surplus 
export:of butter, there should be a free” 
However, the British Govern- 
ment. decided dehnitale to control the 
distribution of butter until the 3lsb 
Honorable senators 


will recognise the position in which that 0 


places Australian producers. 


market. 


prospect of a market. for our surplus 
butter outside of Great Britain. 
year the dairymen through their organ- 
izations, and not the Government as in 





We pro- : 
duce more butter than is required to meet _ 
local consumption, and we naturally de- 
sire to export our surplus to the best. 
With the exception of a normal 
trade with the East, there is not much 


This 


have combined to deal 


8756 | Butter Agreement — 
Misicctively with the taper Govern- 
_ment, The Federal Government are not 
interfering in the matter, but there is 
a risk that the, price offering for butter 
in Great Britain may be so high that in- 
dividual producers may be tempted to 
endeavour to secure an unduly high price 
for their butter, and in that case Australia 
might be left without a sufficient supply 
to meet local requirements. The Bill 
is practically limited to one clause, giving 
to the Butter Pool, composed of people 


interested in the dairying industry, the. 


control of the export of butter. Power 


is given to the Commonwealth Govern- 


ment in the circumstances to prevent the 
exportation of butter by individuals. In 
a possible extreme case the Government 
“may exercise the power to temporarily 
impose an embargo on the export of 
butter to enable the local market to 


recover, and to ‘secure that our 
own people shall be ~— supplied. 
‘This is not quite normal trading, 


but that is due rather to conditions de- 
termined by Great Britain than to any- 
thing we have done ourselves. Still, it 
is a step towards that free market which 
all of us hope will very soon be estab- 
lished. A. contract has been made _ be- 
tween the producers of Australia and the 
_ British Government for the sale at 240s. 
per ewt. of all our surplus butter graded 
at 90, with a diffierence of ls. per cwt. 
per point, up or down. 

’ Senator Prarren.—Does not the Min- 
ister think that the Bill will have to be 
amended, in view of the price of 270s. 
mentioned in this morning’s press? 


. Senator RUSSELL.—Parliament tan- 
not be guided by newspaper rumours. I 
have made inquiries, and find that no 
official information has been received re- 
garding the matter mentioned by the 
honorable senator. 
ment has entered into the contract and 
signed it, and it has been signed, also, by 
the representatives of the Australian 
‘butter producers. It, is therefore not 
ey to be altered now. 
. Senator Pratren.—Is there any pro- 
vision for a share of any extra profits to 
go to the producers ? 


Senator RUSSELL.—No; the Aus- 


| Mean producers appealed to the British 
Government not to stipulate for’ any of 


‘those conditions. They wanted a straight- 


out flat rate, and the British Covenant 
ae their request. 


The British Govern-. 
































pS nt a has been one e 
Senator RUSSELL.—Yes, d 
I have cables here to that. effect, 
Senator J. F. Gururiz. —Do 
operative butter companies ap 
this Bill? ? 
Senator RUSSELL.—_Yes. T 
sentatives’ of the whole of the d 
of Australia have met on at. least 
dozen oceasions. They themsel: 3 
up the offer to the British Governm 
and I understand they have accepted 
contract in its entirety. They as) 
pass this Bill to protect them 8 


Hye} and it is the Pool that ha 
the responsibility of finding and 
ing the goods. We may have 
season, and an exportable surp 


Commissioners who may fix th 
locally. If they. fixed it at 1s. 

the British Government offer, ever 
man would want to export the w 
his butter with the result that A 


inca of hid Bill is to distribe eq ally iM 
not only the profits, but the responsi- 
eae to cite factory, So that, te 


butter factories approve of it? 


Senator _ RUSSELL.—Yes. We 
the Dairy Produce Pool Committee 
to control supplies effectively, and ae y ¢ 
ganize the scheme scientifically, 
whole control remains in the hand 
butter producers of Australia, 


Senator PRATTEN (New South 
[3.14].—I do not wish to oppose th 
in any way, but, judging by info 
which ‘has appeared from time to ti 
the g cay iba butter, the api: 


British market than the prics fixed 
contract. In tes press this mornit Y 


price that was to ‘be given ultin 
the. British Government for t 
butter of Australia.. In vie 
















































atica. so far as comparison 
ee world’ s markets is concerned, 


cers themselves have agreed to sel 


r PRATTEN.—Probably the 
f the butter producers of Australia. 
ntered into this agreement, through 
_tepresentatives, Mr, Sinclair and 
Osborne, in London, with their eyes 
_ A suggestion was made in another 
to put the matter again to tle 
le of the dairymen concerned, but 
, is, T think, wholly impracticable. — 
arly see that if the world’s parity 
utter is going, during the currency 
_agreement, to be at a very high 
ice, some reasonable arrangement will 
ve to be made through Government in- 
ntion in order to safeguard supplies 
the Home market, but what is going - 
hrough my mind is that, during the last 
elve months, the world’s parity for 
ter has been rising instead of falling. 
: 1s not too late, I should like to see 
» such clause incorporated in this 
| action as was put in the wool agree- 
_ by the Prime Minister (Mr. 
es), whereby if the British Govern- 
at obtained a very much higher price 


ss 


Oe an tral ae Mould a 
a part of the difference. There 
me every indication that the 


than 240s., rather than lower, dur- 


tay if we could get something in- 


eee, it would be for the benefit, of 
. -oducers, and if the agreement left 
n with a comparatively low world’s 
y, there would not be anything like 
me dissatisfaction at the ‘end of the 
ct as there may be in view of the 
s butter market again soaring up, 
Danish, Canadian, and [Irish pro- 
er getting about 300s., while the Aus- 
lian producer receives only 240s. I 
the reason for the Bill, and the prin- 
that rightly guide the Government 
controlling | oes a a 


oA i hes 


ce 






’s parity for butter is probably going - 


ated in the agreement to that effect, 





contract such as ‘this is current. ot see 
also the great advantages to the ee | 
but I am sounding a note of warning in — 
connexion with a possible low comparison, 
again to the disadvantage of the Aus-— 
tralian producer, and suggesting — also. 
some way by which, even if they a gree 
now to the 240s. _ they will not be able to 


Matar E. D. Mituen.—The  butter-’ eriticise so much if the world’s bia) BO | 
l against them. | ee o) 


Senator KEATING (Pasmaniay (3. 18]. 
‘—I have listened with interest to what — 
Senator Pratten has had to say, espe- 
cially in comparing the proposed arrange- 
ment with that in respect of wool, but — 
the conditions under which this contract i 
has been entered into are totally different — 
from those which prevailed at the time of sit! 
the. wool contracts.. Then we were un- — 
doubtedly in a period of war, and the 
Commonwealth Government had, and was” 
exercising, powers which it does not. pur- 
port to have or to exercise now in respect ny 
of this contract. The Commonwealth Mit 
Government is not entering into this con- 
tract for the sale of butter at all. As@ 
matter of fact, prior to the contract being — 
entered into, the Government was in com- 
munication with the Home authorities ain) 
the interests of the dairy producers of the 
Commonwealth in order to ascertain if ib 
was likely that the. Home authorities, 
through the Food Controller in Great Bri- 
tain, would require for the coming year, 
as they required during the period of the 
war, the surplus pr&iucts of the Com- _ 
monwealth in butter, and, I think, also 
cheese. It was only after considerable : 
correspondence that the Government was 
able to get any information from the 
Home authorities. The Government has 
recognised that it will not control butter 
as it controlled commodities donee the 
war. ie 
Senator Prarren.—But this Bill | give 
us a responsibility. 


Senator KEATING.—No; if tha) ‘al 
. orable senator looks at the ‘Bill, he will, 
see that it does not. The dairy “pro- 
ducers of the Commonwealth met and 
considered the circumstances. They. were Ae 
desirous that trade should be freed from ae 
the restrictions that prevailed during the 
war. They were prepared, through their 
own representatives, to negotiate direch — 
with the British Government if the latter 
decided to continue the control of butter — 
and cheese. As a matter of fact, cheese i 
has peat de controller.” But the ees ey 

































3758 Butter Agreement 
Government have resolved to continue 
the control of butter until the 31st 
_ March of next year, and they were pre- 
pared, through the Food Controller or 
the authorities in the Old Country, to 
enter into a contract for the purchase of 
the surplus butter supplies of the Com- 
monwealth. The Dairy Producers Asso- 
ciation appointed representatives to nego- 
tiate directly with the British authorities 
for the sale to the latter of the surplus 
butter of Australia at 240s. per cwt. 


Senator J. F. Gurarre.—For how long 
has that price been fixed ? 


Senator KEATING.—Until the 31st 
March of next year. Now, the British 
authorities naturally turn round and say 
to the producers, ‘‘How are you going 
to carry out this contract ? Suppose that 
some members of your organization choose 
to send their butter to America, or to the 
Hast, or elsewhere, where they can obtain 
a better price for it, where shall we 
stand ?’’ They, therefore, come to the 
Commonwealth Government, and_ say, 
“Will you see that this contract is en- 
forced ?’’ 
‘Our powers are limited, but we have 
an unlimited power over export, and we 
Shall make frovision by law that there 
shall be no export of butter from the 
Commonwealth except in. confonmity 
with the terms of the contract into which 
our producers have entered with you.’’ 
We are simply assisting the Imperial au- 
thorities—— 


Senator E. D. Mituen.—And we are 
doing it at the wish of both parties. 


Senator KEATING.—We are. safe- 
guarding the British authorities, and our 
dairy producers are quite willing that 
we should do so. If the price paid for 
Danish or Irish butter in Great Britain 
‘goes to 270s. or 280s. per cwt., how can 
we say that the producers of ‘the Com- 
monwealth shall get a corresponding 
rise? Senator Pratten may take it for 
granted that the negotiations which led 
up to this contract did not entirely ig- 
nore considerations of that kind. ue 
Sinclair and the other representative of 
our dairy producers in London would un- 
doubtedly advert to the possibility of 
fluctuations in the price of butter. But 
they have entered into a firm contract 
with the British Government, and the 
_ Jatter desire that that contract shall be 
fulfilled. All that the Commonwealth 
Government wish is that our producers 


In reply, the Government say, : 
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tract: As far as oie shs we 
insure that they shall do so, by 
tne the atch butter. We fs 


formance, and giving an assurance to. 
Imperial authorities that its pron 
will be respected. 

Senator E. D. Mittzn.—We are. 
ing an authority to make the s 
effective. Rees 

Senator KEATING.—Exactly. me 
British authorities: will recognise th 


that nt is in their power to do when 
restrict PEROT On to an extent th 


which has been entered into by 0 
ducers. 


orable senator see that this ae: 
dorsement of that contract? 


Senator KEATING.—1I ami noe 
to quarrel about terms. If our dai 
ducers choose to sell cane butter at 


to question the wisdom of that 
We -are not concerned with th 
ditions of the contract. Our 
producers have made their own a 
ments with their eyes open, and, 


is to see that el fulfil the contra¢ : re 


Vat 


[3.26].—I see no objection to this. 
but, if the Gane of our: exportabl 


(odenene is it the intention 
Butter Pool to entirely cut oO 
Eastern trade? The markets in 
Batavia, Java, Hong Kong, and 


pala markets, 
and the Hast. ae 
Senator FAIRBAIRN. —Then I 
objection to the measure. | Nae 
Senator RUSSELL Critiee 
President of the Executive © 
[3.27].—Most of the arguments 
have bees advanced upon the ae 


such as South f 





-markets which naturally belong 
. As Senator Keating has 
out, the Government have no- 
- whatever to do with the terms of 
ee ae butter producers of 


oe “Osborne, one of the ene 
They 
ntered et this contract ‘and we 
esire to assist them to give effect 
Until: recently we could have 


a7 


them the necessary assistance 


War Precautions Act. But, as that 
las ceased to operate, our powers are 
limited to those conferred by Customs 
les a 


na tor PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
; vl clause raises the question 
he powers conferred upon us by the 
s Act 1901-16, to, prohibit ex- 
: was under te ee a that 


, I assume that the 
hee ae 


Bans the oxnoee of butter, ex- 
in the way that is now proposed. 
Customs power is not sufficiently 
then, to cover the authority 


exercised in regard. to ex- 
ak aon under the War 
A ct, and — _the powers 


pe 


u ‘ ois thed! to such bi tales as can 
prohibited under that Act. The pro- 
ae mi. the Merk of the 






; batter. Prhest wool, 
i chandise, 





















































hes powers conferred upon us by 


pawaek hag been carried out. 


Ledanean of eS 





laud ‘geteralt ‘mer- 
and the importation of such 
commodities as sheep-dip or. other. ma- 
terial will have to be under ieee Acts. 


Clause agreed to. 2 
Clauses 3 and 4, preamble and title | 
agreed to. 1 eae ee 
Bill reported without aininghee ne 
report adopted. ee 





WAR SERVICE HOMES BILL. ae 


SEcoNnD READING. 





Debate resumed from 19th Ausuet a 
(vide page 3636), on motion by Sony ye 
. D, Mirten— nee 


ee this Bill be now read a second ari 


Senator REID (Queensland) [3.34].— 
I desire to congratulate the Minister for 
Repatriation (Senator E. D. Millen) on 
the work that has been so successfully ac- 
complished by the Department. The Mint as 
ister stated during the course of a very 
able and interesting second-reading speech — 
that_he had received congratulations con- - 
cerning the nature of the work that. is. 
being performed from men engaged in 
the business. As one who has had: some — 
experience In connexion with the build-— 
ing trade, and having had an opportunity 









of inspecting some of the cottages that 


have been constructed by the Depart- 

ment, I desire to express my appreciation 

of the satisfactory manner in which the 

It must be 

readily admitted by those who have in- 
spected the buildings constructed by the — He 
Department that they contain many con- — 
veniences, and our soldiers doubtless feel 
grateful to the Department for providing — 
such satisfactory homes when building ma- 
terial is expensive and labour scarce, NE 
am glad that the Minister for Repatria- 
tion is taking steps to prevent trafficking 
in properties on the lines mentioned, be- 
cause it would be unfair if others were 
allowed to become the gwners of homes 
originally constructed for soldiers. — 


I desire to bring before the Senate cer- 
tain information that has been supplied 
to me by the Builders’ Association in ree 
bane. There is a feeling abroad in 
Queensland—I do not know if there a ea 
any justification for it, but it should be che 


made public—that the buildings con. mye 






















structed by the Department are Roe 


more than they would if erected Py Laas iy ‘ 
vate contractors. Ai 








a) ee E. D. Nae ull can give a 
te definite and personal assurance that such 
is not the case,’ . 
Senator REID.—I am very. pleased to 
have the Minister’s assurance. Certain 
members of the Builders’ Association in 
Brisbane whose sons went to the war wish 
it to be clearly understood that they are 
quite willing to do their best to help in 
- erecting soldiers’ homes. J am _ person- 
ally acquainted with some of the builders 
who took contracts for the erection of 
homes, and who, owing to the increase in 
the price of material, lost money on 
houses that were erected through the 
Commonwealth Bank. They are not find- 
ing fault, because they undertook the work 
at too low a cost, and they would have 
been quite satisfied if they could have 
eompleted their contracts without show- 
ing a profit. I should like the Minister 
for Repatriation to make it clear whether 
or not more homes in Queensland have ~ 
been erected through the Commonwealth 
Bank than by the War Service Homes 
Department. It has been stated that 
soldiers are occupying many homes erected 
through: the Commonwealth Bank, and 
that the number built by the War Service 
Homes Department is very small. The 
members of the Builders’ Association in 


Queensland also state that if the War. tivities, is becoming involved. 


Service Homes Department intends con- 
‘tinuing erecting houses as at present in 
opposition to private contractors the De- 
partment should have to tender under 
the same conditions as the private con- 
tractors, in which case. the © con- 
tractors price would, they think, be lower. 
The Minister for Repatriation stated 
that, owing to the quantity of material 
the Department was able to purchase, it 
was able to do the work cheaper, and it 
must be admitted that under such cir- 
cumstances the Department is in a satis- 
_ factory position. Notwithstanding this, 
the builders have said that if the Depart- 
ment had to tender under the same condi- 
tions as they havé to observe, they believe 
_ that they could build them at a reduced 
cost. eae that is so I do not 
know. 
Another phase which I desire PAG Min- 
ister to explain clearly concerns the point 
that the Department is not free to en- 
_ gage labour how and where it likes. No 
_ person can be engaged on the building of 
war service homes without the Govern- 
- ment Department first going cap-in-hand 


a 4s s 
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to the Prades Hall, trom 
it has to take the Gra ae 
may be sent along. > aa 
Senator E. D. Mera oon 
is the honorable senator referr : 
Senator REID.—To Brisbane, 
not object to the Government a 
ing the Trades Hall if it can Be 
men available by so doing. — 
stand, however, that the Depar I 
no option ; it is bound to go. If 
the case, it indicates a serious po 
into which not only the Government 
many other people are drifting. — 
Department has handled the pro 
material very well; but why should 
bound to the Trades Hall in the 
of securing labour? The situation 
troduces an associated question” of 
siderable importance to the pub. fag 
refer to the opposition of the Trad 
Hall to the employment on war sery. 
home buildings of apprentices — 
provers. Antagonism in this re 
so strong that the whole of the 
ment buildings are being erected. 
apprentices or improvers being tak 
The Minister must see the dan, 
position which this is creating, a an 
the public, through private buildi 


builders have been ‘largely takin 
turned soldiers as improvers, at 
been doing their best to absorb the 
instructional institutions. The — 
is good, both for the returned m 
self and for the community. — B 
the work of building war servic 
returned men may not be taker 
improvers, the matter is surely seri 
It is ‘‘ up to’’ the Government to ta 


only to do this, but to see that } 
proper wages are paid to all m 
gaged. I repeat that I do not Res 
persenally in regard to the matters ¥ 
[ have brought ‘forward, but merel 
the various statements as’ they, hay 
handed. to me. ; 

In conclusion, -I again ae 
Minister for Repatriation (Senator 
Millen) on the character of the he 
which have come under my per 
notice, chiefly in Victoria. The 
a most useful type, and very ¢ 
and are being constructed at exe 
reasonable prices in view of th 
of Inaterial. 




























































eensland) [3.45].—I desire to add 
congratulations 40 those expressed 
the honorable senator who has just re- 
d his seat. I weleome this amending 
ure for the chief reason that it pro- 
to raise the amount which the De- 
ariment can advance to a soldier from 
) to £800. This should enable a man 
80 application has been recently ap- 
fed to secure a home similar, in the 
atter of value, to those which were ob- 
j it the commencement of the opera- 
of the Department. I have been 
ed also to note that the Bill intends 
nake an effort to prevent trafficking. 
n sure the Department is out to deal 
est it can towards our returned men 
whole, and not to pick and choose 
dividually. If those who have taken 
antage of the provisions of the War 
ee Homes legislation .at_its earliest 
are now going to make an effort to 
>a bonus, and so prevent others from 
ing by the Act, the Government 
be quite right in endeavouring to 
traficking. There is one type of 
returned men, however, which has not 
een able to benefit under the Act. I re- 
a class who went away and did ex- 
inarily good work at the Front, 
ly, Queensland miners. Land on 
ueensland gold-fields is held, within 

town boundary, on residence lease, and, 
side the boundary, on gold-fields home- 
tead lease. Under the War Service 
Homes legislation the Government will not 
make an advance for the acquirement of 
2 home on land other than freehold. 1 
salize the difficulties of the Department, 
_ would ask the Minister (Senator 
illen) to give the Commissioner 
etionary powers to enable him either 
ire a home which has been already 
a miner’s homestead lease, or to 
» money for building thereon. In 
nd some of the fields have been 
*orked out, and have become dairying or 
ning centres, If homes were erected 
hose parts, the nature of the tenure 


s 
nti 


ikely to be worked out the security 
ecrease; but the Commissioner 
_to have had personal business 
nee on a Queensland gold-field, 
knows the conditions. If he were 
etionary power, as I have in- 
e concession would be appre- 





) ld be quite as good as freehold. On. 


ceases to be eligible under the Bill the 


‘vanced to him. 





, on the work.of re- _ 


Senator ELLIOTT (Victoria) [3.49].— 
I desire also to congratulate the Minister — 
for Repatriation (Senator E. D. Millen) 
and the Government upon their efforts to 
do justice to our returned soldiers. There 
are ore or two points arising from the » 
Bill which I would like to bring forward — 
for consideration. Clause 10 provides. 
for the granting of advances up to £800 
For some time the amount of £700 has 
not been sufficient with which to pay for 
the erection of a suitable house,’ and 
the consequence has been that num- 
bers of soldiers have privately raised 
sums of £100 or £200 additional, in 
order to make up the. £800 or 
£900 required to build. I would like 
the Government to give consideration to ple 
such cases, and to be prepared to make an 
advance of another £100, which would be 
availed of, in'very many cases, to relieve 
the financial straits to which men have — 
been reduced owing to the original grant 
having been limited to £700. This applies _ 
particularly to a number of men who, © 
although they were aware of the inten- 
tion of the Government to increase the 
amount of the advance, were forced to 
obtain homes immediately. They have 
entered into contracts under which they 
have been called upon to deposit with 
the Deputy Commissioner sums amount- 
ing to £200 or £300, and in some cases. 
they have had to make arrangements to 
borrow this money, often on hard tenms. 
There is no reason why they should be 
debarred from the benefits of this Bill, 
and it would not be too much to ask that. 
the decision to advance up to £800 should 
be made retrospective to at least the com- 
mencement of the present year. If thab 
is not done, a returned soldier who has. 
been compelled to make his arrangements _ 
to secure a home, within the last few — 


hy i 






























months will be placed at a disadvantage 
as compared with those who have been 
in a position to wait until the passage of 
this measure. I trust that the Minister 
will agree to some amendment of the Bill 
which will meet such cases as those to 
which I have referred. Sy erase 


I notice further that when a person 











Commissioner may call up the money ad- 
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Senator E. D. Mi.titen.—To what 
~ elause is the honorable senator referring ? 

Senator ELLIOTT.—To clause 14. A 
person may apparently cease to be an 
eligible person, though I confess that I 
do not quite know how that can arise. It 
may be that where a4 widowed mother 
has received an advance, and dies, leaving 
the property to a daughter, the daughter 
may not be regarded as an eligible per- 
son under the Bill. 

Senator E. D. Mitien.—There. would 
be no interference in such a case. 

Senator ELLIOTT.—I do not quite see 
how otherwise any one can cease to be an 
eligib.e person under the Bill. - 

Senator E. D. Mitten.—The object of 
the Bill is to find a home for 
any eligible person. A person wants 
only one home, and if, for instance, two 
eligible persons married, one would cease 
to be eligible, because only one home 
would be required for both. 

Senator ELLIOTT.—It will be inter- 
esting to know which of the two in such 
a case would cease to be eligible. If a 
soldier is left a home by his father, and 
_ becomes the owner of land, will his money 
be called up? 

Senator EH. D. Miiiten.—lIf the honor- 
able senator will read the next sub-clause 
_ he will find that whilst it is legal for the 
Commissioner in such a case to call up 
the amount, the man is not bound to find 
the money. He may say, “‘I will not do 
that; I prefer that you should pay me 
“back: my interest in the house.’ 

Senator ELLIOTT.—That might not 
be just in every case. I should also like 
to see some provision made for disabled 
soldiers. I have heard of cases of men de- 
-prived of both legs and arms, and it 
should be possible for us to provide such 
men with homes during their lives. It 
would not be necessary that the homes 
provided for them should become their 
freehold property, but I do think that 
such men should be given a life interest 
in a home. If the objections I have 
urged are met by some amendment of 
the measure, this can be made an admir- 
able Bill. 


Senator NEWLAND (South Australia) 
[3.55].—I_ also congratulate the Min- 
ister for Repatriation (fenator E. 
D. Millen) on the very — excellent 
and informative speech he delivered in 
introducing this Bill. It is always a 
_ pleasure to listen to the honorable sena- 
_ tor on this subject, because there can be, 
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no doubt that he has made ) 
master of the business of repatria 
from ‘the commencement. With 
honorable senators, I congratul 
Minister on the fact that the pri 
increase the advance for war 
homes from £700 to £800 is redee 
this measure. For a considerable 
it. has been almost impossible for 
turned soldier to secure anything 
decent home in any part of Austra 
£700. The difficulty has been to 
extent intensified by the statement 0: 
intention of the Government to ine 
the advance. That has had the effe 
inducing contractors to raise their pric 
In the meantime, the cost of buil 
material has gone up, and now i 
metropolitan areas of any of the | 
cities, it is practically impossible to 
a home built for £700. A good 
returned men have put their war gra 
bonds into these homes, and have r 
money by other means to make ~ 
extra cost of the homes peg 
them. ae 
I hope that the erection of — 
homes will be proceeded with 


case in the past. Although the 
furnished by the Minister is a sple 
one, the War Service Homes tet 


in the figures he gave last week, in 
homes that are being built in South 
tralia. 
Senator E. D.. Mitten. aoe 
figures I gave included only home 
under the authority of the Act. — 
Senator NEWLAND.—So I 
pas 


number of homes being’ erected iB: 
Per uene _ Whilst the mT 


soldiers, and a sapecontly the Depar m 
is quite satisfied with the work tha 
being done in that State for re 
men. 
I recognise that it is not compe 
honorable senators, in discussin 
measure, to go’ beyond the scope of 
amendments of the existing law wh 
are proposed, but I very much « 
call attention to one or two matte 
should be included at an earl , 
























































1d soldiers. 
1is opportunity to call attention to some 
aq ests: that have been submitted to me. 
aay mention that returned men suffer- 
m tuberculosis have complained 
4 they are not receiving by way of 
ension as much as they think they should 

ceive, and some claim that they should 


-pensk We know that many of our 
28 fi ne were afflicted in various ways with 
serculosis during the war, and whilst a 

umber of those attacked .by the 
i. lisease _ have recovered under’ treatment, 
considerable number have been 


uestionably have been sentenced to 
an and must only struggle on until 


Bidens) LO rol This is not a: Pon 
s Bill. The matter to which the hon- 
le senator is now referring is not rele- 
mt to the id of this Bill. 


rt men Bienes henokted under the provi- 
D of this Bill, he will amevont to 


i. in the rcteuaea of wireless 
3, and so on. They have com- 





from the provisions of the War 
3 There was no ques- 
ot their voluntary enlistment, they 
Ww “4 galled fp and went willingly, wher- 


called upon to’ Palen: also rigs ag 


: 1h qe are ore I hope 
patiae « eal be done to bring eo 
the - provisions of, the Taw ‘i 





ral provisions! fae Hie t ‘henefit Bhs Benator PRATPEN (Ni ew Bane. Wales) 
I take advantage of 


ery great relief, there are some who 


from time to time about their ex- ’ 


aa RN such eeciice: as they 








[4.5].—I rise only to urge the Minister, 
now that the new war loan is making 
money more freely available to the Com- 
monwealth Government for the purposes 
of this Bill, to expedite as far as he pos- 
sibly can those cases of war service homes 
which are being purchased by the soldiers 
under this Bill and not being erected. I 
can quite understand that, owing to de- 


lays with’ regard to material and 
delays with regard to labour, and 
the many thousands of suplica tena 


already before the Minister (Senator E. 
D. Millen), the erection of war service ” 
homes must goon much more slowly than cy 
we would like, but there is no reason 
whatever now why the homes already — 
built and ready for occupation should not 
be transferred to the soldiers more ex-— 
peditiously. I know that, in cases of this 
sort, some delays have occurred in New 
South Wales, but I thought that was due 
to financial stress, 

Senator E. D. Mirtten.—There has 
been no dearth of money. ah 

Senator PRATTEN .—Then the cause. 
of the delays must be in the Department, 
and I should like the Minister to issue in- 
structions that reasonable expedition is 
to be exercised, to enable soldiers to 
occupy houses which are already built, 
and which the Department approves. In 
the case of a soldier who buys a home for 
£1,000, and is willing to put down a de- 
posit of £200 or £300 of his own money, 


and asks the Department for the loan of 


the remainder, I see no reason, once the — . 
valuation is through from the Depart. 
ment, and once it has been ascertained — 
that the Department will have full ae 
reasonable security for the £700 or £800 
that it will advance, why the transaction 
should not be quickly completed. In ey : 
the circumstances, I feel that the Mi 
ister’s good work, as expressed In- the "4 
figures he has given the Senate from time — 
to time, will be added to if a little more 
expedition can be shown in this branch 
of the activities of the War Service + ‘ 
Homes Commission, ie 
Senator ROWELL (South Avetraliay 
[4.9]-—-I am pleased that the Govern- 
ment have brought down this Bill to ine 
















crease the amount to be lent Be 
returned soldiers for the purchase eh 
of houses. I know that a good 


many returned soldiers found that the 


small amount of £700 allotted to. them 
Atak not sufficient to Bese & home which | i) 





War Service 


was at all suitable for them, especially if 
they had children, in view of the prices 
- ot material and labour and various other 
things. I am sure that this Bill will help 
to some extent those men who want better 
homes. I am rather sorry that the Go- 
vernment have not seen their way clear 
to go a little further with regard to the 
people that can have these homes. I see 
no reason why men who have served in 
the wars of the Empire should be de- 
barred from coming under the Act. The 
men who fought in the South African 
war had no gratuity given to them when 
they returned. 
very severely over there, and I would im- 
‘press on the Minister the desirableness, if 
he possibly can, of making provision by 
which at least those men who served in 
South Africa may come under this legis- 
lation. I do not think that at this stage 
‘it would mean very many or make a great 
difference to the Government. Ag presi- 
dent of the Association in South Aus- 
tralia, which has about 300 members, I 
know that a few of them would like to 
come under the provisions of this Bill, 
and I wish the Minister could see his way 
clear to open the door so as to allow them 
to enter. 


Senator EH. D. MILLEN (New South 
Wales—Minister for Repatriation) [4.11]. 
—I am naturally not only gratified at the 
tone of the short speeches that have been 
made on this measure, but also encour- 
aged, as I feel certain the Commissioner 
will be when he learns of them. 
- Senator Reid, frankly admitting that 
he voiced opinions expressed by building 
contractors, raised a doubt as to whether 
the Commissioner was constructing the 
houses within his own estimate. I 
interjected that the honorable senator 
could rest perfectly certain on that point. 
I have received, in response to definite 
and pointed inquiries, the most positive 
assurantes from the Commissioner that 
his Department is working to the figures 
with which he has supphed me. In say- 
ing that, I do not mean that in every 
ease the estimate has not been exceeded 
‘by a pound or two, but I do say that, 
on the figures supplied to me, 1 am jus- 
tified in stating that any increase over 
the estimate, has been ‘negligible, and 
_ that, even when allowance is made for it, 
the Housing Commissioner, is building at 
of G substantial reduction on the prices at 
| “which tenders have been received. I re- 


[SENATE] — 


which tenders were called. The 


Some of them suffered. 























mind the Senate a ihe discrep 
tween some of the tenders and | 


Shere was one group of 150 % 


to obtain a eas comparison, i) 
the price of the land is added, it 1 
seen that the Commissioner is no 
keeping within the limit of th 
which he would have exceeded if h 
accepted tenders, but is also obt 
houses for these soldiers at prices 
ing from £50 to £70 less than th 
tractors offered to supply them fo 
is, in addition, giving them the land ) 
tically for nothing, because the con 
tors ne no allowance for that. | i 





cost of buildine panned out at "0603 | 
firming ‘the statement -1 made jus 


was negligible. Rvat then, addi ap 
price oF the land, which would be 


had let a contract. 
In the case of another group 
shine, the tender price was 


estimate was £527. Adding ae : 
the land, the Commissioner is 
these boys the house and land for 
the price that the contractor wan 
build the house alone. I do not say 
that arises altogether from any 8 


the Commissioner; but it ee 
largely from the facts I gave the Sen 


considerable amount of work in ley 
him, and organizing his men, to m: 
savings, of which the benéfit Rote ah 
soldier. mer 

Senator Reid also referred to’ 
that some contractors had made a 
some of-the Pare nee cong 




























nk that is very probable. That is one 
7 the risks which a contractor runs; but 

e honorable senator, apparently, was 
informed that some of those who took 
abandoned 


fhe bse of completing them. No one 
take up an abandoned Contract, upon 
lich some advances have been ‘made, 
d complete it with the same promise of 
as it peeved as if he had started 
hing con- 
and 


ae to all vas uri of any mag- 
tude. We have to accept them, just as 
ihe pidivsliaat must. 


ures. er | to show net a handsome 
Pa. We were ge tting as the result 
f that contract. 


ly Victoria. 


Senator FE. D. MELLEN-—No. I 
sh, Owed dash Dy, that contract we ‘were 


the trade. I remember going on. to 
y that on the year’s consumption that 
eant a saving of £36,000 in that one 
ee alone. It is by means of contracts 


' Aaaae Reid a stated, Senin gn the 
Brtaerity of ee contractors, that 


oe the PRO, ER by iy Tahaan 
That is not so. The tenders are open to 
hei by anybody. When they are 


issioner builds on those specifications, 
: aa of no reason for the suggestion 
hich has been made, but it is not unfair 
) assume that when men im any line of 
isiness | find that business being en- 


2 before that I regard human nature 
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idges of what is fine eas! T have said * 
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the square iia) in the ease of intiee 
contractors as in the case of any other 
people. I fear that in this case they are 
not~disposed to hold the bglance quite 
accurately. I assure the Senate that the 
statement made by Senator Reid, in all 
good faith, is without foundation. ~ 
The honorable senator also raised a 
more serious point about the statement, 
which a little while ago was fully cae 
fied, that the War Service Homes Depart- 
ment in Brisbane was obtaining its men 
only through the Trades Hall of that. 
city. That did not occur owing to the 
action of the Labour officer, but steps: 
have been taken to correct it. We do 
not by any means reject. a man who 
comes from the Trades Hall, but we do 
not allow the Trades Hall to have the 
sole right of selecting the men to wor 
on these homes. 
Another matter, which I view some- 


what seriously, was the action of the. 


bricklayers referred to by Senator Reid 
in declining to work with the vocational 
trainees. Some action, having a dis- 
tinctly unpleasant appearance, has been 
taken by a section of the Bricklayers’ 
Union in New South Wales. 
want to say anything which would be 


likely to add to the difficulty which has 


been created, but I would remind the 
Senate that the whole of our vocational 
scheme absolutely rests upon getting the: 
men who have been trained to a certain 
degree of proficiency in the schools: 


passed out as improyers into the ordinary 
callings for which they have been quali- 


fied. In order to secure, as we thought, 
a_clear passage in giving effect to that 
scheme, a conference was held with the 
representatives of the Trades Hall and of 
those larger unions, some of which are 


I do not. 


3 


not directly connected with that insane C 


tion. They agreed to a system under 
which they took no exception to our 
training these boys, up to. certain 
numbers allotted to each trade. The idea 
of that was to see that the boys were 
fairly distributed over all the trades. 
The unions had a fear, the justification 
for which I readily adrnit, that if some- 
thing of that sort was not done to dis- 
tribute the boys, the more attractive 


trades would draw a larger number of 


them, and thus become overcrowded. 


Jn order to guard against that. an under- 


taking was entered into that Pye panicie ae 
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y he trained for dideceut trades oe up to 
a certain number—the original number 
being one trainee to six workmen, I 
think. I am not prepared to say that 
the unions who made that agreement have 
yet broken it. It is quite true that the 
Brickmakers’ Union and the  Boiler- 
makers’ Union in’ Sydney have passed 
resolutions declining to work with 
these . trainees,, but it) ig. not < yet 
apparent that the main organizations 
have indorsed their action. J] hope 
that the good sense of unionists generally 
will recognise, first, that they 
bound to redeem the agreement into 
which they entered with us; and, secondly, 
that even if by so doing they are, to some 
extent, stretching a recognised rule of 
their union, they are at least under an 
obligation to do so if they are sincere in 
their professed desire to assist in the re- 
storation of our soldiers to civil life. 
However, negotiations are now in pro- 
gress with a view to overcoming this diffi- 
culty. If it cannot be overcome, it may 
be necessary for me to again bring the 
matter, under the notice of honorable 
senators. 

Senator Glasgow has referred to a 
matter which has troubled me a_ great 
deal, namely, the leasehold tenures which 

obtain in some of the States. He specially 
‘mentioned Queensland, but similar con- 
ditions obtained elsewhere. He seems to 
think that it may with safety be left to 
the Commissioner to determine whether, 
upon mining leases, the prospects are 
sufficiently good to justify expenditure 
upon the erection of war service homes. 
May I point out that it is not the pro- 
spects, but the title to the land which 
we have to consider; and the Common- 
wealth cannot put itself in the position 
that it would occupy, if it built houses 
upon leasehold land, seeing that if the 
lease were forfeited the buildings upon it, 
which had been erected by the Common- 
wealth Government, would go to the State 
Government. Not one of us would invest 
our own money in a proposition of that 
kind. All these leases are subject to 
_ certain conditions. Those conditions may 
- be more or less nominal, but, Latent 
less, they are there, and if they ar 
violated it is competent for the State i 
forfeit the lease. That, is the position 
- which we take up, and I think that it is 
_ # wery sound one. But seeing the diffi- 
culty which has arisen owing to the re- 


| My fsa of the Queensland Government to 
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are _ 




































into freeholds, we have one of ti 
YEE to us. ‘At ae T am ¢ 


whether it is not Rae to pe 
scheme under which they will p 
these leaseholds being converted i 
holds. There is, of course, an 
action which I can take, but whic 
reluctant to take unless it is foum 
absolutely necessary. I do not thinl 
the Commonwealth should exerci 
power of resumption too readily 
case of lands owned by the States 
am sure Senator Glasgow will apy 
the legal difficulty that is connected 
this matter. I do not think it wou 
right to give the Con 


bp forfeited at ue time, seeing 
case of forfeiture, the aia of 
would go to the State Government 
had incurred no responsibility — ; 


paaldinds that’) had been cere -upe 
them. ay 

Senator Elliott referred to the. 2€ 
that under this Bill men who o 
advances when the limit was £7 
not be eligible to come along and 
an additional £100. That is perfectly 
But the object of the proposed ineé 
in the amount of the advance is r 
give the men of to-day a bigs 
than the soldier has who obtained his 
vance last year, but to provide him w 
a home of the same size, seeing tha 
ing operations to-day cost more thi 
did then. Thus, the man who . 
the advantageous position, is not 
dividual who will obtain an a 41 


the Enavadilel whe secured hig Ps 
the lower sum being prejudiced, 1 | 
fortunate one amongst his com; 

Senator i ae rans 


houses to-day as tae as it fcr : 
them twelve months ago?! 

Senator E. D. MILLEN,— 
not. During the past year mé 
increased in price by 25 per ce 
by 10 per ie and trator be 













































Wo years ago. — But there is 
factor in this matter which it is 


pnt a larger niin: the Com- 
r shall be authorized i incur it. 


e the Comietiten’s building 
eed with those of twelve months 


ee way than was. ca haeriaee aan 
nnot say whether the advantages ac- 


1 ken place in the cost of labour and 
I hardly anticipate that they 
ae speaking, a little while 
labour represented half the cost of a 
fe, and if labour has since gone up 


non the ae of material which 
these war service homes. How- 


as bocthnegl in the erection of 
us have admitted tek Out 


nab: is not Cone for the Com- 
ner, even if he does not lose a 
day as the result of strikes, to im- 
tel ge all the ge who 


















I sympathize 
the men who are waiting, but it is 


"They will have 
‘Te must not be as- 


ae eepidly now, ide in whole of ‘the. 14, 000 
applicants who are waiting will be able 
to obtain houses within the course of a 
few months. 


4 ia e, 
ically to-day as we “could build 


. somewhere. 


were refused permission to enlist. 


‘did those who went abroad. 


‘created, there was a tremendous accu- an = 


ause 2 things are. satu more mulation of area 





Unless we can by some 
miracle largely add to supplies of labour 
and material, there must be a period of 
waiting for thoue who are low down on | 
the list. When it is reaollected that 
many of these applications had piled up 
before the Department was called into 
eXistence, it must be a source of satisfac- 
tion for us to know that already 40 per 
cent. of those applications have: been : 
satisfied. He 


Senator Newland also referred ti the if 





- non-inclusion in this Bill of the men of 


the Naval Reserve and the Garrison — 
Artillery. Nobody wishes to decry the 
service which these men rendered, or its — 
very great usefulness to Australia at a. 
critical time. But a line had to be drawn © 
If everybody who rendered 
war service were eligible to receive the 
benefits conferred by our War Service 
Homes legislation, the list would have to 
include the women who knitted socks for — 
our soldiers and the girls who raised 
funds in our public streets. The line, 
therefore, which was drawn was that 
which separates home service from foreign 
service. It is quite true that many men 
eA 
spirit they rendered the sama service as 
But actu- — 
ally they did not render that service, nor 
did they incur the risks of those who wena 
overseas. That is the reason why Naval — 
Reserve men and the emban of the 
Garrison Artillery are not covered b 
the provisions of this measure. Senato 
Newland will also recognise that the more 
the list of eligibles is extended the 
greater will be the delay in provides 
them with homes. op 
Reference was made by Senator Prat- ie 
ten to the delay - which has occurred ony. He 
the purchase of houses for our odie ie 
He stated that whilst he could under- 
stand delay in the erection of buildings, wee 
more expedition might be exhibited in the — 
purchase of houses. I am not disposed _ 
to disagree with him. But I wish to point 
to two or three things which to some 
extent, may medify any suspicion ‘that 
there has been a general delay in this 
connexion. When the Department was a“ 















But because | 
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of that accumulation it would not have 
been wise to create a huge staff in order 
that they might be disposed of within 
two or three months, at the end of which 
period the staff would have had to be 
disbanded. There are, however, certain 
factors which have contributed somewhat 
to the delay which has occurred in quite 
a small percentage of cases. Seeing that 
over 5,000 houses have been purchased, 
it cannot be urged that there has been any 
general delay. In many instances delay 
has resulted from circumstances which 
were regrettable but unavoidable. For 
example, I was surprised to find that in 
my own State considerable areas of land 
are still held under old titles. In such 
cases the Commonwealth had to resume 
the Jands under its legal powers, and this 
course inevitably made for delay. So 
that it was not merely a question of get- 
ting a valuation of a property and of ap- 
. proving the requisite advance. Senator 
Pratten knows that there is such a thing 
as a survey in order to make sure that a 
building is upon a particular block of 
land. He is aware of cases in which per- 
sons have purchased buildings, portions 
of which have been found\to be over the 
border line. It was ‘not possible to dis- 
pose of such cases in a week. The honor- 


able senator may dismiss from his mind 


the suspicion that any delay which has 
occurred’ has been due to a shortage of 
“money. Although we have to. be care- 
ful of the expenditure of every penny, 
the activities in. no case of any branch 
of the Repatriation Department have 
been delayed because of a lack of funds, 
because of the failure to find money. 


Senator Prarrzy._That impression 
has been abroad. 


Senator E. D. MILLEN.—I can give 
a definite assurance that whenever a re- 
quest has been made for money the De- 
partment has never been compelled to 
wait five minutes for a requisition to re- 
-plenish the Trust Funds. 
Senator Rowell has again referred to 
the desirableness of including, under the 
provisions of this measoure, the South 
African veterans, and as the honorable 
senator served both in the South African 
war and in the more recent conflict, one 
ean naturally understand his sympathies 
 |eading in that direction. . But I again 
desire to point out that we are not deal- 
- ing with the whole of these men, but only 


those who served in the recent war. I 
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discharged its obligations to 































am not saying that tie coun: 


who fought in the South African w A 
ees I do not think it did. a 


by this Bill, or by the Repeeeen 7 
as they are not measures to discharge 
undischarged obligations of the co 

to the men who have rendered sery: 
Australia, but to those who assisted 
the Great War which has just ended. 4 
is in conformity with that idea thi 
provisions of the Bill are limited ~ 
members of the Australian Imper 
Force. I desire to pe out to bene 


which the RNR oa be inere 
in number, and if we were to- 


menuaeed by Sueuta Newland 
has to be some limit, and the Gove 
think that they have done a 
We have been called upon by Me, pé 
ue Australia to discharge this ae 


der assistance to those men ee 2 
members of the Australian. In is 
Foree. t Arica that the suestiox { 


charged | is este to the men 
fought in other wars, or who rendere 
certain service in ‘other direttion, is 
associated with this eae | 


Australian Imperial Hoe ands a e 
dering them some service, the co 
ayy leyiiaeit a ie np 


Bill ae a second time, ! 
In Committee: 

Clause 1 agreed to. 
Clause 2 (Definition). 


Senator FOLL (Queensland) [438 
Provision is made for the benefits of 
measure to apply to members — 
Young Men’s Christian Associatio 
it. appears absolutelysimpossible for 3 
Government to include members of t 
association unless they also include me 
bers of the Salvation Army, v 
formed very creditable work “in 
the soldiers. 








“in Lea foe are: covered 
: ho Original Ache 7 yi 

tor Duncan.—I do not think any 
of. the Salvation pany, apart 


1 the Mateos WMorces abroad. 
rx FOLL. ne fact remains that 


my representatives of the two or- 
ons, and I ask the Minister for 


ie inclusion of the  cabnperpene hip 


Oia 


Salvation Army. 









” a members of eeoung Men’s 
tian Association, who are to benefit, 


= ro and who 
ie ye see: the same as were 
























a deeaiteen Tet Pccurnlen 


Me te not cover ewan of the a 


. whose good work every one who was 


_ ROWELL eae Australia) 


they are in a position similar to that of 


om for pera tela (Senator . 


“Senator PRATTEN.—As it does mt 


should be eer for the benefits a the 





Teerator EK. D. MILLEN oat South 4 
“Wales — Minister for Repatriation) — 
TP. .43|.—I desire, first, to reply to the — 
point raised by Senator ‘Fol, and to direct — 
his attention to the wording of the ti ei 
which does not cover every member of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association who — 
served in F rance, but only those members 
of that organization who were accepted 
for service and who served abroad. Th 
provision relates to the members of that 
organization to whom commissions were 
issued, and the only members of the Sal 
vation Army to whom commissions were 
issued were the chaplains, and they are 
eligible. Under the original Act, the mem 
bers of the Young Men’s Christian Asso. 
elation who did useful work behind the 
lines were not included; and, so far as I 
ean see, the members of: the Young Men’ 
Christian Association are on a parity 
with the members of the Salvation Army 
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at the Front is willing to bear witness to 
I have quite recently pointed out that 
under the original measure, a clear line 
of demarcation had to be drawn, and I do 
not feel that { can hold out any hope of 
departing from that principle. The sym 
pathies of one are naturally aroused by 
cases that are quoted from time to time; — 
but we have t® draw the line somewhere, 
and wherever we drop the line we imme- 
diately hear of a case that is just, outside. 
When once we depart from “servic 
abroad,” it is almost impossible to stop 
because the representatives of some. or 
ganization will come along and say that 








others who have been included. I subm 
that we have gone as far as we can in ex 


tending benefits to those who’ ton 
service in the recent war. 


Senator PRATTEN (New South Wale 
[4-45 ].—It is a matter of regret that t 
time-honoured and unwritten custom to) 
placing the amendments to the princip 
Act, as well as the Bill, before the mae 
has been departed from. | 

Senator E. D. Mititen.—They were is 
sued with the Bill last Thursday, 



















appear to be in my file I shall deal wi i 
that question later... 


consensus of opinion was that no man 
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ott 0. War Seroee: : 


“seen service outside Ae The defini- 
“tion clause in the present measure seems 


to be too wide, as we practically include 
every member of the Australian Imperial 


«Porc, whether he went out of Australia 
or not. 


The Bill includes every munition 
worker who went abroad, whether he 


ye red or not, and also war workers that 


were attached to the Australian Imperial 
i Porce. 

Senator E. D. Minuen.—This measure 
does not cover munition workers. They 


are eligible under the amending Act 
passed towards the end of last year, and 


this is a mere re-statement of the defini- 


tion clause. 


Senator PRATTEN. — I may be 


-arguine on wrong premises, but whether 


t am or not, I am not inclined to open 
the door too wide. In effect, the building 
of war service homes is merely lending 
public money to those who are prepared 


to occupy the houses, and on which they 


pay interest and principal over a period 
of years. The only reason why 1. shall 
support the extended definition is on ac- 
count of the scarcity of houses. I think 


it would be good policy if the Govern- 


ments in the various States put their 
shoulders to the wheel in this connexion, 
because I believe that a good deal of the 
industrial unrest at present prevailing is 
due to the scarcity of housing accom- 
modation throughout the Commonwealth. 

If the members of the Young Men’s 


‘Christian Association are to be. in- 
cluded we shall also have. HO ie bie 
clude the representatives of the Red 


Cross, and the members of the Australian 
Comforts Fund, and all those unattached 


war workers who went abroad to help in 


some way to win the war. [ think the 
definition clause will be found to be very 
much wider than it was in the original 
Act or in the amending Bill. I am not 
keen on affording the benefits of the 
‘War Service Homes and Repatriation 
legislation generally to every one who 
may have done some little—either in Aus- 
tralia or abroad—to help win the war. 
I have taken up the position, and have 
expressed it more than once in this 
chamber, that war service benefits should 
be, as far as possible, confined to those 


who were in the war zone—to those who 
ae went over the top. Many of the 


men who went abroad were never better 
off than during the war. As an honor- 
able senator interjects, it is to the 
- exoiit of Australia that this EY 


Wales—Minister for Repeee 








































ease. But I cannot Oia t : 
propositions for greatly expandin, = 
scope of benefit. One honorable s 

desires that those who went to the 
war should be included, and ~ 
wishes to. bring in the members 
Salvation Army. Still another may 1 
to have the benefits made Sie 
those young women who were patriotic 
active, in this country, during the 
period. I sympathize with the M 
Serine! LS a ee in ae 


uetlaal Te 


Senator SENIOR {South ‘an ra. 
[4.53].—Last year Senator ~ 
acquiesced in the inclusion of those 
individuals about whom he is now 1 
objections. e a 
to place on the statute-book 
munition workers and war workers 
bongs senator is now the 


Skuatan FOLL (Gudtaea [4.. 
In the course of his second-readi 
marks the Minister (Senator E. D 
len) said the reason why the Gover 
proposed to increase the grant to z 
was not the desirability. of buildi 
larger homes, but, particularly, th 
crease in the cost of building.) |. 7,3 

Senator E. D. Mruten.—Is the 
rather a matter for discussion whe 
Committee is considering clause 10? 

Senator FOLL.—I take it that, unc 
a definition clause, an honorable senate 
would be in order in ‘oa pri 
tically, a second-reading ae : 


second- Coagne | speech when ae 31 
himself to the definition — clause, 
during the Committee stage at all. 

Syriac PRATTEN. —Does- “not a 


Bill? 
The CHAIRMAN.—It cea no 
vide an opportunity for making as ec 
reading speech. | 
Senator E. D. MILLEN (Nex 

























































_of beneficiaries are to be brought 
oy ‘this amending Bill. War workers 
ne d munition workers were included, with 
ne hearty co-operation of Senator Prat- 
in last. year’s amending Bill, 


ae Pratren.—I think the Minis- 


= while I shane veh be absent 
ne | the Senate at the time, I saw no 


col rs¢ of my casual reading of the Bona 
Senator Prarren.—The trouble 4 is that 


enator E. D. MILLEN.—That may 
the explanation. The two classes to 
ae included by this measure are those 
_ Who were in camp, but were discharged 
fey, pon, the signing of the armistice, and 


Bised from camp throughout the war 
tod, tigi who, Bie ae not go 


are still other men whose 
aims Senator Pratten himself would, 
eel sure, view favorably; men such 
a attached to the mercantile 


have decided that din shall receive the 
war medal. The two classes which I have 
Specifically mentioned, however, are the 
nly additional elasses to be made eligible 
y the passing of this measure. 

Cais agreed. to. 

‘Clause 3— 


ter section 14 of. the principal Act the 
owing section is inserted:— 

\ “14a. Before exercising any power — under 
this Act which involves. the expenditure of 
. e than Five thousand pounds, the Com- 
sioner shall submit his proposal for the 
roval of the Minister.” 


nator FOLL (Queensland) [5.0] a 
highly desirable that a provision of 
ature should be inserted. I desire 


, I des esire to make leas we additionhl , 








fe ‘draw the attention of the Minister | 
(Senator E. D. Millen) to an article 

which appeared in a small newspaper in 
Brisbane regarding contracts entered into 

by the Commissioner. The article, ae 3 
is dated 26th June, states :— 

The Commission had not been going age 
before it was announced that the builders and 
contractors of this city had arranged not to 
give the soldiers fair play, but to put up pains 

Senator E. D. Mitrten.—I have seen, ; 
the paper. 

, The CHAIRMAN (Senator ‘Bakhap). i 
—I would point out that clause 3 con- 
tains a distinct provision in regard to Py ‘ 
specific amount to be approved by the — 
Minister. I do not think it affords an- 
opportunity for discussing the aoe i 
question of the cost of homes. ‘i 

Senator FOLL.—But I understand that Oe 
the section of the Act which is involved — 
is so framed that wide scope is afforded 
in regard to the point which I have 
raised. This Bill deals with the qn ‘ 
of contracts generally. | 

The CHAIRMAN.—1I cannot permit 
the honorable senator, at this stage, to — 
discuss the general question: of the cost 
of homes. 

Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
[5.2].—I am not quite clear upon the 
intention of this clause. Does it mean 
that the Commissioner is to be free to 
spend only up to £5,000, as a general 
total, upon everything, above which sum. 
he must secure the Minister’s sanction ? Or 
is it intended that, over and above the. | 
expenditure of £5, 000 upon any one spéeci= 
fic objective, the approval of ‘the Mins. 
ister must first be sought? 

Senator E. D. Mirzen.—That is so. a 

Senator PRATTEN.—But the He 
does not actually say so. It is, to my 
mind, a dragnet. I think that if it were 
recdnatied the intention could be made 
more clear. The argument could now be — 
raised that the Commissioner has no- 
power to spend more than £5,000 upon. the ° 
whole of the operations of his Depart- — 
ment, unless and until he has secured 
Ministerial sanction; whereas, obviously, — 
the intention is to restrict his powers of 
expenditure in regard to specific con- 
tracts. Boe: Sk 

Senator E. D. MILLEN (New South 
Wales—Minister for Repatriation) [5.3]. 
—The honorable senator will recall that, 
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in the bravia! Bill, there was a similar 


Provision, limited, however, in respect of. 


- the acquisition of land. It was proved 
“to have been a mistake that the 
- Bill should have passed. in that form. 
It gave to the Commissioner the right 
_ to buy land and materials; but, where he 
desired to purchase a parcel of land, ex- 
ceeding in cost the sum of £5,000, Min- 
- jsterial concurrence had first to be secured. 
_It appeared, subsequently, that, whatever 
reason there may have been for requiring 
Ministerial sanction for expenditure con- 
cerning a land deal, was an equally good 
reason in the maiter of a contract for the 
supply of material. ) 


Senator Prarren.—But now you have 
omitted to make mention of anything 
specific, 


‘Senator E. D. MILLEN.—The pur- 
pose of this clause is that where the Com- 
missioner seeks to purchase a parcel of 
land for £5,000, or upwards, he must 
first secure the Minister’s concurrence. 
Similarly, with regard to a contract for 
material involving £5,000 or over, that 
item also must be referred to the Min- 
ister. 


_. Senator Pratren.—Which is quite 
right and proper. f 


Senator E. D. MILLEN.—That is all 


that is required. It is not intended, 
nor would ‘it be desirable, to require 


the sanction of the Minister, to an 
expenditure of £5,000 or over, in 
connexion with the building of a 


number of cottages costing together more 

than the sum mentioned. If Senator 
Pratten permits the clause to pass as it 
stands, I shall confer with the drafts- 
man, and should it be found necessary 
-in order to make the meaning more clear, 
I will bring it before the Committee 
‘again by way of re-commitial. 


Senator FOLL (Queensland) [5.6].—I 
should like to know what is the necessity 
for a clause of this kind. Has the Com- 
missioner been slipped up through enter- 
ing into bad contracts, or have large con- 
tracts already been made without the 
knowledge of the Minister, and in con- 

-nexion with which, because he has not 

been made aware of them, he has been 
_ unable to protect himself? Will the 
_ Minister say why it was necessary to in- 


Serb such a provision ? i 
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after section 14. 


‘sition of land, 

































Beata =. D, MILLEN 
Wales—Minister for Repahnan ) 
—There is nothing to justify the 
tion of the honorable senator. I 
I had made the position clear. — 
a prohibition under the existing 
against the Cofmmissioner enterin 
contract involving £5,000 or up 
the purchase of land. That repr 
sound or an unsound principle, and 
not in any way imply a want of 
dence in the pono We giv 
Commissioner large\ powers under th 
legislafion, and the Government 1] 
to find the money, the Minister, p 
later on, having to stand up in Ps 
ment and defend the: expenditure 
the Bill, should be in a position 
whether. or not he agrees to poe I 


chase of material or PE ae as 
the purchase of land. Such a Be 


should be brought cndel ae 
supervision. It is a sound prop 
that, where large contracts are invol 
the Minister should be int 9 


action is Seatied for. 


Senator SENIOR (South Austna 
[5.9]—It has occurred to me that 
proposed new section 14a will, und 
clause, be inserted in” the “wrong, ali 
Section 14 of ‘the principal Act fea 
the delegation of power 

Sertor E. D. Minten.—It i is ‘pre OSE 
to insert the proposed new section 44, 





Senator SENIOR. Te is so 
there is no co-relation between the 
gation of power and the determinatioy 
to the amount to be spent without 
sanction of the Minister. I do not je 
to the proposed new section, but s 
that it is not being inserted in the 
place. 


Senator E. D, MILLEN SNe : 
Wales—Minister for Repatriation) Ne 
—The explanation of the matter 
the section dealing with the limita 
the Commissioner’s power unde 
IIT, of the Act* covered only the ac 
and it is the fan es 


material. Ti has eae found 

















































; es f the ae in a it bis 
) insert here an ent | new section 


a 


on 16 of the panne “Act. is ngiended 
tting sub-section (5) thereof. 

nm proposed to be amended— 

Before exercising any power under 
section which involves the expendi- 
of more than Five thousand pounds, 
the Commissioner shall submit his pro- 
_ pos L for the approval of the Minster. 


$ enator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
11].—-This clause is a necessary corol- 
St Sh Seg ane 


restricts filet power of the Commis. 
to acquire land. That omission 
be made Boot by clause 3, to which 


ve ay the intention of clause 3 
wld be Aba er clear. 


use. ah | 4. 

ft r section 17 of the prinerpel Act, the 
g section is inserted :— — 

—(1.) The Commissioner may erect, 
lete or enlarge, for eligible persons, dwell- 


Hers the Commissioner erects, com- 
enlarges or enters into a contract 
e erection, completion or enlargement 
welling- house in pursuance of this sec- 
he may require the owner of the land to 
eh security as he thinks necessary for 
epayment of the amount expended by him 
the erection, completion or. a edanai of 
me: house.’ 












s Datister for Rapeeuation) 3. 12], 
has been some doubt expressed as 
er, under the _wording of the 









o erect a Hone. on land arid iy the 
lic b This oe is ed . make 





oe ote or ey eee ae daling 
¢ on land owned by the applicant, o 


















ts into a contract to do so, he oe 
uire the owner of the nd to give such 
as. no thinks | necessary. I ake 





money to the applicant to carry out the 


: asked to vive security. 


‘men supplying their own land, or advan 


‘sons pone SO ae) ? 






wvill Wine to ae over ney doadait : 
‘Commissioner would not be likely to. com. Be 
mence operations under this provision on 
land acquired by an applicant on the 

time-payment system, and upon which 

only one payment had been made, with. 
out some satisfactory security. The. ‘Min- | 
ister for Repatriation has already men-_ 

tioned: that when a war service home i 
ee i is worth more than it h 
















What Gihen AadinP ig intanded zs the 
proposed new section now under con. 
sideration ? i: 
Senator KE. D. Muinen. Bg oe does 
the honorable senator find the ‘yerd 
other security ’’? 
Senator FOLL.—Well, 
security 9 


Senator E. D. MILLEN (New ‘Sout 
Wales—Minister for Repatriation) [5.14]. 
—Under the original Act, power was 
given to the Commissioner to advance 
money to any eligible person to erect, 
complete or enlarge a dwelling-house 
where the applicant was the owner of the — 
land. . What it is now.proposed to do 
under hlapean ds not merely to give the 
Commissioner the power to advance 
money to the owner of the land to erect, _ 
complete or enlarge a dwelling-house, but 
also the power, if he thinks fit, to himself 
undertake the erection, completion, Or: 
enlargement; and, if he does so, he is en- 
titled to security, and that security will 
be a mortgage over the property. 

Senator Foru.—Would not the Govern 
ment take over the deeds in that case? 

Senator E. D. MILLEN.—That is the 
security asked for. Under this clause, 
the Commissioner, instead of advancing 
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what is : th 












work, may himself let a contract fo 
carrying it out, or may carry it out by 
day labour, and the owner of the Me 2 








Senator FOLL (Queensland) rs. 45] 
The Minister pointed out that in- the 
case of 33 per cent. of the soldiers’ ho 
already erected, the applicants have st 
plied, a certain sum of Money, or hav e 
provided the land. Is it the policy of the 
Department to give any preference — 












ing their own money? If thats is the G 
vernment policy, does that account for the 
percentage of homes erected ies Chinen per 





‘ ae : 






Me Genator E. D, MILLEN (N ew South 
‘Wales—Minister for Repatriation) [5.16]. 
—There is no preference given other than 
priority of application. 
_ safe policy to adopt. 
where a few applications have been re- 
ceived from the 
another application is received a little 


War Service Wie 


oy 





That is the only 
‘Here and _ there, 


same locality, and 


later, for the purpose of inspection they 


are treated together, but the broad prin- 


: ciple adopted is that priority of applica- 
_ tion determines priority of treatment. 


Clause agreed to. 
Olause 6 (Sale of dwelling houses), 


Section proposed to be amended— 
7 (1) Subject to this Act the Commis- 
ssh may sell to any eligible person who 
mot the owner of a dwelling house with- 
im Australia or elsewhere, a dwelling house 
acquired or erected in pursuance of the 
last preceding Part, together with the land 

om which it is erected. 


Sinntor PRATTEN (New eoaeh Wales) 


_ [5.17].—I notice in this clause an amend- 


ment which appears to me to make a very 


vital alteration in connexion with the 


administration of the War 
Homes Department. The omission is 
proposed of the words in the existing 


Act “who is not the owner of a dwell- 


ing house within Australia or elsewhere.” 


ne That appears to me to open the door to 


_ permit of a returned soldier, the owner 
of a house in which he is living, going 


to the Commissioner and asking to be 
provided with another house. 

Senator E. D. Miritzen.—By clause 7 
it is proposed, after section 19 of the 
principal Act, to insert a new section, 


which is really a redrafting of a provi- 
sion having the same effect as that pro- 


posed by this clause to be deleted. 


Senator PRATTEN.—I cannot quite 


see that, because paragraph a of the sub- 


siiimtod provision says that— 


Where a person is included in paragraphs 
(b) or (d) of the definition of “ Australian 


it soldier ” in section 4 of this Act, the Commis- 


- sioner may sell. to her either alone or jointly 


> with other persons similarly eligible under 
‘vais sub-section a building 


and so on. 





I fail to see that the striking 


out of the words to which I have referred 






_ from sub-section 1 of section 19 will not 

open the door to returned soldiers getting 

more than one home, or getting a home 
where they already own one. 


Senator E. D. Mrrzew.—Clause 7 is a 
pecial prohibition against that. 
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Service 


has provided for. 


no advance will be made for hi 




































Soniine ‘PRATTEN TT 
wait to deal further with + 
until we come to clause 7, 

Senator FOLL (Queensland) [5. 
I should like to have some info 
with regard to the erection of 
for persons alone or jointly te! 
for the purpose of a sanatorium < 
ing home. I understand that if, 
stance, three returned nurses d 
enter into a partnership, the inte 
that they may receive an wine 
three times the £800. | 


ten that ae b and d Bs 
4 of the principal Act read— ¥ 


Lorne Nursing Service ace 
appointed by the Director-G 
of Medical Services for serv 
side Australia, and was - 


Corps Nursing Service of Ly 
of the King’s Dominions othe 
the Commonwealth, and prov 
the satisfaction of the Commi 
that she had before her appoi 
to that service eae in Aust 


the eireumastances, the oui 
tion will not on ‘the door. as he f 


and there is no chance of setting 
at all. 
Clause agreed to. i 
Clause 7 “(Sale of house only t pe 
not already an owner). © x 


Senator PRATTEN (New Bou f: 
[5.21].—I clearly see what the Mini 
Under this: dled Use 

words omitted in the previous ela 
come redundant. I am an the : 


ae apreed to. 

Clause 8 agreed to. ‘ents 

Clause 9 ‘(Advances for purp 
ee only to person not. a 
owner). 


[5.22].—OF course this cannot: 


War Service. 
































ring the last few minutes, and is an 
plification of the safeguards against 
ersons who already own their own homes 
aking advantage of the Commissioner. 


Senator E. D. Minrun.—That is quite 
rrect. 


ee him in eae and who, therefore, 
requires a home there, owns a bit of a 
“humpy ” 500 miles away from the coast, 
“which he cannot sell. What position is 
the in? Will the possession of that little 
place in the “never-never ” prevent him 
- from obtaining the benefits of this legis- 
Ke ation ? 

__ Senator E. D. MILLEN (New South 
* Wales) [5.24|.—That is the distinct in- 
- tention. Although Senator Foll, with 
ce ‘great adroitness, has drawn the extreme 
ease of a man who owns a_ valueless 
“bumpy” somewhere in the bush, I 
should like to sketch a class of case ‘of 
‘quite another character. It is not in- 
tended under this Bill to find a house for 
‘any man unless he is in need of a home. 
In all housing Acts of which I have any 
‘knowledge, and certainly in all those 
adopted by any State,in Australia, it has 
always been made one of the conditions 
of eligibility that the applicant shall not 
‘be already possessed of a house. Most 
of those Acts stipulate for a house of a 
‘eertain value, and, in addition, generally 
put a' limit to the man’s income. Neither 
of those restrictions appears in our legis- 
lation, but the object of this Bill being 
_ to provide a residence, a man who already 
has a house is not eligible. I suggest to 
Senator Foll that he should not press the 
little bush “humpy” too far, because if 
we once opened the door for that inoffen- 
_ sive structure, a good number of other men 
_ would soon find means of evading the 
eros of this legislation. 


xe Senator FOLL (Queensland) [5.27].— 
‘I am quite in accord with what the Min- 
‘ister has said. I only wished to know if 
a loop-hole could not be provided for 
: eat. would be a very distressful case if 
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Clause 10— 


After section 28 of the principal Act the fol- 
lowing section is inserted :— 

984, (1) Notwithstanding. anything  con- 
tained in this Act, the total cost to the Com- 
missioner of, any dwelling-house erected by him, 
or the amount of any advance made, in pur-) 
suance of this Act, may, if, in the opinion of 
the Commissioner, the circumstances of any 
case justify the excess, exceed £700 but shall 
not exceed £800. 

“2. Notwithstanding anything contained in 
this Act, where the Commissioner has erected 
a dwelling-house at a cost exceeding £700 or 
made an advance exceeding that* amount, he 
shall require, in addition to any other deposit 
or security re quired under this Act or the regu- 
lations, from the person purchasing that 
dwelling- -house or receiving that advance, a de- 
posit or security to the extent of 15 per centum 


of the amount by which the cost or advance ex- 
ceeds £700.”’ | 


Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
[5.28|—This is, perhaps, the most im- 
portant part of the Bull to those who 
want houses. It redeems the promise 
the Minister for Repatriation (Senator HE. 
D. Millen) gave some time ago to in- 
crease the amount which may be ad- 
vanced by the Commissioner for the 
erection of a home from £700 to £800. 
It would be as well to have it clearly 
understood that it is not obligatory on 
the Department to spend £800, but that 
it is within the option of the Commis- 
sioner to advance up to that amount if, 
in his wisdom, he thinks the case justifies 
it. There is in this clause the further 
provision, which should be made widely 
known, that the extra £100 is not only 
restricted by the will of the Commis- 
sioner, but is subject also to the deposit 
by the applicant of 15 per cent. of the 
amount by which the cost or advance ex- 
ceeds £700. | 

Senator Senror.—That means that the 
advance is only £85. 


Senator PRATTEN.—The honorable 
senator has put it in a nutshell. It means 
that there is an advance of only £85 in 
addition to the £700. 

Senator E. D. Mitien.—Stated that 
way, 1t would be an advance of £85 on a 
security of £85; stated the way the Bill 
does, it is an advance of £85 on a ecu 
of £100. 


Senator PRATTEN.—Quite so, but I 
do not think we can stress too much the 
plain meaning of the clause, So far as 
applicants for war service homes are 
concerned, the essential part of this Bill 
is that they may in certain circumstances 
get an advance of £800 instead of £700, 


ni akenea ’ y ’ A ; yy 


3716 War Service 
“put it should be generally known that 
“they cannot get that as a right. They 
ean get it only with the acquiescence of 
the Commissioner, and then only by put- 
“ting up a deposit of 15 per cent. on the 
extra advance. I congratulate the Min- 
ister on fulfilling the promise he made 
some’ time ago, and on keeping up, to a 
_¢ertain extent, with the great advance 
which has taken place in the cost of ma- 
terials and labour since the original Act 
was passed. It appears to me that, if 
costs go on increasing at the same rate as 
at present, it may be that, in the end, 
even if the Commissioner acquiesces in an 
advance of £800 for every new war ser- 
vice home, applicants will not be able to 
vet the same value as was obtained by 
those lucky persons who already have 
their homes completed. I hope no fur- 
ther increase will be necessary to give the 
soldiers a fair deal, but I am glad that 
‘this Bill has been brought forward, be- 
cause it is admittedly much more difficult 
to-day to provide for the soldiers, for 
£700 each, the homes that we hope they 
will all get, than it was when the original 
Bill first came before Parliament. 
Senator FOLL (Queensland) [5.31].— 
I was somewhat disappointed with the 
Minister’s statement in his speech in 
reply on the second reading, that the 
principal reason for the increase of the 
amount to £800 was not to give the ap- 
plieants bigger houses. I had hoped 
that the extra £100 was being advanced 
in order to provide larger houses than 
those being found at present. With pre- 
sent costs, it is impossible to build for 
£700, or even £800, a house with any- 
thing like large rooms. It is simply mar- 
vellous, seeing the size of the houses that 
the Government are putting up, especi- 
ally those built of brick, that they are 
able to keep the price down to what we 
are told, they are costing, ‘especially in 
comparison with the prices being asked 
for brick houses in different parts of Aus- 
tralia. As I said, I hoped that the Min- 
ister would tell us that he was increasing 
the amount of the advancé by £100, in 
order to build more roomy houses, or even 
to put on an additional room if required, 
and it was disappointing to me to learn 
_ that, in spite of the large contracts that 
- have been entered into by the War Ser- 
vice Homes Commissioner, the increased 
cost of labour and material has practic- 
i ally kept pace with the savings made by 
a that means, and that a house costing 
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modation. than the original ap 


ister pointed out, the men who lay 


things entering into the construction 
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yes UN" ol a 
£800 to-day will contain no mor 


ye 
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obtained for £700. H 


Senator Szn1or.—Is that not oby. 
with the rise of prices and wages? 

Senator FOLL.—I am trying ta 
out that in the early stages of the 
tions of the War Service Homes D. 
ment building was carried on in a 
or less piecemeal manner. One | 
was built here and another there, but t 
day the work is being done ‘on a m 
larger scale, and there is far more syst 


being built in ones or twos, but in - 
groups, especially in the capital 
areas in the various States. As the. 


foundations when they finish one job 
along to the next and start digging 
In view also of, the large saving tha 
Commissioner has recently made by a 
quiring rights over certain industr 
concerns, he is able to get his commo 
ties at a far cheaper rate than bef 
it was for those reasons that I expec 
the Minister to tell us that homes were 
be built on a larger scale than wa 
case twelve months ago. _ ee 
Senator E. D. Mitten.—Does the hon 
orable senator know the extent to y 
material has gone up in. price? | 
Senator FOLL.—I know it has 
up, but I do not know the percen 
Senator E. D. Mui.titen.—Twent 
per cent, . : Kg, 
Senator FOLL.—Is that in the’ lh 
twelve months? On the figures the M 
ister quoted regarding contracts mad 
the Commissioner, more than 25 per ¢ 
has been saved. Ae a 
Senator E. D, Mriiitzn.—Surely 1 
honorable senator does not interpret w. 
I said as meaning that there has bee 
all-round reduction at that rate? 
mentioned some of the contracts as © 
cal of those entered into, and gave 
savings on them. There are many o 


a house on which the Commissione 
getting the ordinary trade discount onl 
Senator Prarren.—tThe increase in t 
cost of effective labour would be abo 
per cent. \ , the 
Senator FOLL.—I think the ho 
able senator’s stateyvent is over the 
Senator Pratren.—Do not for 
word “ effective.” | aii 






































/ Service ee Department were not 
3 early upon such. an extensive scale 


fee concern the more economically 
) it should be managed. Upon 2nd July 

at) ast, the Sydney Evening News published 
: an article dealing with the inadequate 
size of our war service homes, and because 
f complaints made in that connexion, 
‘IT had hoped that the additional £100 
eres will be advanced under this Bill 


WAR SERVICE HOMES. 
Councit To Sug GovERNMENT. 


At last night’s meeting of the Hurstville 
' Council, the building inspector again reported 
| that the war service homes being erected for 
returned soldiers by the Commonwealth Govern- 
‘ment on the Como Lakes Estate, Oatley, did 
i not. comply with the ordinances dealing with 
’ buildings. The kitchens were absolutely too 
small, and sufficient air space was not provided. 
the ‘Town Clerk said councils had no jurisdic- 
‘ tion over the Commonwealth Government. 
‘Alderman Binder contended that they had the 
‘power, if they knew how to use it. On the 
Motion of ene Binder and Machen, it was 





ee But 1 am sorry to learn that the 
a. advance of £100 to be provided 


ose persons we aa ies and mate- 
ial for our wat service homes. 


Silesitanr DUNCAN (New South Wales) 
| {5.87].—I am entirely opposed to sub- 
lause 2 of proposed new section 28a. I 
ean see no necessity for it. The proposal 
f the Government will penalize the re- 
turned soldier who is desirous of obtaining 
_ home for himself, without conferring 
any corresponding benefit upon the com- 
munity generally. The sub-clause pro- 
‘vides that where the Commissioner has 
~ erected a dwelling house at a cost exceed- 
- Ing £700, he shall require, “in addition to 
Ei any other deposit or security required 
' under this Act or the regulations, from the 
“vane purehasing that dwelling house or 

ceiving that advance, a deposit or 
x6 Py to the extent of 15 per centum of 





- Homes Bill. 


the amount by which the cost or advance 
The Government defi- 


exceeds £700.” 
nitely told our returned soldiers that they 


recognised the inadequacy of an advance 


of £700 for these homes, and promised 
to increase it to £800. This Bill is an 


attempt on the part of the Minister for — 


Repatriation (Senator E. D, Millen) to 
honour that promise. It appears to me, 
howewer, that it.is to be more honoured — 


in the breach than in the observance. The 
Minister has already pointed out that the 


cost of material has recently increased by 


25 per eent., and that there has also been © 


a substantial increase in the cost of 
labour. 


recognise that the original advance of 


3T1T 


The Government were forced to 


£700 was quite inadequate, and accord- 


ingly they promised to increase it to £800. 
But the provision to which I. have directed 


attention will not do that. The utmost to 


which it will increase the advance to any © 


soldier is £785, because the soldier him- 
self will be required to lodge a deposit of 
£15. Take the position of a returned 


man who is desirous of securing a home 


of his own. He is compelled to spend money 


in the purchase of furniture and to meur — 


Under 


certain other incidental charges. 
this proposal the Government will demand 


from him a deposit of £15 before he can 


obtain the additional advance of £100. 
Now, a returned soldier may not possess 
that amount. The Government may very 
well see that the general security offered 
either in the case of a home which js to 
be built, or of one which is to be pur- 
chased, is sufficient to cover the whole 
advance of £800 without the necessity — 
for the soldier himself lodging a deposit 
of £15. 
much to some of us, but to many of our 
returned soldiers it represents a. consider-_ 
able sum. We may very well dispense — 
with sub-clause 2-of the proposed new 
section, seeing that provision is me 
made that adequate security shall be. 
forthcoming in the case of every advance 
which is made: The Commissioner will 
nob advance a sum of £800 upon a home 
unless the value is there. Where, then, — 
is the necessity for exacting from the sol- 
dier a deposit of £15, which may mean 


That ‘amount may not seem 


that he will be obliged to go short of fur- 


niture to that amount? 


danger the Bill, or alter the degree of 
security which will be Sri by the 
Commonwealth. 


The omission’ 
of this provision -will not in any way en- 





‘ ae ig War Service au 
"Senator Foiu.—The amount a too 
‘ bibl to interfere with the security. 

\ Senator DUNCAN.—Of course it is: 
- Tt is a small sum from the stand-point 
of the Government, but a large one from 
: that of the individual soldier. 


Senator KE. D, MILLEN (New South 
_ Wales—Minister for Repatriation) [5.42]. 
_ -—I think it is just possible that some re- 
marks which I made earlier in the day 
may have created a wrong impression in 
the minds of Senator Foll and other hon- 
orable senators regarding the extent to 
which the increased cost of labour and 
material, and the desire for a _ larger 
house, have influenced the decision of the 
Government to increase the advance 
from £700 to £800. In this connexion 
I would remind honorable senators of the 
statement which I made in this chamber 
during a previous session. I said— 

The Commissioner is quite clear that he can 
continue to build the present four-roomed type 
at that money, provided that labour and ma- 
terial do not go up any further. But as it is 
quite evident also that a number of soldiers 
require a somewhat. larger house—as men with 
two or three children ‘naturally require more 
room than newly-married couples—it has been 
decided by the Government to increase the 
limit to £800, The Commissioner thinks that 
with that increase, and by his present methods 
of organizing supplies and group construction, 
he can still build the very useful type of cot- 
tage he is building now, with an additional 
room, within the limit. I propose shortly to 
bring down to Parliament a Bill authorizing 
an increase of the present limit of £700: to 
£800. 

At that time it was evident that upon 
the then value of material and labour 
“the Commissioner could continue to build 
four-roomed cottages for £700 each, and 
that he was looking to the extra £100 to 
enable him to provide an additional 
room. But one of the conditions which 
was laid down as essential if he was to 
continue doing that was that there was to 
be no further increasé in the cost of 
labour and material. 

Senator Senior.—And in the cost of 
land, too. 

Senator KE. D. MILLEN.—I do not 
know that there has been any great in- 
erease in the cost of land, but undoubt- 
edly there has been some increase in the 
cost of labour and material. To the ex- 
_ tent to which these things have increased 
in price during the past six months they 
_ must eat into the additional £100. Off- 
hand, I cannot say what the increase has 
been ‘during that period. Of the £100 
additional advance obviously a portion 
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wail be pated asa Seto | a, 
crease which -has taken place | 








































past half-year, and the balance. 
available for additional accomm< 


raised by Senator Duncan. Ce 

his arguments I can almost does 
there are one or two matters to w 
desire to direct attention. First | 
it is not an unheard of principl t 
where a Government advances money to 
its citizens it advances smaller amoun 
upon more liberal terms than it d 
larger, ones. That is the course whic 
adopted by our Agricultural Banks, a 
we are following the same system here. 
Surely a soldier wee is asked | to. fin i ‘ 


venue at £800 is a being badly tree A 
The fact that the applicant comes 
with £15 of his own is in itself evident 
of his thriftiness, but it also means tha 
when he goes into that home he p t 
down fifteen solid anchors, which — 
prove a material factor in increasing 
desire to make it his own, Ea 


Senator Duncan.-—That would : 
been a good argument to adduce wh 
amount of the advance was £700. 


Senator E. D. MILLEN. Yes. | 


£700 iukout saute chee him for 
deposit. Should he desire a larger 
it is certainly not unfair to ask h 
contribute a small sum towards its” 
chase. 
turned soldier Sahib acquires a war BY 
home being pee to Sh a. 
ee 


Sarenend will loan soldier. daa 
sum of £35 to assist them in makin; 
purchases. Senator Duncan also st 
that if we obtain sound valuations, 
Commonwealth will possess a perf 
good asset, quite apart from the soldier 
deposit. That is perfectly true. | is ae 


case of a man who is ie Base | 
regard to the contract into which 
entered, | 
Senator Duncan. — The Go 
are making fish of one and les 
other. ) 
































er Delicate can opie a Nets 

1ed at £700 without any deposit what- 
_ It is only ‘when a man requires a 

worth £800 that he is asked to 
a small contribution towards it. 


1 os a £800 house will frequently have 
arger family than will the soldier who 
0. with a home that is worth only 


ons, and ihe oe a man’s feanily, 
ess chance he may have of meeting 
For instance, an applicant may 
arning only £4 per week, and the Com- 
ssioner may say ,to him, ‘I believe 
t you would be able to meet your ob- 
fations in respect of a house worth 
‘00, but I aoa wheter you would be 


‘nothing, and ‘the condition was that 
Commissioner was to be satisfied that 
asset was a good one, and included in 


hat ‘may be no hope of him paying ve 
a house. The Commissioner is bound to 

ee if there is a chance of the applicant 
ng; and if a man gays that he is out 
ork, it would be foolish to grant bim 
use. If he wanted assistance, it 
d be given in some other way, with- 
roviding him with a house when it 
S impossible for him to meet the re- 
ayments. ‘I'he same conditions apply 
an advance of £800; and all that is 
isked is that an applicant: shall pay a 
it of £15, which will give him some 
gin should he fall into arrears. I 


be a. good thing for all the applicants to 
iy -a deposit either from ‘their war 


‘think there are very few hl ranakd 
be able to pay a deposit, and returned 
0. Idiers ly would find it advan- 


ile PAYNE (Tasmania) [5.53 } 
I believe every honorable senator will 
me the addition to the amount pro- 
in the original Act for the erection 





Hines Bill. _s19 
of war service homes; but I thine, ‘he, 
time has arrived for the Minister for Re- 
patriation (Senator E. D. Millen) and 
the Commissioner to look into the ques- 
tion of the advisability of making some 
alteration in regard to the kind of houses _ 
now being built. Recently I had the op- 
portunity of inspecting a number of war 
service homes. 


Senator E. D. Mitien.—In which a 
State? | ous 

' Senator PAYN E:—In ‘New’! South: 
Wales, and some in Victoria. oie 


\ 


opinion J have formed that the space in” 
our war service homes is too circum-— 
scribed will, I think, be indorsed by 
other onoreble Seria bors a 

Senator E. D. Mirten.—Does the hone 
orable senator refer to the number of 
rooms? 


Senator PAY NE-:—As to size. The. y 
Minister for Repatriation has said that, 
owing to the increased cost of materialy 
it is now impossible to build a foun 
roomed house for less than £700. | 

Senator E. D. Miruren.—That includes - 
the land, 


Senator ‘PAYNE. — Exactly. The 
Minister has stated that the cost of build- 
ing has necessitated the increase in price, 
and I have been looking around to see 
if there is any possible way of providing 
more conveniences at a lower cost. 
desire to draw the Minister’s attention — 
to the fact that, not so much in Aus- 
tralia—as this is practically new work — 
to us—but in other countries’ families — 
are being housed in much smaller dwell. 
ings, With an equal degree of comfort as 
is enjoyed in Australia, by the adoption — 


of ‘the joint bed-sitting or joint bed 


dining room. I inspected houses built 





in Sydney in which wall-beds were in-) ~ 


stalled, and I was struck with the ft 
that war service homes could be built 
to give the necessary accommodation for 
an “ordinary family under this system, © 
and at the same time provide more room 
space at a reduced cost. I inspected one 
house of three living rooms, serving the 
same purpose as an ordinary five-roomed 
house, built by the Department, | where — 
two rooms were utilized as bed-sitting 
rooms, and the other as a muti 
room. 

Senator Duncan.—What about a bode 
kitchen room? 








~ house. 





War seibitn 


Bator PAY NE.—JIt could be Slid 


ib the kitchen, because in one Gase 

- noticed the sleeping accommodation could 
be used either in the house br on the 
Penick, according to the construction 
of the panel which allowed the wall bed 
to be used either inside or outside the 
I also noticed that a number of 
the buildings are being constructed of 
brick. Every one knows that at present 
there is a great scarcity of skilled workers, 
particularly bricklayers, 
ally increases the cost of the structures. 
Concrete houses are being erected with 
marked success in the different States, 
but not under the old style, with wooden 
boxing, but by means of an apparatus 
the patent of which has been submitted 
to the Department. Under this method 
buildings can be erected in one half the 
time occupied under the old system, 
thereby reducing the cost. I would like 
‘the Minister for Repatriation to confer 
with the Commissioner as to the advis- 
ability of utilizing this improved method 
of concrete construction with a view to 
reducing the cost. 

Senator Wiison.—But it is difficult to 
obtain material. 

Senator PRATTEN. 
- cement, 

Senator PAYNE.—That scarcity is not 
always going to obtain. There is a scar- 
_ city of bricks and labour at present. 

. Senator Draxe-Brockxman.—According 
to the newspapers there is likely to be a 
isplus of cement in Austraha before the 
end of the year. 

_ Senator PAYNE.—It is hoped that 
such will be the case. 

Senator ps Larciz.—There is not 
much likelihood of a surplus of cement 
this year. 

Senator PAYNE.—We shall be build- 
ing war service homes this year and next 
_ year, too, and these points are well worth 
considering, as our object should be to 
cheapen the cost of construction, and at 
_ the same time to provide the soldiers with 
good houses for the money we are ex- 


Pariicalenls 


— 


pending. Senator Duncan referred to the 


additional allowance of £100, for which 
_ the applicant has to deposit £15. 
Senator pe Larcrr.—Why not men- 
tion weatherboard structures? 

Senator PAYNE.—It is my intention 
to do so later.. In regard to the £85 ad- 
) ditional advance mentioned by Senator 
_ Duncan, I understood when the principal 
Act was Safi that, if the circumstances 


s 


_[seNare, 1 


and this natur- : 


every case should be dealt with” 











































. yr 
aerate it, an  aalditionae £10 
be advanced ; but eee ar 


ing valued at £800. T cannot f 
Minister’s argument that it is ab 
essential for the well-being of the 
for an applicant to furnish a depos 
£15. The Minister for Repatriation 
realize that, on his own admissio1 i 
cost. of building has increased: Co: i 
ably during the past twelve months 
that a building which now costs 
could have been built twelve mont 
for £700. It therefore follows thi 
applicant of twelve months ago wa 
nished with a building equally as valu 
and as serviceable at £700 as the so 
who applies to-day, but who has 
£800. If that is so, those who are lat 
in the field should have the same facilit 
and privileges as have been accore d t 
others. 
Senator E. D. Mica _That roulc 
mean that the Department ve anh 
expect repayments on £700. 
Senator PAYNE.—Oh, no! I 1 
not go that far, but I do not thin 
Minister’s contention is logical. 
Senator E. D. Miniey.—l thi 
logical. 
Senator PAYNE.—I do not t ik 
The Minister for Repatriation mig 
well argue that if the messgaoals 


day, he should be charged only £ 
Senator KH. D. Mituten.—The sal 


and, not the soldier. . 

Senator PAYNE.—We are not 
the men homes, but providing them 
hire-purchase system, to enable th 
obtain dwellings for themselves ant 
families. Last year an applican 
purchase a home up to the value of 
but we are now informed that, ow 


to agree to increase the amount to 
on the condition that the applicant 
furnish a deposit of £15 to insure hi 
plication being accepted. In my op’ 


merits, and the Commissioner shou 
agree to an application unless he is sat 
fied that the individual applying he 
reasonable prospect of meeting his pay 
ments within the specified time. 
these circumstances, the a, p. 





















y would han bed in Abe same posi- 
as the applicant. of twelve. months 
with the een vor “that the’ Person 





























y higher amount as his Prieto 
alf-yearly instalment. 
he for mbes ones: will see his way 





ve not had an opportunity of in- 
at war service ne} in Queens- 


os its saitate for . Bene 
duses for a long period, and I know of 
vi ings in Tasmania, constructed of 
aterial, which have been standing 
least ' thirty-five or forty years. 
structures have been carefully main- 


‘ come. to. ‘stay, particularly in those 
8 of Australia where it can be suit- 


2 Eieter will, at the earliest iieane 
confer with the Commissioner to 

it is not possible to provide greater 
ceommodation at a reduced cost, because 









The available ¢ space. I also trust 


it, as provided in sub-clause 2. 


Senator E. D. MILLEN (New South 
s—Minister for Repatriation) [6.4]. 








nato ; Payne, I desire to say that the 
lmissioner is desirous of giving as 
commodation as is possible for 
testa I would also like 














velo auaetracted: by pee. in- 
, But when the honorable senator 


i | he bed and dining room 
I am afraid I cannot be sym- 
ic. The matter has been brought 
1y notice, and when I am next in 





. ks an Saaherien: We he eine 


IT trust the. 


ladies interested in these homes, and who 


d, ee are now in as Aug a state of 
- women, who should know’ what 4s. te. 


ll agree to the elimination of the 


required to build them a home; but they 


ds - in ee a with the 





against the idea of asking people to sleep. a m 
in rooms that are used for dining. © i 


Senator Parwn,—It is a in ai : 
space and ventilation. 


Senator H. D. MILLEN. ie must nS 
largely guided in these matters by the 
opinions expressed by housewives. I have 
taken the opportunity of conferring with 





have made useful suggestions concérning 
the fittings. I have not t had the opportunity 
of speaking to more than two or three 
on the question of combined bed-dining 
rooms, but those to whom I have men 
tioned the matter have condemned ‘th 
scheme, on the ground that there is no 
sufficient ventilation for the bed clothing 
when it is closeted up all day. I do not 
know whether that is a substantial objec. 
tion or not; but it is one that appeals to 





quired in dwellings of this nature. They 
seem to regard it as an advantage to have 
the bedding properly aired. 


Senator Paynz.—It could as a 
Senator E. D. MILLEN.—I am endea- 


vouring to arrange an inspection of the 

properties to which Senator Payne has 

referred. I have explained. the reasons 

which caused me to induce the Give i 
ment to adopt that 15 per cent. provision 
I still think that no hardship is implied 
and that there is-a measure of safety in 
it. Honorable senators are apt to pic 
ture hard cases. These\make a bad basis a 
for sound laws. The Department has ~ 
had almost innumerable instances of men 
who have been in a position, personally 
to find a substantial portion of the mone 


















have said, ‘‘ The Government. is offerjn; 
6 per cent, in respect of the Peace Lo 
and is lending us money at 5 per cent. 
for the building of homes for ourselves.” 
I have had actual cases of men in is 
session of £300 or £400 who have not 
been prepared to pay one penny by w 
of deposit.. They have said, in effect 
‘‘'We prefer to borrow from the Govern: 
ment at 5 ae cent. and to invest our own 
money at 6 per cent. or 7 per cent. or 8 
per cent.” There are industrial securl 
ties to-day returning quite as much a 
I have indicated, and Rabvan are safe 
cecal for ay Paani Mc 
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War Service ie 


Senator WILSON. “And ised are a lot 


c we industrial securities which many people 
! ‘would \like to get’ out of. 


Senator EB. D. MILLEN .—That Boia 


\ ‘pathetic and personal, and I am sorry 


for the honorable senator; but the fact 


remains, and while 
may be able to bring forward cases of in- 
~ dividual soldiers who might be hurt by 
_ this provision, I can only answer by relat- 


" every angle. 


hangrabhe senators 


ing the experiences of the Commission and 
_ by submitting that no great harm can 
befall. 

senator FOLL aE [6.8 |. 
The Minister for Repatriation (Sena- 


tor Millen) has cited cases which have 


come under his notice where former sol- 
diers have applied for homes and have 
paid no deposit, despite the fact that they 
have been in possession of £300 or £400. 
If it is right that such circumstances 
should be provided against, the necessary 
provision should have been inserted in the 
original Act. The disability should not 
be introduced in respect of men desirous 
at this stage of taking advantage of the 
War Service Homes legislation. Senator 
- Wilson stressed a most important fact, 
teeny. that the man who is least able 
to pay a deposit, namely, a family man, 
with all the responsibilities entailed there- 
_ by, is the man who is most likely to re- 
quire a home with an additional room. 
A £700 house should be sufficient for a 
newly married man, but an £800 house 
iS necessary in the case of a returned 
soldier who has a family to provide for, 
and who, to- -day, on account of the high 
cost. of living, is ‘‘up against it’? from 
If we demand from a man 
‘with a family a deposit of £15 in order to 


- get a house large enough for his necessi- 


- ties, and we let a man without children 
- go scot- free, we will be acting unjustly. 


! | moye-— 


_ That sub-clause 2 be left out. 
Senator WILSON (South Australia) 


 [6.11].—I cannot see any reason for the 
15 per cent. imposition. The matter ap- 
pears to be altogether too small to war- 
_ rant specific legislation. 
fair to place one man who had served 
for the full period of the war in a less 
- fortunate position than another who had 
Le back to Australia earlier, and so had 
been able to take advantage ‘of the lower 
cost of building material. The figures 







_which Senator E. D. Millen provided in 
respect of the matter of security were 
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- Wales*—Minister for Repatriation) 6 


It would be un-. 


Soh gabe | 








































De Cae B'S 


really doban idaho “he be ae st 
been astounded to learn that on 


rant honorable senators in “ae 
liberal attitude with regard to t 
posal contained in sub-clause 2. 
the suggestion that the Departmen 
well look for cheaper houses, that 
involve a false economy. I am 
believer in the cheap concrete hou: 
I may say that I have paid for : 
perience in this regard. I ‘shall 
again build cheap concrete houses. Upor 
the present price of concrete the out. 
to-day amounts to an excess of 0 
cent. over the cost of building a s me 
brick house. It has been conc 
proved that the cheapest, most 
able, and best type of house is th 
and stone structure now being ere 
the Department. It appears to m 
the Minister is offering no great object 
to the deletion of sub-clause 2; and, f 
that attitude, he has my commendati 
Senator PRrarren.—in view of t 
that other honorable senators, w 
unavoidably away, would doubtl 
to express their views upon the prop 
new section, I suggest that the further 
sideration of the clause be postpon 


Senator E. D, MILLEN (New 


—I have not been indifferent to the 
expressed by honorable senators, > 
judgments are likely to be as corr 
my own. I have not remained unm 
by the arguments brought forwar 
afternoon, and, in order: to full 
sider the ‘proposal, to omit portion 
proposed new section, I am willin 
liberate further upon “it at a later | 

Progress reported. 


Senate adjourned, at 6. 7 Pp: m. 


absence \of Mr. eee ee 
Mr. Deputy SpeaKER (Hon 
Chanter) took the pee at 3. 1 p. | 
































“RICHARD FOSTER, R—By way 
rsonal explanation, T eall attention 
statement me in al oapll 


le ny on my arrival from fellate this 
morning. The statement is false in every 
ur ieular ; I have never even heard of 


ght be taken against the newspapers 
onsible for the publication. I wish 
express my appreciation of the 
esy and cee, of ne Fe asatige 


am me. De my twenty-seven 
A amet sae ware Ui 


on me without tgs ius ee 
ot .from me whether the state- 










2 ing Said I have received 
Ss peony practically all the wool- 


a ew South Wales. 
burne Brothers are closing this 
is Henry Haigh and Sons Limited, 





Messrs. 








ally closed | down ;- Ateaa ee: 
me and Stephen have put off 
seven men, and thirty-three more 
nish this week; and the position is 
ut the same with "Messrs. Sugden and 












2 down of ree works henbioned 







of a. ae pumlien of men, and a 


wool available fies sottoes 


was ** Y es.?: 


mpany. Limited okt jie Wright 


_ that Australia is the only 
nvolve the throwing out of employ- 


aan Republics, _ 





| Barats the 
embargo was raised, the Government 
were in direct communication’ regarding 

it with all the interests involved, and it — 
was as a result of representations sade ” { 
by a deputation at which these interests 

were represented that the embargo was 
raised. Certain honorable members were i 
present at that deputation. I then put fie 
the question categorically to the repre He 
sentatives of each industry—to those of 
the packers, growers, brokers,  fell- 
mongers, and scourers—whether they 
were quite sure that the action which 
they wished me to take was compatible 
with the best interests of Australia. 
said to the representatives of the fell 
mongers and scourers, “ Are you quite 
sure that you will have enough wool to 
scour?” To that question their repl 
T asked, “ Do you wish me 
to take this action?” They said “ Yes.” 
I said, “ Are you sure that you represent 
the whole industry in Victoria, New 
South Wales, and elsewhere?” and they 
replied “ Yes.” Under these circum- 
stances the Government are hardly to: 
blame for the removal of the embargo. 
Any blame there may be must fall on the 
shoulders of those who, having had the 
amplest opportunity to consider the 
matter, and being invited by me to set — 
out exactly what was wanted for local — 
requirements, failed to do so, ‘Their pre- — 
sent complaint is a poor expression of 
gsratitude to the Government, which for 
the past six years have drawn upon them- 
selves the criticism of the growers fo 
their action In making wool available 
to the scourers at a much lower price’ 
than could be got anywhere else in the 
world. However, I shall make inquiries, 
and see what can be done. Ne 







































LEAGUE OF NATIONS’ ~ 
CONTRIBUTIONS. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—Has the ation 
tion of the Prime Minister been draw 
to the following cablegram :— 


Sir Richard Amess, formerly Honorary. See 
retary of the Canadian Patriotic Fund, who i 
an officer of the League of Nations, complain . 
Dominion which 
has not yet paid the 1920 contribution to up 
keep of the League of Nations. Similar de- 
lays have only occurred in connexion wit! 
China, UHayti, and other smaller ~Soutl 































“is not a fact that the Commonwealth con-. 
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Aviation. - 


‘That statement is such a serious reflec- 
tion on the Commonwealth that I bring 


it under the notice of the Prime Minister. 
Mr. HUGHES.—So far as I know, it 


_ tribution has not been: paid; but, if the 


eontribution is unpaid, the omission will, 
of course, be repaired.. However, I shall 


make inquiries into the matter. 


ROYAL AUSTRALIAN GARRISON 
ARTILLERY. 

Mr. WATKINS.—Is it the intention 

of the Defence Department, on the plea 

of employing returned soldiers in the 


Royal Australian Garrison Artillery, to 


discharge married men who volunteered, 
and obtained the volunteer’s badge, but 


were prevented from going to the war; 


and is the Department recruiting young 


single men who did not go to the war? 
Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—It¢ is not 


a fact that we are putting off married 


‘been decided. 


men who volunteered to go'to the war. 
The replacement of those who did not 
volunteer by other men is under con- 
sideration, though nothing definite has 
We shall not put off 
married men who unconditionally volun- 
teered for service abroad.. I shall get a 
definite statement for the honorable mem- 


_ ber. 


AVIATION. 
Fiient or Lizvrenants Parer AND 
McInrosp—Commearciat AyIaTION ON 
Nortu-weEst Coast. , 


Mr. MARKS.—As TI was the first hon- 


orable member of either House to raise 


the question of making a grant to Liew- 


tenants Parer and MelIntosh, who have 


just completed an aerial flight from Lon- 
don to Australia, I would like to know 


whether it is true, as reported in the press, 


‘that the Commonwealth propose to make 


a grant of £1,000 to these distinguished 
officers in recognition of their great ex- 
ploit, and to suggest that the amount 


might be made £1,000 each. 


Mr. HUGHES.—It is correct that the 


Government have decided to make a 


grant of £1,000 to Lieutenants Parer and 
McIntosh in recognition of their splendid 


feat, but the honorable member’s request 
_ to have the amount increased will be duly 
_ considered. I hope the honorable mem- 


ber i8 not ovérlooking the fact that 1t was 


idle 
§ } 


REPRESENTATIVES. iy 


of most wonderful mishaps and 


_did not inspire anything so extr 

























7 ray 


entirely owing to ‘he action n. of the 


flights have been made. So ~ 
know, it is the only Government 
out the Empire that has done 4 
to encourage aviation on such a 
scale. However, I join with the h 
able member in paying my tribut 
Lieutenants Parer and McIntosh. W 
thesGovernment offered a prize of £1 

for a flight from London to Australi: i 
idea was to demonstrate that aeria 
gation between Europe and Australis 
not only pe but spice ik 


gation over any other in point of ¢ 
occupied on the journey. These sp 
young men have arrived here after « 


tures in a machine totally unfit 
world flight. Their feat stands ou 
those of the ancient cireumnavigato 
encircled the world with vessels th 
would hardly be considered safe in. Pi 

Phillip or Sydney Harbor, The reques 


by ile Gavernmnnerw il favorabl 
and if we are not able to accede to 
friends Lieutenants Parer and Mc 

will realize that it is not because 
vernment do not fully hagas: 


cial position. 


Mr. GRE GORY.—Has 


forward by me a little time ago, that 1 
Government should subsidize com mn 


Sonaaraiok by the Minister he 
and myself. A 


financial proposals of the Gowad 

was inspired by the Treasurer, an: 
ther it ROrrerhty, states the Gover: us 
financial policy ? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I hops 























































: regard to the intentions of the Go- 


ustralia at the forthcoming League of 
as Conference ? 





inc. to give on the matter. I have 
d with very great interest certain 
ations in the press in regard to 
ntentions of the Government and 
Wn movements in particular. . 1 
€ seen set hurled through the 


aS a and what my intentions are 
Lard oy knows. 


oe ne have a circular in my hand 
om typical of those sent out by 


fi _ Wales, advancing reasons for 
g "to mail contractors any con- 
tion for contracts entered into this 


to he stich an extraordinary. atatanent, pie 
_ seeing that last month the price of fodder) 


rnment in respect to the representation | 


was twice as high as it was in Jqnuary — 
last, that I would like to know if the 
Postmaster-General acquiesces in itt 7 


Mr. WISE.—I do. hy 


BASIS OF EXCHANGE. 


Mr. BRUCE.—Has the attention ee 
the Prime Minister been drawn to ay 


~ statement made by the Minister for Ons 


toms when dealing with the question of 

the caleulation of the basis of foreign — 
exchange, that it was proposed to do 
nothing in the matter until a case, which — 
[understand has been commenced before 

the Courts, had been settled? I would — 

like to know whether that statement was a 
the considered judgment of Cabinet, © 
and if the matter has not yet been con- 
sidered by Cabinet I would ask that ise 
should be, particularly in view of the 
fact that the legal action referred to may | 

be taken by appeal to the Privy Coun- — 

cil, thus permitting the whole question, 
which does not deal with the past, but — 
relates to the future, to be held up for an — 


indefinite period. 


Mr. HUGHES.—I have had an oppor- 
tunity of discussing this matter with my 
honorable colleague, the Munister for 
Trade and Customs (Mr. Greene), and 
we have looked at it from every point of | 
view. We have also had opportunities — 
of discussing the question with the Con-) — 
sul-General for France. The fact that a _ 
case is now pending creates an awkward 
position, and one which, in certain cir- 
cumstances, might be most embarrassing. 
The reply to the honorable member’s ques- 
tion is that the Government considers that 
the view taken by the Department of 
Trade and Customs as to the basis upon 
which duty should be collected is the cor- 
rect interpretation of the law. What the 
law is will, of course, be decided by the ip 
Courts; but the intentions of the Govern- ay mS 
ment may now be set out. The Govern- h 
ment, while not admitting for one moment = 
that the view of the,Department of Trade \ iy 
and Customs is other than the correct in- 
terpretation of the existing law, realizes 
that the levying of duties upon the par 
rate of exchange may, and probably does, | 
involve in certain cases hardship upon — 

countries with a depreciated currency. In 
order to remove this disadvantage, cat 
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Export of 


oe Gyocmnitent proposes to ee oe ee | 


ion which, while offering relief to France 


~ and Italy, amongst other countries, will 
safeguard the interests of the Common- 
wealth, and will prevent the imposition 


oof a most serious, if not intolerable, handi- 


cap upon America, 
dumping are not to be overlooked, and the - 


The possibilities of 


Government will introduce aisiavion at 


-an early date. 


- the’ policy of the Government, irrespec- 


tive of the case now pending, and of any 
decision that may be eiven upon it. 

‘The position, therefore, is that the Go- 
vernment believes that the Department of 
Trade and Customs is correct in its inter- 
pretation of the law, and that in normal 
conditions it is the most equitable method 
of calculating the basis on which duty 
should. be collected. But it recognises 


that abnormal circumstances now exist, 
-and it will introduce legislation which will 


relieve the disadvantages under which 
France now labours, and at the same time 


protect the interests of the Common- 
wealth, while not imposing handicaps 
upon America. 


DISMISSAL OF EMPLOYEES AT 
NAVAL: DEPOT, 


Mr. MATHEWS. gals regard to the 


“proposal to dismiss. or retire a number of 
- men who have been engaged in stores and — 


- repair work at the Naval Depét, Mel- 


‘bourne, I desire to ask the Minister for 
the Navy whether, before taking that ac- 
tion, he will confer with the Minister in 
charge of 
whether the men could not be found work 
in connexion with the shipbuilding opera- 
tions of the Government. 
possible that the particular work carried 


shipbuilding, and ascertain 


It is quite 


out at the Naval Depot by these men 


might be taken over by the shipbuilding 


branch, and the men thus given a chance 


of continuing in employment. 


| Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—I shall be glad 


to confer with the Minister in charge of 


shipbuilding, with the object of ascertain- 


ing whether sanything can be done for 


re men. 


“EXPORT OF SCRAP METALS. 


Mr. HUGHES.—The honorable mem-. 





a be for Dampier (Mr. Gregory), on the 





| Totton: for Lae rehbaane of the 


sian SPER erect 
ye a My 


That may be taken to be_ 


[REPRESENTATIVES ih ste 





J aOR f toate) a bagi: 
in the day, he had add: € 
Mintster for Bites and Custor 





























































the export ‘ shan steel impose ry t 
Department of Trade and Custc ns, 
the instance of the Attorney -( ir 
Department. In the course of 
marks, on’ the motion for the a 
ment, he made the following. sh 
ments : — cine ‘ 

(a) Although I tess made: ‘specific 


sentations, I have failed to 
anything in the nature | of arb: 


reply. 
(b) I have never yet had | 
Attorney-General’s Depart 
lucid answer to any questio: 
put to it in regard to fhe 
dustry. ; 
(c) 1 can get no information from th 


‘ 


or 
its export will be © permitted beh 


the facts is not HM, 
tations on this subject have receive 
attention. When the honorable - 
first raised the question about px 
a, dealer in Wee Australia t 


‘ made a comprehen statemen 
House. 


tion of it. ; ha) 


In the case referred to. we nel 
member the applicants did not hold any k 
Shoes, but wished to buy 70 tons for 
to Hong Kong. ip 
fused by the Government, as local us 
prepared to purchase the horse shoes | 
sonable price for local treatment in 


sent being erected to treat the ‘Wes 
tralian production and nec 
scrap steel. 


Moreover, in reply to the honora ) 
ges 8 further pithy cs. e 


that the pacetian of jocmnneae 
portation of the horse shoes wa 
considered before my statement 
ously referred to was made, and, 
that ‘‘in view of the circumsta 
explained, it is regretted that 

to ship cannot be given.’’ _ 


eine ow, the Sen 0 enh 
letter was addressed to him b: 





























e did not refuse the application to ship 
yrs¢ shoes. The decision conveyed to the 
my by the Metal Exchange was the de- 
f the Government, the matter having 
submitted by the ‘Metal Exchange for 
decision. As Messrs. Paterson and Com- 
Crags agit teas to ou Metal visti at 


bs 


| 


OL ‘statement that the Metal Exchange 
Id _the permit, He has been repeat- 





simply conveyed to the applicants 
decision of the Government. 


me repeat what I stated here on 
May last :—_ 


Government cannot permit dealers to 
_ scrap steel, making for themselves 
Pty to; £2 profit per ton, whereas, by in- 
ing on local treatment, at Teast £97 per ton 


Lees in direct wages, and reason- 
















aoe been car on 
B There has 
S ge 2 a for neatly five. years,, 
eae that time the Australian iron 


ric Scrap iron and. steel has been 
tial to this industry. In_ last 
y's Argus extracts are published 
Broken Hull Proprietary’ Ss 
This is one of the 





st countries | this. fae iron and 
_very readily obtained, and from 30 
. to 35 per cent. is considered a pro- 
ure. At Newcastle, however, the 
of this material is very limited, and 
ut 17 per cent. of the charge can be 
This will be remedied by the in- 
n of a duplex plant, ich uses molten 












Site peer e haba tne Shits 
insists on the serap being utilized 
provided the users are prepared 


ire a into’ you ‘gine va “Metal Bx: 


plain. 
faction with the prices offered by the local 
iron founders. 


me e honorable me ents now pepe the 


ay given, and chat fhe Metal Ex-" 


ent. by the steel founders in the Common-- 


ments of eVat State. 


passed 3 in reference to the buyer, if there 


a iconmpeenttd cg af ‘this scrap 


ei," steel, and made available to. 
e ne sumers in this Sancad oe 





not concerned with national industries. | 


The dealer wants his own little profit of 


£1 or so per ton on the scrap, baal the 


Government takes a different view. © me 
is not the producers of serap who com- 
They have expressed no ee 


No complaint of any oe 
kind has been made by a producer. ‘The Ge 
dealers who were applicants in this ease 
when they applied for permission to shij 
did not hold any scrap, but if they ob 
tained permission to ship would be. pre 
pared to buy some. No injury was ‘don 
to them by refusing a permit: but the 
sound reasons underly ing the metal policy 
of the Government do not come with 
the range of their vision. 


in conclusion, I appeal to the gate 
able member to assist the establishment of. 
the iron and steel industry in the West. A’ 
company which has already made good. 
in New South Wales has now put in a 
plant m the West, which is expected by 
October to be producing sufficient steel. 
of various grades to meet the require- 
Without an assured 
supply of scrap it cannot carry on, Tha 
is a customer for all the available _ 
Western Australian scrap. So long as— 














producers are paid fair and reasonable 


prices, the Government cannot permit 

dealers to export the life blood of the — 
electric steel industry to the East to be . 
worked up there by cheap Asiatic labour. 


Mr. GREGORY.—What action has 
been taken by the Prime Minister’s De- 
partment to protect the seller or owner of 
any scrap steel or metal in Western 
Australia? Has any regulation been 























is a buyer—though I am given to under 
stand that at present hed’ ae not——or 
any regulation or instruction which wil 
in any shape or form protect the seller: 
of hae steel or iron ? 
























will sink anaes unless | Soak of it. Be 
is not proposed to permit ae raw ma- 














iene he _con- 
Tron and ‘steel 













if Chould be Aen in a sae of fools if 

we: permitted the iron and steel referred 

to to go out of the country when we can 
_ manufacture it into its final form here. 


e % 


AUSTRALIAN FOODSTUF FS. 
Concrstion at Lonpon Docks. 


. Mr. MAKIN.—About a fortnight ago, 

I asked the Prime Minister whether he 
was aware of the congestion that has 
taken place at the London Docks in the 
matter of Australian foodstuffs? JI have 
not received a reply to that question yet. 


Mr. HUGHES.—TI read an answer to 
the honorable member’s question, but 
said I would get him some further infor- 
mation. I do not think that I have that 
information here now, but I shall get it 
for him. “ 





(OVERSEAS INSULATED SPACE. 
Mr. McWILLIAMS.—Has the Con- 


troller of Shipping obtained any informa- 
tion with regard to the control of overseas 
insulated space for the coming season? 
Re any information has been obtained, 
what is the price charged for freight, 
especially in the case of fruit? 


Mr: POYNTON.—The honorable mem- 
ber was good enough to let me know that 
he intended to uk this question, and I 
have been. able to ascertain for him 
the latest advice received from London 
by the Commonwealth Line of Steamers 

im connexion with refrigerated space in 
vessels loading from Australian ports to 
the United Kingdom. It is that the Im- 
_perial Government has retained control of 
all the insulated space until April of next 
pane and is paying for the same at the 
rate of £7 4s. per ton for all space re- 


 quisitioned. The previous rate was £6 
12s. 6d. | 
Bor ac My 


McWuttrams.—And freights are 
falling all over the world! 


& 


SHIPPING POLICY OF THE 
_ GOVERNMENT. 


; Mr. RILEY.—When does the Prime 
te EM atntor propose to inform the House 
as to the shipping policy of the Govern- 
- ment? Does he propose to continue the 
ie Dang of ships? I am afraid that at 




























































that fact. So far’ as « ae 
‘ig going on. ; 


My. HUGHES.-What has the h 
able member in his mind? 
Mr. Ritey.—I want. jnore ie 
down—more ships built, =~ 4 
Mr. HUGHES.—TI shall attend. t 
tea time. 
Later— 
Dish RILEY. meet the Primo M 


ie RILEY 1 iam 
question to the Minister in mig 
building. ; 


answer. . 

Mr. RILEY.—1I dee not « care ai 
do so or not. | 
Mr. Huenzs.—All right. 
Mr. RILEY.—I ask the Min 
charge of shipbuilding what is 
posal of the Government in rega: 
shipbuilding: is the Government ba 
and filling in this matter? The 
‘ment had better let the sh kno’ 
is ® Peie done. 


PCa without notice, of the 
“Minister, and, by way of exp : 
refer to messages which have | 


Galnasen an@ the Government 
to the formal declaration of. 
understand that on 16th J uly ee 


“by the Lar of Stat oo 
nies to the Government— f 
With reference to my telegram, ‘if 
proposed to ‘issue Order- in-Co 


section 13 Termination of Pre 
finition~ pc, 1918, ae ion oi 













‘ ae sent to hs eae of State 
for the Colonies in reference to this pro- 
g mation. I wish to know whether the 


‘poses to issue a proclamation by the 
Governor-General formally declaring a 
ate of ahs between the Commonwealth 


& 4 "ROE Ie RIT 6 to His alana 
e Governor-General to sign a proclama- 
tion of peace ie Australia. That ee 


CONCILIATION AND 
ARBITRATION COURT. 


the 
the 


LAMOND._Is. 


inform 


HECTOR 


Justice Higgins, in this morning’s 
8, are accurate; if so, is it proposed 
ake any steps to prevent a repetition 
he attempt to intimidate Parliament 
he legislation it is considering? 


~HUGHES.—I do not know 
not. The remarks certainly appeared 
the press, but, as we have already 
heard from the honorable member for 
Wakefield (Mr. Richard Foster), quite a 
number of things appear in the 
 almete are inaccurate. If the 
report is accurate I think 


fu ioe of this Lepislature: and the 
functions of the J udiciary, are clearly de- 
ned, and just as comment here would be 
eatly resented, indeed, not permitted, 
ae work of the J ee so neither 





Prime Minister, at an early date, pro- 


otk r the n : 
the Bho Be ebaneameport 1 vorrect and in addition 448 Carne arms have been 


follows:— 


I will have the matter looked into at once.” 


IN COME TAX, 
Minine Limca ii Hin 
Mr. GREGORY asked the Treasurer, 


upon notice— 


Is the amount realized for the ete be a gela 
or other mining lease taxable under section 
14p of the Federal income assessment tax? 


Sir JOSEPH CQOK.—This question 
is shortly to be determined by the 
Supreme Court of Western Australia, to 













































. which an appeal is being made contesting 


the validity of bringing payments re-: 
ceived by lessees, upon the assignment — 
or transfer of a mining lease, within the 
operation of section 14p of ‘the Ineor me 
Tax Assessment Act. . : 









AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE “4 
ARTIFICIAL Limes. 


Mr. LISTER pak! the Minister Te y, 
presenting the Minister for Repatriation, 
upon notice— a 

1. What is the total number of artincal | 
limbs—(a) arms, (b) legs—supplied to mem-. 
bers of the Australian Imperial Force since 
the establishment of the Artificial Limb Fao- 
tory in Australia? 

2. What is the average cost per limb? 

3. Is it true that many limbs supplied are 
causing considerable inconvenience and discom- _ 
fiture to those unfortunate enough to need 
them? 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE _ADhe an- 
swers to the honorable member’s ae | 
tions are as follow: — . 





1. The number of limbs supplied by the : 
vernment Artificial Limbs Factories since a ; 
establishment is— 

(a) Arms, 293; 
(b) Legs, 2,356; 













plied and fitted by the Carne Arm Limited. 


2. The average cost of limbs suppiied by. Bet: 
Government Artificial Limbs Factories is as 


Is ; tele 
elbow, £15 9s. Id. eit i 

Legs—above knee, £21 8s. 8d.; below nee, A 
£16 7s. 5d. ; 6 


3. Every artificial replacement ery ae 
or less inconvenience and discomfiture | to ‘the | 
person who is fitted with one, but there is. RS 
ample evidence to show that the limbs PaHae : 
turned out by the Government Artificial Limbs . 
Factories are highly satisfactory. If the hon- | 
orable member will inform me of any instances _ 
in which limbs supplied by the Government — 
Artificial Limbs Factories are unsatisfactory, . : 


Arms—above elbow, £19 15s. 






















































































iy MILITARY STAFF CLERKS 
me Puszic Service Brut. . 
Mr. BRENNAN asked the Minister 
i representing the wee for Defence, 
a meen notice— 
J. Are military staff clerks to be brought 
acess the operation of the Publie Service Act, 
as suggested by Senator Pearce, but not stated 
$n his speech in another place on the 6th 
August, 1920—Hansard, page 33617? 
oo Mt so, will they be under the supervision 
of the Public Service Board of Management to 
‘the same extent as is proposed to be applied to 
“other members of the Public Service? - 
8, Are such persons eligible for positions in 
the finance section of the Defence Department 
thead-quarters and the various district accounts 
offices, such as were recently advertised as 
‘vacant in the Commonwealth Gavette? 


_ Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE—The an- 
swers to the honorable member's ques- 
tions are as follow:— 

1 and 2. It-is proposed that the clerical 
staffs of the Defence Department shall be 
‘brought under the Public Service Act, but 
finality will not be reached in the matter "until 
the new Public Service Bill is brought before 
Parliament. 

3. Applications of military staff clerks for 
‘positions in the finance section of the Depart- 
‘ment will be considered and dealt with on 
aperr: merits, 


ae SUGAR SHORTAGE. - 
Mr. McGRATH asked the Minister 
for Trade and Customs, upon notice— 
1. Is it true that large quantities of raw 
sugar are held by the Department? 
2. If so, will he consider the advisability of 
releasing portion of this sugar, with a view of 
‘meeting the shortage caused by the limited 
quantity of refined sugar that is available? 
Mr. GREENE.—The answers to the 


honbrable member’s questions are as fol- 
low :— 

va: No. | 

2 ‘See reply to No. 1. 


PRICE OF LACTOGEN. 
| ate: GABS. asked the Prime Minister, 


upon notice— 


1. Whether it is a fact that chemists have 
ees cireularized to increase the price of 
. *Lactogen ’* from 6s. to 9s. per 3-lb. tin? 

. 2. If so, may not this act against Australia 
ba in the matter of race production, both in re- 
_ gard to quality and quantity, and in this con- 


_ mexion will the Government consider the ques- 


tion of subsidizing the company concerned ‘in 
regard to this article, so that it may be sold 
i a bec aeong bie price ? 


EX 








. - = iv vu 3 _ 
| HUGHES, Ea am ou 








ae as aye honoeaald Bien tha 
Commonwealth Government has 


. control price-fixing, which is now dee t by 


with by the Governments of the ve 
States. 


MAIL co; TR eane? “i 
Drovert ALLOWANCE. be 
Mr, McGRATH asked the Postm 


‘General, wpon notice— 


Whether he has decided to: nee any 
cial assistance to mail contractors who ha 
suffered serious financial losses through the ii 
creased price of fodder caused oxi we 
cron His 


eat, sums cca paid ws aoe shoe ors rs’ 
in drought- ciao areas “where AAS 


shown that such is warren 





Dr. MALONEY tasked the 
Minister, upon notice— 


‘1. If, in view of the Australian baby 
the best immigrant for Australia, he will 
the necessary steps to bring in a Bill 

viding that any landlord, landlady, or 
and land agent who asks an applicant fo 
house if he has any children shall be punishec 
for the first offence with one week’s impr 
ment ? 

2. Will he make provision to deities a ae 
similar penalty, any person who advertises 
any paper that. house seekers having ec 
need not apply? 

3. If the Prime Minister finds: it impo 
to make this law for all Australia, will 
Minister enter into communication with all 
State Governments, | with a view to. rem 
this matter? 


Mr. HUGHES.—This is a nate f 
consideration by the Governments 0! 
various States, under whose notice : 
of the honorable member’s questi r 
be brought. fe 


WHEAT SUPPLY: NEW sO 4 
WALES) 97h) a 


Mr. JOWETT (for Mr, Game 
asked the Prime Minister, upon noti 


1. Whether he will give a fuller reply 
question of the honorable member. for C 
mite, of the 20th August, in ~ refer 
Western Australian wheat supplies 
South Wales? a 

2. What proportion mae Western a lia, 
agreed to supply to New South Wale me i 

3. Is Western Australia’s proportion ung’ 
on the same basis as arb other 8 






























































supply the greater part of New South 


7% 


‘oe gmmcharan ert as. Bin marl in ey of 


ir, HUGHES.—The answers ‘to the 
2orable member’s questions are as s fol- 


bits 


rat 2. Neither Westein etoile nor 
‘other State has agreed to supply an 
} sltnay ‘quantity or prapenhas to New Sout! 
Wales. 

Supplies will probably aes be drawn by 
Australian Wheat Board. from Western 
alian stocks. ” 

No. Under the pooling system it is im- 
erial from which State supplies of wheat 
f flour are made on account of any specified 
tract made by the Australian Wheat Board. 
> sales to New South Wales and other States 
being regarded as. oversea sales; therefore, 
@ proceeds are pooled so that the sale’ will 
peu account of all the ee States. 


iF, Whether any reduction in the salaries 
id to officials in charge of post-offices in the 
rier electorate is contemplated, or has it 
taken place within the last few weeks? 

2. It. $0, will the Minister state the. reason 


ee that the Ore atin aa ie 
ee and the Deputy Postmaster- 


ily, 1920, in. the pamiente fay Ponauohine the 
official post-offices at. Woomboota and Tilpa. 
The reductions. are due to variations in 


; AUDIT BILL. 
| returned from the Senate with 


PAPERS. 
The following papers were presented : — 
Customs — Act—Proclamation (dated 11th 


_ August, 1920) revoking so much of Pro- 
 clamation (dated Ist October, 1919) as 
- relates to the Exportation of Superphos- 
ag ae and the raw materia] for the manu- 
facture of such goods. 

- Census and_ Statistics Act-—Regulations— 
Statutory Rules 1920, She 127. 

Norfolk Island— 

_ Ordinance of 1920—No. 1—Preserved Fish 


: See under ae | Preserved Fish 


ae not be detrimental tho. the Wiles: 





i. Onder Been a: 


“i rary 
af f 


achutaeen tay 
Meat Ordinance 


T Bess of Government— 
Ordinance of 1920—No. 
Regulations under the 

1920. 
War Service 
under, at— Nees 
Auburn, New South Wales. hala, 
Islington, Neweastle, New South’ Wathen: 
Newbotitle, Waratah, New South Wales 


Homes Act—Land | seqiired 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. - no is 
Postponement or New GuInga Visrr. 
Mr. HUGHES (Bendigo—Prime Min- 
ister and Attorney-General) [3. 47] nh 
move— i 
That Order of the Day No. 1 be postpone ‘ 
until after consideration of Order of the 
Day No. 3. ee 
It was in contemplation that members of — 
the Parliament should pay a visit to 
Rabaul, in order to see something of the 
islands over which the mandates have 
been granted. But that visit has been 
- postponed, and as there is now no im- 
mediate urgericy for passing the New 
Guinea Bill, the Government ask the — 
House to proceed at once with the two 
Bills relating to industrial matters. 9 7. 
Question resolved in the affirmative. 














CONCILIATION-AND 5 
ARBITRATION BILL. 


In Committee (Consideration resumed : : 
from 20th August, vide page 3750): 
Clause 2— 


Section 4 of the principal Act is amended : 
(a) by inserting in the definition of ‘* in 
dustrial Matters’, after the word » 
‘“ pody,”’ the words “and any matter — 
as to the demarcation of functions _ 
of any iad aa or classes of bars 
ployees ”” iN 
(b) by inserting in the definition or) Lock V ‘ 
out’, after the word ‘ employ- 
ment ”” (first. oceurring), the words 
‘‘and the total or partial refusal o 
employers, acting in combination, to 
give work, if the refusal is unreason: 
able ’’; and us 
inserting in the definition nya 
a Strike ”’, after the word ‘em. 
ployers’’, the words, ‘and the total 
or partial refusal of employees, ee 
ing in combination, to accept work 


ee 


if the refusal is unreasonable ; Laat 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs —Minister : 
for Works and Railways). ue a | 
move— Pak 

That the following paragraph be ieireage are ae 

Se CE by inserting in the definition of 
‘employer,’ after the word § indus- — 


try,’ the words 
club.’ ” bh) 









(c) by 





aac ‘includes ‘ a 












the amendment will he it clear that it 
; does. 

Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [3.50].— 
The unions have requested that such an 
alteration should be made, and I there- 
4 fore support the amendment. 

~ Amendment agreed to. 


A Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [3. 51]. — 
_ I take it that the proposal to insert in the 
definition of industrial matters the 
- words— 

And any matter as to the demarcation of 
functions of any employees or classes of em- 
ployees, 

is intended to provide for the settlement 
of the many disputes that arise and are 
found difficult to adjust as a result of 
the overlapping of work which sometimes 

occurs, especially in connexion with ship- 
building ? 

Mr. Groom.—That is so. 


, e Mr. CHARLTON.—It is Hea to 
| ~ further amend section 4 of the principal 


oth 









Act by inserting in the definition of 


-** lockout” the words— : 


-. And the total or partial refusal of em- 
ployers, acting in combination, to give work, 
if the refusal is er oe oe 


Met The definition of ‘‘strike” is similarly 
_ refusal of employees to accept work. It 
may have been found in practice that 
the widening of the definition of ‘‘ lock- 
out” is needed, and it may be argued 

that. employees should be placed on the 
same footing as employers in this matter. 

I do not for a moment urge that they 

should be dealt with differently, but I 

would point out to the Minister that the 
- widening of the definition of ‘‘ strike” 
may bring under the penal provisions of 
the law unions and associations which 
have not been parties to a strike. A large 
association may have many lodges, and a 
ledge may have several branches. The 
- members of any of these branches might 
do something to bring about a total or 
partial refusal to accept work, but the 
association might be no party to the ac- 
tion taken, though two or three days 
might elapse before it could interfere. 
- I do not think that under such circum- 
stances an association should be made re- 
_ sponsible for action taken by some of its 
¥ eceht without its consent. There 














sections of 


_ widened in regard to the total or partial. 






ment in the Ma Hae besides se 







sdaaenieen Pees ee a members 
5,000 or 10,000. The penalty { fo 









i 


not take the Bi of comin, under 
Act if the interpretation that I fear mig] 
be given to this amendment. I sh 

like to know what it really means. 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Dowiesante 
for Works and Railways) [3.54].—It 
section 6 of the principal Act that imp 




















































of a joekout or strike; we are here dea 
ing only with the definitions of “loc 
out” and ‘‘ strike,” which it is propos 
to widen in the manner referred to | 
the honorable member. If what he spo 
of took place, the organization woul 
be liable, but only the persons who, a 
ing in combination, totally or partia. 
refuse to accept work: An organiza 
would not be liable for the acts 
nature of strikes committed by is 
ite members; the 


selves. 


Mr. GREGORY (Bara piage 3 5 
Several things of which I do not appr 
have been done in Australia of late y 
under our Arbitration law, but I can 
find nothing in this Bill to prevent them. 
I should like to know whether the Min 3+ 
ter proposes to limit or restrain in any 
way the powers of unions to exclude 
their membership persons who Wis 
join them. As affording illustratio 
the kind of conduct to which I tak 
ception, let me read this extract fr 
Sydney Bulletin of 19th August, > 
deals with the treatment of returne 
diers and the housing of them—_ : 


The effort to shut them out of dhe 
making and bricklaying trades is stil] — 
sO. Many soldiers passed the best ‘part | 
their apprenticeship days defending Aus 
and so have to start or resume their 
rather late in life. They are not n 
truders, but old inhabitants. ae too 
to be ordinary apprentices, a small nu 
began to learn trades at Sydney Tech 
College, but their reception is cold, 
Boilermakers Union refuses to work with 
of. them when they have qualified, and 
Bricklayers Union offers, grudgingly, to 
100 and no more. The vast bulk of t 
turned men are welcome to become 
race-course hangers-on, or criminals, or 
may go on the land (if they can get t 
without knowledge and with a £2 000 
money mortgage, but otherwise the 
Labour put them outside the pale. 
of course, that there isn’t room for the 
thousand new bricklayers could — 


















masons in large numbers. ‘There is even 


L for. more than that number of brick- 







ers: ee the insertion of words regerting 
the demarcation of functions, 
“should be glad to know whether here or 
ater an amendment can be moved which 
vill prevent the too great exclusiveness 
A demand for preference 
“unionists has been made, and I hope 
ill never be granted, but should it be 
ranted it will be necessary to protect 
le interests of those who desire to be- 
No e members of unions. 
roposed to be done by the Government 
n this matter ? 


r. GROOM (Darling Downs—Minister 
mW orks and Railways) [4. 1}. -—-The Bill 


the unions. 


Is anything 





















BRENNAN (Batman) [4.2].—I 


sorry that circumstances 


prevented 
Be fishes Pie ee in the second. read- 


gives opportunity. for the heats 
‘number of important matters. 
clause affirms the right of some tribunal 
i ‘ch T men to Wan matter about 








i he accept, and I hope 
the adel with which I am associated 





ight. We are moving in the Wivsction at 
reedom ‘a contract between coe 
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“ oe: to bear, made it PA NGAshS for 
_employees to exercise a deliberate 
But now I am happy to thmk 
t, ‘with the greater. enlightenment 
pon has come to the workers | 


Daprateetion, ioe tivoteh their pensions o 
tions, are able to confer on equal terms ~ 
with their employers as to what their — 
conditions of service should be. There- 
fore, the principle never yet having been | 
embodied in an Act of Parliament ee 
a man shall be compelled to work, |. 
maintain we should hesitate before 4 Pe. 
insert 1t in one. . : 
Mr. Bamrorp.—Except in Russia. sf A 
Mr. BRENNAN.—Whether the prin. sae 
ciple is right or wrong in Russia—and | 
have not sufficient information to. justify it 
me in discussing the conditions which 
apply there—does not necessarily make 16 
right or wrong here. I am opposed to — 
this clause because it empowers the tri- 
bunal to say that men shall work. I[ am aa 
well aware that the penalties are only 
applicable in cases where the refusal to 
work is unreasonable, but the test of un-— 
reasonableness is no longer a matter of — 
the judgment of the pérsons most cone 
cerned, but is a question to be decided er 
by some outside tribunal. i 
Mr. Groom.—What part of the clause Hy 
will compel men to work ? i 


Mr. BRENNAN.—If this definition” 
does not, impose penalties for refusal to — 
work, I misunderstand it altogether. i 

Mr. Groom.—The refusal must be on 


the part of a number acting in kai ti a 
tion. te 


Mr. BRENNAN.—In Lealene sft ac. 
tion in combination, does the Minister — 
allude to conspiracy, or to the delibera- 
tion of men whose interests are similar, — 
and who confer together for their own — 
self-protection? That may be regarded as 
acting in combination, but it may no 
necessarily be conspiracy or a breach of 
the law, and may simply mean nothing 
more than legitimate organization. — ee 
uae amendment of the definition On? 

“ strike ” occur the words “ and the total i 
or partial refusal of employees acting ane 
combination to accept work if the refusal . 
is unreasonable.’’ Thus a tribunal will 
sit, for the purpose of considering the im 
pulses that have moved men to decline — 
to work under certain cireumstances. ae, 
remember when the President of the Ar- — 
bitration Court was the subject of a good 
‘deal of very bitter and utterly uncalled — 
for criticism in connexion with a public 
declaration he made—that men were not 
compelled by arbitration to work, ever 
men who were members of an organiza~— 


tion enjoying an nie and aithoug ) 
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as Tet. was merely a truism, his utterance 


f “seemed to shock a certain section of public 


. | eonscience. 
vi not mean the compulsion of any man to 


Compulsory arbitration does 


work unless he is satisfied that, under the 


conditions attaching to the employment 


‘and the wage offered, it suits him to 
do so. 
Mr. Maruews. hae little eiviliza- 


tion we have is gone once a man js com- 


- pelled to work. 


Mr. BRENNAN.—This Bill is evi- 
dently designed to kill the condition of 
affairs which the President of the Arbitra- 
tion Court, in the ordinary discharge of 
his duties, said was the law and the prac- 
tice, and is designed so to tighten up the 
law that men may be compelled to accept 
work at certain rates and under certain 
conditions. I cannot, for a moment, 
agree to such a proposal. I think that 


the times are moving away from the 


atmosphere of compulsion. I take this 
opportunity of saying that the operation 
of the Federal Arbitration Court has been 
immensely beneficial to all interests in 
this country. Because there have been 
isolated cases in which men bound by an 
award have not seen fit to observe it, it 


has been contended that the Arbitration 
- Court has been a failure ; 
tention has been raised by persons who 


but that con- 


have not been in a position to submit to 
the country, or to the House, that mass 
of evidence which they might have sub- 
mitted in regard to the number of dis- 
putes which have been settled and pre- 
vented, and also in regard to the amount 
of disorganization and loss which has 
been prevented by the operation of the 
Court functioning through the various 
methods at its command. 


Mr. Grecory.—With industrial agree- 





ments there would not have been the ani- 


“some particular 
‘words, full 
_ ‘dustrial disturbance which actually, oc- 
wr ‘urs, but, apparently no account is taken 


a 
i 


mosity that has been created under arbi- 
tration. 

Mr. BRENNAN.—But there can be 
‘industrial agreements under the Concilia- 
tion and Arbitration Act. They are made 
and filed every day, but no public applause 
is heard about them; but public indigna- 
fion is suddenly fired up against the 
Act because occasionally turmoil arises in 
industry. In) other 
account is taken of every in- 


- of the number of disturbances that have 
“Boon sprovented. under the pee of 
































the “Ach: hn Rey Si ‘this 
think I am entitled to say that i 
be immensely regretted that there. 
been apparently a “deliberate desire 01 1 
part of vested interests and persons who 
should have known better, to disci e 
the operation of the Act, ands 1m so de 
the natural consequence has ‘been 


ee have supported the doctrine of 


able pee enis of aah a 
have Sie fostered it. 


given at various times which, some fone 
thonght were too liberal, these rag 
of law and order should ‘declare that 
whole Court should be wiped aside. — 
I can assure these pH es that wl 
they succeed with their propaganda, an 
wipe out the Arbitration Court on © 

ground that its awards are too gener 
they will find it supplanted by somethin; 
which, from their point of view, wi ; 
less satisfying to them. 





Mr. Grecory.—They do not argu on 
that way, but they claim that it imposes 
a penalty on one section of the. 
spans ice and not on he other ; that 


shackle 


Mr. BRENNAN.—I do not 
what the honorable member means, 
se he nb, that the effect of arb 


than he faethe his friends dave to 
In the whole history of the Arbitratio: 
Court. industrial disputes in a 4 
activities right throughout + 
wealth have been dealt on be be 
three Judges. It is simply i 
sible for a ‘Court to function mete 
when it is undermanned in this wa) 
The Industrial Peace Bill « contemplate 
setting up tribunals all over Aust 
Mr. Groom.—This Bill makes provision 
for the appointment of ad de- 
puties. NY GR 


Mr. BRENNAN.—I am rleaaeal 
it does so, but the amendment is § 
what tardy, and, in any case, I think 
should have come beforé us instead of 4 
Industrial Peace Bill, which: will, 
effect, supplant arbitration. WI 
Government did not content the 
with the creation of the necessa: m- 
ber of ae Presidents, as. suggeste : 





Pa Waa 






















q joa invite | ecotatie meri 
to vote against it, because it is in- 
nsible and unworkable on the ground 
we cannot compel men to work, and 
e attempt to do so we shall create an 
osphere of bad feeling which will be 
ite outside the sphere of conciliation. 
pulsion was very unpopular in con- 
with another matter not so long 


ated all ‘events, I shall. vote 


e GROOM (Darling Downe eMiaates 
Works and Railways) [4.19].—The 
cable member’s objection to the pro- 
amendment is on the ground that 


ersons to labour. It does not do 
but the provision is reciprocal, ap- 
wy to employers as well as to em- 
_-If two employers act in combi- 
“to unreasonably refuse to give 
, either totally or partially, they 
liable to a penalty for a lock-out. 
me penalty will apply to employees 
acting in combination, totally or 
ally refuse to acne work if the re- 
8 ereaccnebls.; 
























Df 


to be pepocet before the Court. 
dividual will be compelled under 
tee to were ae that respect ite 


rf man may give notice, ZN 
. That course is 


aN 


aan if men refuse aren! ue it is 
reas sonable i in the circumstances to con- 


: GROOM. eae is ca. where there 
: ombination on the’ ee of indivi- 


WT | apply. That would be a strike, mil 
ect of the law Woke ened strikes 


sh Mr. Tae ie a, hala aiien’ ‘men. . 


Tovision to which he refers will com- » 





‘tefused, for various reasons, to work, their 


refusal saat be declared to be Gar tapegl hi 
able. at : 


Mr. GROOM. “They sould: aie 
punished. after it had ‘been proved that 
they were acting in combination. The 
onus of furnishing that proof would be He) 
upon the pay Ee ee be- Be 
















strike. Sidi eeeinn are not “ma e 
ante wider dhis clause for the acti ons 
of isolated individuals. en 


} 


. Mr. Consipine:—This clause ia oe 
us back to the conspiracy laws i 8 BoD . 
dred years ago. na 

Mr. GROOM.—No; it is aereley d 
signed to carry out the original inten- 


tion of the present Act, that stnies bi 
be declared unlawful. i 





Mr. Consminu.—There is no law. in af 
this country, nor is there anything in this oo 
clause, to compel an employer to continue — 
his boeuies: if he does not wish to d : 


80. ‘ Mise a i 


te GROOM.—Nor is ihowe any vole Ae 
which compels-an individual to work ifs: 
he does not desire to do so: There is 
in the existing Act a section which de- 
-elares that— 














Partial suspension of work by an ‘employer 
with a view to compel his ot den ees, or to aid 
another employer in compelling his employees 


Ploy 


to aecept any term or condition of emplo 
ment, 


is a lock-out, for which a penalty is pro- 
vided. We are now proposing to exten 
that. definition by declaring that if th re 
is a combination si employers to. refas + 


vit vi a 


















the “employers ciate, Ae 
These definitioss 


sonable, then 
lable to a ny 


which exception has just, Been ‘taken i : 
a reasonable completion of the original 
intention of the Act to make as ‘and: 
locks-out una with 4) oh i 
Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong ). [498). 
~The argument advanced by the Min 
ister for Works and Railways (Mr. 
Groom) might be sound if we had in the — 


oeantenklaad! as aaa. employers a 


















xe are employees. 





tas A, Kf 
- serious grievance, bat ie as the result, of 
| 


to may penalties. On the other hand, 
one man might have 500 or 600 men in 
his employment, and, without acting in 
combination with any other employer, he 
might make the conditions of employ- 
- ment in his factory absolutely intolerable 
to his men. He would thus inflict hard- 
_ ship on his employees, but since it could 
je ee be proved that he was acting in comi- 





bination with other employers he would not, 


be liable to any. penalty. The Government 
are treading on dangerous ground in pro- 
posing to legislate in this way. Many 
persons have unjustly criticised the prin- 
cipal Act. I hold that the Conciliation 
and Arbitration Court has done magni- 
ficent work, and that those who are always 
| seeking to improve it, im many cases, are 
only making the position worse than it is. 
Mr. Justice Powers, by means of a cir- 
cular addressed to honorable tt ta 
has conveyed to us an insight of the great 


Lh 
ute 


work that the Court is doing. He has 
been able to show that, within five 


years more than 500 agreements have 
been made on the conciliation side of 
the Court. I agree with the honorable 
“member for Batman (Mr. Brennan) that 





. 


the provisions of the Industrial Peace 


Bill, passed last week, might very well 
have been embodied in this measure. 
We shall take a dangerous step by pro- 
viding for the imposition of severe penal- 
ties upon a few individuals who because 
of a serious grievance refuse to work. 
_ Instead of moving towards conciliation 
+ in the conduct of ‘industry’ by amending 
the principal Act in this way, we shall 
“Make the position of the workers still 
_ More uncomfortable. In these days men 
reluse to work under uncomfortable con- 
ditions, and no one can blame them. 


Mr. LAVELLE (Calare) [4.29|—I 
“move— | 

iy That paragraph c be left out. 

I maintain that the amendment of the 
‘principal Act for which paragraph c¢ pro- 
_ vides is unnecessary and unreasonable. 
ts only effect will be to penalise the 
workers. It is unjust to say that men 
shall not have the Whee to refuse to 

















As. it is, flee: 


award. He thus proved that he does not 





work ia conditions t 
object. It is all very well for 
ter to urge that in> refusing or. 
must be proved to have a t 
bination in order to be liab He). | 
penalty for which the Bill provides. We 
know perfectly well, however—and_ eve 
honorable member on this side of t 
House at one time or another has suffe 
at the hands of employers—that — 
often employers make the condition 
work intolerable, and that the only red 
open to their employees is to a 
Where they object to the wages or cc 
ditions offering, they should ae | 
right to, leave if they desire to do so 


Mir. Grecory.—They will © ae 
right under this ‘Bill. | % 









































































toral ausniy in Wostoel Gear 
which, he said, applied to the 
sheds and not to the small o 
and when, in order to { 

on the right “track, I im 
whether he was referring to an. agree 

he answered that he was speaking of an 


know what ls going on in his own Sta 
since there is no award, and never 
been one, applying to the pastoral - 
agin in Wieser Australia. AN 


caintlieer with orkiae conditions ? } 
tening to some honorable HIER oO 
would imagine that the workers sto ) 
work for the mere fun of the thing. 


as something in the nates Bi a. ee 
Asa a Caw abate os the worker 


has ek associated with strikes, an 
having regard to the social conditi 
rie which we live, will probabl 
ssociated with strikes in the futur 
I ee not hesitate to say that né 
realizes more than do the workers ! 
selves the hardships imposed ‘upon 
and their families when they are 
to go on strike. There are times, 
ever, when it is absolutely necessary 
they should strike, since by 
means can they obtain the reo 
their grievances. I, therefore, 
this PODER, Nara that | bh, 
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le employers practically to go free. — 
.33].—I am oppoSed to the clause as it 
ands, and particularly to the penal pro- 
sions of the Bill. The penal sections 
such a Bill as this never ap- 
‘ployees. The two classes for this 
pu ‘pose cannot be placed in the 
sme category. An employer has means of 
yading a penalty which are not open to 
h employee. Arbitration to-day is com- 
ulsory. Whether he likes it or not, a 
cer must go to the Court, and is sub- 
; to the penal provisions of the Arbi- 
ation law. A fine of £1,000 involves 
ardship in the case of a large corpora- 
ion, but three months in gaol for a work- 
man means much injury and loss to 
wife and family. | ve 
Hitu.—Would the honorable 
member agree to the omission of para- 
graph 6 as well as paragraph ¢? What 
is sauce for the goose is sauce for the 
rander. fh | 
We Mr. BRENNAN.—I would agree to that. 
_ Mr. MATHEWS.—If, we are to have 
_ penal ,provisions, they should apply to 
_ employers and to shareholders of large 
porations, as well as to members of 
ions, just as they are applicable to in- 
iduals who go before the Court. 
have received the following letter 


Bg 





Drivers Industrial Union of Aus- 
asia, dated 21st August:— ~~ 
closed please find copies of correspond-. 
ence between our union, the Employers’ Fede- 
n and Colonial Sugar Company. 

deals with the case of our wnion, who had 
reement with the Employers’ Federation, 
stated that our members would receive 
nerease of 8s. per week on the Federal 
but when a member of -the Federation, 
pay the same, they point blank refuse to pay 
; to some of their employers. — 


he Federation wrote to the Victorian 


ly received— 


ferring to your letter of the 28th ult., and 
- phone conversation with me re the im- 
ers employed by the Colonial Sugar Re- 
eg Company Limited, I have now to advise 
I wrote the company recently re the mat- 
nd also furnished them with copy of your 
yr under reference. : 


cation dated 6th inst., in response to my 
which sets out their position, and of 
I enclose a copy herewith. _ 


at 





le allowing — The following is the letter bent by the 


yr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 


equally to .employers and em-— 


_ ‘Tro n the Secretary of the Federal Carters 


a wealthy one at that, is approached to | 


mmployers Federation, and this was the 


have received from the company a com-— 









1920.]) Ar 


N 


Colonial Sugar Refining Company to the | 
Employers Federation on 6th August :—_ 


I duly received your letter of the 3rd inst., 
and jin reply, would say that we are in a dif- ~ 
ferent position from firms ;who are solely — 
engaged in the carting industry. The rates of — 
pay of youths and improvers under other 
awards which affect our business are much — 
below what the Federal Court prescribed under 
the Carters award, and to further raise the — 
pay of the three carters’ improvers at Yarra- 
ville would be sure to lead to dissatisfaction — 
in other departments. The youths in question — 
are quite free to leave our employ if they are 
not content with their present rates. Although © 
we have in the past paid them according to the 
award of the Federal Court, we have some 
doubt whether they really come under this, be- 
cause, unlike the recognised improvers in that 
industry who go on to the roads, these lads 
merely lead the horses which draw trollies 
along the tram line either from the ship’s side 
or from the stacks of sugar. ma 









Here we have a large corporation which 
refuses to work under an agreement. _ 
There is an award which the corporation 
is carrying out, but there is also an agree- 
ment between the Oarters and Drivers 
Association and the employers, and with 
that agreement the corporation will not — 
comply, As I say, it would not hurt a 
corporation like this to pay even £1,000 — 
rather than to submit to an agreement to 
which it had an objection. a 


Sir Roserr Bustr.—Is 
Sugar Refining Company a 
agreement ? 


My. MATHEWS,.—Of course; at any 
rate, the letter of the secretary says so. — 
The Carters and Drivers Association 
know their business as well as any other 
body of the kind, and they have made 
this charge against the Colonial Sugar ~ 
‘Refining Company per medium of the 
Employers Federation. All I desire to 
show is that even the largest penalties 
will not deter a wealthy company from 
refusing to comply with any ruling of — 
the Court or agreement. cuenta 





the Colonial 
party to the 










Sir Rosrerr Brsr.—The company is 
conforming to an award of the Court, — ay 
Mr. MATHEWS.—But the honorable 
member knows there are hundreds more — 
agreements than there are awards. °°, 
Mr. Grecory.—The agreements are Pu 
registered and become awards, = = 
Mr. MATHEWS.—No; they are alto- 
gether different from awards; 












af oe Rosert Brest.—Is this a registered 
He agreement ? | 
ey \ Mr, MATHEWS. —The honorable 
“member will admit that the Employers 
Federation recognised this union, and 


~ dealt with its case. 


Sir Roserr Best.—There has not been 
too much success in compelling unions to 
comply with awards. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—That is not pecu- 
liar to Australia. In: to-day’s news- 
papers we have strong evidence that our 
‘industrial troubles are a mere “ flea-bite ” 
as compared with the troubles in Britain; 
so great is the difference that no com- 
parison can be drawn. That shows 
that there has been an effort or desire on 
the part of the unions in Australia to 
comply with awards and agreements; and 
yet here we find a company refusing to 
do so, and saying that if the employees 
affected are not satisfied, they can leave 
their employment. 
always said by the “bosses”; and, there- 
fore, L object to all penalties because they 
eannot be enforced on large and wealthy 
corporations, whereas they can be en- 
forced in the case of individual workers 
with disastrous results. 


Mr. BELL (Darwin) [4.42].—It has 
been said by honorable members opposite, 
by way of interjection, that they would 
agree to strike out both sub-clause b and 
sub-clause c. If there were an amend- 


ment in that direction I would support 


it, and I believe a majority could be 
found here in favour of doing away with 
all penalties. I can see no use for penal- 
ties in an Act of this kind, because it is 
only in rare instances they can be en- 
forced, either in the case of the ém- 
ployers or employed, and I agree with 
what the honorable member for Mel- 
bourne Ports (Mr. Mathews) as to their 
lack of efficacy in the case of wealthy in- 
dustrial companies. I cannot support an 
amendment directed to making penalties 
effective in the case of the employer, and 
not in the case of the employed. 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [4.44].— 
The mere striking out of sub-clauses 6 and 
 ¢ will not do away with penalties; these 

eannot be abolished without an amend- 
ment of the original Act. Such an 
‘amendment would receive my _ support, 


Conciliation ona [REPRESENTATIVES me : 


That, however, is 


bers may laugh, but in every constitue 






























because I do ts believe in 
measure of this kind. ie 

Mr, Brennan.—Thig clause extond 
area of the pny A 


the penalties, arid 8 them to ¢ 
ferent kind of offence altogether. 


Mr. GREGORY. ay we ate to | 
penalties at all, I regard the ‘proposal 
the Cabaniniont as a good one. Perse 
ally, if I had my way, I should get 
of the compulsory clauses of this Bill; 
the amendment now before us only sho 
what efforts are made here merely for the 
purpose of protecting one section of the 
community. I prefer the Canadian $8) 
tem, under which the employers and t 
employed are brought together in cor 
ference, and then, if the men desire to . 
go out on strike, they-may do so. ~— 

Mr. Constpinz.—But the employers 
are given a fortnight’s notice, and thus 
have an advantage. 4 


Mr. GREGORY.—A fortnight’s 
is a good. thing under the circumstan 


that the Connmithos will ae on Guin 
posals by the Government, or do away ¥ 
all penalties. If I did not feel t 
ought to do my best for the employ 
well as for the employer, I should not 
fit to be here. We ought to see that 
tice is done to every section of the 
munity, -and not introduce legislat 
merely for the benefit of one class. Ke 

Mr. Consrpinz.—Why try tae | 


humorous 2 


Mr. ‘GREGORY. Honorable ‘m™ 


throughout Australia the wageea 
comprise a large majority of the electo 
and itis merely because the’ level-hea od 
amongst them realize that our policy 
the best. for the country that they pi 
their support to myself and others’ wit! 
similar views. 


Sir. ROBERT BEST Mare 
[4.50].—To persist in the amendm 
would be to strike a blow /at the @ 
sani clauses of the AS 


aided and I was delighted ee 
Industrial Peace Bill, ‘because it 
bodied that principle. If honoi 





















































rectly, and not attempt Sth’ maim Say 
this amendment proposes. All. that 
ill proposes to do is to complete the 
\ciples which have been already fun- 
i. salsa er by” soul Act itself. 


tite for oe purpose ‘of aiding the 
nforcement of such compulsion. Already 
is a penalty of £1,000 for strikes 
Jockouts. The ‘Bill creates an 
offence, — and the existing 
ity 3 is only made more comprehensive 
| complete. Therefore, 
we should vote | aa paragraphs b 
Gs oe mere claim ae of them will not 
If honorable 


Me coxstDINE paleeen 14. a Pe 
not very much concerned as to whe- 
r or not the amendment, is carried, 


fe, it would be just as logical as the 
of the Act. Honorable members on 
ends: are at ae averse from 
aay we know that if 


ers. NE ddamatsnne or Nes eas a bis 8 
i is powerful enough to make their 
nm regard to working conditions 
ve, even the strongest of Govern- 
listen to their ers and whe- 


ot the enforced. © Te ‘they are en- 

eed in the form of either fines or im- 
_prisonment, , only insure the success 
yee ff | eee ae iatige are sent to 


a Seoikad if those ene: in the in- 
ries are imprisoned. The whole et 
Nae legislation is absurd, 

; 8 Sp Hein t on oe ‘strikes is con- 


_ mining companies, that af J udge 


or. abolished -contract-mining, — the 
anies would not guarantee to re-open © 


Rane like ens a: Sana ie 





y : lalneuas ae if hide ee the ean oe 
- the Tribunal, but before the Judge had 





it ig essential . 


Goceonis were ne ey imprisonment. 


unds awarded the miners a. EN al 





given his decision they intimated to him 
that if such decision was in favour of the 
men on those two points, the companies — 
would not guarantee to be the: 
mines. “4 


Mr. Brrir—They meant Heat hey! 
could not guarantee to run the ee 
a loss. a 


Mr. CONSIDINE eee doe “the 
honorable member know what ae 
Hmery meant? He, like myself, 
only judge by the press report. a 
Emery vay Aare meant anything. — 










Dei ease fy ee 


for the Le but according to. i 
press report he spoke in their behalf. 


attitude of planes generally. Whed: iy 
ever an award goes against them they 
cannot be compelled by the present Go- 
vernment, or indeed by any other Go- 
vernment under the existing social order, 
to continue their business when they say 
they will be conducting it at a loss. nue 
if, on the other hand, a few workmen do - 
not turn up to work, they are said to be. 
on. strike, and the law says that they 
shall be penalized. When the marine 
engineery were on strike, the War Pre- 
cautions Act, which was designed to “ save 
Australia from Germany,” was employed | 
for the purpose of placing an embarg? 
on the union finances. The principle of — 
‘this Bill is in keeping with the same class 
of legislation in every country in the 
world where Governments are protecting ) 
the interests of the employers. In _ 
America an anti-Trust law was intr 
duced, and ‘‘a corporation in restraint 
of trade. ’’ was interpreted in the Cow 
to be a labour union. 


Mr. Poyvnron.—That was done with the 
Mayor of Sydney, too. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—The Minister ‘for 3 
Home and Territories has a very logical 
9 .mind if he can see a connexion between 
the Mayor of Sydney and this Bill. No | 
wonder he has a seat on the Ministn ou 
bench. a 


Mr. Groom.—Is the honorable ‘mem. x 
ber’s objection to this Bill thee it means ‘Ey 
compulsory labour ? ; ‘ 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—My ghee bY 
not to compulsory. labour, but ‘$0".) he 
fact thet the ae makes compulsory | 


ap Vee ie,” ped 
































ve labour apply only to his. opponents and 
not to his friends. : 
Mr. Groom.—Both sides are 
2 “friends, 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—When it suits the 
“honorable member, He knows very well 
i Ay Ghat in this House he is a representative 

of organized capital, and so are the hon- 
-orable members who support him. 

Mr. Groom.—The honorable member 
can only speak for the Barrier. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—I do not speak for 
the mining interests of the Barrier; I 
speak only for the workers; and in this 
Parliament, at any rate, the Minister 
cannot twit me, as he did on a previous 
occasion, with representing a minority of 
the electors. 

Mr. Grecory.—We look forward with 
hope. ; 
_ Mr. CONSIDINE.—‘‘ Hope springs 
eternal in the human breast,’’ and that is 

the only comfort the honorable member 
has. This measure, like the Industrial 
Peace Bill—as some humourist entitled 
the measure which recently passed this 
- Chamber—is based on an absolute fallacy, 
namely, that employer and employee have 
common interests. There is no such iden- 
tity of interest. There can be no cure 
_ for the mutual antagonism of capital and 
-Jabour under the existing economic order. 
Therefore, it Is shad to talk about 
penalizing employers for lockouts and 
employees for striking. How many times 
have employers been prosecuted for lock- 
outs ? 

Mr. Grecory.—Rather heavy penalties 
were imposed on employers in New South 
Wales a couple of years ago. y: 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—The honorable 

member will have some difficulty in 
_ digging up such an instance, and,/in any 
case, it would be interesting to learn the 


our 





Se ee I Re ta I ie MY ee Pe Re ee a, ee i ea ak ge gg ad Re tm 


Sen 


























=p 


were imposed. Perhaps they were merely 
a resort to the American method of put- 
ting a rival out of business. We cannot 
have industrial peace under the existing 
order. The clashing of interests is so 
_ great, the objects of the employing sec- 
- tion are so diametrically opposed to the 


itu AE 5 


are compelled to strike; whilst the em- 
ployer, if he wishes to compete with his 
_ rivals, must endeavour to force down the 
ae ie standard of living. The interest of the 
working class is in raising the standard 
yh of pune and in yee a cae share 





’ working conditions. — 


instead of gare othenm to wo! 


‘ circumstances under which the penalties: 


that did not succeed in preventing s 


ee interests of the workers, that the latter 


tempts to force them to live nde 







‘Buch ‘an antag 
must make itself felt in the industria 
of the community. Some clauses ¢ © 
Bill remind me of early Imperial le 
tion against trade unionism. — But 
transportation of the Dérseiehe labou: 
to Tasmania did not stop strikes. ie 

Mr. Bett. Te are still strikin 
Tasmania. 


Mr. CONSIDINE. On course, 
are. Not even transportation, or 
gern which is more eae 





























cade) 

Mr. Bereiti.—Capital ‘pine 
not prevent murder; thee 
punish the murderer ? 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—If the ibn 
member is placing the murderer iar. 
striker on the same footing, and he m« 
out capital punishment to the stri 
do not know that his own position will be ~ 
atty better. He may have to go ta rk, cy 



















































him, Ag 
Mr. 
penalties. 


Mr. CONSIDINE. The t 
member would rather have strikes the 
to work himself. I have been on s 
and I am onstrike permanently now, I 
—at any rate, so far ag one class of - 
is concerned. The honorable me 
interjection confirms the point that T} 
heen trying to make, wigs is, that the1 


strikes occur; men are foreed he : 
conditions to go on strike. In En; 
the Statute of Labourers was pag 


economic ‘evolution, and very. : 
penalties were imposed under ith? 


and no legislation will succeed in’ doin 
Theisinot Acts of Parliament that w 
gulate. economic conditions, but economic 
conditions will change your Acts — - 
lament, and 3 your Parliaments, 5 we 
can paste Acts into the statute-b ok, t 
if the workers have intelligence | ant ! 
ganization, they will Jaugh at you ur a 


tions in regard to which they 
consulted. You may talk abov ut Pp 
aii ede a but it has, to-di rn 

























































a nai seated oT is. Py the 


the ships that legislation will come in 
the future. Ai, 


Question—That fide eevarpil Cc, pro- 
sed to be omitted, stand part of the 
use—put. The Committee divided. 

Duayes 3. HA ae a ae 

pos HO MOG manag OWaat Le 

Majority, ee ek 
AvEs. 
ord, F. W. Hill, W. C. 
y PiG Hughes, Ww. M. 


| Lamond, Hector 
Lister, J. H. 
Livingston, J 
Mackay, G. H. + 


Prowse, J. H. 
Rodgers, A. 8. 
. Ryrie, Sir Granville 
' | Smith, Laird 
Wise, G. H. 
Tellers: 
Burchell, R. J. 


” 





hia None! , 
OR. i Mateus ce 
riton, M. McDonald, C. 
sidine, M. 'P. McGrath, D. C. 


Moloney, Parker 
Ryan, T. J. 
Watkins, D. 
West, J. E. 

. Tellers: 
Fenton, J. E. 
Riley EK. 


PaIRrs.. 


Anstey, F. e 
Blakeley, A. 
| Nicholls, S. R. 
i Cattay dei dee ly 
,|Mahon, H. 
| |Page, James 
i Tudor, F, G. 


i Be rk the Meas: as aménded, 
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: Bamford, F. W. 
actories, the workshops, the mines, and 


Corser, EH. B. C. Prowse, J. H. 
Foster, Richard Rodgers, AS) Bs 
Fowler, J. M.  * Ryrie, Sir Gringille 
Francis, F. H. Smith, Laird’) 4 5 
Greene, W. M. ‘Wise, GOH, OF 
‘Gregory, H. Tellers: 

Groom, L, E. Burchell, R..J. 
Hay, A. Fleming, WwW. M. 


; Marks, W. M. . 
pman, Austin | Marr,.C. W. Cu 
Cook, Sir Joseph — McWilliams, W.. J. 
ae Robert Poynton, A 


| Fleming, W. M. yee 
Story, W. H. 


; Ciara Bie 


agreed to—put. “The “Committee 

vided. Sates Gana ! 
Ayes .. a RE 
‘Noes, .¢ ak, Cena 


an organization through the action — 
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Bayley, J. G. Hughes, Ww. M. 

Bally Garden Lamond, esta 

Best, Sir Robert Lister, a HY AM 
Blundell, R. P. Livingston, Ba . oe 
Bruce, 8S. M.\ Mackay, G. HL the 
Cameron, D. C. Marks, W. M. 

Chapman, Austin Marr, C. W. G. 





McWilliams, Ww. a a ae 
Poynton, Dae , 


Cook, Sir Joseph 
Cook, Robert 
















Nogs. 


Mathews, J. 


Brennan, F. Pe) irda 
McDonald, C. ” 


Charlton, M. 


Considine, M. P. McGrath, D. C. 
Cunningham, L. L. Moloney, Parker 
Gabb, J. M. Ryan, T. J. 
Lavelle, T. J. Watkins, D. 
Lazzarini, H, P. West, J. EB. 
Mahony, W. G. Tellers: 
Makin, N. J. O. Fenton, J. E. 
Maloney, Dr. Riley, E. 

PAIRS. 
Watt, W. A. Anstey, F. 


Blakeley, A. RST ae 
Nicholls, S$. Re? ie 
Catts, J. H. Gig et 
Gibson, W. G. Mahon, H. 

Higgs, W. G. ee FAMES | Uy Mea « 
Maxwell, G. A. Tudor, Gay se 


x etic Bevis, 
eckson, D. 8. 


Question so resolved in the affirmative. 


Clause, as amended, agreed to. 


After section 6 of the Bae Act, the fol 
lowing section is inserted :— 
“6a. No person or organization bound b 

an award of the Court, or entitled to the 
benefit of an award of the Court, shall dc 
anything in the nature of a lockout 01 
strike, or continue any lockout or sh: 
Penalty: £1,000.” 


Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [5. 20) 
move— 

That the following words be ineephed! in the 
proposed new section, after the word “ strike 
line 7:—‘“‘Provided that if a person de- — 
sires to leave his work for private or other’ i 
~reasons he shall be exempt from bee prone ‘ 
of this section.’ te 
The unions are in doubt as to the off t 
of the proposed new section. They 
think it may have a dragnet effect, and 
kee the means of imposing a penalty 0} 











few individuals. In any case, I th 


ie oneht to state RONEN eee pat | 
pete provision will not apply to individuals 
The pe 45 ietautige of t 


A ho 


ae Mr. Ryay.—How much 
ae the new section go as compared with the 


have good reasons for absenting 
hemselves from work. | sy 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Dowuie Mamata: 
for Works and Railways) [5,24].—I ask 
- the honorable member not to press his 
amendment because it may have quite a 
contrary effect to what he intends. The 
/ proposed new section does not embrace 
‘the individuals to whom he refers, but 
is aimed at persons or organizations 
bound by an award of the Court, or 
entitled to the benefit of an award of the 
Court, and is for the purpose of prevent- 
ing them from doing anything in the 
nature of a lockout or strike. 


Mr. CHaRLToN.—An individual may 
refuse to continue at work under an 
award. 


Mr. GROOM. —That _would not be a 
strike, and the individual would not be 
liable. It is only those who are bound 
a an award and do something in the 
nature of a strike who are lable to the 
_ penalty in the proposed new section, and 
a strike is the total or partial cessation 
ct of work by employees acting in combina- 
tion as a means of enforcing compliance 
with demands made by them or other em- 


 ployees on employers, and the total or 


partial refusal of employees acting in 
/ combination to accept work if the refusal 
is unreasonable. 
nohliog to terminate his work, but such a 
pear. on his part is not a strike. 


Mr. Consipine.—It is unfortunate if 


aa ae) lot of his mates are struck with the. 


same idea at the same time. 


_ Mr. GROOM.—Only those persons who 
act in combination to produce such a 


vee "result are liable, 


Mr. Consipine.—If a parbory is obliged 
peg cease work because none of the em- 
' ployees turn up to work, would not their 
| aki if be construed as a “strike ? 


- Mr. GROOM.—1It must be proved that 


the action taken is in combination, and 


further, that the refusal to work is un- 
reasonable. 


f urther does 


existing provision ? 


.. Mr. GROOM.—The existing provision, 
that is, section 6, relates to 
organizations which fe ce in the 


been given. 


An individual may give 


‘dividuals | 
commit the offente that ar 


persons or 


secure industrial peace, and d 
the old methods of industria 

substitute compulsory arbitr 
place. It was made an off 
person on account of a 
dispute to do anything in the na 
a LopeOUs or Suniks: But here » we | 


eaten with cases in which ? 
Ryan Cannot es can un 


_Mr. 


seid has been given, but ‘ee 


new section 6a applies only to case vh 


an award 1s 
parties are bound 
that section Rees: 
the employer who. does 


in eee 


employees who do_ anytianea a 
nature of a strike, during the curr 
such an award. The idea is to 
the sanctity of the aware an 


the Act. 
Act any matter that has no 


it. The honorable membe. 


would apply to a provisi 
braces only those workme 
combination, a proviso. 
tion only to individuals. 


Mr, CHARLTON | Is. 30]. 
am not quite clear that the proposed 


section will not apply we any ndin ; ‘ide 


The Minister wuaibleesse: 


Bay 


work for some pil, purpos 
action may be deemed to ie aa) t 
of a strike. The majority of | th 
zation may continue working 


Mr. Groom.—Those 
working~are not liable. 
who, 


Mr. CHARLTON. But 
held that the half-dozen 1 


in Saeqaste eed cease ook 













































re got frat overnight, aha for this 
‘they may be anxious to cease work. 
» other hand, the ‘manager of the 
ney hold” ‘that it is the duty of the 


men do not stay hae as dirdeted, 
aah be hend to be doing sométhing 


“CHARLTON. Wee is to decide 
i their condi 18 reasonable or 


Pe nod —Phe Court will decide 
sue. : 


CHARLTON. —From the Mae in- 


t ne held Gal ‘the pe detenlty are 
ectly entitled to make whatever 
tions they feel disposed to make, 
hat it is the duty of the men to con- 
ne to work and appeal to the Court 
the action of the management. 
| whole position is very difficult, and I 
anxious tq have this proviso added to 
oposed new section, in order to 
1 quite clear that individuals may 
| their work for aerate or other 






ig to any persons | who, during 
urrency of an award, do anything i in 
ature of a strike. I do not know 
ler > the Minister is right in saying 
1e words of my amendment are 
ous. I think the time has arrived 
we should express in clear words 
tention of the Legislature. The 


is probably correct when he 






















ay 


ne ontingency which I have put for- 
‘d, but, on the other hand, those who 
ke advantage of the Arbitration Court 
) plain. thét the new section, to which 
7 raise no objection in any other re- 
ct, may have the effect of rendering 
rganizations. liable for ‘the action of a 
v individuals. 


M Er. GROOM olne ey oo 
Works and Railways) [5. 34] —Last 
i honorable member is 














there is ample provision to meet — 


organization affected would be liable to 


Coen: to  sidseatee lee. pays Ven the ie 
amendment he proposed to make to the we 
‘new section, but I told him at the time 







that I thought that the words he pro- — a 
posed to cad were quite unnecessary. 
However, 1 promised to refer the matter 





to the Parliamentary Draftsman, and I 


have done so, and he is quite satisfied that 
the honorable’ member’s fears are wn- 
founded. The difficulty of yariny A , 
the words in one section is that it may 
ereate doubt in regard to other sections. 
If we were to insert such a proviso. in 
this proposed new section and fail to in- 
sert it in other sections of the principal Mee 
Act in which the same words occur, ee 
might give rise to doubt on the part o 
the Court in interpreting those provisions. 
I promise the Deputy Leader of the Op- 
position, however, that I will refer tha 
matter to Sir Robert Garran, and that if 
he feels that there is any cause for 
anxiety I will have the matter made 
perfectly clear. At the present moment, 
as Parhamentary Draftsman, he is ‘satis- 
fied that there is no cause for the honor- 
able member’ s fears. 


Mr. GABB (Angas) [5.36| of shall 
vote against this clause. Having had 
some experience of the working of or- 
ganizations, I know that occasions arise as 
when some members of an organization = 
will be in favour of a certain course rot 
which the bulk of the members disap- : 
prove. Some of the more hot-headed 
members of an organization might at a 
meeting carry a resolution which, as 
shown later, was not in keeping with the 
wishes of the majority of the organiza- 
tion. In the eyent of work being stopped 
as the result of that. resolution, the whole 

















the heavy penalty for which the clause 
provides. In the circumstances, I one 
not vote for the clause. 






Amendment, by leave, withdnienlh | 


Mr. RYAN: (West Sydney) [5.37]. 
Under section 6 of the original Act, no — 
prosecution can be instituted for ‘any al 
breach of-the provisions. of that section 
without the leave of the President of th 
Court. As we have im this clause an ex- 
tension of the right to prosecute, T should 



















like the Minister to state why a ante 


limitation is not imposed. With the ob 
ject. of ascertaining whether the Commit 
gee will be ee to eho 1 the same 

















amendment. 
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Me eeding for any “contravention of Boy sec 
tion shall. be instituted without ne leave 
‘the President.’’ 


Mr. GROOM (Darling 


Rowns—Mini ster 


for Works and Railways) [5.39].—I ask 


the honorable member not to press his , 
There is a reason for not 
_ inserting in this clause the words which 


“i appear in section 6 of the original Act. 


_ That section provides that— 


No person or organization shall, on account — 

se any industrial dispute, do anything in the 
_ nature of a lock-out. . . . 

A prosecution for a contravention of that 

provision could be taken before an ordi- 

nary Court—it would not go before a 


~ Justice of the High Court—and, as the 


honorable member knows, what does and 
- does not constitute an industrial dispute 
1s a complicated question, so that it 
desirable that the leave of the Presi- 
dent should be necessary to the institu- 
tion of such proceedings. In this in- 
stance, however, an award is known to 
_ be in existence, and there is no necessity 


_ to place any further impediment in the 
way of a prosecution by making it neces- 


gary to obtain the leave of the President 
of the Court to institute proceedings. It 
would mean delay, and, moreover, the, 
nature of the offence is different from 
that with which section 6 of the prin- 
cers Act deals. This clause applies to 
both employers and employees. 
- Mr. Ryan.—Who would hear a. case 
Vander this clause ? by 
- Mr. GROOM.—A police, stipendiary, » 
or special magistrate. As the honorable 
“member is aware, it was. held in Alex- 
ander’s case that the Conciliation and 
_ Arbitration Court wasrnot a Court within 
“the meaning of the Constitution, and, in 


- order to secure the enforcement of penal- 


ties, it therefore became necessary to 
amend the Act in certain directions by 
_ making provision for Pipe tone before 
tia alge 

Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) [5.41].—I 
ORs, not agree with the Minister (Mr. 
Groom) as to the reason for inserting in 
section 6 of the Act the words ‘‘ no pro- 
_ eeeding for any contravention of this sec- 
_ tion shall be instituted without the leave 


sf of the President.”’ 


Mr. Groom.—The reason I gave was 
n regard to its retention, and not to its 
oe insertion in the Act. 









Mr. RYAN, ae am. 










section 6 of the ontop 
ceive that they were introduced i in 
section to enable the President to | L 
of the. circumstances before han 
prosecution to take place. ‘Th e cir 
stances might be such that it ; woul 
be desirable to give leave to institute ] 
ceedings. I, therefore, think tha 
same provision should be’ made int 
proposed new section 6a. At present. 
Conciliation and Arbitration Court 
no authority to interfere, for exam 
with the very arbitrary use of po 
under the War Precautions Act. 
exercise of those powers in an arb 
manner is so exasperating that it : 
times leads to men ceasing work. 
such circumstances perhaps the Pre 
of the Court or Deputy - Pres 
would not think fit to give 
to prosecute, although they woul 
have any specific power to cancel th 
gulations or to make an order 01 ‘tra 
‘to the provisions of the Act. If we ms 
it necessary to obtain the leave [ 
Court before a prosecution can 
instituted under this proposed 
section, which involves such a 
penalty as a fine of £1,000, we leav 
the power of the Court a discretion 7 ; 
it is very necessary that the Court 
retain, with a view to protecting w 
men against prosecutions that would 
unfair. For that reason, Aerie ‘ 
my amendment. 



























































Ouestion’ Vans the wontihodel 
be added (Mr. Ryan’s amendment) 


added—put. The Committee diay 
BA Vea tae . 
Noes... i 
Majority 


Blundell, R. Ps 
Brennan, F. 
Charlton, M. 
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Considine, MP. Ryan, T J. 
Cunningham, L. L. Watkins, Di 
Gabb, J. M. West, wm 
Lavelle, gS 

Lazzarini,. H. P. 

Mahony, W. G. 


Makin, N. J. O. - 
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Livingston, J. 
Mackay, G. a: 
Marks, W. M. 
Marr, C. W. C. 
Poynton, A. » 
Prowse, J. H. 
Rodgers, A. S. 


Smith, Laird 
Wise, G. H. 
Tellers : ; 
Burchell, RR’ J. ° 
Fleming, W. M. 


Pairs... 
Cook, Sir Joseph 
Watt, W. A. 
Bowden, E. K. 
| Jackson, D. S. 

| Story, W. H. ' 

| Gibson, W. G. — 
ee Best; Sir Robert 
| Maxwell, Gy A, 


The Committee divided. 


ae iar PRION Ho, 
Majority Bee Ae ie 25 
ae AV a 
FF. W. Hill, W. ©.’ 


Hughes, W. M. 
Lamond, Hector 


Livingston, J. 
Mackay, G. H. 
Marks, W. M. 
Marr, C.. W. C. 
Poynton, A. 
Prowse, J. H. 
Rodgers, A. 8. 
Ryrie, Sir Granville 
Smith Laird. 
Wise, G. H. 
Tellers : 
Burchell, R. J. 
Fleming, WwW. M. 


Nors. 

McDonald, C. 
McGrath, D.C. 
[olonéy, Parker 
Byatt, Le ds: 






iv | Watkins, D. 
ap West, J. E. 
H. P. 

; Tellers: 


*“enton, J. EK. 
Riley, Ey 





YAWait, W. ‘A. 


Ryrie, Sir Granville 


Lister, J. H. ~ 


' the State of Victoria, there was a com- 






PAIRS. 
| Anstey, F. 


Blakeley, A. 
Nicholls, ‘S. R. 


Bowden, E. K. 
Jackson, D. §. 





Story, W. H. Cats; Js EL eae tee cat 

Gibson, W, G. Mahon, H. Oe THIN dated 
Best, Sir Robert Page, James Habe ee 
Maxwell, G. A. | Ludor, F. G. Vs 


* Question so resolved in ae afergen a 
Clause agreed to. aaa 
‘Clause 4— 


Section nine of the principal Act is aimetided fae 
by inserting in sub-section (1), after pele 
graph oo the words “; ors 

(d) being a member of an organization — i 
which is seeking better conditions, is 
dissatisfied with his conditions.”. 

Section proposed to be amended— simdes 

An employer shall not dismiss an em- 
ployee, or injure him in his employment, 
or alter his position to his prejudice, by 
reason of the circumstances that the em- vt 
dia ‘ 


Mr. FENTON GNEsrite rare ay oT] 
—I move— 

That after the word diumonded, * the ae 
ing words be inserted, “ by inserting after the 


word ‘dismiss’, the words, ‘or threaten toy 
dismiss and’ ” 










These monde) I believe, have been sug . 
gested by arbitration authorities. Quite). 
a number of cases have come under the ~ 
notice of some of the unions, of employers 
“holding the whip” over employees by 
threatening to dismiss them for doing 
work for their unions, such ag giving evi- — 
dence, taking part in arbitration proceed- — Ay 
ings, and generally assuming a fighting 
attitude on behalf of their fellows. For 
an employer who dismisses an employee 
on such grounds there is a penalty, but 
there is no penalty for a threat to dis 
miss, | 
Mr. 
the principal Act is useless, anyhow. 
Mr. FENTON.—That may be, but. a 
request has been made to me by unionis s 
to have these words inserted. Me 


Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) [6.0]:— 
I have pleasure in supporting the amend- 
ment, in the hope that the Government will 
accept it. .Over a score of years ago, in 



















mittee appointed, consisting of the ‘Reyes; 
A. R. Edgar, Mrs: Muir, Mr. Samuel — 
Mauger, Mr. Stephen Barker, and myself, . 
to inquire into the conditions Us the ia 


ee 


_ workers 
~ powered to take evidence in camera, 30 
as to prevent employers, including those . 


in this State. We were em- 


of Flinders-lane, dismissing their em- 
ployees, and following them with a boy- 
eott. If honorable members care to look 
at the report of that committee they will 
find that, at the Government expense, the 
families of some employees had to be sent 
from Melbourne, not only to Ballarat, 
Bendigo, Castlemaine, and Geelong, but 
as far as to Sydney, in order to “avoid 


the boycott which followed men who had 


given evidence. 

In these days, we wish no man or 
woman to be penalized for’ giving such 
evidence; and that, I take it, is the object 
of the honorable member for Mar ibyrnong 


/ (A. Fenton). Mr. Harrison Ord, in con- 


nexion with that committee, taal a re- 


port, and, although he was not a Labour 


man, but a Liberal, to whom I was keenly 
opposed politically, he showed the serious 
charges that lay against manufacturers 
and certain firms of Flinders-lane. Look- 
ing back to. the horrors of that time, Ll 
can give one or two little instances which 
may induce honorable members opposite 
to bring some pressure to bear on the 
Minister, with a view to the adoption of 
the amendment now proposed. At the 
back of the Homeopathic Hospital, St. 


Kilda-road, there was a factory, beluw the 


floors of which, in the absence of any 
underground drainage, there was some 14 


inches of dirty, filthy, slimy water, over 
which the employees had to work. 


We 
took a medical man down to that factory, 
and we found not one employee, man, 
woman, or young person, but was un- 
healthy. Another instance was afforded 


Oe by a factory opposite the Melbourne Hos- 


pital. This factory had a door into Lons- 


_dale-street, but that. door the girls em- 


ployed were not permitted to use. At 
the back of the factory there were six 
hovels, three occupied by Chinamen, and 
three by our “unfortunate” sisters, and 
every young girl of the factory had to 


‘enter by that yard. Those conditions were 


abolished as a result of the inquiry then 
made. The employees of this or any other 
country owe nothing to the great mass of 


the employers for the reduction of hours 
of labour, or other improvements in their 
conditions. 
right and good men amongst the em- 
oe Ms Dr. i aroney, 


Individually, there have been 
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of sie ae themselves, anced epi 
men-in public life of all parties, suc 
tora Rineaiberrc that conditcos ha 


niece’ eanon in the hands ae al 
ployer than dismissal itself. And 1 
our legislation provides that the emplo 
shall not dismiss a man because of var 
things set out in the Act, the Ee: 
yet able to attain the same end by t 
ening to do what the law forbids h 
do. We should take this opportunit 
making it clear that an employer shall 
bv any threat of dismissal penalize a 
for having complied with the laws ; 
by Parliament. 
Mr. RILEY (South Sydney [6.6 
I support the amendment. I have k 
experience of Arbitration Court procee 
ings, and I know that employers on many 
occasions have threatened that _any 
complaining to an officer of a union 
his conditions of employment, or git 
evidence before the Court, would ~ 
longer employed. .The result has 
that people in many industries have 
prevented from asserting themselves 
the Government are anxious to mak 
Arbitration Act more effective, 
should give every protection to pe 
who give evidence before the Court 
lodge complaints against unfair co: 
tions. The employer should be liab 
a penalty for threatening to a 
as he is for actual dismissal. | 
Mr. Bretu.—lIs not the threat. ineff 1vé 
when the employee knows that it eanm 
be carried out? | en 
Mr. RILEY.—No. Be 
Mr. Consiptne.—The “employe La 
dismiss the man in any case, i 
Mr. RILEY. — The employer 
always evade the Act by saying th: 
employee does not suit him, and dis sm 
ing him on that ground. TI think 
amendment should be agreed to. 
‘Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Ministe 
for Works amd Railways) (6. 7) 
amendment. suggests that an ! 
should be liable for a penalty if: 
sia hide 3 to dismiss an we es on | 


analy given evideneé in tate a ai 
the Arbitration, Act. Tne es y 


% 





“organization, aude 2 lagen are 
ited to join’ organizations. A aE Vaan 
r1¢ oyer “threatens a man with  dis- 
sal because of his membership of an 
nization, he commits an _ offence 
inst the general policy of the Act. 
> similarly offends against the spirit 
the Act if, by a threat of dismissal, 
ntimidates a man from giving 
7 which would enable the Court to 
stice between the parties. T am in- 
1¢ to agree with the amendment, but 
have not had time to give it full con- 
jon, I will agree to pcstpone the 
use with a view to having the amend- 
; pee in order by. the draftsman. 


BRENNAN (Batman) (Oa 
ink that paragraph d will improve 
on 9, but it makes a rather novel 
' ture from the language of the sec- 
, in that it refers to a ‘“‘ member of 
0  haiaamait *? but does not add the 
‘ds ‘‘ or association which has applied 
Rr eeeistered as an organization.’’ I 
nk + le words should be inserted. I 
| Minister to also agree to omit the 
ii which 1 is seeking better industrial 
i Whilst an organization 
be Miesicias better conditions every 
I do not know that it is actually 

; them every day. Those words 
be either injurious or superfluous. 


GROOM (Darling Momma WMinaater 
orks and Railways) [6.15].—The 
‘which is seeking better indus- 
c aditions ” are inserted on account 
‘ease which arose in Tasmania in con- 
a with a member of an organization 
was dismissed because he expressed 
atisfaction with his conditions. The 
ctor swore that he had dismissed the 
yee because the latter was dissatis- 


ony. An employer must be en- 
to dismiss an employee if the 
is dissatisfied with the conditions 
er which he is working. <The em- 
yer ought: not to be compelled to con- 
to employ a discontented man. At 
same time the object of the 
oh | was to encourage the formation 
' reanizations, with a view to better- 
the conditions of the workers, and it 
ssary to prevent employers from 
ng men who are members of such 
ns 8 ime, to improve their con- 





satisfied with their conditions. 
_ to the omission of the words ‘‘ or an asso- 


evl-_ 
‘an employer is trying to prevent the for- 


and the magistrate accepted that. 


ncn to. the Badia of ‘the section. 
f vide 


aitlens on the Me that, ‘toate are dies 
In regard 




















































ciation which has applied to be registered _ 
as an organization,’’ it is impossible. for 
the employer. to know whether an associa 
tion is seeking to be registered. gion ia 
Mr. Brennan.—Do not the other penal po 
ties apply to a member of an association — 
ir ue as to a member of an Mad Siar) - 
ion 


Mr. GROOM.—They only Ake wee : 











mation of an association. It would be 
unfair to dismiss a member of an organi- 
site which was functioning under the 

c mS 

Mr, Consip1ne.—If a member of an or- 
ganization is dissatisfied with his condi- 
tions, but the organization is satisfied, the — 
employer will still have the right to dis- 
miss ? 

Mr. GROOM.—Yes. If an onganiza-_ 
tion is thoroughly satisfied with the con- 
ditions but one man is grumbling all dean 
an employer has the right to say, ‘‘ If 
that is your state of mind you had better — 
go. >? 

Mr. Consipine.—Then this Bill only | 
confers illusory benefits. It transforms 
an organization into a protective ae 
for the employer. 

Mr. GROOM.—Surely the organiza- 
tion represents the workers engaged oh 
the industry. * 

Mr. Consipine.—Sunpose there is an- 4 
agreement with the employers with which — 
the organization is satisfied. A mine % 
of the organization is dissatisfied and de- 
sires to move the organization to seek bet- 
ter conditions. The employer says, ‘‘ If 
you are not satisfied with your job, ae 
out.” ! 

Mr. GROOM.—The Seep on is. oF 
compel an employer to keep on a 
dissatisfied man, whether he desires 
him or not. We must not have 
compulsion of that sort; there must 
be mutuality and reasonable protection. 
If an organization is dissatisfied with an 
award it will be held to’ be seeking better Shou 
industrial conditions.. Under these eir- . 
cumstances, an employer could not dis- — 
miss an gmploves because the latter said ~ 
that he was dissatisfied with his eondi- | 
tions. The clause gives reasonable and 
proper protection to “the employee ; and on | 
‘ask the honorable: member not to press. 
an amendment, which, to my ‘view, 18 
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Dthneatan| to 


of a case”? 
- ean suspend his operations temporarily, 
ad afterwards would not be onan tee 


he ye 
a aa hy it: 





Mr. CONSIDINE (BAO 6. 91). — 
fhe Minister seems to be giving a con- 
cession, but actually he is giving nothing 
at all away. In the Tasmanian case that 


he mentioned, a man was dismissed be- 


eause he was dissatisfied with his work- 


ing conditions; but no change ever occurs 
in the conditions of an industry until 
some member of a union who is working 
for a private employer has become fis: 
satisfied with his hours or remuneration, 
or some other condition of his employ- 
ment. Should he express his dissatisfac- 
tion, his employer would immediately say 
to him, “Your organization has »an 
award, which T am following, and, as 
you are not satisfied with it: you can go.” 


There is no protection for that imdivi- 


dual. JI can understand the statement of 
the Minister that the measure is designed 
to encourage organization, because evi- 


dently its purpose is to transform the 


organizations of workers into police 
bureaux for the. benefit of the employers. 
It prevends to give a benefit to the em- 
ployee, but gives none ait all. As a 


matter of fact, any employer who was 


stupid enough to inform an employee 
that be was dismissing him for his in- 


» dustrial views, could not remain in busi- 


ness very long. In practice, what the 


employer does when he wishes to get rid 


of an objectionable unionist is to tell him 
that he has no work for him. I have 
had that dodge worked on me. JI have 
been given a start at 8 o’clock, and “‘fired”’ 
at 5 o’elock. The employers do not 
dismiss their men; ‘they 
merely get rid of them. This clause is 
a mere doping of the workers by pre- 


tending to confer benefits upon them 


which are not conferred. From my 


- point of view, the Minister’s explanation 


makes the position worse. He asks us 
to solemnly devise machinery for the pro- 
tection of the employees, when, as a mat- 
ter of fact, the power of the employer to 


get rid of men is not and cannot be 
taken away. How can. an employer be 
- prevented from dismissing an employee 
if he does not say straight out, “I am 
dismissing you for the part ‘that you took 


in such-and-such a strike,” or “ because 
you gave certain evidence in the hearing 
An employer, if necessary, 








“Conciliation and (REPRESENTA VES 


may have to stop his'plant for a_ 


would be difficult as a matter of 


HO Veto 





to re-employ is original 
labourer who was ohne 
ployers would not be “ 
when he attended on the j 
picked up; the sailor who was 
would not be able to sign on for a 
voyage. The miner, after he had | 
his fortnight’s contract, would be 

































































the workers will never be able ie 
themselves from their employ yers 


continue to pacine thane but ‘a 
he will get rid of them, even. thou 


do so. Th Broken Hill there have 
cases of deliberate victimizatio: 
when a mine has been laid idle in 
against such cases, the men ma: 
instated, but a little later they — 


it impossible to prove vietimizati n. 
is nonsense to think of proena re 0 


ele Teh 


the workers have a big gger Bs, 
control of industry, whey, alte 
protection. 


ee suspended Mase 6. 28 to § 


for Works and Railways) [8. 0}. 
the dinner adjournment, I told 
orable member for Maribyrnong ; 
Fenton) fnat I was incl to fay 





tion, I a in the mestene 
the section closely, and I find 


to introduce 


> 


am prepared to take. cane a 
have given instructions for the 
of an amendment which will d 
the intimidation aspect of th 
and which will prevent threa 
dismiss a man who wants to b 
officer or member of an organiza’ 
join an association about to be 1 
and will deal also with t 
man for giving evidence, 
ae way sed Meee) it se ot 





































4 in, be satstactorilyy ‘dealt with. 
romise the honorable member that, at 


age i’ shall submit a new clause 


a r. Fenron.—Will the Minister in the 


r. GROOM.—Yes; using a threat to 
tismiss _to prevent a person joining an 
, giving palais or fehing 


ae to Sithitlasare my ees 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


ctor LAMOND CU ates 


anization, and that while it is in pro- 
ss of formation an employer will 
threaten to dismiss any of his men who 
_ take any part in forming it. It was my 
desire that the clause should be so 
x ended as to prevent that. 
re eee that that sy oy will be 


er akon. iy shall make it as wide 
I can consistent with the purpose of 
the Bill I shall bear in mind what the 


) , that’ whilst we adopt the principle 
h we have adopted in connexion with 





4 y one ito put hate dle in the way of 
eats boo: . 


on It would not do to 
aa ae provision in the case of men 
ho wished to become members of asso- 


‘@iations or organizations having nothing 
y do with this Act. That would not ne 


Mr. ‘HECTOR LAMOND.—I ait 
that. If the Minister will agree to 

, the case to which I have referred, 
far as the purpose of the Bill will per- 

il ae shall be satisfied. 

| -Groom.—I am prepared to do that. 

BRENNAN (Batman) [8.5].— 

the dinner adjournment, I pro- 


Ba 2 a aM i ws - 
Fare ees aie ef Coane tia 
if SHAE ele He Aah 
fi Fi 4 Afi) i he ry) + t 
BRM eRe cnt te) 
#4 | Wales ) P 
sles ration a ; 


| [25 Aveusr j ! 1920.] 


Jater stage, when we are dealing with 


clause cover threatening to dismiss? . 


Ata to) 





Arbitration Bill. 3809 
posed an anenatiert of the proposed 
new paragraph d, which reads— 
being a member of an organization which is 
seeking better industrial conditions, is dis- 
satisfied with his conditions. 

From two points of view, I contend that 
that paragraph. does not go far enough. 

Of course, I realize that it represents an 
advance upon the existing law, but it in- 
dicates also how much further in the same 
direction the Government might have 
gone, I wish to add after _the word 

‘organization ’’’ the words ‘‘or of an 
association that. has applied to be regis- 
tered as an organization.’’ That is the 


first amendment ‘of the paragraph which a | 


™ suggest. nh. 

THE TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN 
(Mr, Atkinson).—I understood the hon- 
orable member to propose the omission of 
certain words. 

Mr. BRENNAN.—Yes, 
tention to propose the omission of the 
words, “which is seeking better con-. 
ditions.” If honorable members will 


read the whole section as it appears inthe 


reprint before them, they will find that 
there are certain prohibitions upon the 
right of an employer to prejudice any 
employee in any one of a number. 
of ways. The employee is not to 
be injured. or prejudiced by reason 
of the circumstance that he is an 
officer or member of an organization 
or of an association that has appled 
to be registered as an organization. That 
is provided for under paragraph a of the 
section. Why should we not give the em- 
ployee the same protection under para- 
graph d as he is given under paragraph @ 


if he isa ember of an association which ~~ 


is seeking to be registered as an organi- — 
zation? It seems to me that it would be- 
only logical and reasonable to do so. 
Mr. Hector Lamonp,—The honorable _ 
member would prohibit an employer dis- 


missing a man because he is dissatisfied 


with his conditions at all, if he is a mem- 
ber of an organization. : 
Mr. BRENNAN.—If he is a member. | 
of an organization or of an association ‘ 
which is seeking to be registered as an — 
organization. A man is a member, we ~ 
will say, of an association. He suggests — 


to his fellow-members that they should ~ 


form an organization and should register 
in. the Arbitration Court, and hecauae 


he makes that rl param: because hielo 


desire may be presumed to be that the — 








it is) tiv, Tae 
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association should be vielioeed with a 
view to an improvement of his conditions, 
lis employer may dismiss him on the 

ground that he is dissatisfied. Why should 


he be free to dismiss him in those circum- 
stances any more than if he is a member 
of an organization seeking to better his 
conditions? The whole purpose of this 
legislation is to encourage men to become 
members of organizations. Paragraph a 
of the existing Act shows clearly that the 
intention is not only-to protect him as a 
member of an organization, but to »en- 
courage him to join an organization and 
to encourage associations to. register as 
organizations. 

Mr. Corsrr.—Was that the 
shown in dealing with the honorable mem- 
ber for Capricornia (Mr. Higgs)? 

Mr. BRENNAN.—I understood that 
the intention of the Committee was to do 
business. Evidently that is not the im- 
tention of the honorable ‘member for 
Wide Bay (Mr, Corser). I am prepared 
to discuss the honorable member for 


Capricornia at some other time when the — 


discussion will be relevant. It would not 
be relevant to this Bill. Incidentally, as 
the matter has been raised, I may say 
that I think the honorable member for 
Capricormia (Mr. Higgs) made up his 
mind to leave the Labour party, and it 
was a question whether he should be ex- 
pelled or should get out in some other 
way. Apparently, he chose his own way. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN.— 
Order! 

Mr. BRENNAN.—The Government 
propose to limit this protection, not only 


to members of an organization, but to 


Inembers of organizations which are seek- 
ing to better mdustrial conditions. This 
‘position may arise: A man is a member 
of an organization, as he is entitled to be, 
and as he is invited to be by this legis- 
lation. He suggests to the fellow-mem- 


bers of his union, “ We should go to the 
Arbitration Govrt in order to Weion our 


conditions, and obtain an award.” The 
organization may or may not be impressed 
by that view, and may or may not take 
any action; but if the organization has not 
taken any ‘action to better the conditions 
of its members under this Bill, the man 
who suggests that action gives evidence 


of his dissatisfaction with his con- 
_ ditions, becomes marked as a_ dis- 
satisfied man, and may be dismissed 
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‘ his re a with eet Vo | 
reason. The Minister in eel 

Bill.asks how we can prevent emt 
dismissing employees. He says 

cannot expect an employer to put up 
a grumbler who is constantly com: pla 
about his conditions. If that is ihe 
in which he approaches this question, 
trouble about paragraph a, which fi 
a man being penalized im the 
stances there set out, an 
own new clause? 


who clone be dicate with the 
and I interjected that the Gover 
did not intend to penalize ‘‘ divin 
content.” I understood the ‘Mini t€ 
agree with that view, but I aes , 
does not agree with ate ae ; 


Mr. Groom. ~ Ene honorable. : 


referring to “ divine disease | 
Mr. BRENNAN—It the pas 


gentleman ee read the tN ag 


he proposes to sivotiay “ay 
content.” Outside, that) very 
give the employer an absolute an 
strained power to dismiss. Dealt: 
the second part of my objection 
clause, let me suppose that a mai 
member of an ‘organization, and, 2 
sake of my argument, we may | 
that. he is not a direct actionist. 
to avail himself of the law, — to. 
himself to the arbitrament of a 
and is prepared to accept its ju 
But the Minister says that unless he 
pens to be a member of an organiza 
which as such has taken steps to 
the conditions of its members, pe 
an individual expresses the opini 
there should be some improvemen 
conditions, or 
organization that they should mov 
better conditions, under this Bill 
no protection whatsoever. I do 
what is in the mind of the Gove 
How they can square t e narrow 
pretation which must be’ placed upo 
new paragraph with the much wid 
more generous interpretation wh 












Oration to ine to improve pie eae as 
are ditions, and it was equally fair and 
ee move— proper that the employee should have = 
a right to be dissatisfied’ with ene 

| 

































; Enis 9 be left ma ei a view them, and should want to improve vo 
erting in lieu thereof the words “or of them in. accordance with the. aims. ni 
ciation which has pppiad to be regis- of his organization. To meet such 


j 29 43 
organization. * a case the “Government proposes to. add. 


Beat: Bilal ther wards ob. aes to have to section 9 of the principal Act a para- — 

ase nay have the effect of limiting graph providing that an employer atc P 
pe of the paragraph, which, ance not dismiss a member of an organization 
, would read as eh aaae -seeking to improve its conditions | on the 
ground that he happens to be Tet 
with those conditions. i 















‘eh 
hile ey ee the para graph read Sir Roserr Brst.—That is going | a 


va lows Te ue : _ long way. * ! 
‘a member “OR an, organization or of ah Mr. GROOM.—Yes. Ii is an inter- 
ation that has applied to be registered ference with the ordinary common pil 
> cama is ee with his con- of master and servant, which permits the | Sona 
| master, who is of opinion that a servants’ 
dissatisfaction with the conditions of hie a : 
employment is such as to render him gee ee an 
suitable as a servant, to dismiss him, 
without incurring any penalty for so. 
doing. The Government’s proposal cats. 
cane right across that common law rule, on 
‘ enon (Darling AD iprue oats ateatas the ground ithat, as the Conciliation and 
| and Railways) [8.19].—I Arbitration ‘Act seeks to encourage 
eaeept the smendment. ‘The hon. organizations to, register, uzider the, Act: 


read has i) misconceived and empowers the Court to give them 
the right to appear before it and submit. 


plaints for the improvement of indus-- oa 
trial conditions, individual members of — 
such organizations whose natural desire i 
is to further the plaints before the Court, 

‘ought to be protected from disnaaent! 
‘on the ground. stated. However, that 
is as far ag we propose to. go.” 
The honorable member for Batman 
(Mr. Brennan) would go considerably ms 
further. He would, strike out the words, 
Yourt held that. under the vi. “which is seeking better industrial con- 
ditions,” and imsert in their stead the 
words, “or of an association that has ap- 
a to be registered as an orga ») 
RTA A 


me member Mot! ant ennai: Mr) Breynan.—To_ bring the para- 
he is prevented from doing by graph in conformity with paragraph a, 
ame (a), but because the man was» Mr. GROOM.—Let me deal with the i 
with the conditions of his two proposals in their order. First of | 
ae. The organization to which all, with the omission of the words which 
m belonged. was seeking to im- ‘the honorable member seeks’ to. have de-— 
cae s conditions, and the employer leted, an employer could not dismiss. an , 
Ser eee Mas was” dissatis- employee who, “is a member of an 
ot | organization, and is dissatisfied with his 
3.4 Tt conditions.” ‘i Tae mere ea Giuieh a man” 

























mM In fae, ease the ‘point at 
whether a member of gn or- 
| seeking to improve its con- 






























vl at. the Liege time, ise em.- 






















































































































was a Then eek of an Pee Croald 
' Pr ccicct him for all time. 
be dismissed, on the ground that he was 
_ dissatisfied with his conditions. Seah 
_ Mr. Ricuarp Fosrzr.—A_ dissatisfied 
employée is of no use to any one. 

Mr. Brennan.—The amendment in 
the Bill protects him to a certain extent. 


Mr. GROOM.—It protects a member 
of an organization which is legitimately 
seeking to improve its conditions; but the 
honorable member's proposal would give 
complete protection to a certain number 
of discontented and dissatisfied members 
of an organization which has gone to the 
Court and secured an award with which 
the great bulk of its members were 
thoroughly satisfied. We cannot do that. 
The only logical reason for affording a 
man protection is the fact that the 


organization, of which he is a member, 


is also dissatisfied, and is seeking to im- 
“prove its conditions. Now, let us take 
the second part of the honorable mem- 
ber’s amendment, in which he seeks to 
insert the words “or of an association 
that has applied to be registered as an 
“organization.” The honorable member 
states that his purpose in seeking to in- 
sert these words is to bring the paragraph 
into harmony with paragraph a, which 
prevents an employer from dismissing an 
_ employee who is a “ member of an organi- 
zation ’—that is to say, one which is 
already registered under the Act—“ or of 
an association that has applied to be 
registered as an organization.” There is 
a reason for having these words in para- 
graph a, because in the period that 
-elapses before registration, employees 
must get together to form an association, 
and if an employer could with impunity 


‘dismiss all the persons who were mem-. 


“bers of an association about to be regis- 

tered, he might interfere with the lawful 

: right of the members of that association 

to become a registered organization, and, 

logically, he ought to be punished for 

seeking to block the endeavour of his 

- workmen to exercise their lawful right. to 

register. 

_ Mr. Brennan.—The principle is the 

‘same in the two paragraphs. 


Mr. GROOM.—It is not. Before re- 
 gistration an association is not seeking 
specifically to improve industrial con- 
ditions, because it. does not formu- 


He could not 


Hale ay 
ditions which it rega: 
factory, until it is re, 


to insert the words “whic 


‘problem, and as any attempt to ¢ 


would it be fair that he gs 


: dividual : 





s plaint,” 








that reason it would eee oh 







better industrial conditions 
graph a. I think the hon 


made a sincere’ effort to. meet a) 


further would be a serious — 
invasion of the ordinary rule. of 
law, I am not prepared to assent t 
Mr. Brennan.—If the president 
organization, which is registere : 
gests that a plaint should be 
médiately dismissed because, - fi 
dividual, he has expressed dissat 
to an organization which - h 
begun to make its claim? — 
Mr. GROOM.—The nobesel 
ber is seeking, not merely to pre 
president of an organization, but 
other member of it. The protection ¢ 
by the Bill is really substantial. 
the honorable member not to 
amendment. a 
Sir ROBERT BEST. (Kk 
[8.29].—I ask honorable mem 
look very seriously at the hon 
member’s-proposal. As I inter, 
Government’s amendment goes 
ably long way, but if the 
member’s Popo Uae were agree 


ous position, and would ioe the ¢ | 
difficulty 1 in getting rid of “men who 
the ‘source of constant ition 
discontent in their es 
The Government 80, 80 fe 


serious 
ments. 


is that of an organized body 
fact of a member of that body 
the same dissatistachian as not 


in it Lea is the muarenie tha yh: 
dissatisfaction not of an individual, 
the whole organization. If, ho 
honorable member for — 
Brennan) strikes out the words 
seeking better industrial condition 
removes it from the complaint 

organization or corporate body, 
resolves itself into. the co 
pig. one ma: 






























_ concerned, but one individual may 
to work to get up a further agita- 
on, and express himself as dissatisfied 
ith various’ conditions, and disorganize 
ie whole of the employment, yet the em- 
oyer will be utterly i i He will 
ot be able to protect himself against 
. the ie of that enoundnet; and can- 


employer in the position of having 
y suffer the constant and petaeine dis- 


c " Ricuarp Foster. ve his dis- 
ag may spread over the rons staff. 


His 
dual complaint may not be shared 
‘the general body of employees in that 
_ particular class of work. He may be ab- 
aft jhe insatiable, and ‘may breed dis- 


at man in the same way as he would 
ee worker. 3 


bien altogether. 
then. probes toi use: the same words 


siation hich has applied to, be resis 
alive as an organization.” I can quite 
understand those words hamid used in 


graph a. If there is an organization 


Bee to form an organization are not 


bik so. But to es eis words 


te give to the Bia yitanted indi 
idual even greater security than could 
_given if the words ‘‘ which is seeking 
sh 2 gett ieee cia ” were struck 


eae I eBay to the honorable 
mber for Batman (Mr. Brennan) that 
ragraph d is most reasonable from the 
ndpoint that the man is fully protected 
he is only expressing the dissatisfac- 
f the organized body. If he is 
1 seb AG work hie eh acta s and 





lc ce hoa ie lage tatiuctory ie 


The t babla mem-* 


be penalized by reason of their attempt 


Cs eee Bill. 


daty the organized Bade and eieete dis- 


content, he is not entitled to BRY fur- 


ther protection. 
Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [8. 36]. 


—Notwithstanding the protest of the hon- 


orable member for Kooyong (Sir Robert 
Best), the amendment of the honorable — 
member for Batman (Mr. Brennan) is 

very reasonable. It merely seeks to pro- 
tect a man who tries to do himself a 
his fellow employees some good, All we 


want to do is to put in paragraph d the 


same words as now appear in paragraph — 
a. Why not? If the Committee is pre 
pared to protect a man in one casé Ss be- 
cause he is advocating certain principles — 


for the benefit of himself and his fellow — 


workers, why penalize another man who_ 
is endeavouring to do the same on behalf — 


of himself and “his fellow employees in an- 


other case? In previous days a man In 
a workshop had only to say, ‘‘ It is about 
time we had a union here,’ 
promptly turned out into the cold world 


to look for a job. Nowadays it is done . 


more scientifically. It is amusing to hear 
honorable members on the other side sie 
ting up a plea for. the unfortunate em- 
ployer. There are a thousand and one 


ways in which an employer can get nd 
of a man. 


This Bill, in many “of its. 
clauses, sets out.to protect the worker — 
who is endeavouring to improve his in- 


dustrial conditions and those of his fellow a 
That is the whole tenor of the — 


workers. 
Bill. It is a well known fact that am em-_ 
ployer can always protect himself against 
the. encroachments, if you ike to call 
them so, of the worker, 

Mr. Livineston. —What about a lanes 
to provide that the worker shall give a 
fair day’s work for a fair day’s wage? | 

Mr. FENTON.—I refer the hononahiee 
member to up-to-date statistics, which — 
prove that the working men of Australia 
are turning out more goods, and Oris 
oreater galue. than ever they turned out | 


Heraee. ie i 


Mr. Ricuarp Fosrer.—The workiney 
men of Australia are all right, but what — 
about the loafing men of Australia? 

Mr. 


men in these organizations doing more 


than their fair share to make up for what 
the honorable member calls the loafers, 
if those statistics are correct, because the 


goods are there and are delivered every 
time. Why should certain 
beneficial in one part of the clause and 
injurious in another part? | 


‘313. 


to be 


FENTON.—tThere must be many © 


words ce } 
tn this Bill, 


« 





Eo cable members, whether they have 
the employers’ sympathies or not, are 
_ setting out to protect the worker. Unless 
there is organization on both: sides arbi- 





tration and conciliation will be of very 


little value: We might as well put this 
Bill on the kitchen fire when we go home, 


unless we are going to recognise organiza- 


tions. We are out as a Parliament to 

see that organizations are formed in order 

that conciliation and arbitration may run 
their proper course. 


Sir Rosert Best.—This does* not chal- 


lenge that in any way. 


‘Mr. FENTON.—Undoubtedly it does. 
The honorable member spoke of the case 
of a discontented individual. -Nearly 
every reform that has taken place has 
begun with one man or a few men, and 
the history of all countries proves con- 
clusively that the few have suffered in 
‘trying to bring it about. In some cases 
“their lives have been taken, and it has 
been proved that, over and over again, 
many workers have lost their posi- 
tions. We must protect the man who, in 
the factory or workshop, | is prepared to 
start a movement to form an organization 
that can go to the Court and be brought 
under the provisions of the Arbitration 

Act. That is a desirable thing to en- 
courage. 1 support the amendment 
moved by the honorable member for Bat- 
man (Mr. Brennan), and am rather sur- 
prised that the Minister (Mr. Groom) ‘is 
not @eady to accept it. ; ° 


Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) [8.40].—I 
support the amendment moved by the 
honorable member for Batman (Mr. 
Brennan), and -so clearly explained by 
him. I find it quite impossible to follow 

the arguments put forward by the 
Minister (Mr. Groom), or the special 
pleading of the honorable member for 
-Kooyong (Sir Robert Pest). They seek 
to draw a distinction between , proposed 
paragraph d and paragraph a, sp far as 
conceris an organization or an association 
that has applied to be registered as an 
organization. I fail to see upon what 
logical grounds any exception can be 
taken to the. very fair argument of the 
honorable member for Batman for the in- 
clusion of members of an association 
which has applied to be registered as an 
organization, as well_as members of regis- 
tered organizations. No effective argu- 
ct has been Pirected to that pant at 
] | 
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»what I have termed the special p 
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wide he has Rise mE. re 
at the same time to delete the wor 
‘‘ which is seeking better industrial ol 
ditions.’ pa ee 


Mr. RYAN.—The honorable mer 
for Batman made it very clear that. 
are two separate matters. Does the 
orable member suggest that, if those wi ore 
were left in, he would have no object ti 
to adding after the word “* organizati 
the words ‘‘ or of an association w 
has applied to be registered as an. org: 
zation *’ ? | 

Sir Ropert Brest.—I am dala 
the argument of the hone me! 
for Batman. ; 


Mr. RYAN.—When fhe | 
member is cornered, he backs out. 
have pointed out the logic of the hon 
able member for Batman on ri st 
branch of his argument. 


cee in the way of ee ai 
guilt of an employer who would 
a member of an organization’ beca 


listened with a good deal of inter 


of the honorable member for Kooyon 
this respect. Looking at our friends 
members of the so-called Country — 
in the corner, the honorable memb. 
pealed to them to recognise that if 
words were not left in an em 
would not, be able to dismiss a person 
was dissatisfied ils his : ee 


the ket ti 


Mr. Prowsr. Why sha 
Country party ”’ i 


Mr. 
load my argument with that mat 
the present time, but. when a more 
able occasion arises I shall be plea 
give my views upon it. If the hon 
member for Kooyong were defendit 
employer, who was charged with hi 
dismissed an employee because he w 
not satisfied with his conditions, — 
would probably appeal to the Ben 
these terms, ‘‘ My client has not 
the man because he i is ao Ww: 






































tor, and is ; causing trouble arta 
other ed ad which is an hehe 


r. EEE Fosrar.—He as! ‘a per- 
right to dismiss him for either. 


pe Treat is where we differ. 


1 ihe. ble member for aa E 
ying to guard SeRUEY he would 


Pris was rae Ca sou ne to 
ade his fellow employees that they 
seek better industrial. conditions. 
‘could be done under the clause as 
s. I should like to know who sug- 
ted this proposed amendment. of the 
cipal Act. Where did it emanate? 
} suggested that paragraph d should 
nserted in section 9 of the principal 
- Does the suggestion come from the 
itself 2 2 


fr. Groom.—Would that ect the 
orable member’s vote on the subject? 
Mr. RYAN.—It might affect my 
de upon the matter, because I 
is I have said before, that the Presi- 
and Deputy President of the Court 
Id have been asked for a report as 
the proper forms of amendment to be 
ade in the existing Act. It would be 
ery helpful to me, in arriving at a con- 
on, to be able to refer to a report 
nade by the Eta of the Court. Mr. 


( “He is admittedly a capable 

, and I do not think that any one 
by ny but the highest motives—by a de- 
re to assist the Legislature in so shaping 

amending Bill as to aid in the re- 
! of industrial unrest. This is a 
all matter. Tt affects not 
die clause now before us, but others. 


if of the Court has been consulted— 


is amending Bill, or has been requested 

make a report upon it. I hope that 

é Minister will be good enough to 
er my inquiry. .” 

. BRENNAN (Batman) [8.47].— 

; I commenced to dissect. this clause 


Masidn of the question! in all “good 
with — a desire to. pia effect, ‘ 


ould suggest that he would be actuated. 


nether he has expressed any views upon. 


pritatty and fully, to tnd policy of the 
Government, which is that of eoneiliation. 
and arbitration, But as the debate goes . 
on 1 see the trail of the “ agitator” over. 
the whole of the proceedings. The honor- - 
able member for Wakefield (Mr. Richard © 
Foster), would dismiss an employee, be- 
cause he is dissatisfied or is agitating ; 

he would dismiss him, he says, with per- 
fect. confidence, for. any. of these reasons, 
and, in fact, for no reason at all. Let 

us then approach this subject of concila- 
tion in the atmosphere of unconciliation 
which the Government and. their sup- ) 
porters have created for us. The Minis- 9 
ter himself says, “We have introduged 
this modicum of relief because of a case 
that was tried in Tasmania, where it ae ye 
found that a member of an organization — 
that was approaching the Court for re= ie 
dress had been dismissed. We have in- a 
troduced this particular paragraph, for 
the special purpose of dealing with this 
special case.” 


Mr. 
Mr. BRENNAN.—My answer: to the 


Minister is. that the Government cannot. 
afford::to summon the Federal Parlia- 
ment every time the Court in Tasmania 

or any gjher State finds defects in Acts 
which this Government have succeeded in. 
passing, ‘We are dealing with principles, 
and not with special.cases, even although 
those special cases In an especial way show 
defects in measures introduced by the — 
Government. I gather that the honor-— ms ag 
able member for icseeone (Sir Robert. 
Best) mistakes the purpose of this. 
Bill as being designed to promote — 
strikes and agitations, since, when oy ; 
put. a very simple case to him, he says 
that it carries no conviction to his — 
mind. AsI pomted out, an organize tae See 
might be registered under the Act. An ‘ 
organization, like every other boty acts 
on the advice of its leaders. It moves on 
the advice and representations made prob- | 
ably by its president and other officers. » 
These officers, in the minds of honorable _ 
members opposite, of course, are. net ‘ 
tors. undeserving of any respect. | But — 
in our view they are the responsible Of fe 
cers of responsible organizations. Ass 
suming that we had an organization re 
gistered under the Act, it might naturally 
follow that: the first person to suggest to 





Groom.—-With that class of cases. 
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dent or any duly 
said to the members of that organiza- 
ie tion, 


_ with this paltry pretence at amengli 
_ Act and say that in those very rare cases 


‘ that. 


i j called Country party,’’ 
_ selves to this question—to see where they 
4 ie are Peng led by the vague of -reaction- 


other constituted leader, naar as a shop 
delegate. And as soon as the presi- 
constituted leader 


“We ought to file a_ plaint,” 
x ‘‘ Having regard to the cost of living 


and the material that I have at my dis-, 


posal to convince you we would be jus- 
tified in seeking better conditions,’ he 
would become a, dissatisfied employee; he 
would be a marked man for dismissal, 
and would get no protection under this 


‘Bill, : 


Mr, Ritzy.—He would be an “‘ agita- 


tor 9? 


Mr. BRENNAN.—And would stand 
condemned as such. That has always 
been the policy of the opponents of La- 
bour. Their policy has always been to 


- seize the live men in an organization and 


to victimize them before their influence 
extends to the members of the organiza- 
tion. They pick them off one by one. 
They make it unsafe for a man to be a 
leader, an adviser, of his fellow workers. 


And this Government, which stands for 
~ conciliation and arbitration, Says, 


“We 
will back them up in dismissing, a man in 
such circumstances.” They come’ forward 
ing the 


where a man who is a member of an or- 
ganization that has actually taken action 
is dismissed, we will punish the employer. 
They put that forward as a genuine at- 
tempt to protect the workers in an in- 
dustry. They protect the individual in 
the very exceptional case, but in the re- 
lated cases in which they should logically 


protect him and in the numerous cases 
that will arise, they offer him no protec- 


tion whatever. They, in effect, “bark” 
out, as the honorable member ee Wake- 
field ‘“‘ barked” just now, ‘‘ We will 


allow these men to be dismissed for no 
reason at all.” ; 


Mr. Ricuarp Fostsr.—I didnot say 


Mr. BRENNAN.—That is what this 


Government policy of conciliation amounts | 
to. I invite honorable members in the 
Ministerial corner, if they wish to be called 


‘‘the Country party,” ‘and not ‘the so- 
to address them- 


einen and _tmnparsenranivas) | 


that the provision to which he takes 


nificant cemmentary on his Feet 


ment made by. him. shekot es 
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for Works and ye 8. 
honorable member for Bata y(t 
Brennan) has tried to make it appe: 








ception is calculated to give relief in 
isolated cases. The honorablememibe 
tirely misccnstrues the clause. 
words which he seeks to omit are, “* 
ing better industrial conditions.” 
there an organization registered unde 
Act that is not endeavouring to impre 
industrial conditions? Almost. every 
ganization is trying to do so. How n 1an} 





Mr. rcuiae —A great many, 2 i 
Government will not appoint — addit 
Judges to deal with them. 


Mr. GROOM.—A moment — ago 
honorable member said that ans pro 


cases. 
resorting to a policy of. bluff, 


that many of the men to whom he re: 
as the leaders of the industrial organizé 
tions are in the employ of the orga 
tions, themsélves. They are not. 
vatéemployment. They are organ 
and can go about seeking, as the 
perfectly justified in doing, to im 
the conditions of their fellows. — 
organizers and secretaries of the 
unions are paid officials. * — Mp 

Sir Roserr Best.—But even if 
not so, their action on behalf. 
organization would be the action 
Hea vain! itself, 


bag eephion are 
which is seeking a eee 


tions.” The clause is not even | 
fined to organizations 
filed a plaint, and 


the conditions of t. 
dissatisfaction might cover a wi 

area. The honorable member for Bat- 
man, at the outset, admitted tha: 
was an improvement ‘on the ] 
Act. Suddenly, however, ¥ axl 
quent, he forgot that, statement, a 
not a good word to say for the cl 
We shall be satisfied to accep’ the 













Brennan —1 : is 
Boe, eee, if does Bee, hee far 
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eo _ GROOM. ett goes as_ fae as we 
entitled to go. The honorable mem- 
‘West Sydney (Mr. Ryan) desired 
ow whether the President of the 


me ents of the principal Act for which this 
Hill provides. As a matter of fact, he 
suggestions to within a fortnight of | 
troduction of the Pill. We have 
hout been constantly in touch with 


1, and he has been making suggestions. | 
sit 

~ Ryan.—Are his suggestion incor- 

d in this Bill? 


Mr. GROOM.—As 
a woole, many of them are. The Go- - 
nent did not call upon the President 
: f the Court for a report, but the Depart- 
1t has been in touch with him, and 
d suggestions from him up to the time 
ill was launched. The Government, 
all, must accept the responsibility 
his Bill. Although the Department 
7 not be in touch with the President 
Court, and be glad to consider 
dments of the principal Act sug- 
ted by him, the Government itself, in 
nd, must ‘be alec i the Bill. 





oe let us kiow what ag hee 
A ene pal Act included in this Bull 


Mr. GROOM.—I ip nob + think it would 
just to do so. If TI did, the honorable 


ble: member to a reasonable view. 
gislation. We accept the respon- 
for the Bill, and submit, upon 


incipal Act for which the Bill pro- 
We have gone a long way, and 
ot feel disposel to go further in so 


L iestian That the souds Ute to 
omitted stand part of the-clause (Mr. 





WAN'S eee ee. oe Com 
divided. : ie . 
fi nage Ace ea De 
a me van 16 
eae 16> 


Bt good as. 


rt had suggested any of the amend- 


I told ie House 


+ Aye) 



















Blatords F. W. Hughes, Ww. M te ae 
Bayley, J. G. Jowett, Bye ig anise de 
Bell, G. J. Lamond, Hantots: Oe 


' Best, Sir Robert 


Livingston, a ile uk 
Bhindell, Ruy, ‘) 


| Mackay, G. H.. 


Bruce, S. M. | Marks, W. M. 
Cameron, D. Cc. | Marr, C, one 
Cook, Sir Joseph Poynton, A, 
Cook, Robert Prowse, J. H. ” 
Corser, K. B.C, Rodgers, A: S.- 


Fleming, W. M. 


Ryrie, Sir Guaniae 
Foster, Richard 


Smith, Laird _ 


Fowler, J. M. Wise, G. di 
Greene, W. M. 
Gregory, H. Tellers: 
eae L. i. Burchell, R. J. 

. Ww. C. Lister, J. H. 

Nogs. SW) Lay 
Brennan, F. Moloney, Parker 
Charlton, M; Ryan, T.. J. , 
- Considine, DA Ps | Tudor, F. G. 
Cunningham, L. L, Watkins, D. 
Gabb, J. M. West, J. EB. 
vavelle, af HN 
Lazzarini, H. P. Tellers: 
Mahony, Ww. G. Fenton, J. EK, 
Maloney, Dr. | Riley, E, 
‘ Pars, 

Watt, W. A. Anstey, F. 
Bowden, Fic: Tk, Blakeley, A. 
Story, W. H. Catts, J. H. 
Gibson, W. G. Mahon, H, ~ 
Chapman, Austin Mathews, J. 
Maxwell, .G. A. MeDonald, C. ’ 
Francis, F. H. McGrath, D. C.. 
Jackson, D. $8. Nicholls, 8. R. 
Wienholt, A, Page, James 


Question so resolved in the affirmative. 
Amendment negatived. 
Clause agreed to. 
Clause 5— 


Section fourteen of the Commonwealth Con 
ciliation and Arbitration Act 1904- 1918 ia). 
amended— ashes 

(a) by inserting in sub-section Chey atte 
the word “ any” (first occurring), — 
the words “person or persons. hold-. us 
ing the office of ”; . a 

)(6)- by inserting in that’ sub- -section, aflee 
the words ‘the Deputy.” (wherever 
oceurring), the wares oe re 
snatabeawatt 7; and . 


word “The” (first pee oe , 
inserting in, its stead. thes word 7 A 
ving hts gel / x , 
Section proposed to be amended:— 
14. (1) The Governor-General may, by ine 
‘strument under his hand, appoint any Justicg 
of the High Court or Judge of the Supreme at 
Court of a State to be the Deputy of the Pre \s 
sident in any part of the Commonwealth, and 
bi sara capacity to exercise such: Re and 










‘The experiment is not a new one. 
‘old Arbitration Court in New South 
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wit functions of the President as the Governor- 
| General thinks fit to assign to the, Deputy. 


(2) The Deputy so appointed shall be en- 


‘titled to hold office during good behaviour for 
the unexpired period of the term of office of 


the President for the time being, and shall be 
_ eligible for re-appointment, and shall not be 


removed during the said period except by the 
Governor-General on an address from both 
Houses of the Parliament in the same session, 
praying for such removal on the ground of 
proved misconduct or incapacity. 


Mr. RILEY (South Sydney) [9.7].— 
I desire to amend section 11 of the prin- 


cipal Act by providing for the appoint- 
ment of two laymen, whose duty it will 


be to assist the Judge of the Arbitration’ 


Court. The President of that Tribunal 
has experienced a very trying time for a 
number.of years, and, during that period, 
has received no assistance whatever from 
experts. The Act would be considerably 
Improved if the industrial class. were 
permitted to elect one representative, and 
the employing class another representa- 


tive, to assist him in the determination 


of cases. 
Mr. Brunpett.—The honorable mem- 
ber suggests the appointment of assessors? 


Mr, RILEY.—Yes. We have already 
recognised this principle in the Indus- 
trial Peace Bill, in which provision is 


made that both sides to any industrial 


yan. 


dispute shall have a representative on the 
Boards which are to be constituted under 
that measure, with an independent chair- 
Why should not that system be 
applied to the Arbitration Court? If the 
Act be amended in the direction I have 
suggested, both the employees and the 
employers will have more confidence in 
that Tribunal than they have at present. 


By adopting the plan which I have out- 


lined, great good may be accomplished. 
The 


Wales was constituted of a Judge and a 
representative from both the employers 
and the employees. I have no desire to 
occupy time unduly, but.I ask the Com- 
mittee to give my suggestion favorable 
consideration. 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Minister 


' for Works and Railways) [9.9].—The new 


clause which the honorable member has 


suggested is quite irrelevant at this stago. 


Its adoption would involve a complete 


; Tevision of the Act. 


4 





Mr. 
worth al] that. . 4 . 

Mr. GROOM.—At this ae ihe 
sire of the Government is to amend th 
Act in certain particulars. But the Prime 
Minister (Mr. Hughes) has” already in- 
dicated that it may be necessary, — la 
on, to revise it completely. — 


Mr. Ryan.—What are the present | 
visions of the Act in respect to assesso! 


Mr. GROOM.—The Judge of the . 
tration Court is empowered to call 3 
sessors, and it is compulsor De 
should avail himself of their aie ce 
upon the application of either } party. 

Mr. Ricuarp Fostrer.—But ie 15 
bound to be guided by them. fhe 

Mr, GROOM.—Section 35 of the 
clearly sets out that the Court shall, 
the application of any party to an ine 
trial dispute, appoint two assessors for the 
purpose of advising it in relation to uch | 
dispute. 

Mr. Grecory.—Then the Act pro’ ( 
that the J ete shall call im ass sese0 



































ey 
My po 


party ? 

Mr. GROOM.—The nonerenien m™ 
ber for South Sydney (Mr. Ri 
desires to make the appoatinge 
assessors part of the Pon itself. 


ment which I intend moving in respe 
clause 5 of the Bill. Under the prine 
Act, the Governor-General in Couneil 

power to appoint only one Deputy, an 
this Deputy may be appointed ont 
the unexpired period of the term of 
of the President for the time being. — 
object of the. clause in the Bill is to ena ) 
as many Deputies as may be necessary 
be appointed. It was pointed out 

the clause in regard to the 1 
of the Deputies is somewhat ambig 
Tf the Judge were to resign, would ° 
unexpired term of office of the Preside 
mean the balance of the period for ° 
he was appointed? . We want to 
this matter beyond doubt. I the: ‘efor 
desire to insert at the end of the claus 
the following paragraph :: —_— 


words ‘of office of ‘the Presidenth for | 
being’ and inserting in their stead th 
‘for which the President holding offic 
date of his apport ee was bia Bh e 


> 





Conciliation and 





Repose. that a vacancy in the Preincney 
the Court arose at the present moment, 
d that we desired to appoint a Deputy 
thile there was no President in being, 
» Deputy would hold office for a period 
‘of seven years from the time of the ap- 
pointment. 

Mr. RIcHaARpD Foster. + Sirppose that 
in the meantime the Act is repealed? 


‘Mr. GROOM. —Then, of course, the 
ifice goes. | 
Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—And you will 
axe to find something for the Judge to 
‘do. 


i 2 Mr. GROOM No; the only person 

‘who can be appointed as Deputy is a 
' Judge of the High Court or a Judge of 
‘the Supreme Court of a State, and when 
ie eeases to act he will resume his 


is Cae, GROOM.—That is so, just as 
‘State Judges are, as it were, borrowed 
' for Federal work and the State Courts in- 
vested with Belgeltdeh Nae nes 


\ one to define the tenure. There is a 
if - small drafting amendment, and then I 
propose to insert the words, a copy of 
which has been circulated. 

' Mr. Hector Lamonp.—Is the appoint- 
a ent of a Deputy for a-fixed time? 


_ Mr. GROOM.—The Deputy will be ‘ap- 
He feoited. for a definite time. 

- Sir Rosert Besr.—Why associate his 
‘ term with that of the President ? 


- Mr. GROOM.—On the ground of his 
% being a Deputy; the original suggestion 
was accepted to make the term co- 
terminous with that of the President. 


_ Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [9.19].—I 
have a prior amendment to that of the 
Minister. I move— 


That the following Headache ty be inserted be- 
fore eae eph (a): 

(aa) by munretaae the words ‘ Governor- 
. General’ in line 1 of sub-section 
(1.) and inserting the word 
‘President’ in place thereof, 
and by inserting the words ‘ per- 
son or persons ‘holding the office 
of’ after the word ‘any’ in line 
2 of sub-section (1.).” 
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The amendment means that the President 
will appoint the Deputies, and will prae-. 
tically bring us back to where we were 
before the Conciliation and Arbitration 


Act was amended in 1918, prior to which. 


the President had the power. Since that 
amendment of the original Act it has 
been proved that this section has not 
given satisfaction*to industrial unionists. 
The Court is congested chiefly because 
the man who presides over it,. and who — 
knows most about the business, has nob 


the power to appoint any one to assist — 


him. The appointment at present is left 
to Executive authority, and the clause im 
the Bill, as it stands, so leaves the law, 
Unless the Government feel inclined to 
appoint Deputies to meet the congestion, — 
the Court will still be ‘‘‘ham strung,’’ 
and, therefore, I wish the President to 
have the power. 
there may be no necessity for Deputies at 
all, for, with the machinery being 
brought into existence, it is possible that 
the Court may not have one-third of the — 
work it has now to meet. Until such 
time however,.as the accumulated work 
is reduced, it ought to be left with the 
President to appoint Deputies. We may 
rely on it that the Court will not appoint 
any Deputies unless there is‘an absolute 
necessity; and I think my amendment 
will prove satisfactory to all concerned. 
All the congestion has occurred since we 
last amended the Act, and we are respon- 
sible, because we have not made appoint- 
ments to meet the business. Under the 
circumstances, there should be no objec- 
tion to reverting to the old system. Only 
at times will it be necessary to appoint a 
Deputy, and we ought to take great cara 
that claims have not to wait six or twelve if 
months for settlement, ne 

Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Minister 
for Works and Railways) [9.26].—I can- © 
not accept the amendment, and I ask the — 
Committee to review the position and see 
where we stand. In 1918, on suggestions 
which originated from a Justice of the 
Court, as announced at the time, the law 
was expressly altered so as to allow the 
appointment of Deputies to be made by 
the Governor-General, instead of, as pre- 
viously, by the President. 

Mr. Ryan.—Did the President sug> 
gest the alteration? 

Mr. GROOM.—At the time one of the 
Judges was acting as Deputy, and, after 
consultation with him, the alteration was 
made. | 


In the near future’ 


Stk AusTIN Cane un: Bee J, the ain: 


i “ment now suggested had been the present. 


is law, would the congestion not hee been 
prevented ? | 


~ Mr. GROOM.—It would not. 


Mr. Cuartron.—Could the President 
not have appointed other Judges? 

Mr. GROOM.—No; ‘there is a diffi- 

eulty in arranging the work. Mr. 
Justice Powers resigned, and the Govern- 
ment made every effort ‘when Mr. Justice 
Starke was appointed to his place as 
Deputy. 
+ Ma. Cuartron.—Even' with Mr. 
Justice Starke it is evident that there 
are not sufficient Judges. Why should 
not the President appoint others? 

Mr. GROOM.—We are taking power 
expressly to meet that position. — 

Mr. Cuariron.—I wish to leave the 
’ appointments to the President. | 

Mr. GROOM.—I think that, on the 
whole, the appointment of Deputies for a 
definite term should rest with the Execu- 
tive. As to the congestion, I remind hon- 
erable members of another Bill that has 
to come before us to provide for the 
ereation of ‘an Arbitration Tribunal for 
Public Service cases. I think there are 
fifty-one cases, thirty-three of which are 
eonnected with the Public Service alone. 

Mr. Frnron.—Is there to be a separate 
Court? 

Mr. GROOM.—-At the present time 
the Public Service is under a separate 
Act, but one of the arbitration Judges 


does the wotk. We are keeping prac- 


tically the same law, but appointing a 
special arbitrator to take that kind of 
work only; and this, I think, will relieve 
the congestion. 


“Question—That the amendment be 
agreed to—put. ‘The Committee divided. 


gs ae ye siren E 
INOS 532% re Leo 0 
Majority ..° balan 
AYES, 
Brennan, F. Maloney, Dr. 
Charlton, M. Ryan, T. J. 
Considine, M. P. Watkins, D. 
Cunningham, L. L, West, J. E, 
‘“Gabb, J. M. . 
Lavelle, T. J. Tellers: 
-Lazzarini, H. P. Fenton, J. E. 
Riley, E. 


is sed Ww. G. 


~ 


Conciliation and (REPRESENTATIVES. | 
































NOEs. 
Bayley, J. G. Hill, Ww. o. 
Bell, G. J. Hughes, W. M. 
Best, Sir Pavark: Jowett, E. 


Blundell, Roe. Lamond, cots 


Bruce, Ss. M Mackay, G. HH. " 
Cameron, D. C, Marks, W. M. Fa; 
Cook, Sir Joseph Poynton, A. 2 hme 
Cook, Robert Prowse,. aigeel., sean ge 
Corser, E. B. C. Rodgera; aaa. ©. eee ay 
Fleming, W. M. Ryrie, Sir Granville ay 
Foster, Richard Smith, Laird yee 
Fowler, J: M. Wise, 'G. H 
Francis, F. H. 
Greene, W. M ‘Tellers : f 
Gregory, H. Burchell; His.J. °° ae 
Groom, L, E. Lister, J.xH. me 
PArRs. ae tra 
Anstey, F. Watt, W. A. 
Blakeley, A. Bowden, E, K. 
Catis, J. H. Story, W. A. 
Mahon, H. | Gibson, .WiG... 4! 
Mathews, J. Chapman, arias, we 
McDonald, C. (| Maxwell, G. A. on 
Nicholls, 8S. R. )| Jackson, De 8.0 > 9 ae 
Page, James | Wienholt, BE og) ae 
Tudor, F. G. Bamford, F. W. 
Makin, N. J. O. Livingston, J. 7. 
marc Parker i Cc. W. oa Ori. 4 


Aah aiient HOEDel 
Amendment (by Mr. Gnoo) 
posed— 4 


and that the following ‘words: be ‘added. to 

clause— ‘ 

(d) by omitting from sub-section (2) tk 

words “of office of the President 

for the time being,’ and insertin 

their stead the words “for wh 

the President holding office at 

date of his appointment was 

pointed”; and ir as) 

(e) by. inserting after sub-section (2) the 

following sub-section:— ie 

(2a) A Deputy may be appointed, notwi 7 

standing that a vacancy exists in the offices 

President at the time of appointment o 

Deputy, and any Deputy appointed while an 

such vacancy exists shall be entitled to hy 

office during good behaviour for seven 

and shall be eligible for re-appointment, 

shall not be removed except by the Gove 

General on an address from both Houses of 

Parliament in the same session, praying 

such removal on the ground of pice 
behaviour or incapacity. | 


Mr. CHARLTON ‘(Hunter) [9. 36 TRL 4 
IT am not quite clear as to why thi 
amendment is being proposed. When th 
Bill was drafted there was no, such 
amendment thought of, and it is now suk 
mitted to the Committee for some reé 
sons which are not apparent. The amend 
ment provides for’a Deputy to -be a 
pointed, an taccnue a a hing 




























































sts in the ofiies of aa al 

10w whether the Government anticipate 
e position of President of the Arbitra- 
| fourt Pee vacant, gad have 


ex , lain the position to enable the mem- 
S of the Committee to ascertain 


: ct as ei stands at SD raeene fete is a 
en providing for the appointment by 
xovernor-General of one Deputy Pre- 
, and the first amendment is to give 


a. on 3 with the tenure i ‘office a the Pre- 
: _ Under section 14 of the original 
the Deputy is appointed for the un- 
red term of office of the President 
the time being, which implies that 
he President resigned, died, 


e of Deputy would cease to exist. The 
ernment desire the office of Deputy 
ident to continue, so that he will 
office during the unexpired period 
ich the President was originally 
appointed. If the President was ap- 
peo ni ed for seven years, and only two 
am Gdinottt one enable fe Debirty to 


ee dment is to prevent a vacancy hap- 
ning in the office of Deputy President 
puty 


event of the President resigning 


: ver. The Deputy is to continue to 
: fice for the remainder of the 
period for which the President was ap- 


cr. GROOM. —Not at all. tt ee 
ables the Deputy President to hold 
for the remainder of the President’s 
: if we desired to appoint another 
ty, and the office of the President was 
illed, we could do so. (Supposing 
hing happened to the President, 








a cay ae hs 
Ba not 


ments? ee 


facet, the contingency was discussed some 


‘no other reasons apart from those I have 7 


or 
the same time. 


within a year of the expiration of the 


ol office for the remaining period. The 





we : ae wth Ri DouNes instead 
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of having to ‘wait, we ¢ could appoint Dee | 


puties until another President was_ 
selected. Obviously a President must be 
appointed at the earliest possible moment 
in the event of the office being vacated i 
by resignation, death, or other cause. pane 


Mr. .Ryranw.— Has _ this amendment. Ay 
arisen in consequence of recent develop- He 















Mr. GROOM.—No. As’ a matter of 


time ago by the Crown, Law officers. 


Mr. Ryan.—Then hia has it not ‘been 
included in the memorandum circulated 
to honorable members? 


Mr. GROOM.—Because the lee 
had not been drafted, and-was not in 
eluded in the original Act. There are 


given. 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND (Illawarra) i 
[9.40].—I am not satisfied with the ex- 
planation given by the Minister for 
Works and Railways. : As I understand 
it, the term of office of the President - 
are Deputy Presidents must expire at 
This will hamper the 
Government in dealing with the a ee 
tions as they exist in the Arbitration 
Court. If at the commencement of the 
President’s term of office there is a period — 
of congestion, the Government can only 
appoint an additional Judge for seven 
years. On the other hand, if we are 




























President’s term of office, we can onl 
appoint Deputies for one year. The - 
work of the Arbitration Court cannot be 
foreshadowed for five, six, or seven years, 
and the result of making this long. term ae 
of! office compulsoty eat be that th 
Governncnt will defer the appointmen 
of a Deputy as long as possible, in the 
hope that the congestion will disappea: re 
and an additional Judge will not. be 





a 


necessary. . 
Mr. Ryan.—Is the honorable member i 
opposing the amendment? ie 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—I am ‘not 
very clear as to what the amendment 
means. J am in favour of power being 
given to appoint more Deputies, and e 
am in favour of the cs eae a 
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--vocate the 


ment or favour. . 
appointment for a lesser term than the - 
Bill seems to suggest should be possible. 


~ why the Government deny themselves 
the right to appoint a Deputy for a year 
when that period of service may be sufii- 
- elent to relieve the congestion of, the 


Court. I think the Government would 
be in a better position to deal with the 
congestion if they were able to appoint 
a Deputy for one, two, or three years, as 
the circumstances warranted. ‘The rela- 
tion between the terms of office of the 


Deputy and the President is purely 
fictitious, and of no practical use 
at all. I would™ike the Government 


to have power to appoint a Deputy 
for such term as may be necessary, 
without regard to the term of the office 
of President, but for a period’ not ex- 
ceeding seven years. I think there should 
be power at present, considering the 
state of the Arbitration Court work, to 
appoint several Deputies. Yet if they 
were appointed they would have to hold 
office till the President’s term expired. If 
temporary Deputies could be appointed, 
that would be the proper course to fol- 
low. 

Mr. Ryan.—Does the honorable mem- 
ber suggest that if the Deputy did not 
prove suitable the Government could re- 
move him from office? | 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND. The less 
the Government have to do with a Judge 
after he is appointed the better. I ad- 
complete independence of 
Judges ‘after they have been appointed 


to the Bench; a Judge should not be able 


to look to the Executive for any prefer- 
In this case, however, 


‘Mr. CUNNINGHAM (Gwydir). [9.45]. 
—In view of the lack,of explanation from 
the Minister (Mr..Groom) and the very 
unsatisfactory way in which the informa- 
tion asked for by honorablé members on 
this side has been denied, and in view 
also of the reticence of the Minister in re- 
gard to the suggestions which he says 
have been made by the President of the 
Arbitration Court, I move 

That further consideration of the clause be 
postponed for the purpose of obtaining a re- 
port from the President of the Arbitration 


Court suggesting desirable amendments, with 
a view to Parliament considering the same, and, 


‘if necessary, inserting them in the Bill. 


‘The amendments prepared by the Go- 
vernment 


have been presented to 


, reason ig that the Judge is TSA 


dustrial ilecislenee eye: for 





gest a Chinese puzzle. 
cently made by the Minister is not in con- 
formity with the statement made by the — say 
President of the Court tonight, It 
would be well if we could avail ea ia 
of the wide experience of the President — 
of the Court. A statement made by eae 





was published in the Lvening News tof: 


it a 


6th August, and, as it has not 
altered in any way since, I can on an 
sume that Hie fonone has beet mney 
reported. Mr. Justice Higgins sald. 

Neither my late colleague, Mr. Jus 
Powers, nor myself, has been shown the 
on this and cognate subjects, or asked 
suggestions or comments ; although an ex] 
ence of seven: years in the one case, a 
thirteen years in the other, might have 
made fruitful of advantage to the. public. Bh 
That is a very definite statement. In 
His Honour’s opinion, it should not be ~ 
left to the Government ta decide hor 
us sere be ate i and the 



































ling of such a shcaihonr. 
Mr. ane LAMOND. That 3 is. a 


Mr. CUNNINGHAM.—I have 
doubt that the Judge made it with 
knowledge of the facts. The presen 

vernment endeavoured to appoint a 
tain Judge to a tribunal, and firs 
structed him what to do. | 


Mr. Justice Higgins continued— } 


The Prime Minister says “The hear 
cases is often very protracted. 


familiar with the trade or industry who 
ditions he is called on to settle.” . . 
challenge the Prime Minister to show th 
any case has been protracted for that rea 

Contrary to my own expectations cases har 
ever turn on expert knowledge of this 801 
but if, and as far as they do, the outside 
eenerally more likely to be impartial. 


The statement that the hearing of cases 
had often been protracted was the Prime 
Minister’s excuse for introducing Nee is 


dustrial Peace Bill, which Bill, i 
my opinion, will tend to create 
dustrial strife in this aa 
only for the reason that 


to deal with the main cause oe é 
dustrial unrest, namely, the profiteeri 
which has been unchecked by the Gove 
ment, who are in power through | the 
strumentality of the profiteers. The 






































Government has been introduced for 
purpose of bringing about a crisis in 
Arbitration Court, thus verifying the 
iction made some months ago by the 


akeley) , and other honorable mem- 


s of this. party, that before 
@ the President of the Court 
uld be unable, on account of 


y action of the Government, to hon- 
bly continue to hold his position. His 
mour pointed out that the delays of 
‘the Court were not due to any fault of 
the Court itself, but to Parliament itself, 
he went on to illustrate how the Court 
been beneficial in preventing indus- 
disputes. That statement shows 
it his opinion differs from that of the 
vernment, and that the amendments 
which have been submitted to Parliament 
ere not suggested by him, but, in all 
bability, are in direct opposition to 
considered views. The discussion this 
ing has proved that the amendments 
“not designed for the preservation of 
ustrial peace, but rather for the pur- 
r of giving unscrupulous employers 
the weapon with which to cow their 
employees who endeavour to improve the 
conditions of their fellow workers and 
mselves, These are pernicious amend- 
ents which are designed to foment 
industrial trouble through the victimi- 
on of men who are termed agitators. 
Justice Higgins continued— 


art from these particular strikes the fact 
ignored that the Court has preserved the 
try from many strikes which would have 
eeurred but for the Comurt’s influence. The 
lic know only what they have suffered; 
do not know what suffering they have 
been saved. There are no statistics as to the 
number of strikes averted by the knowledge 
at the Court gives fair play; but the num- 
is great. Perhaps we can get some idea 
m certain statisticians’ figures quoted by 
Watt last year.. \(I think that the Prime 
inister was away from Australia at the 
ime. 

It appeared that, in the years 1914-15-16-17, 
here were in. all 1,647. strikes in Australia; 
br the war created much industrial unrest. 





wm 
Mf 


ee 


urt. ' The Court could not touch the dis- 
pute in the great strike of 1917, because it 
was a dispute between State. Railway em- 
- ployees and the State Government. 
I say nothing as to the propriety of the mea- 
93 proposed, for that is a matter for Par- 
at, and I am not asked for my opinion. 
'y nothing as to the constitutionality of 
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lonorable member for Darling (Mr. 


with arbitration in Australia. 





ie. 


the measures, for that is a matter for the High . 
Court ; and I want to leave my mind open for — 
any discussion. In this statement I confine my 
self to a few of the misunderstandings as to 
the Court, expressed by the Prime Minister; 
and I should keep silent, even as to these if 
the Court had the benefit of a constitutional | 
protector. igae ah 


And in the Evening News of the 94th us 
August, this statement appeared— 


i ggins appears to take the same 
view as some oi the members of Parliament. 
on the Industrial Peace Bill, and, to-day, im 
the Arbitration Court, he gave some hint of © 
retiring from the position of President. After — 
the luncheon adjournment Mr. Barker, on be-) | 
half of the Amalgamated Society of Engineers, 
asked His Honour if he.could give an indi: — 
cation as to when the case might come on.) 

Mr. Justice Higgins replied that he could 
not. It was possible that he might *be com- | 
pelled to resign from. his office as President. 
It was better, he said, to let his successor ~ 
make his own arrangements, As the Bill was ~ 
only now before Parliament, it was not seemly 
for him to make any further statouane: 
He could not make any arrangement as to new, 
cases, and would not give any undertaking as 
regards ‘the order of business. Gat 


Mr. Justice Higgins 






That clearly indicates that the President 
of the Court fas not been asked to sug- . 
gest amendments to existing legislation 
with a: view to making the Act more bene- © 
ficial to the people of Australia as a whole. 
We, on this side of the House, can fairly 
claim to be representative of the great 
body of workers, and I submit that the — 
President should have been asked for a. 
report for consideration, not only by the ~ 
Governmént, but by the people and their ~ 
representatives. in Parliament. Unless — 
we secure the good will and confiderfce of 
the great body of industrialists, we can- 
not have industrial peace, or that atmo- ~ 
sphere which is necessary before there | . 
can be immunity from strikes. There is. 
every need for a comprehensive report * 
by the President of the Court to be sub- . — 
mitted to Parliament. Nobody is better 
able to give an opinion upon arbitration 
questions. No;man has had more to do) 
Mr. Jus- 
tice Higgins has dealt with cases of — 
widely "divergent. character. I do not ~ 
think that there is any man in Australia © 
whom the workers would more confidently _ 
trust to furnish an impartial report. — 
They have to rely on the Judge presid- — 
ing over the Arbitration Court for de — 
cisions that vitally affect their means'of — 












Ayr, 


pent to wave 
. De thoy are not giving the workers a square 
deal, but we know the history of their 


- are characteristic. 


vernment. 





aside the criticism that 


administration, and an'impartial person 


i gan come to no other conclusion than that 
- they are not here in the interests of the 


workers. The funds which’ financed their 
election, campaign were not supplied by 
the workers, but by the profiteers, whose ~ 
interests lie in the bleeding of the workers 
and in making it harder for them to 
strike for better industrial conditions. 
There is not.an honorable member on 
this side who has not been penalized be- 
cause he has agitated for better condi- 
tions. ‘We all chow what it is to be 
black-balled and branded as pariahs be- 
cause we have fought for those who have 


been working in bad circumstances lke 


ourselves. We know’ that there are un- 
scrupulous employers who, through repre- 


sentatives in this Parliament, are ready to 


stoop to anything in order to prevent the 
representatives of the workers from lift- 
ing their voices in the cause of better 1n- 
dustrial conditions. © Every honorable 
member should be able tos go back and 
tell his constituents that he asked the 


Government for a report from the Presi- 


dent of the Ax bitration Court. I want 


: to be able to inform my electors that in 


voting for this measure I had before me 


~ the suggestions of the President of the 


Court, in order that I might be able to 
assist in bringing about the better work- 
ing of the Court, and so prevent in- 
dustrial trouble. But, so long as we have 


28 Government representative of the pro- 
-fiteers there will continue to be industrial 
“unrest, because they will not deal with 


fundamental causes but will only tinker . 
with industrial legislation, and thus 
aggravate the whole position. They can 
hope to achieve nothing, because they 
will not deal with principles. 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Mainister 
for Works and Railways) [10.3].—The 
speech and methods of the honorable 
member for Gwydir (Mr. Cunningham) 
He ‘throws out. the 
suggestion that this is a profiteering Go- 
He knows that that state- 
ment is not correct, but that this Govern- 


ment is representative of the whole of 
the people of Australia. 
attempt to array in their order and 


If I were to 


.its good works, stands higher 









































proceed to impute i tts” 
they represented the views ¢ 
of those’ sections, there would: 
of indignation. ‘We do not - 
ample, that because there 1 is. Be 
section of the community honorabl 
bers opposite are Bolsheviks. 
all right for the Opposition to 8: 
thing they ean lay therr tongnes t 
cerning the Government. Anyth 
cood enough. That is the method - 


ployed for endeavouring to lower I 


¥ 


gard of the community ‘tor @ : 
The honorable member for { WY 


not agree to it until honosahi 
have been furnished with a re 
the Judge of the Arbitration ’ 
garding what he considers should be: ¢ 
Surely this Parliament is the 1 | 
bedy for the interests of Austra 
repeat, deliberately, that the majori 
the clauses in this Bill are based on 
gestions which have been made by 
‘President of the Court. His y | 


contains one of ina piteens 
Mr.. Ryan ele not read: the 


have eiven my reasons. First, hon 
members opposite say that we ha 
‘received ave siggea Or and 


so, they can bily ery; “as Read. the 
However, anything goes so long as 
“mud can be thrown. 4) 


Mr. Manony.—We dinky ‘ahd 
letter, that it may be like 80 
te Billy ”” Hughes’ cables. 


Mr, GROOM.—I hold the Bice 


spect, as T do the Prime Minister ( | 

Hughes). I urge the Committee not t 
delay this measure for any such 
as has been advanced. ‘ae a 


Mr, RYAN ‘(West Sydney) _ 
I support the request of the hon 
member for Gwydir (Mr. Cunning! 
The Minister (Mr. Groom) has 
sented both the honorable 
pees and his be Ss | c 
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‘member, in common with other honorable 
Members—not all of them on this side of 
ne chamber—desires to have all the in- 
wmation available in order that honor- 
le members may arrive at a proper con- 
lusion concerning what should be in- 
luded in the Bill. No one is more com- 
7 than the President of the Arbitra- 
ion Court to report upon the matter. 
We have not got that report. We know 
that this Bill was not submitted to the 
resident, for report. It has been sug- 
gested,-in a fragmentary way, that some 
ft the amendnfents incorporated in the 
Bill were based upon. suggestions made by 
Bi. the President from time to time. That 
_ may be so, but we have not before us the 
suggestions which he is stated to have 
ude, and we are unable, therefore, to 
y how far those suggestions have been 
riled of, or modified, or turned down. 
arely honorable members are entitled to 
ve the best information available in 
ler that they may arrive at the most 
Juable conclusions. The President of 
; e Court has seen fit, in view of the cir- 
cumstances surrounding the manner in 
» which this Bill, and the Industrial Peace 
il, were placed before Parliament, to 
ake comments, both pointed and direct, 
neerning the Government in not sub- 
itting to him those measures for any 
ch expressions of opinion as he might 
we been inclined -to make. _ 
» honorable members on both sides of the 
-. Chamber to say whether they concur in 
E e Government’s attitude. Does the 
- honorable member for Grampians (Mr. 
~ Jowett) think it right that we should be 
compelled to consider an amendment of 
the Conciliation and Arbitration Act 
" without being provided with a report such 
as the President of that Court ‘has inti- 
ated that he is willing to give? 
Mr. Jowerr.—After all, the members 
f this Parliament are the law-givers. 
Mr. RYAN.—They are; but they 
ought to be ready and willing to refer 
to those sources that are best informed 
‘upon the matters concerning which they 
are making laws. 
“Mr. Jowrertr.—That is why the Com- 
mittee is listening with such attention to 
_ the remarks of the honorable member, , 
Mr. RYAN.—I thank the honorable 
“member, and appreciate the compliment, 
1d I trust that he and the honorable 
nbers associated with him will support 
s request: of the honorable member for 





It-1s “for, 


Gwydir. No one can suggest that 


a report from the President of the’ 


Arbitration Court would do any 
harm, or, indeed, that it would not be 
helpful. Honorable members are %ton- 
sidering a measure which is intended to 
prevent industrial unrest, and to prevent 
industrial disputes. We bre dealing with . 
two parties, namely, the employers and 
the employees, and we should certainly 
be provided with all information avail- 
able from the best informed sources. _ 

Mr. Jowerr.—Does the honorable 
member suggest that any one i8 sup- 
pressing any information ? 

Mr. RYAN.—1I suggest that the Min- 
ister has had suggestions from the — 
President of the Court with 
gard to amendments which he considers 
it, desirable to incorporate in the Pill. I 
further suggest that the Minister has not 
incorporated all those suggestions, and I 
still further suggest that the Minister is — 
“keeping back from honorable members 
what those suggestions are. | 

Mr. JowreTrt.—That is a very serious 
charge. 

Mr. RYAN.—Does the Minister deny © 
what I suggest? | i 

Mr. Groom.—The honorable member 
can finish his speech. ~ 

Mr. -RYAN.—Surely the information 
should be supplied. | 

Mr. Groom.—I will decide whether to 
do so wnen I speak. 


Mr. Rosert Coox.—Has the honorable ~ 


member for West Sydney (Mr. Ryan) 
any information to back up his sugges- — 
tion 4 ; a 
Mr. RYAN.—I have the statement of | 
the Minister himself. He has submitted 
this evening that the President of the — 
Court did make suggestions for the 


amendment of the Bill, and some of those 
suggestibns are not incorporated in this © 
measure. Further, the Minister declines to — 


make those suggestions available to hon- 
orable members, because, forsooth, he 
says that they are for the Government to — 
consider. | 
ture, I desire an opportunity to apply my — 
own judgment to those suggestions, 11 
‘order that I may be able either to sup- 
port or to express disagreement with — 
them. Honorable members are entitled — 
to be made acquainted with 
suggestions, and to insist upon hav- - 
ing them. The desire of ‘the honor- 
able member for Gwydir is laudable. — 
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As a member of this Legisla- . 3 


the 2" 


4 I should like to know what is to be the 
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attitude of the honorable member for 
- Franklin (Mr. McWilliams) on this 

- matter. I am sure that he will not be 
' a party to having the suggestions of the 
President of the Arbitration Court set 
aside. If I have formed a correct opinion 
of him, he will require that as much. in- 
formation as it is possible to obtain shall 
be-laid before the members of this Com- 
mittee. Then, if I gathered correctly, 
from an interjection made when I was 
speaking the other night, the view of 
the lonorable member for Perth (Mr. 
Fowler), he thinks it strange that this 
Bill was not submitted to the President 
of the Arbitration Court for his sugges- 
tions regarding it. I hope that, for the 
reasons I have given, the Committee will 
carry the motion of the honorable mem- 
ber for Gwydir, which he so ably sup- 
ported, 

Mr. FOWLER (Perth), [10.15|—The 
honorable member for Gwydir (Mr. Cun® 
ningham) would have had more per- 
suasiveness if, when addressing himself 
to his motion, he had not made wild and 
whirling charges against those who sit on 
this side of. the chamber. To tell 
members that they are the tools of the 


profiteers, and are associated with deeds | 


that would hardly bear the light, is not 
the best way to commend a proposal to 
them. Talk such as his may sound 
pleasantly in the ears of those who re- 
turned him to Parliament, but it is play- 


ing the game rather low down to make. 


such speeches here. This is a Chamber 
where honorable members are supposed to 


deliberate on measures of importance to | 


the country; and the less frequently dis- 
graceful. charges are brought by one 
member against another, the ‘better it 
must be for our proceedings, and for the 
dignity of Parliament in the eyés of the 
country. 

Mr. Manony.—Would the honorable 
member mind saying that to the Prime 
Minister (Mr. Hughes) ? 

Mr. FOWLER.—Should. it give any 
‘satisfaction to the honorable member ‘to 
know it, I tell him that I have said some- 
thing of the kind to the Prime Minister 
on» other occasions. I come now to the 

- motion itself. No doubt, the opinions of 
the President of the Arbitration Court in 
_ regard to proposals such as those now be- 
_ fore the Committee are of some import- 


hin aan and as the honorable member for 





uibility, for the measures which it pu 3b 
fore Parliament; and for the Commi 


views. If this is a measure | entirel: 4 





West Sydney (Mr. Ryan) aed d, 
dicated, when he was speaking the of 
night, that it would be strange if th: % 
Government had not consulted Mr. 
Justice Higgins. But we have had the ~ 
assurance of the Minister (Mr. Groom) 
that the President of the Arbitration 
Court has been in communication — with “ 
the Government in regard to this and i 
another measure recently before the — 
House, and that, so far as they are 
justified, m doing SO, Ministers have a | 
cepted his suggestions. ; 
Mr. Groom.—A copy df the. Bill 
not sent to Mr. Justice Higgins for 
views upon it, but the suggestions that 
has made from time to time have all 
considered, 
Mr. FOWLER, —t understand 






























ben submitted to the Prosilahe ( 
Arbitration Court for his approval. 
not aia it areuid be oa and — | 


peo abetatcos at vac times. 
Mr. Ryan.—A man who does not 
mistakes never does anything, = 
Mr, ON ee SO. eae Gt 


to take upon itsdlf to act on the ad 
of the. President of the Court of Arb: 
tion against the Government is to 
the Government in an i, 
tion. Di Ath 


a a and capitalists, I pet 
ing this evening a telegram from a 
sentative of the employers of W 
Anstey hiaibbiiias me that the: 


my the othar represent te of that Ss 
to do what we can to have this legisla 
improved in the direction of meeting t 


the benefit of the employers, it is” 
that I should’ receive a telegram 
nature. The fact that the telegr 
been sent to me proves the Mf the 7 ; 
charges made by members of the 
party. In this instance, I shall, Ww 
hesitation, ei the > Covering 


chin ae 





| Maloney, Dr. 
McGrath, D. C. 
Riley, EB. y 
Ryan, T. J. 
West, J. zB 
Tellers; 
Fenton, J. teh 
Nh alates D.- 


N OES, 


; Hill, W. C. 

Hughes. W. M. 
Towett, R. 

Mackay, G. H. 
Marks, W. M. 
Poynton, A. . 
‘Prowse; J. H. 
Rodgers, AS. , 


Ryrie, Sir Granville 


Smith, Laird 
| Wise, G. Ho © 


| Tellers ; 
| Burchell, R. 
Lister, J. H. 


Pams. 


Watt, Ww. A, 
Bowden, E. K. 
Story, W. H. 
Gibson, W. G. 
Chapman, Austin 
‘|Maxwell, G. A. 
Jackson, D, S, 
| Weinholt, A. 
Bamford, F. W. 
Best, Sir Robert 
es a J. 


“aps JOURNMENT. 
Mr. A. Ce Morny. 


| snore earetusinne) (10.99). 
om Liter which I wish fp pene under 


As the apie. representing | 
ue Bees a ques-~ 


ni heen carried at several meetings. | It speaks for 


pemiende, “: 


Mei: ‘letter — 


set horid, Ghasneet o j 
Melbourne, 6th ‘August, 1920 


Dr. Maloney, 
House of Representatives. 
Dear Dr. Maloney, 


Will you please accept my pees thats: for 
your efforts to keep me before the public at a 
time when, by accepting a position upon the 
Royal Commission upon the Basic Wage, 
have not only sacrificed my income for th 
time being, but deprived myself of that pub- 
licity which attends the exertions of couns 
thus contrasting, perhaps foolishly, with ce 
tain members of ‘Parliament who have recent 
‘grabbed an unearned increment, 


It is extremely kind of you to be so: intereste 
in my humble self, and in appreciation of you 
action I enclose herein a contribution which, I ‘ 
regret, owing to the limitation of the beta 

it 18 impossible to decrease. 

Yours truly, 3 
ALLAN C, Mortey 

The enclosure was a half penny stam 
/This communication, honorable members 
may like to know, was sent because | 
directed attention to the fact that. “Mr. 
Morley broke the secrecy of the ballot at 
the last election, although a protest was 
nade by the poll elerk, the officer in 
charge of the table at which he received 
his ballot-paper, and by the scrutineer, 
and he used words to this effect at ‘the 
time— CN 

I do not care a damn who sees how i vote! ae 
You can see it, if you like. bee nD 
This was entered in the memeeaveernl ‘of. a 
the presiding officer, and the poll clerk ‘ 
and the scrutineer signed the statement. 
I took no action in the matter until my 
party asked me why a trained man and 
barrister should be allowed to escape for 


a mother has been punished for asking 


Nei pee to sign a card applying i a 


prosecuted ¢ 
Dr. ON eS = No: 


: he was. 


Dr. MALONEY.—I sent the tallow : 
reply to. ay note I received Ha 


| eee ks 3 


fLouse of Raprededbanereee’ 
10th ainsi ‘1920. 
A. C. one Esq., 


Barrister and Solicitor, - ; a as 
Selborne Chambers, Melbourne, : 
Dear’ Sin. ou i a eae 
Yours 6th received. Enclosed. resolution has 


Ryko 





si Ping ive ‘ van e “ae 
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dtself. If the halfpenny is sent as acknow- 
_ Jedgement of your wrong act, ‘and as damages, 
what about costs? But, as I consider it is sent 
- in contempt, and in case it comes from tainted 
money, earned by trying to get guilty criminals 
ef, and thus loosing them on the community 
to commit further crimes, for, I understand, 
you never ask where the money for such cases 
comes from that you receive as fees, nor have 
I learnt of your helping them to live better 
lives, I have therefore decided to try and 
purify it by adding £1 and sending it as a con- 
tribution in our joint names to a hospital, re- 
ceipt for which I enclose. If you still think 
you are right in your action, and you want 
satisfaction from me, you have only to ask, 


Yours faithfully, 
W. MALONEY. ~ 


I enclosed my receipt from the hospital; 
but a difficulty arose in connexion with the 
contribution. The secretary of the hos- 
pital peinted out to me that the odd half- 
penny would make it awkward to balance 
the hospital books, and so I was compelled, 
in addition to the £1, to add another half- 
penny to my share of the contribution. 
I gave-Mr. Morley a chance to reply to 
my communication, but he has not done 
sO. 

£ wish honorable members to recollect 
that J did not move in this matter until 
asked to do so by my party. I was dis- 
posed to treat Mr. Morley with contempt; 
but being called upon to act, I did so. 
The following is the resolution that was 
carried at several meetings :— 


That this meeting strongly protests against 
Mr. Morley, barrister and solicitor, being per- 
mitted to escape punishment for flagrantly, in- 
solently, and impudently breaking the law per- 
“taining to the secrecy of the ballot at the last 
Federal general election. 


In sending this resolution to Mr. Morley, 
T added— tins 

' Kindly note.—This resolution was carried 
unanimously at several meetings following the 
request made to me by my party to endeavour . 
to have Mr. Morley prosecuted for seeking to 
destroy the secrecy of the ballot, in view of the 
fact that so many people have been prosecuted 
for trifling mistakes. 


Mr. Ryran.—Why was he not prose- 
euted ? is 

Mr. McGratu.—Why were not persons 
prosecnted in connexion with the Ballarat 
election, where worse offences were com- 
mitted? . : 

Dr. MALONEY.—I think I have 
rightly answered Mr. Morley’s impertinent 
Imsolence in sending a halfpenny as a° 
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as 
Ces 
A 


contribution to members who voted as they _ 
thought right. My answer to him'‘is that 
T do not know of any barrister who has ~ 
drawn more money from the Government 
of the day. As Mr. Morley says that he 
has lost his chance of advertising by ac- 
cepting the post he at present fills as a — 

member of the Basie Wage Royal Com- — 

mission, I propose, as member for the city 
of Melbourne, to ask how much money — 
























Mr., Morley has received, and how 
days he has attended in Court? 
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Thursday, 26 August, 1920. * 


pee 


The Present (Senator the Hon Pai. 
Givens) took the chair at 8 p.m., and rea 
prayers. | teary 


PAPERS. 


Invalid and Old-age Pensions Act.— 
ment re Pensions for the twelve mo: 
ended 30th June, 1920. . OR 

Public Service Act.—Promotion- of M. J. 
O'Flaherty, Department of the Treasury. a + 

War Service Homes Act.—lLand acquired at 
Daylesford, Victoria. Wiis 

POSTMASTER-GENERAL/’S © 

DEPARTMENTS ae 


Inspection or’ DocuMENTs. 


Senator THOMAS.—I ask the Mi 
ter’ representing the Postmaster-Ge 
whether he is in a position to supply 
answer to the remarks I made on~_ 
Supply Bill with respect to the right 
honorable senators to see documents in. 
Department, and with respect to the 1 
concerning a book which I received. fro 
the Department, and. which I consider 
not a correct reply? Ta, 


Senator RUSSELL.—I was expec 
that the honorable senator would take f 
ther action in the matters he has referre 
to. I shall look into the questions rais 
and will try to let him have an answer 
Wednesday next. | ot ae 


a 


: . ‘s REPATRIATION. 


_ Lanp SrerrLeMEeNt or ReturRNED 
So.priers. 


eS ior FOLL.—I ask the Minister for 
































supply an answer to the question I brought 
under his notice some time ago as to the 
: * desirability of making known at the 
_ Yarious offices of his Department the faci- 
_ lities afforded for’ land settlement in the 
- different States? 


' Senator MILLEN. —IJ have nothing to 
_ add to the statement I previously made to 
the effect that communications have been 
sent out with a view to inviting the State 


Masha tor’ S suggestion. 


NORTHERN TERRITORY. 
-Ewine Commission Rerort. 


_ Senator ELLIOTT asked the Minister 
_ representing the Minister for Home and 
Nie erritories, upon notice— 


1. In view of the complaints made by the late 
- Administrator of the Northern Territory by 
Judge Bevan and Mr. H. E. Carey, regarding 
the report of the Royal Commissioner on the 
my Northern Territor M4 Administration, and having 
_ ¥regard to the fact that, in the still more recent 
Inquiry into the Industrial Workers of the 
World case, the finding of the Honorable Mr. 
_ Justice Ewing, differing, as it does, from those 
* of other Judges on the same case, gives rise to 
- some doubt as to the capacity of Mr. Justice 
_ Ewing to weigh the evidence correctly, do the 
‘ Ministry intend to order a further Commission 
to review the evidence taken in the former case? 
| eae 2. What steps do the Ministry, propose to take 
to abolish the practice of imprisonment for debt 
under the laws of the Northern Territory, men: 
tioned in the Commissioner’s report? 


Senator . RUSSELL.—The ' answers 
Di ths INO, 


- 2. As the laws of all Australian States make 
provision for imprisonment for debt in certain 
 @ases, it is not proposed to abolish the practice 
entirely in the Northern Territory, but an 
_ Ordinance is now being prepared limiting the 
periods of such imprisonment. 


INCOME TAX. 


Assessarent oF INCOME FROM PEACE 
Loans. 


| a entor J. F. GUTHRIE asked the 
‘Minister representing the Treasurer, upon 
— notice— 

~ -In connexion with taxation, is it a fact that 


ae person deriving an income of £300 per annum 
Shae -the- Second Peace Loan, and, say, £700 


q teeaeel if he is in a position to .. 


Governments to consider the honorable 


from personal exertion, is assessed for income’ 
tax purposes on the £300 as if he had £1,000 
per annum from property, and on the £700 as if 
he had £1,000 per annum from pererie: exer- 
tion? 

Senator E. D. MILLEN.—Yes. This 
is in accordance with the third schedule of 
the Income Tax Act 1919. 


WAR GRATUITY BONDS. 


TRANSFERS. 


‘Senator PRATTEN asked the Minis. 


ter representing the Treasurer, wpon 
notice— ; 
In view of the increasing number of war 


gratuity bondholders advertising in the public 
press for cash offers for their bonds— 

(a) Are any regulations current by which 
transfers from holders to speculators — 
are illegal? 

(6) Have any steps been taken by the Trea- 
sury.to safeguard the par value of the 
soldier’s holding? 


Senator E. D. MILLEN.—The answers 


ale 
(a) Yes. The regulations provide that the 
bonds are not transferable except with the con- 
sent of the Secretary to the Treasury. Consent 
is not given to speculators, and a transfer made 
without consent is not valid. 
(6) Yes. Consent to a transfer is nof given 
unless the bondholder receives consideration in 
cash, or in cash and goods, equal in amount te 
the full face value of the bond plus accrued in- 
terest. Applications are carefully scrutinized, — 
and transfers to money-lenders, pawnbrokers, 
and a ain agents are not allowed. 
Senator PRATTEN.—Arising out of 
the answers given to my questions, I think 
*if- would be very desirable 


The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon, 
T. Givens).—Order! It has already been. 
laid down that it is not competent for an 
honorable senator to ask questions aris- 
ing out of the answers given to questions 
on notice. * 

Senator PRATTEN.—I may be per- — 
mitted to say that I consider it is very 
desirable that the information just given 
should be scattered throughout the length 
and breadth of the Commonwealth. 


NAURU ISLAND AGREEMENT | 
BILL. 


PAYMENTS UNDER AGREEMENT. 


Senator PRATTEN asked the Leader 
of the Government in the Senate, upon 
notice— 


1. Has there been any departure from the 
terms of the Nauru Island Agreement Bill 
passed by this Chamber in the last Parliament? _ 





™ 







es ‘Have arbitration proceedings ‘been com- 
pleted in connexion with fixing the amount to 
be awarded to the Pacific Phosphate Company 
for its holdings in Nauru Island? 
3. If so, what was the amount of compensa- 
tion paid, where was the money found, and 
Ra taane was it appropriated ? 

4. Does this amount include the rights of the 

"company in Ocean Island? 


Senator EK. D. MILLEN.—The answers 
are— 

1. No. 

2. Arbitration proceedings were unnecessary, 
as the agreement was reached by the negotia- 
tions between the Governments concerned and 
the Pacific Phosphate Company. 

3. Australia’s share of the compensation paid 
was £1,470,000, which was charged against the 
War Loan Fund. 
ye OOS. 


AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE. 
Drvistonat Mrmmoriats IN FRANCE. 
Senator KEATING asked the Minis- 


ter for Defence, upon notice— 


J. ds the completion of the Australian Im- 
erial Force divisional memorials in’ France 
eing held up owing to the Commonwealth 
having declined permission for the affixing of 
French tablets similar to the English bronzes 
in the memorials? 

2. What are the reasons for declining such 
permission? 


‘Senator PEARCE.—The answer is— 


1 and 2. The memorials erected in the name 


of ‘the First; Third, Fourth, and Fifth Divi- 
sions of the Australian Imperial Forge were 
practically. completed, some time ago, in ac- 
eordance with the approved plans. The com- 
pletion of the Second Division memoria 
awaits approval to the design of the bronze 
figure and panels, which has not yet been sub- 
mitted to the Government’ by the responsible 
officers. No provision was made in the plans 
for inscriptions in the French language, and 
the question has only now been raised through 
the High Commissioner’s Office. It has been 
decided to PRP Ove of this on certain con- 
ditions, 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


Senator ADAMSON. 


Motion (by Senator Fort) proposed— 


That Senator Adamson be granted two 
months’ leave of absence on account of ill- 
~ health. | 


The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
 . Givens).—Before putting the motion, 
ol desire to intimate to honorable sena- 

tors that Senator Adamson has asked for 
gh leave of absence consequent upon the 
‘urgent. advice of a distinguished medical 


aT, reconsidering the matter, an 




























































Pomel and reorets very m 
has been compelled to follo 
before he has had an op 
taking a. really active part in” 
of the Senate: Senator A 


oie a third time. 


WAR SERVICE oul 


In Committee (Consideration res 
from 25th August, vide page aneea 
Clause 10— act 


After section 28 of the priueee 
following section is inserted:— ~~ 
28. (1) Notwithstanding rat, ( 


Commissioner » of. 
erected by him, or the amount of 
vance made, in pursuance of this 
. may, if, in the opinion of the Comm 
sioner, the circumstances of any case j 
tify the excess, exceed Seven h 
pounds, but shall not exceed ae it 
dred pounds, ee 

(2) Notwithstanding © anyeli g  con- 
tained in this Act, where the Commis 
sioner hag erected a dwelling-house 
cost exceeding Seven hundred pou 
made an advance exceeding that. 
he shall require, in addition to a: 
deposit or security required un 
Act or the regulations, from the 
purchasing that dwelling-house 
ing that advance, a deposit | 
the extent of 15 per contin ae the ¢ 
by which the cost or -advane 
Seven hundred pounds. 


Upon which Senator Fort dad mo} 
by way of amendment— a 


That sub-clause 2 of the proposed ne 
be left out. © 


Senator E. D. MILLEN de 


day when progress was reported. 
the interval I have had an opp 





of other provisions empowering 
missioner to safeguard advance 
he may be called ape to mak 












































W Brits wallene that sub-clause 2 of 
‘oposed new section 28a should be 
leted. Senator Elliott also suggested 


ption; but, upon looking into the draft 
of the amendment, I think I am able to 
fay, without hearing it formally sub- 
mitted, that his amendment is one with 
hich I can also concur. 

Amendment agreed to. 

_ Senator ELLIQTT (Victoria ) [3.10 |.— 
move— 


‘That the following new sub-clause be in- 
_serted— 

_. (2) The provisions of this section shall 
_ extend to dwelling houses which are, at 

' the commencement of this section, in 
course of erection, and (a) which are 


Ai respect of which an advance has been 
i “made by the Commissioner. 

a Ss ae proposed new sub-clause is intended 

to meet the case of men who have been 

i ee through force of circum- 

| to commence building on their 


| into: Be ences or hire purchase agree- 
.ments without being able to await the 
| passing of this measure. The amendment 
seeks to place such men on the same foot- 
ing as those who will have been able to 
wait long enough to take advantage of 
‘this legislation. 

‘Senator NEWLAND (South Australia) 
{8. 12|.—I am quite in accord with the 
purpose of the amendment, but I am con- 
cerned as to whether it will apply to 
South Australia, in which State the Com- 
missioner is not erecting homes for re- 
urned soldiers, but where these activities 
are being carried on, for the State Go- 
vernment, by the State Bank authorities. 
Will the amendment extend the same 
facilities to returned soldiers in South 
Australia as to those in other States? 

' Senator E. D. MILLEN (New South 
Wales—Minister for Repatriation [3.13]. 
Gee the amendment will not do 
‘No Federal Act can limit or extend 
ie activities of a State authority. The 
South Australian Government will retain 
control of the houses erected for returned 
soldiers in that, State, and the Govern- 
ment can build them under just such 
conditions as it may deem fit. 

Senator Rowetit— But does not the 
Federal Government provide the money? 
Senator E. D. MILLEN.—No; we are 
doing nothing in respect of war service 
Wii's) ho: a ne in South Australia, ex- 





i 
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a 
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“erected by the Commissioner, or (6) in . 





cept that we are negotiating with the 
State authorities to prevent a clash of 


activities. At present the South Austra- 


lian Government is carrying on the work, 
into which it entered before the Common- 
wealth authorities were prepared to do 
so. The amendment will apply only to 
those homes which have been erected by 
the Commissioner, 

Senator Newianp.—There is nothings 
of course, to prevent the South Austra-— 
lian Government from advancing another 
£100 if that should’ be deemed necessary ? 

Senator E. D. MILLEN.—Nothing 
that we can do can either assist or pre- 
vent any action being taken by the South 
Australian Government. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Clause, as amended, agreed to. | 

Clause 11 (Discharge of total remain-— 
ing liability of purchaser or borrower). 

Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
‘[3.15].—I desire information concerning 
the principles that are to guide the Com- 
missioner where, for example, a soldier 
who has a little money of his own desires 
to purchase a house that is worth more 
than the actual amount being advanced 
by the Commissioner—say, up to £1,000, 
or £1,200. Provided that the house has a 
value over and above that fixed by the 
Department, would, the Commissioner still 
advance up to £700 or £800 for the re- 
turned soldier concerned ? 

Senator E, D, MILLEN (New South 
Wales—Minister for Repatriation) [3.16]. 
—The honorable senator misunderstands 
the purpose of the clause. It has nothing to 
do with the purchase of homes, or with 
applications for, or the obtaining of,-ad- 
vances. In the original Act it. was pro-- 
vided that a returned man could make 
periodical payments in liquidation of his 
debt; the actual wording of the Statute — 
was phrased on the assumption that re- — 
turned men would only make the necessary 
compulsory repayments, and at the periods 
stipulated, right up to the end of their 
term of indebtedness, when—having paid 
off the whole of the amount due—they 
would be entitled to secure the deeds from 
the Commissioner. It was seen at once, 
however,: that some men would desire to 
anticipate the extended period provided 
for re-purchase. There were men who 
would desire to repay more than the due 
quota at the stipulated periods and, ob- 
viously, those extra payments would 
shorten the period of indebtedness. The ip 


« 
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me 
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. 


War ee ‘ 


Rarieinel measure provided no machinery, 
‘however, by which a man could secure the 
_ Mischarge of his obligation and secure his 
“title deeds before the lapse of the: full 
period. The purpose of this clause 1s to 


| a enable the Commissioner, after a returned 


soldier has paid off all that he is owing, 


to hand the man his deeds. 
“ Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) . 
[3.18].—I thank the Minister for the ex- 
“planation, but I again raise a point that 
is of concern to many returned soldiers 


who may desire to build or purchase a 
superior type of home. Is there any ob- 
jection on the part of the Commissioner 


to helping a man to the extent of £700 


or £800 to procure a house of a type 
superior to that being ordinarily built 
by the Department? 


Senator E. D. Miituten.—The Con: 


“missioner is entitled to build a mansion for 


a returned man, provided that the latter 
ean find the difference between the amount 
of money ‘advanced by the Commissioner 
and the cost of the structure itself; and 
provided, further, that the Commissioner 


is satisfied that aha house will furnish 


homes in New South Wales. 
‘pointed out at the time that that arrange- 


ample covering for the amount of his ad- 
vance. 

Senator Senior.—Has the. term of five 
years been inserted in the proviso with a 


view to preventing trafficking? 


Senator E. D. MILLEN (New South 
Ry eles Minister for Repatriation [3.19]. 
——That is so. “I mentioned, when intro- 
ducing this measure, that a tendency had 
been discovered to traffic, and that unless 
some limitation were provided—as in this 
elause—a returned man for whom a home 
had been built would be free to go to the 
Commissioner with a lump sum sufficient 
to discharge his indebtedness, and so se- 
¢ure his deeds, knowing full well that the 
moment he received his papers he would 
be able to sell at an enhanced price, This 


clause does not seek to prevent a legi-. 


timate transfer, but it proposes to give 
the Commissioner the right, if he has sus- 
picions concerning the transaction, to re- 
fuse to accede to a transfer for five years. 

Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
[3.20].—A matter which I desire to raise 
has to do with the arrangement which was 
first entered into by the Commonwealth 
Bank, in Sydney, to avail itself exclu- 
sively of the services of Messrs. Kirk- 
‘patrick for the erection of war service 
It was 
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a ate ml Ny halos ite bh ea PRON a a: le. seit 8 (Pee eo 
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_seeking information on this lena 


ment would mppoue aes ue 
the Commission of a sum es 
about £30,000 to one firm of” 
There is a ‘strong feeling in Sy¢ 
ticularly amongst architects who 
turned soldiers, that this was a pi 
favoritism that should not ive. 
shown by the Commission at that 

The CHATRMAN (Senator ‘Bak 
—Will the honorable senator exp 
how he intends to connect his 3 rem 
with the clause? 

Senator aes —t have expla 


































their turn Fnalide architects’ pectin 


the Minister, who, I hope, will be a 
inform me that ‘the arrangement 
Messrs. Kirkpatrick, architects, of 
ney, has been cancelled, and that the 
War Service Homes Commission ill 
architects are required, give a fair 
all round to the many capable 2 cf 


who have served at the Front, 


Senator E. D, MILLEN (New ew 
Wales—Minister for Repatriation) ‘ 
—Senator Pratten’s remarks are im 


sion Shey are pathetically disappointi 
It is a disappointment to me, fter-I he 
on several: cocasions anfornsiaanae Se 
wie the nertany has been cancelle 


necessary to raise the pte agai 
is not often I have a chance of 
Senator Pratten any informaton, and 
that reason, perhaps, I should with 1 
what I have said, and thank him for 
opportunity. The agreement, wit, 
Commonwealth Bank has been 
nated. The arrangement made ii tk 
Bank and its architects was nob 

matter for which I decline any a 
bility, but, as I previously informe 
Senate, as regards the agreement 
has now ceased to exist, but which 
operative so far as the 23rd clause 2 
is concerned, I have demurred to the p 
ment to Messrs. Kirkpatrick, and ] 

remitted the matter to the arbitration ¢ 
our. Auditor-General, as provided : 
agreement. As to the future employme 
of architects, the Commissioner, who 
now doing the whole of: the buildin, 
be responsible; but he is quite satisf 
that he can do the architectural wi 
much more, economically by his own 
staff than by letting it to. windi 






Tt is s costing a now 

ab rate of a little over £1 to provide 
3 and architectural supervision. No 
chitect in private practice would take 
work for that sum. If the Commis- 
oner abolished his permanent staff, in 
der to let the work out to private archi- 
cts, whose nominal charge is 4} per 
a 5} per cent., and 6 per cent., ac- 
rding to the size ‘of the work, not one 
‘them would take it on a flat rate any- 





Commissioner states that he can now 
_ the work done, I am satisfied that 
Senate will support the Commissioner 
| the line of policy he has adopted, the 
a object being that as little as pos- 
e shall be charged to the sdldier for 
work that is othigll done for him. 


: fiained' " the Deer Se ae 
in Victoria to soldiers engaging their own 
schitects to overlook the work and report 
on it? 

‘ Senator E. D. Mitirn.—There is no 
‘objection, provided that the soldiers will 


iat Senator E. D. MILLEN (N ew South 
‘Wales—Minister for Repatriation) [3.25]. 
PES % give the honorable senator my assur- 
ce that any soldier who likes, out of 
own pocket, to pay for extra architec- 
ral assistance can get it; but what has 
_ been-done is that the soldiers have em- 
_ ployed their own architects and sent the 
_~billinto the Commissioner. The Commis- 
sioner says that he has an architectural 
staff, which is doing the work well and 
3 eaply, and that if the soldiers want to 
ploy outside assistance they can do so, 
t they must pay for it. 


3 .26].—I thank the Minister for the in- 
formation he has given the Committee, 
articularly the new information regard- 
ng the employment of architects, which 
thas been given for the first time to-day. 
‘ Senator E. D: Mitten.—Not the first 


fe 


es Bt ned buiaiers: At the same time, 
ane has not taken us a: into 


| ius [2 Avcusr, “1920 1 


ere approaching the figure at which 


Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales). 





Homes Bill. 






















































and the firm of architects that 7 Kae 
named. Can he state whether they have 
made their claim in full on the agree- 
ment, whether the work has been done 
or not, whether they stand entirely on 
their legal rights, and not on a fair rate 
for work done, and what the extent of 
their claim is in connexion with the 
agreement made with them by the Com- 
monwealth Bank? With regard to the 
second point I raised about outside archi- » 
tects, it will be generally satisfactory to 
the architectural world to know that the 
War Service Homes Commissioner is 
keeping the cost of houses to the soldiers 
down as low as possible. I quite agree, i 
seeing that there are, perhaps, not more 
than a dozen types of these homes being» 
put up, and that the standardization is— 
now complete, that the cost should be 
nominal, 


Senator EK. D. MILLEN on ew Sout 
Wales Minister for Repatriation) [3 28]. 
—I am sure that Senator Pratten did 
not mean to suggest anything sinister 
when he said [ was not frank with the 
Committee as to the position of the arbi- 
tration proceedings. It was not meh g 
any want of frankness, but I did nob 
know that the Committee desired a de- 
tailed statement on the matter. The posi- 
tion is that the Commonwealth Bank 
have lodged their claim for payment for 
the service. 


Senator PRrarren. auth you mean the 
architects ? ° 


Senator &. D. MILLEN.—I know no- 
thing of the architects. The agreement was 
with the Bank, which undertook to build 
the houses under it. They made their own > 
arrangements with the architects, and — 
under the terms of the agreement sent. in 
their bill for services rendered. Included — 
in that bill was the charge for their archi- 
tects at the rate of 34 per cent. which the — 
Bank proposed to pay them. I have de- 
murred to that payment. Under clause 
23 of the agreement, it was provided that — 
if the Bank submitted any account for © 
expenses which was held to be unreason- 
able—this meant held by the Commis- — 
sioner or the Minister to be unreasonable 
-—its reasonableness or otherwise should 
be referred to the Commonwealth 
Auditor-General, whose decision was to 
be final. The matter is now under refer-_ 
ence to that gentleman, and the exact 
position, so far as I am aware, is that the 
Bank have SEES peor ts thee 







ision will not be long delayed. 
Senator Fouu.—Do the Sydney archi- 
| ~ tects do the work for houses in North 
~ “Queensland ? é 
Senator E. D. MILLEN.—Does the 
honorable senator mean houses built by 
~ the Commissioner ? 
‘Senator Fori.—No. | : 
Senator E. D. MILLEN.—Then, if the 
honorable senator means those built by the 
“Bank, the operations of the Bank to-day 


are confined to clearing up the work that 


was in hand, or for which contracts had 
been accepted at the time the agreement 
was terminated. The Bank are not tak- 
ing on any fresh work. 

Senator Foru.—Then, if-a man wants 
a house built in Cairns, Sydney architects 
do not draw up the plans? 

Senator E. D. MILLEN.—No. He 
lodges his application in Brisbane, and 1t 
is dealt with in Brisbane by the regular 
staft of the Housing Commission. 

_ Clause agreed to. 

’ Clause 12 agreed to, 

- Clause 13 (Commissioner may call up 
advances where security transferred to 
ineligible person). 


Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 


[3.30].—I should like to know’ from the 


Minister (Senator E. D. Millen) exactly 
what this proposal means. he sidenote 
presupposes that before the home is 
paid for, and possibly when a small 
amount is paid on it, the soldier shall 
have the right to sell his equity in 
it for any reason that he may think 
proper. The desire of this. Parliament 
is to benefit our soldiers, and ‘we 
all know that there is a number of 
them who require to be protected from 
themselves. With this thought in my 


‘mind, I ask the Minister what is the full 


meaning of the clause. 
- Senator E, D,. MILLEN (New South 
Wales — Minister for 
{3.31].—I recognise that there is a little 
difficulty in connecting an amending Bill 
with the principal Act. But if Senator 
_ Pratten will refer to section 35 of the 
principal Act, he will see that sub-clause 


ee, ‘which honorable senators are now 
asked to adopt, is covered by sub-section 
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1 of section 35... The 
reads— TREN. 


come due and payable.’ The 


Repatriation) . 
proposed new 









So long as any land or land a 
house is subject to a contract of 
gage, or other security in accorde 
Act, a transfer of that land o 
dwelling-house, or of any estate 
therein shall not have any force 0 
less it. Cae 


(a) 

































































law relating to bankrupt 
solvency; or Nah 
.(b) is made to a devisee by a 
ing in the capacity of e3 
administrator of the pur 
borrower; or eran, 
(c) is made with the consent i 
of the Commissioner. 


It is quite clear that in such ¢ % - 

stances there is the possibility of a hou 
which was built for a soldier being 
ferred toa citizen. The purpo 
clause which we are now conside 
make it perfectly plain that in 
the Commissioner may, by: § 
transferror written notice, ca 
whole of the moneys secured un: 
contract of sale, mortgage, or oth 
rity held by the Commissiéner in 
of the land or land and dwellin 
and that thereupon those moneys 


of the amendment is to prevent traf 
ing in these houses, and I am sure, th 
fore, that it will command the syn 
of honorable senators generally, 
Clause: agreed to. Be ie 
Clause 14— 


After section 36 of the principal 
lowing sections are inserted:— | 
“ 364, Where a person,to whom a 
land and dwelling-house has been 80 
whom an advance has been made, ceases 
an eligible person, the Commissioner . 
notice in writing to that person, require 
payment of the whole of the moneys sect 
under any contract of sale, mortgage 
security held by the Commissioner 
of the land or land and _dwelling-he 
thereupon those moneys shall become 
payable.” Raed) Wh: 


tie 
re 


Senator E. D. MILLEN (New 
Wales. — Minister for  Repa 
[3.33].—I ask the Committee to, 
section 36a. A 
that provision was intended to 
the same object as the other - 
new sections of this clause 
been found that under it there 
possibilities of hardship arisin 
a number of genuine cases. 


unc in 
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‘Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
[3.39]—Yestetday when I directed the 

a) me, but if. to-morrow he became a attention of the Minister to the loose 
widower he might be deemed to be in- wording of this clause, he kindly promised 
igible. It is not our desire that a sol- to give the matter his consideration. That 
dier who has been unfortunate enough to consideration has taken the form of the 
se his wife shall also be deprived of amendment which he*has now submitted, 
is Tight to continue to occupy one of and which is intended to limit the Pome 
1ese homes. I prefer to run the risk of of the Commissioner to the purchase of 
few ineligible persons getting homes of land or materials in excéss of £5,000 in 
his kind to homes being igehs from sol- value, without Ministerial approvals 
During the past few weeks I have not — 
been able to closely follow the proceed-_ 
ings of this Parliament, but I take it 
: Won dimen tens tio. that the proposed limitation will be. a 
Clause, as amended, and title, agreed satisfactory one to the Minister? = 
Bs sk Senator E. D. MILLEN (New Saute 
Senator E. D. MILLEN (New South Wales—Ministere for era 

(esos. Minister for Repatriation) [3.40].—I must say frankly that I would 

36].—I move— rather be saddled with no responsibility — 
‘That clause 3 be reconsidered. in connexion with this matter. But as 
sk the Committee to adopt this course, a Minister I feel that it is not in con- 

‘because of the promise which I made formity with parliamentary procedure 
hat the clause would be redrafted so as_ that there should be no check on the Com- | 
overcome some of the difficulties to missioner, and no opportunity for know-_ 
which reference was made during a pre- ing precisely what is going on in the 
vious debate. Department. Personally, I would be 
Question resolved in the affirmative. | very much happier if the responsibility — 
Be uee 3— for all these matters were thrown upon 
After section 14 of the eal Act the fol- the Commissioner. »I hardly think that 
| ne agtaldy cent: dia he ceed uae oe safe proposition. J am now submitting 
nis Act which involves the expenditure of “4 proposal under which the Commis- 
re than £5,000, the Commissioner shall sub- ‘S!oner will have a free hand up to £5,000, 
t his proposal for the approval of the Mini- and beyond that amount will have to 
re 3 obtain the approval of the Minister. 
Senator E. D. MILLEN (New South Senator Prarren.—In regard to the 
ales — . Minister — for Repatriation ) expeyditure on anything? 


Senator MILLEN.—Not on anythin 
ag it is not proposed that the Minister 
shall interfere in connexion with the ex- 
penditure on the building of houses, but 
merely when the Commissioner. ets out 
to acquire land and material. There is 
‘a distinction between the acquisition. of 


ee same limitation as is “imposed upon - 
im in regard to his purchase of land. 

hat is to say, he is to have a free hand 
up to an expenditure of £5,000, but be- 


ae Apeilge “ aera He material and the land and expenses in- 


ON ae He tac wlahiek > i 4 curred in connexion with building. It is” 
iN ack bee words etter «which, linet, be ‘not proposed to give the Minister power 
to -veto the Commissioner's proposals in 
move the insertion of the See connexion with building houses, but only 
Be aurikatwith the acquisition of dand when entering into contracts for the ac: 


i building material, or with any contracts quisition of material. 
ee ‘thereto, the Commissioner shall if Senator Pratrrun. — In one trans: 


action 2 


this amendment is agreed to, I ain 


le proposed new sageie will then read 
eer apes I think that these words: _ Senator E. D, MILLEN. — Yes; Ao 


ill sufficiently cover what was intended though over a period of time. 
achieved sy) iit eau aie Amendment agreed to. 9.2. 14H) ). 








_ Amendment (by Senator E. D. caves 
ae) proposed— 

_ Yhat the following words be inserted: —* in 
--eonnexion with the acquisition of land or 
‘pbuilding material or with any contracts inei- 
dental ‘thereto, the Commissioner shall, if the 
exercise of the power,” 


Son POLE (Ononcinna) Geert” 


The Minister has referred to contracts 
extending over.a certain period of time, 
and when the Government have taken 
an option over ‘the premises. Does this 
amendment cover cash purchases of 
material ? 

Senator E. D. Mrurren.—Undoubtedly. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Clause, also verbally amended, 
agreed to. 

Bill reported with amendments. 


and 


INDUSTRIAL PEACE BILL. 
SECOND READING. 


_ Debate resumed from 20th August 
(vide page 3722), on motion: by Senator 
RusseLt— 

That this Bill be now read a second time. 


Senator NEWLAND (South Australia) 
[3.45|.—When the discussion on this 
Bill was adjourned last week, it was felt 
by myself and other honorable senators 
that a further consideration of its pro- 
visions would be advantageous, and on 
that account the Vice-President of 
the Executive Council (Senator Russell) 
agreed to an adjournment. Last week 
we had the privilege of listening to two 
very excellent speeches on the general 
eauses of industrial unrest over a lengthy 
period. It is not my intention to go over 
much of the ground that has already 
been, covered; but when a measure of 
importance to the whole community 
is before us, honorable senators should 
give it the fullest consideration, in 
an endeavour to ascertain the causes of 
industrial unrest, and suggest, as far as 
possible, meastires for the settlement of 
the disputes which are so prevalent to- 
day. 

For approximately thirty years. indus- 
trial arbitration had been the ambition 
of the workers in the interests of indus- 
trial peace; and I can remember endea- 
vouring, with many others, in the early 
_ struggles of the Labour party, 9 induce 

the State Governments of the day to pass 
legislation whereby industrial disputes 





Arbitration Court, it may be said that 





anon easily be settled. We “can 
the commencement of a serious pers 

to prevent industrial disturbances by 

means of Arbitration Courts and Wages 

Boards to the maritime strike which oc- 
curred over thirty years ago. At that 
time our opponents asked the industrial- * 
ists, through their organizations, wh 
they did not turn their attention to poli- __ 
tics instead of assisting strikes. The ad- Ai: 
vice was taken, and the members of. We 
Labour party turned their attention 
politics, with the result that many | 
them were Deine gi to the State Parlia 





































Sane and heat in ane course of a ae 
few years, through legislative enac 
ments, strikes would be relegated — 
the region of things soon to be fe 
gotten. Unfortunately, however, 01 
dreams have not been realized, althoug By 
we have had Wages Boards a Arbitra- 
tion Courts, ba the fortunes of the 
Labour party from then until the pre ~ 
sent time have been of a varying charac 
ter. ‘The great triumph, of course, was _ 


and there is . 
say to ae . 


tion Court, » 
whatever. we may con: 
trary, that the Court has me re 
sponsible for the  settlemént of 
large number of industrial dispute 
and has been instrumental in preventing 
good many more. However, like man 
other institutions, 1t has apparenth 

reached the limit of its practical useful- — 
ness. » Some weeks ago, honorable sen: 
tors were furnished with a return showin 


in the Court. We eos that iaduae 
ists have become impatient at the Court 
delays. Those of us who watch the p 

eress of industrial events can see no im 
mediate prospect of many of the ¢a@ 
before it being dealt with by the Cot 
Without in any way reflecting upon » 


methods are too cumbersome, too slow. al 
and altogether too costly. N otwithstan 
ing the good work which the Court ha 
done, it is now considered by both e 
ployers and workers to be out of da 
and to a large extent useless for the earl 
settlement of industrial disputes. In othe 
directions the Arbitration Cane Sea ne 







hoped it would be able to perform, 
it has been one of the most important 
ses of its failure. Before I leave the 
tration Court aad its work, I should 
to say that I have a very great ad- 
miration for much of the work it Tas done, 
' a anything I may have said in condem- 
ition of it has been due in a large mea- 
re to the fact that our constitutional 


ma indecteial hatte have fess intensi- 

| and multiplied by the, war. 
oped that, during the period of the war, 
rery man would be extended to his fullest 
apacity in eal to defeat the enemy at 
ome and abroad. But some of the worst 
ustrial troubles of our history occurred 
' during the continuance of the war. Asa 
result, the difficulties of the Arbitration 
Court were increased, and it has been 
wrought home to every man who looks for 
welfare of this country that something 
¥ be done to give us relief from indus- 
al unrest. The fact that for five years 
> workers of the world were transferred 
avenues of production to those of 
truction led to a shortage in the com- 
ndities required by the people gene- 


added to this, money has been mere 
tiful than ever before. We have had 
a shortage .of commodities, high | prices, 
reckless buying, and consequent waste, 
all these things have  contri- 


strial unrest.. The worker, feel- 
naturally: that he is’ not ‘setting 
ficient of this world’s goods to meet the 
ded cost of the commoditiés he requires, 
s, from time to time, asked for higher 
es, until honorable senators will, 1 
k, agreé with me that in this coun- 
we are near the time when the limit of 


duction will have been reached, when 
s remembered that we are in competi- 
yn with industries. carried on outside 


eg than it is here. — | 

We have just been discussing a measure 
4 rovide cheaper homes for returned 
3; but the people generally, as well 


r | prevented | ; Dense: the building of a heres, ls con- 
from doing the good work that it 


We had. 


This, in turn, led to high prices; 


to the bringing about of in-~ 


“eapacity to meet wages and cost of 


the ane Pieris rire eae 



















































fronted with a shortage of material and 
labour, and honorable senators are aware 
that in almost every industry associated 
with the building of homes there have been 
strikes in some part of Australia almost 
every week. bs 
Senator Wirson.—And hte money on 
top of that. ae 
Senator NEWLAND. 2 Thaee 


We hear a great deal about roi in i 
connexion with industrial unrest, and . 





have no doubt whatever that profiteering : 4 oi A 













exists. Senator J. F. Guthrie only th 
other day pointed out the extraordinar 
discrepancy between the cost of makin, 
woollen cloth in the woollen factories. 
and the price -charged for the finished 
article. Something must be done to pub 
an end to that kind of thing. I dar 
say that profiteering, or the suggestion 
of it, has been responsible for more in- 
dustrial unrest than anything else since 
the war began. In the Bill now under 
consideration an attempt is made, which — 
I hope will be. successful, to put a check 
upon profiteering, a 

Senator Brenny.—Prices cattnn ee i 
fixed under this Bill. i ; a ; 

Senator NEWLAND.—I was soni 
to that. Whatever legislation this Par- 
liament may pass must be within the — 
restrictions imposed by the Constitution. _ 
In this. connexion members of this Par- 
lament, of the Labour party, of the 
manufacturing community, and the gen- : 
eral public must take their fair share of 
responsibility for the existing limitations — 

f the Constitution. When it was pointe 
out that in. Stderite, sesura, greater 



















sary that this Parliament should be given os 
extended powers, persons belonging to 


every section of the Renee took — 


aise Oi hea a share of the blame 
for any failure in the effective operation x 
of the measure now under conde i . 
due to that fact. : 








ett. we 


feeling of mistrust, and even of bated 


between employers and employees. This. | : 
is most deplorable. We recall the old-days” 
ees there was a aperiert, vadersanding 
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He a ee ee 


I dustrial 


: Be ircon employer and cate and we 
Bei hope that as a result of the operations 
of this Bill they 
more closely into touch. with each other. 
ff believe that the Councils and Tribunals 
to be established under this Bill will have 
the effect of enabling the employees to 


will again be brought 


better understand the difficulties of em- 
ployers and their industry than they have 


‘hitherto done, and will also give the em- 


ployers a better idea of the requirements 
and aspirations of their employees. Whilst 
at the present time both sections ©are 
equally to blame for the bad feeling that 


exists between them, I am hopeful that™ 
by the operation of this Bill that bad 


feeling will be removed, and-if that be 
the case we shall be a step further 
towards industrial peace. 

Much as we admired the Common- 
wealth Conciliation and Arbitration Act, 
and high as our hopes were concerning it, 
I believe that the Bill now before the 
Senate will be found to be a better mea- 
sure for bringing employers and em- 
ployees more closely into touch with each 
other. I consider this Bill one of the 
wisest and most liberal of its kind ever 
introduced into any Legislature in the 
world. I know of no measure that ap- 
proaches it as an anxious, honest and 
earnest attempt to bring the two conflict- 
ing parties—the workmen and the em- 
ployers—together. If we can get them 
to come together we shall have gone a 


long way towards the settlement of indus- 


trial disputes. 

ft am not so optimistic as to think that 
this Bill will provide for perfect indus- 
trial peace. No man can promise that so 
long as human nature is what it is. Every 
man has implanted in his soul the desire 
to go better for himself, and the manner 
in which most of us attempt to do better 


for ourselves ts by acquiring a little more 


of this world’s goods against a time when 
our labour will no longer support us. So 
long as this desire of the individual to 


better himself exists we cannot look for 


perfect industrial peace. But this Bill 


provides a common meeting place for 
both parties. 
and discuss their affairs, 


They can sit around a table 
and by that 


means arrive at an understanding accept- 


able to both sections which must make 
_ for the prosperity of this country. 


I believe that under this Rill many of 


the technicalities that seem to hedge the 
ri Arbitration Court around will pe. avoided, 


Senator Ne ewland, 


_ISENATE. A 









































and men will be ‘alee a Sid 
grievances as sensible men shot 
this measure will not carry u 
the promised land, it will provide a 
straight and smooth pathwa to. 
industrial land of promised pez 
which so many of us have been. 
for a very long time. There” 
culties associated with the administre 
of this measure which ¢an be fore 
while, at the same time, we are ae 
anxious that it shall be delayed in comin Bry 
into operation. One such difficulty 
to do with the question of cost of ad- 
ministration. The item of expense ha 
been one of the chief troubles ari 
from our arbitration legislation. 
Bill makes no provision to meet the 
involved by parties to a dispute. We | 
to presume that employers and employ 
will still be called upon to bear cae ro 
Pepe 


arising ton reat to the ‘Tribun: 
which are to be created by this Bi 
Hitherto, the community has had to. 
or strikes. We cannot estimate the « 


the press to the effect that, eh 
the past year or two, something | 
£7,000,000 had been lost in wages ow 
to strikes. But what those strikes 1 
have cost the general community no 
can estimate. If the Bill i is to achieve | | 


should aabetaie to ieee the | costs « 
parties, taking good care, of course 


bursed, It would pay the : ona 
and over again if the Governmen 
ae this poe and, further 


Senator Hinson _—Would aR 
a concession tend to increase the. desi 


Aiea Hac a entailed 7 | ae 


Senator NEWLAND.—I - ats 
that it would. i 1 


aioe should not lose sight of the ta 
if the Commonwealth Coin 
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iry, and so avoid what might prove to 
© a costly upheaval. | 

Senator NEWLAND.—That is so, and 
he Minister has mentioned one of the 
most attractive features of the Bill. 
Naturally, if an authority created by this 
measure could step in, before trouble had 
actually occurred, the cost both to the 
_ parties involved and to the general com- 
munity would be infinitely less, 

- Senator Russetit.—There is this fur- 
ther consideration, that no members of 
the legal profession will be permitted to 
take a hand in proceedings. That in it- 
self should be a factor in keeping down 
xpense; and then there is to be power 
iven for the awarding of expenses ac- 
cording to the discretion of the Chairman. 
“Senator NEWLAND.—But it is still 
intended, I take it, that such costs as may 
be awarded will be given against either 


were to undertake to pay costs, would 
that not create a tendency to prolong an 
inyestigation ? | 

' Senator pe Larcre.—And also congest 
business tremendously by the fact of all 


' Senator NEWLAND.—There would be 
no fear, I think, if the Government were 
to exercise full and proper control. It 
lay be taken for granted that, if time 
¢an be saved by the exclusion of members 
of the legal profession, costs will be re- 
‘duced; but there have been men appearing 


various organizations who have proved 
Worthy disciples of the wordiest lawyers. 
~ My point is that if, by the Government 
undertaking to pay costs of proceedings, 
‘parties can be induced to confer before 
_ strife has been precipitated, the money 
spent will be as nothing compared with 
’ that which will have been saved. 

- I-am aware that this Bill is meeting 
' with a certain amount of opposition, both 
- from industrialists and from a. section 
of employers. We are. now _ living 
in a new world. If we are to make good 
ag a nation,,every section of the com- 
munity must put aside the ideas held 
“im past years. I would say to employers 
who are finding fault with this Bill that 
aN is a step, not in advance of the times, 
- but in keeping with modern progress. 
~ Conditior have so varied in the past few 
_ years that every one must look upon the 





r, 1920.7 
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‘in the Arbitration Court on behalf of 
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employers, from a fresh angle. We should 
be careful, in dealing with this measure, 
not to say anything which might mar the 
harmony hoped for as an outcome of its 
provisions. Honorable senators should 
hot say anything either hurtful or in- 
judicious. We should not make it appear 
that we are anxious to push our ideas 
upon any one section of the community, 
It would be in bad taste for this Parlia- 
ment to discuss an Arbitration Bill in any. 
but a conciliatory spirit. We should not 
employ threatening language, or say any- 
thing, indeed, which could be construed as. 
a threat. We-should deal with the whole 
matter as seeking to pour oil upon troubled 
industrial waters. an 
Senator Prarren.—Does the honorable. 
senator think that frankness is harmful? 


Senator NEWLAND.—Frankness is 
not only essential, but, at all times, good 
policy. There is a difference, however, 
between frankness and harshness, between 
an attitude of conciliation and the mak- 
ing of threats or the display of prejudice. 
There is no reason, however, why a note 
of caution should not be sounded. I 
would warn those who to-day are taking 
the wrong road—the road which, if fol- 
lowed to its end, will lead to disaster. 
There is a section in the community which 
is working industriously for the expansion 
of Bolshevik rule. The red flag is being 
waved in this country. That flag, in all 
ages, and in every country, has drawn be-. 
neath its shadow the undesirable elements, 
and bloody rebellion has been its accom- 
plishment. Im Australia there are men 
and women who are devoting their lives to 
the spread of the pernicious gospel of the — 
red flag. Sunday schools have actually — 
been established, and it is well that the 
public generally should know it. When 
revolutionary Sunday schools ean be ere- 


- ated, wherein innocent children may be 


taken in hand by misguided men- and 
women, and this doctrine instilled into 
their young minds, it is time for Aus- 
tralians who are thinking of | the 
future of the Commonwealth to «be- 
stir themselves, and to see that some- 
thing more effective than the passage of 
this .Bill is required to deal with such 
people as those. That revolutionary doc- 
trine attracts to itself the undesirables in 
every section of the community, but that 
is not to say that it attracts only the 
ignorant, because it draws to itself many | 
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intelligent and able men and women, who 
' follow it through mistaken ideas. It is. 
time something was said aud something 
effective done to put a stop to this kind of 
thing, which “is largely instrumental in 
 ereating the industrial unrest under which. 
We are labouring to-day. I hope that in 
the very near future the decent, sober- 
minded, industrious workman will ask 
himself whether it is not time that he 
‘should call a halt, and suggest to certain 
leaders of the Labour organizations that 
they have gone far enough along this dan- 





gerous track., Having seen the baneiul” 


efrects of this doctrine in other countries, 
Australia should be warned before she 
goes too far along’ the road+ which will 
unquestionably lead to destruction. Prior 
to the war, and during the war period, 
propaganda was undertaken in this and 
every other country, largely at the insti- 
gation of Germany. We know the havoc 
-and mischief that. have been wrought in 
Russia, and, without going into the de- 
tails of what has happened there for the 
last three of four years and is happening 
there to-day, we know that the Red Flag 
leaves behind it a trail of blood and de- 
struction, and of murdered men, women, 
and little children. It is high time that 
we took steps to prevent that doctrine 
from spreading any further in Australia. 
Several industrial organizations in Aus- 
_ tralia have carried resolutions expressing. 
sympathy with the Bolshevik doctrine and 
the Soviet form of. government. 

Senator Prarren.—That is human cus- 
sedness. 

Senator NEWLAND.—I am afraid it 
goes further than that with some of these 
people, who are quite anxious to see in 
Australia, and indeed*in the British Em- 
pire, a state of affairs similar to that 
which to-day prevails in Russia, - 

Senator Prarren.—But they do not 
know what that is. 3 
Senator NEWLAND.—That is the 
danger of it. They do not want to know, 
and they refuse to believe that from the 
very outbreak of Bolshevik feeling in 
Russia ‘nothing but destruction and a re- 
cord of murder and outrage have followed - 
in its wake. These people say that what- 
ever has happened is necessary to bring 
about the reform at which they aim. 

We hope, by the introduction of legisla- 


tion such as this, to be able to avoid 


travelling along the dangerous path by 
which the people of Russia have travelled, 
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future of this country, a very 


* the Labour organizations in New Sout 


sible to do so. We have a righ 


‘a 
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that have’ taken place’in oth 
wherever that doctrine has obtain 
hold on the people. It is, therefor 
duty of every honorable senator 
concerned about the future of this : 
try to sound a note of warning 
those who may feel some inclin 






































take that path, to call a halt and : 


sider the position so far as-they a 
great country are concerned. ~~ 
The resolutions of sympathy with 
shevism carried by certain sections of t 
Labour organizations of Australia z 
every man who thinks seriously 


tion of the trend of thought i 
minds. Here I wish to acquit e1 
the great body of Australian workix 
from.the charge of having any sympai 
whatever with the outrages that have b 
perpetrated in other countries, or with # 
general feeling of the Bolshevik and his 
form of government, but there is = 
danger that they may be attracted ii 
this way of thinking, and that so 
evil will be spread: According to” 
press the other day, a resolution ¥ 
carried in New South Wales threate 
to hold irritation strikes if there were 
any further deportations from Australia. — 
Senator Prarren.—Did you read how 
that idea was castigated by the present 
Labour Premier of the State? 8 4 
Senator NEWLAND.—I read it with 
very much pleasure, and am glad to know 
that men in such responsible position 
the Premier of New South Wales 04 
pies saw fit to rebuke those responsible 
carrying that resolution. However, w 
must not forget that it was carried by a 
very responsible body in connexion wit 


Wales. 

have in Australia a large number of 
who are aot here for the good they 
tend to do to Australia. Their real p 
pose is to damage their country ag 
as they possibly can, yet those res 
for that great Labour organization 


actually carried a resolution gayi 
if any of those undesirable pers: 


¥ 


We know perfectly wel l that 


deported they will support: irritation a rs 


strikes. I am confident that a ‘very 
small section of the workers of Australia _ 
are behind that idea, and that many’more 
workers besides the Premier. ¢ 
South Wales will see that the 


is put-a stop to as far ag i 









: hores” any «Se or imprison in 
country any Australian, who may be 
md guilty of such practices as have 

‘indulged in in the past in furthering 
eals of that kind. The Parliament of 
ustralia must not forego its right to deal 
ith an of that character, no matter 


5 Bor Prarren, —Especially those 
who suggest that rivers of blood should 
2 ough the streets. 


Senator Duncan.—They are never by 
y chance the kind of men. who fight. 


nator NEWLAND.—Still, we felt 
fer whilst they were behind. prison 
_ They are now free, but they should 

tught that even they cannot say what 
“y please, because such language may 
e a section of the community, and 
culable jharm may result. The Go- 


erning the country, and, so far as 
' constitutional powers allow, they 
impose-_a check on such language 


ope that whem this Bill comes to be 
‘understood it will show the workers 
stralia a better means. of settling 
tes than those suggested by the 
es. Couneil of New South Wales or 


nm my opinion, ought to be behind 
bars. The Bill, as press to 


airs eeciteely! in Cecaaniess than 
general discussion of its terms. It 


do not quite pacer stth ds because some of 


4 ait to Phive. It would be most un- 

fortunate if Parliament agreed to a Bill 
As © Ethie description containing some pro- 
Sion which went outside An limits of 
ne Constitution, and an adverse decision 
are given ‘against it on appeal. That 
d tend more to injure the Bill than. 
thing else we could do. Therefore, 
: anxious to give every latitude pos- 


ie: put into it which will transgress 
ry limited constitutional powers 


ed | by the oats AGN 


| being used by men of that kind. _. 


- eventuated 
ins many ‘clauses which I confess I+ : 
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?. ieee referred alnendyen to ihe ae 
tion of the cost of the Bill. 1 hope the 
Government will consider very carefully 
whether it is not possible for them to 
meet the parties who will make use of the _ 
measure, in the direction I have indi- 
cated. It is certainly one of the most pro- 
gressive measures of the’ kind ever sub- 
mitted to any Legislature in the British 
Dominions, and is, possibly, one of the 
most important. For those, reasons, I 
hope to see it become law very soon, and 
I trust that both employer and employee | 
will regard it as intended to secure greater 
peace and prosperity for oe section of 
the community. Bigbtn 


Senator PAYNE (Tasmania) (4. 33]— — 
It is generally admitted that the Bill deals 
with one of the most important matters 
that can come under the purview of the 
Commonwealth Legislature. Every one is 
cognisant of the fact that the industrial ~ 
unrest which was so noticeable during the 
war period has markedly increased since 
the termination of the awful conflict in 
which we have been engaged. I think 
most of us were justified in assuming — 
that when hostilities terminated the Aus- 
tralian people would settle down in order 
to repair, as far as possible, the damage — 
that had been caused by the war, to 
build up the community, to strengthen 
the Commonwealth, and to bring about 
within our borders such an increased — 
production as would more than make up — 
for the material loss that Katineoaee 
during the war period. Unfortunately, 
such a happy condition of affairs hag not | 
and we have found, es 
pecially during the last twelve, ‘or 
eighteen months, imdustrial unrest ins 





‘ereasing by leaps and bounds. ve 


The Government are to be congratulated — 
upon having introduced a measure which, ~ 
although it partakes more ér less of the 
character of an experiment, has for its 
object the bringing closer together of em- 
ployers and employees throughout this > 
portion of the Empire. In discussing the 
Bill we need to cotsider what are the main 
causes of the industrial unrest through 
which we are now passing. © Numerous 
eauses have been assigned for the discon- 
tent that is so prevalent. I take it that 
every honorable senator will admit that - 
something must be done to bring about 
industrial peace as speedily as pal 
and. action in that direction is Sun 














te 


_ of Australia as a 
' during the war period. 


more necessary because the responsibilities 
a uation were borne 
Not only must 


we recognise the need for doing all that 
we can to make things better than they 
are to-day from our own view-point, but 


we must recognise it from the stand-point 


of the Empire, because Australia, being 


now classed amongst the nations of the 
_ world, is being closely watched by other 
nations which are industrial competitors 


with it. From time to time, both from 
Commonwealth and State platforms, we 
have heard much about the need for econ- 


omy being exercised in order that we’ 


might prepare ourselves to meet the heavy 
expenditure which we incurred upon the 
War. or 
I do not wish to be harsh in my 
criticism to-day, but I cannot help re- 
marking that those who have preached 
economy most loudly have practically said 


to the people of the Commonwealth, ‘‘ Do 


as I'say, not as I do.’’ Both the States 


and the Commonwealth have indulged in 


has been practised. 
_ been rife in both Commonwealth and State 
Departments, and this circumstance has 


economy campaigns from our public plat- 
forms. Our people are very observant, 
and they have noticed that despite all 
this talk about economy no real economy 
Extravaganes has 


_ been reflected in a greater or less degree 


“amongst the people of Australia. 


: During 
the war period there was a considerable 


aimcrease in the amount of cash which cir- 


culated amongst our citizens. Many of 
them handled very much more money than 


they ever handled previously. Extrava- 


gance thus became the order of the day 
to a greater or less extent. Time after 
tame I have observed that persons who 
used to live simply became accustomed, 
during the war period, to spend very 
much more than they had ever done be- 
fore upon things which were not essential 
to their comfort. Now that they are not 
receiving as much cash as they did, they 
naturally desire to live up to the standard 


which they adopted during the war 
‘period, and when they find that the cost 


of living continues to increase, they not 


unnaturally become more and more dis- 


contented. 


We have been told that one of 


the main causes of industrial unrest is 


_ profiteering, and there are sound reasons 
for that belief. 


But,, although pro- 


fiteering has occurred in respect of neces- 


_ sary commodities, we cannot fail to recog- 


Senator Payne. 








































profiteers in this country. T 
have been in evidence : throt 
entire war period. In one class 
place the worker of Australia, 


for profiteering. How far his 
nation is justified honorable ~ 
know. Anybody who takes an 
interest in this question) must a 
profiteering has been indulged 1 
manufacturers and distributors. 
that man a profiteer who extorts 

people an undue profit upon the cost 
his manufacturing or distributing oper 
tions. © To the other class of profiteer 
many of the workers themselves belon; 
To just as great an extent as our man 
facturers and distributors, these 
have been responsible for the imerea 
cost of living. I regard as a profiteer 
man who whilst receiving a certair 
wage for eight hours’ work decide 
that in return for that wage he will do 
only four hours’ work. Consequently, 1 
am now referring to the “go-slo 

policy which has been so much in @) 
denee in Australia. I do nob sugg 
that all workers have adopted that s 
tem; but, undoubtedly, there are cert: 
sections of them who have listened to th 
advice of agitators who are anxious «& 
maintain themselves in snug positior 
and who are responsible for a dimt 
tion in the output of our industries. T 
workers engaged in those industries 
should be gjven clearly to understand 
that the adoption of such a policy is 
only wrong to the country in which th 
live, but must inevitably inflict inju 
upon themselves, because anything wh 
decreases the output of our indust 
must necessarily react upon the p 
chasers of goods, of whom the workei 
form the majority. Upon making 1 
quiries into the increased cost of man 
commodities some time ago, I foun 
there was a tendency, not only to add th 
increased price of the raw material to & 
manufactured article, but to add ‘7 
cost to the distributor the profit on the ii 
creased cost, whilst at the same time’ d 
creasing the quality of the article by, 
50 per cent. Consequently, tl 
which the consumer has had’to- 
represents only half the qual 
which he purchased in norm: 
when the price was one-half of. 
is to-day. The worker promp 
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But 
y criticism under this heading is 
qually applicable *to those workers who 
do as little as they possibly can each day, 
and take as much as they can get for a 
day’s wages. 

’ Another factor which has contri- 
buted to the industrial unrest which 





in the number of individuals here who 
js - live chiefly on their efforts to make men 
aie Lo discover this, one has 









| “who are pl to attend these 
places and to combat the pernicious doc- 
trines which are promulgated there. 

‘Senator Rum.—Does the honorable 




















4 Recs: PAYNET am: sure that 

‘they, do. There is not the slightest doubt 
i aboutit. The future of Australia is not 
ie bound up with ‘the men who Ne borne 
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io past ‘thirty or ve years. It is 
bound up with the younger sections of 
the community. 

ae Senator Prarren.—But the great ma- 
jority of people attend the places to which 
the honorable .senator has referred 
merely for the purpose of entertainment. 
~ Senator PAYNE—I admit that. Yet 
‘the fact remains that a great many men 
¥ _Teceive the whole of their education upon 
economics either on the Yarra bank, 


WN and ee read only me news- 
papers which publish the dottrines that 
are preached by these professional agi- 
— One of the latter, who has been 
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ing a gathering of this kind not long ago, 
when I interjected that he and others of 
his class were always endeavouring to 
make men discontented. His reply was, 
“Yes, that is our policy. When we see 
men contented we regard 
slaves.” There is no doubt that that, is 
their policy. They dread the possibility 
of men becoming contented, because they 
recognise that in that event their own. 
occupations would be gone. 

What does this Bill aim at achieving? 
It aims at creating an attitude of good- 
will amongst employers and employees, 


and for that reason I heartily welcome its — 


introduction. It provides a means by 


which the representatives of these classes. 


upon Tribunals which are to be created 
may meet and discuss the whole of the 
conditions surrounding certain indus- 
tries of the Commonwealth. Its object 
is an excellent one. In Anstralia for 
some years we have had’ Wages Boards 
and Arbitration ‘Courts. The Wages 


Board system has been produetive of a 


great deal of good, but it must be ad- 
mitted that it has failed at a certain 
point. 
in mind by every citizen of the Common- 
wealth. 


During recent years, mnon has been 
heard of, the cost of living; and dur- 
ing the discussion on the War Service 
Homes Bill the Minister for Repatria- 
tion (Senator E. D. Millen) referred to 
the excessively high cost of erecting 
homes. Is it not patent to every one that 
one of the primary causes of the exces- 
sive cost of buildmg, and of the com- 
modities which we daily consume, is 
the fact that in Australia skilled labour 
is very scarce, and is becoming scarcer 
every year! Is ib not a fact that, under 
our Wages Board system, it has been 
made absolutely impossible for a large 
number of our growing lads to be trained 
in avocations that are useful to the 
country of which they are natives? Owing | 
to the limitation on apprenticeships, 
thousands of youths have been prevented 
from becoming skilled artisans, and in 
many instances they are forced to earn 
their living by street-sweeping, or occu- 
pations of a similar character. Honorable 
senators realize that any man who desires 


his son to become a skilled tradesman will . 


find the greatest difficulty in placing his 
lad, notwithstanding the fact that we are 


spending annually thousands of pounds ~ 
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them as 


It is a point that should be kept. 


: 


as the result? 


Industrial. 





on technical education to enable those 
boys to follow a useful occupation. What 


direction, because it is provided by law 
that in most of our industries for every 
three adults working in an industry only 
one apprentice shall be employed. What 
chances have our boys? What prospect 
have we of building up a nation if the 
bulk of our men are to be unskilled 
labourers? The only remedy is to review 
the legislation that has been passed, 
otherwise our Australian youths will be 
compelled to take a back seat, and give 
preference to skilled -artisans imported 
_ from other countries. The position I 
have outlined has a great deal to do with 
the increased cost of living. We know, 
from what we read and from what we 
have seen, that the work at present be- 
ing performed by skilled labourers is not 
to be compared in quantity. with that of 
a few years ago. 

Senator Reip.—Improved mechanical 
devices are, to a large extent, responsible. 

Senator PAYNE.—I am not referring 
to those trades where machinery is em- 
ployed to a large extent, 

Senator Senior.—The Australian work- 
man has proved himself equal , to the 
workman of other countries. 

Senator PAYNE.—I am not suggest- 
ing that the men who have had an oppor- 
tunity of becoming skilled are not equal 
to those of other countries, because our 
Australian workmen, when properly 
trained, can hold their own with any men 
on the face of the earth; but I am re- 
ferring to the opportunities of our grow- 
ing lads, who are to be the men of the 
future, and upon whom we shall have 
to depend for the sucecss of the Common- 
wealth in years to come. 
of labour will say that it is difficult to 
obtain the number. of skilled labourers 


required, and that factor is to a large ° 


extent responsible for the present high 
cost of production. We cannot wonder 
at being confronted with such a position 
when lads are prevented from following 
occupations for which they are_ best 
fitted, 

Senator SEnzor. —Specialized labour 
has a lot to do with it. 

Senator PAYNE.—That . does “not 
affect the position to which I have re- 
ferred. In every State of the Common- 
wealth the annual vote for. technical 
training is being increased, and large 
sums of money are being spent to enable 
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The door is closed in every | 


necessity of extending fair treatment 


Any employer ' 





lads to obtain the initial training which 
is so necessary. It is no exaggeration to 
say that more than 50 per cent. of our — F 
lads are excluded from taking up the ~~ 
work. for which they are receiving train a 
ing at our technical schools. 3 Wh 
Senator Rem.—That has been + brought bie 
about largely by Wages Boards and ar eed 
bitration awards. fe 
Senator PAYNE, — That may ‘be rok _ 
sponsible to some extent. It is easy. ek 
calculate that if we keep on restricting % 
apprenticeship, as at present, the propo! oe 
tion of unskilled labourers to skilled ~~ 
workmen will be greater within the next 
ten years than it 1s at present. ie 
I do not wish to delay the Senate: any 
longer. The Bill has my hearty epee os 
I know that it is an experiment, and 
I trust that, not only pubic men, but 
every member of the community, will 
take a keen interest.in its provisions, be- 
cause, after all, in it es the key to the ~ 
whole position. I trust that interest 
in the matter: will be general, be 
cause unless every member of the com- 
munity becomes concerned in questions of ~ 
this character the proposal will prove 
failure. If we can only create public 
interest and show the foolishness © 
carrying on under present conditions, an 
the necessity of bringing the workers an 
their employers together in a spirit ¢ 
conciliation, much good will result. Tg: 
time every ‘employer—I believe a gree 
many of them do at present—realized th 
























their men. If the cana are sit 


He seve in the same spirit. 
cerely trust the Bill will become an Ac 
and that the experiment which it e1 
bodies will prove a success, and ra i 


rest, which is the greatest drag on +t og 
Commonwealth at the present time. —~ 
Senator KEATING (Tasmania) [4.59 
—Like the last speaker (Senator Payne) ~~ 
I recognise that this Bill is something 8 x 
in the nature of an experiment. “I 
believe if is a well-intentioned © one, 
and YI earnestly hope that it will 
at least achieve a -modicum ‘of that 
success anticipated for it by its most sa 
guine supporters. I am supporting the 
measure because I think it will achieve 













































we Phas ot sein NEN attention, 
a Fe ederal ‘Parliament, to the powers 
hich we possess under the Constitution, 
‘legislate for conciliation. We have 


TAY 


als ‘powers in regard to legislating for , 


" Witherto we have avaetiited all out 
islative efforts in the direction of arbi- 
3 However successful arbitration 
Pe in Sohesutgoeag ae has not ‘been 


s of eaves with ecinerrial ie 
First of all, there must be an 
al dispute before the, Court can inter- 
we, and, secondly, it is necessary 
i pee etante should be one ex- 


: <Onr powers in ge to 
lation. are co-extensive with. our 
in regard to arbitration, but we 
@ not ufilized them in regard to the 

_ This is an attempt to do so, and 
a may result\in the benefits anti- 


of the Sendo tiees attendant 


ot ry have we © get the necessary .. 


a Rigo Seca dine beyond a 
gle State, but that we have been 
considerably in applying the 
inc ples of arbitration. We have 
limited by~ the human equa- 
The Commonwealth arbitra- 
vor so far, been tele- 


n abled ne re Justice Powers. 
disputes that it is possible to bring 
the jurisdiction of the Arbitration 
“pagetiak in the method and. in the 


on Act, be dealt with with anything ike 
sonable expedition by two Justices of 
Jigh Court. The result is that the list 
the Court is congested, and plaints that- 
ve been lodged tong since have not yet - 
ximated to a hearing. The dis- 
ain which these plaints originated 
n intensified, and so arbitration as 
iple has been condemned by people 
not tossuaiedy but aah bie 





de 





, do we find? 


. ter he has under consideration. 


‘contradicting one another, not merely be 


called on the one side of a dispute hay 


| he conflicting testimonies. 


1ave confined our legislative efforts, is _ 


tively by submitting such a an 


Fr eatiae the! Avheuen son Ocuah could not pos- 





sibly or humanly reach the different mat- 
ters in which its jurisdiction and autho-- 


rity had been invoked. But, going a step 


even beyond that, when matters have 

reached the J udge in arbitration, what — 
There are details con- 
cerning different industries, and some of © 
those industries have associated. with them — 
the most complicated processes. It has — 
been found necessary for the arbitration _ 
Judge to inform his mind most partieu- — 
larly in regard to these varying and com 
plicated. processes, for the purpose of 
adjudicating on the particular mat 
Wha 
been occupied in indi. 
vidual cases in going through tha 
process? Witnesses have been e¢alle 
on both sides, and they have been found 



















a time has. 





cause they are on different sides to th 
dispute. Very often the witnesses 


given to the Court what has appeared t 
It 1s a matter 
of very great difficulty for the ae | 


mind to inform itself as rapidly as the 


circumstances require is dealing with © 
matters arbitrally. It is a matter of — 
very great difficulty ,for the blank mind — 

to inform itself of all the processes of | 

an industry, because, apart from amy- 
thing else, every individual witness who 
goes before an Arbitration Court to give 
evidence as to the details of the pro- — 
cesses of an industry, always postulates 
some knowledge on the part of the Court, 
whereas it often happens that th 
mind of the ‘Court is an absolute 
blank upon the particular details of 
an industry in respect to which th 
witness is called to give evidence. These 
circumstances have all terded to ham- 
per the Arbitration Court: in iperaics ae 
with the disputes which have come before — 








“it. In any event, there is a growing feel- _ 


ing throughout the community that the © 
Court is too cumbersome and costly and 
too lengthy and involved in its processes — 
to deal with the causes of the wide- 
spread industrial unrest. J, therefore, 

think that the Government have been 
very wise in coming forward with a re- _ “ 
cognition of the powers of this Pas * 


ment to deal svith conciliation legisla ue 
as BM a 
















that before | us. now. 


Ma tarhd ccs, Cay eat g 
Wie WAG feos 


© I notice that it is not intended by this 

‘measure to abolish or supersede the Arbi- 
? “tration Court. 

_ Bill to establish machinery supplementary 

_ to, and not superseding, the machinery of 
the Arbitration Court. 


It is proposed under this 


Senator Sznior.—Antecedent to that 
machinery. i 

Senator KEATING.—It will, if effec- 
tive, prevent a great many disputes in 
connexion with which the Arbitration 
Court would otherwise be called upon to 
exercise its jurisdiction. It will antici- 
pate the action of the Arbitration Court, 
and should operate to relieve that Court 
of an immense amount of work which 
otherwise industrial differences would im- 
pose upon it. 

Senator Pratren.—Will it not also take 
up some of the responsibilities of the Arbi- 
tration Court ? 

Senator KEATING.—Undoubtedly it 
will, in the sense that it will bring the 
disputing parties together, and bring 
about awards which, under the existing 
law, can only be arrived at after an ‘in. 
dustrial dispute has actually occurred and 


has extended beyond the limits of one 


State. | 
Senator Prattren.—And the findings of 
these Councils will be registered. 
Senator KEATING.—Yes, just as the 


» findings of the Arbitration Court are re- 
gistered to-day by the Industrial Regis- 

frar. On that point I am reminded of a 
provision in this Bill which enables one 


of the authorities proposed to be consti- 
tuted under it to vary an existing award 
of the Arbitration Court which offends 
against the principles of fundamental jus- 
tice through a change in circumstances 
subsequent to the date of the award. I 
see in that provision the possibility of 
friction and collision. . It seems to me 
that it is quite possible that the Arbitra- 
tion Court may very rightly, as our 
friends the French say, ‘‘ cease to func- 
tion ’’ as a result of such action by 
Councils constituted under this Bill. 
Senator Russerz.—That difficulty to- 
day is one of the main causes of friction. 
Senator KEATING.—Not the difficulty 
to which I refer, which will not exist until 
this Bill is in operation, and one of these 
Councils undertakes to vary an award ‘of 


the Arbitration Court. 


Senator Russetu.—What I mean is 


that much of the difficulty at present ex-_ 
_ perienced is due to the fact that the cost 


of living moves faster than the awards of 


the Court, and there is now no means of 


o. 


aml: 


“Industrial = [SENATE] 


tary to and not superseding the est 
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varying awards within, the terms to w 
they apply. rem ek 
Senator KEATING.—The honorable — 





” 
ft 
‘ 


senator refers to the inability of — 
the Arbitration Court to “vary its — 


awards in certain circumstances. It 
is open to question whether the — 
best way of overcoming that difficulty 
would not be by an amendment of the 
Conciliation and Arbitration Act itself 
and not by the establishment of another 
Tribunal with the power to investigate an — 
award of the Arbitration Court, and vy: 
it without reference to that Court. 
think that we shall have to walk vy 
warily to keep these two Tribunals in 
istence if the power is given to Counei 
under this measure to inquire into a 
award made by the Arbitration Court, and ~ 
vary it without reference to that Court 
on the ground that it is no longer con- 
sonant with the principles of fundamental ng 
justice. Ler ce ae 
Recognising that the machinery to be 
provided under this Bull is. supplem Be 
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lished machinery of the Arbitration Cor 
I should like to say that I consider 
machinery and procedure s¢ iC 


tious for the purpose | ¢ 
sideration of a dispute in embryo, | 
much more economical than the presen 
process. J think, also, that it will be mue 
more radical in dealing with matters likel 
to divide employers and employees. W! 
I say more radical, I mean that those wh 
will be charged with the responsibility 
overcoming the difficulties likely to lead to 
a dispute will get right down to the root 
of the matter, because they will be per- 
sons having an intimate daily and up 
date knowedge of the questions with wh 
they will be called upon to deal. T 
will not be under any obligation to 
evidence, because they will know, from 
timate daily experience, the cireumstan 
of the industry in which they are engas 
and will be able to come to a decision w 
differences, based upon mutual knowled; 
and, let us hope, mutual tolerance a 
trust. | a a 
I notice that, in some of the speec 
made during this debate, and especial 


































te r. I agree with the 
orable senator. He traced 
torical sketch the uprising of in- 
trial unrest, especially in the United 


It is not exactly a wave that 
Se bine round the world. It seems to 
ie something more like a deluge, it is 
very extensive. It is of no use for us 
play the ostrich by putting our heads in 


a Industrial unrest has been pre- 


because, when those who were taken from 
eir normal occupations to engage in 
e activities of the various batile- fronts 


ean prevailing spirit of unrest. They 
t it very much more keenly than 
y would have done if, during the 
rs of their war service, they had 
ontinued in their ordinary occupa- 
) A. certain amount of conservatism 


can of war service, they found on their 


Wb: ae by which they were gS aatoctod con- 
au srably intensified their difficulty. 
Then we have the fact that during the 


made, immense 
rise $0858 


guise it, capitalists 
ofits. This’ _has given 


3 amongst the workers, s0- 
ey put amongst the general com- 
nity. One of the main factors 


tributing to the spirit of unrest 
“prevailing everywhere lies in the in- 
“creased and varying cost of living, coupled 
th the opportunities which the ordinary 
zen has offered to him every day of ob- 
erving the luxury, wealth, and waste 
ab is going on amongst those who made 
mense profits before. during, and since 
war. This is observable everywhere, 

ne has only to walk for half-a-mile in 
any direction in the city of Melbourne 
4 y hour of the day to note the wealth 
is being squandered and the luxury 
pone, coated in by Uiithags who 





____ [26 Avavsr, 1920.) 


man. 


jhe’ sand and blinding our eyes to existing 


tralia. 


Be a and, having he eh the excite- - 





Peace Bill. sey : 
five, seven, eight, or ar years: ago cer- 
tainly restricted their expenditure within 
economical limits, but who to-day seem to 
feel that there is no bounds to the pos- — 
sibilities open to them by reason of the 
fact that they can spend money~ which . 
they have suddenly acquired. 
Senator Prarren.—That state of © af- 
fairs is very much more marked in the 
northern hemisphere than it is here. 
Senator KEATING.—I believe that it’ 
is, and I believe that it is for that rea- - 
son that the spirit of unrest is not so — 
great in Australia as it is in other coun- — 
tries. I think that the spirit of indus+ 
trial unrest is much more marked in the — 
United States of America and in coun- 
tries. of the Old World than it is in Aus- 
We must remember that during — 
the period of the war the Government of 
the Commonwealth very wisely took con- — 
trol of many things under the War Pre- — 
cautions Act, They regulated exports 
and their sale abroad, and they limited 
prices at home. Were it not for that 
fact, I have not the slightest doubt that 
there would be in Australia to-day, not> 
a, large, buta considerable, army of people © 
who would have made immense fortunes 
out of the war, and who, by their very — 
presence and habits of luxury and waste, © 
would have intensified the spirit of unrest — 
which it is one of the objects of this mea- 
sure to, allay. © 
The cost of living has ea and 
it constantly varies. One of the diff- 
culties with which we are confronted 
at the present time is. that when. 
the workers in any particular indus- - 
try have eventually succeeded 9 Im> 
getting an audience in the Arbitration 
Court, either of the Commonwealth or of — 
the State, or before some other industrial © 
Tribunal, and have succeeded in ‘Secur- 
ing a rise in wages or a reduction in the — 
hours of labour, there is immediately a 
rise in the prices of the products of the _ 
industry in which they are employed. © 
And they do not rise merely in propor- 
tion to the increase occasioned by the — 
added ‘wages or the reduced hours, but 
far above that limit, so that the employers 
not only recoup themselves for their 
added. costs, but continue to make some- 
thing beyond that. ! 
Senator Prarren—In fairness, aia 
honorable senator should remember the . 
increasing inefficiency of labour. 


Senator KEATING.—I am not sone i 


to admit the increasing inefficiency — cons a 





senator should be fair. 
__g§. F. Guthrie said was that the ee 
Tost more. 


* 


ene BB se 


ar: but even if i did, I would still: 
"gay that the added cost put upon the 
- general public is such as to consider- 
'-ably more than compensate the employer 
for any alleged increased inefficieney of 
Jabour. 
the enhanced cost; and, in ‘saying that, I 
eall attention to one of the shortcomings 


The general publie has to bear 


of our industrial laws, both Federal and 
State. So far as a specific, body of em- 


-ployers and employees are concerned, it 


is quite possible that a dispute may be 
settled by the granting of an award. 
The employees get improved conditions 
and increased wages, and the employers 
say, “ All right, we will pass it on and 
add. a little more besides. Let the good 
old general public pay.” 

Senator Rowrrt.—That only applies 
to secondary, and not to primary pro- 
duction. 


Senator KEATING. _Posaibly : never-_ 


theless, the genera] public pays. * Sena- 
tor J. F. Guthrie aptly put the position 
last Friday. He said that, as a matter 
of facet, the worker usually pays for 
strikes; so long as he is out of work he 
loses his wages. The honorable senator 


pointed out, further, that'no matter how | 


long a strike lasted, the employer could 
sit back in this club, or ride about in his 
ear, and. wait patiently until work was 
resumed. When his employees returned, 
no matter what they may have lost, or 
what improved conditions ‘they may have 
obtained, the loss and expense were not 
his. He would merely call npon the 


general public to pay, by way of increased | 
prices, for the commodity which he had 


to sell. Thus, 


while he was recouped, 


and more than recouped, for any loss 
-oeeasioned by cessation of work, his em- 


ployees had to bear their own. losses. 
The gentral publie repaid the employer, 
and the latter tock care also to see that 
he made a profit out of the strike, by 
keeping up the added cost. 

Senator Prarren. — The honorable 
senator argues, then, that in all cases 


strikes “are not unprofitable to the em- 
_ ployer. 


Senator KEATING.—That is what 
Senator J. F. Guthrie said, in effect. 


Senator Rremw—No; the honorable 
What Senator 


the fact remains that the moment a par 


_general public.. 


_ the salaried class. \ | 










Senator KEATING. a 
the employer did not care, because, 
the strike was over, he inerease a . 
of his product to the pubhie so that. his | 4 
losses were recouped. go further and ~ 
say that the employer would maintain — 
the increased price and actually (oe by ie 
the strike of his employees.. a 

Now, in all. these disputes there i is one Pi 
party which never seems to be repre- . 
sented. JI refer to the general publie. — 
It is true, of course, that employees 
generally are members of the public; but 



























ticular industry is subjected to an award 
by which a specific body of employees 18 
benefited_all other employees in _ othe 
industries suffer as members of — ay 
Moreover, ver} 
employees who have received ooh: 
the granting of an award find, beto 
oie that their inerease in vie is 


tallies So they return. ae the — 
Court and say, “What is the good re 
granting us such and such an increase, | 
seeing ‘that the cost of living has gone t 
again ? Our wages will have to be re 
once more.’’ It appears to me that 1 
a of thing must go on indefinitely. 








cessary, whether at the proceedings of the 
Arbitration Court, or of Wages Boar 
or of the Tribunals now proposed to be: Co 


ing cick representation of the. gene 
public, ca naam if eo are to be. 


of aerate hae ahonte be’ pias 
a Department of Public Representati | 

Senator Wutison.—Should not — 
Chairman of ss Court or Board | 


the public? 
apne KEATING. a cannot 


a apiece or a Departareahy: 
Representation, whose officials 1 
tend all mquiries in which tha 


between sap and ones a he 
Senator Baxnap.—That apphes 
cularly to the sche ontinaay kn 
























3 said be ‘on 5 og is most 
feeling the effects of having to 
shoes. I emphasize that, in the 
in, there must be provision for 
“representation at inquiries of the 
ter under discussion. 
erence has been made, in another 
to the fact-that the word “ organ- 
” is used in varlous circumstances 
rout this measure. Among the 
ed oe es, nu ineaeh in this 


u: tration Halle: Bathe: than. ac- 
to that, the Government propose to 
7 the words “ recognised organiza- 

That is a very dangerous and 


s closely associated, in Tasmania, 
ease which dragged its length 
various | Courts because the State 


De the ved ““ recognised. ” 
point of law involved was that the 
» of the totalisator was forbidden, ex- 
mn various circumstances, amongst 
S, by “any duly recognised racing 
on a race-course while races were 
- taking place. Certain clubs used 
1; : 





official governing bodies—that is to 
Ee ” by the Tasmanian Rac- 
ib in the coe or the Tasmanian 


rey inted, ‘The cases niece fot 
o Court, until they reached the 


he: ey involved were aoe! 


, who a, * se gr wi 


’ nia Full Gotneé. This Tribunal held’ 


ee KEATIN Ge cide ino was! ie. 


days: a Mz. me ustice a its ‘social policy, legislation of fests of ‘ 








‘Thero were some. very. eniieay RE 


“men on the Bench, including Mr. Justice 


Dodds, and Mr, Justice McIntyre. The a a 


Bench held that the phrase in the Act 


was meaningless, in that it did not indi- 
cate by whom recognition was to be ~ 


given. We argued, ' successfully, that © 
‘recognition’? meant recognition by the — 
public. And who were the public? They 













were those people who saw fit to attend a.) 
race meeting held by a racing club, They 
actually “ recognised ’’ the racing body i In 
question as a club. The Court held that 
there was nothing in the legislation to 
restrict recognition to any official govern- 


amend tie snenite piece of legislacinay a 
providing that recognition “meant Tre 
gistration by certain authorities. To 
use at large the words, ‘‘ duly recognised. 
organization ” immediately sets up the 
qtestion, “ recognised by whom ?’” pg 
Senator Russetn.—Let us Say that 
there is a, dispute in the coal- mining in- 
dustry, and that while one organization, if 
representing 90 per cent. of the miners, ne 
will not approach the Court, another 
organization, representative of the: ‘res 
maining 10’ per cent., is willing to do so. ie 
Which body is to be recognised ? I would 
prefer to recognise the organization which 
has been recognised by “the Arbitration — 


Court. That, however, will not settle | i 
the difficulty. 
Senator KEATIN G.—No; we have — 


made provision in the Arbitration Act for 
the registration of associations as organi- — 
zations. I see the difficulty the Govem- - 
ment.arein. I see that there are men who 
do not belong to unions, who would 
desire to utilize the provisions of this Bill ° 
if it were in operation, and who, by their 
very use of it, might serve to measure 
its effectiveness and efficiency. Are we, ie 
to block them? I see the difficulty; but I 
warn the Government that they will not © 
get over it by using the ane words 

“recognised organization.” 

Senator J. D. Millen spoke on aden 
last of the industrial turmoil in the 
United States of America, and of the or- 
ganizations that have grown up there to 
‘cope with industrial, unrest, with the. Tn- . 
dustrial Workers of the World on one side, 
and huge organizations or trusts of em- 
ployers on the other. If -we are going to 
establish permanently, as a feature of st 
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- do not know whether 


it is obvious that there must be organiza- 
tion of the two parties, employers and em- 
_ ployees. 


For the purposes of our Arbitra- 
tion Act, we found it essential that there 


should, be organization on either side. The: 


Arbitration Court was not to be open for 
an individual employer and his employees 
to invoke its jurisdiction and to occupy 
its time. When we affirmed the principle 
of arbitr ation, and sought to give expres- 
sion to it in legislative and judicial 
form, we said, “ The employees In any 
particular industry may, to such and such 
a number, or more, register and become an 
or eanization. Then that organization wil 
become justiciable. I+ will be a competent 
party in the Court. An organization of 
employers to such and such a number 
may register, become an organiza- 
tion, become justiciable, and be a party 
to any proceeding under the Arbitration 
Act; but we cannot leave it to indi- 
viduals.” So, too, I think we shall be 
eonfronted with the problem of dealing 
with organizations in this case. If this 
Bill is to remain on our statute-book, and 
the Arbitration Act is to remain there, 
and various other provisions are to be 
made for meeting the cases of industries, 
employers, and ay ates I think we shall 
be confronted with the necessity of hav- 
ing on our statute-book something analo- 
gous to a companies law, but which will 
deal with industrial organizations, their 
status, their formation, their powers, their 
responsibilities, and their duties. Then, 
when these. Acts, such as the one we are 
considering, and the Arbitration Act, are 
being put into practice, only organizations 
which are registered under and conform 
with the provisions of our general indus- 
trial organizations Act, should have any 
standing. That, it seems to me} is the 
only way we shall be able eventually to 
get over the difficulty. That is the pro- 
position with which we shall be con- 
fronted if this legislation and the arbitr a- 
tion legislation are to stand. | 

Although the Bill may prove ameliora- 
tive, and, perhaps, a passing balm 
for present troubles, it seems to me 
very restricted in certain respects. I 
it is intended 
to confine it to secondary industries, 
and troubles connected with them, but 
that appears to be the effect ofthe 
Bill as it stands, especially in relation 


to a Special Tribunal Bader elanse LB. 


Senator Keating 
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industrial dispute as to which D confer- a 
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That clause provides that a al fT 
bunal shall have cognizance of “ (b) } 
ence has been held under section 18 of this — 
Act, and as to which agreement has not — 
been reached as to the whole of the dis- 
pute, and which has been referred to the — 
Special. Tribunal in accor tae with — 
section 20 of this Act.” 

Senator Prarren.—Would — Mhat i 
cover the present dispute between the ‘ 
graziers and the Australian Workers i 
Union4 ah 

Senator KEATING.—1 oot nie say. 
that; but the portion of the clause which | 
Coline is that to which I wish speciall: 
to refer. It provides that the Special Tri- 
bunal shall have power to inquire into all 
matters relevant to the dispute “from the ~ 
point of production to the final se ] 
of the commodity.” Be 

Senator Russrrr.— That is to be 
amended to read “ T'o the disposal of the 
commodity by the employer.”’ That eli- ‘ 
minates the possibility of its application | 
to every retailer. | 

Senator KHATING.—The point 4 am. 
driving at is that the Special Tribunal 1 
charged with responsibilities,» and en- 
dowed with certain powers “from the 
point of production to the final disposal 
of the commodity,” all of which seems to 
imply that its functions will bey aes tom 
secondary industries. i 









ce 
it 

























point ‘of production and the ‘inal dis i 
posal of the commodity in the event of 
dispute, say, between the bank clerks and 
the bankers of the Commonwealth ? Wha 
commodity would be involved? es 
Senator Rrrm.—The commodity : 
their labour. ae 
Senator KEATING.—I do hab th 
it would be so held. | 
Senator Russeitr.—Read parkeeien 
Senator KEATING.—I have done. 
but the subsequent wording seems to im 
ply that some ‘‘ commodity ”’ is involved 
in the industry. a 
Senator Russer1.—In many cases y 
but in others no. fel W, 
Senator KEATIN G. —This | sea 
seems to restrict the inquiry to an indu 
try in which a ‘‘ commodity ”” is ; involved | 
Senator Prarren.—Is not this Bill © 
said a to bring about a Y ere : 





production’ and - handling of a com- 
ity are involved. , 

enator Benny.—That is a power sup- 
smentary to the other two powers. \ 
Senator KEATING. —Yes; but it 
ns to me from the way in which it is 
ded to be confined entirely to those 
ustrics which I'have indicated. 

hel enator Russect.—It is a portion of 
ela ne 15, and I presume es the ae 



































ts make that Eta ia: provision 


pclear.. (i: aie 
ving regard to the position of others 


‘is, with gee limited powers. 
arious occasions on which | it was 


i during the perios of war a 


BF weties) eked pst: year for 
eae of the powers of the 
It that he was quite 
‘especial ly in those’ circum- 
Land: under those conditions. 
we find ourselves up against one of 
iggest Beeuyarions that Australia 


hing it and. Haalind with it annem 
is. measure does not in its applica- 


a ae I have no antes 5 in 


y a Hassle. — Would the honor- 
“Sean say a Bene vion been 


gt: ce feta that’ ‘have: ade ae ‘80 yes 

§ : ¢ — suecessful, even in the fields in which ites. 
apten ‘that the Soul Tribunal 

deal only with industries in which — 


| Minister announced his intention to eal 


On. 


s anticipated for it by its most san-’ 


any criticisms that may be offered. With 













was unhampered. If this Bill is not as — 
successful as we all hope, it will mark 

very strongly the necessity for a recon-— ae 
sideration of the powers of the Federal — 

Parliament. It is five years or more 

since I launched in this chamber the — 

motion for the appointment of a Conven- 
tion to consider the necessity of amend- 
ing the Constitution. It was discusse 
herent sone length, but was not finall 
dealt with. The same motion was take 
up, word for word, in another place more 
recently, and has “been discussed at: ‘ode 
times there. I am very pleased that the 
seeds sown by me five years ago. ger. 
minated, and that last year the Prim 

















a Convention to consider the need, the 
form, and the substance of amendment 
of the Constitution. I believe we shall 
find that the need for recasting ow) 
powers in regard to this all- -important 
matter, important to the whole of the 
people of Australia as a Commonwealth — 
and as States, and individually as pro- 
ducers, consumers, and’exporters, will be- 
come more apparent as the aid of the 
measure which we are now discussing is Veh 
invoked. bao ee 


Senator Prarren. — What ata 
are there now in connexion with thig: Bill 
if Inter-State disputes occur in any, in ee 
dustry ? Be 


Senator KEATING.—I am oe 
not so much about Inter-State disputes 
as about disputes generally, the limita- 
tion of prices, and the question of deal- 
ing with profiteering. These are matters 
whigh: if this Parliament had the power MS 
to deal with them, would enable us to 
approach this very complex and difficult 
problem with a greater assurance of su 
cess. 

Senator Fort.—Many of our biggest - 
disputes have been between the Gilgen 
Governments and their employees, anc 
we could not interfere with nig in any 
case. , 6 
Senator KEATING. ut amiedl as. ay 
Bill is, and recognising the need for those 
limitations, I certainly wish it every 
success. I hope that when we cons: der | 
it in Committee the Minister will give, We 
the fullest and freest consideration t 






















u VA Miah - A a, y, Ga Ren ihe ite 
Oe hs RARER BRU geT Gi attr a 
ay eh Bero Mos 3 





ale qualifications, I hanre Salesian 
| “ it, and hope that it will be attended with 


‘a “the greatest measure of success possible. 


Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 
: NBG: 50|—After listening to the very able 
address delivered by Senator Keating on 
“this, perhaps the most important ‘ques- 
tion hat can eceupy our minds, honor- 
able senators must feel, as I feel, almost 
‘as if we want time to breathe: The ques- 
tion is very involved, because, after all, 
the unrest that we complain of is not 
the product of to-day, nor. the product 
of Australian conditions alone. It is an 
inheritéd ‘propensity. 
human nature wherever it is striving to 
better its conditions. It is part of the 
uplift that is taking, place throughout the 
world to-day. Much as we may dislike 
and condemn it, ma very large measure 
we are indebted to the spirit of unrest for 
the progress which has been made in the 
world. 

Senator Prarren.—Does the honorable 
senator think that that is a bad thing. ? 

Senator SENIOR.—No. But I. think 

that a bad application has been given to it. 
‘The fact that we were dissatisfied with our 
‘slow method of locomotion led us to adopt 
swifter methods. That we were dissatis- 
fied with the slow transmission of our 
thoughts induced men to. investigate 
scientific research until finally they dis- 
covered the electric telegraph and wire- 
less. I do not believe in the gospel of 
contentment in the way that some persons 
preach it, because it is tantamount to a 
gospel of stagnation. But I do strongly 
hold that a wrong use may be made of a 
right thing. 

‘During this discussion a great deal has 
been said regarding the causes which con~ 
tribute to the existing industrial unrest. 
But what has been the position of ‘the 
world during the period within which this 
unrest has become intensified? I. suppose 
that from 40,000,000 to 80,000,000 of 
producers have been called from. produc- 
tive avocations to industries which were 
“hecessary to the continuance of the war. 
That circumstance naturally precipitated 
a scarcity of the commodities which are 
necessary to our normal life. Now, his- 
tory shows that whenever there has been a 
searcity of commodities, the prices of those 
“eommodities has increased. The result 
has been a high cost of living and the 

necessity for granting increased wages. 
Thus a vicious circle has been produced, 


yay ay 
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the cost of production, and every 


It is inherent in* 



































it te make use of an apt 
compelled to “chase ithe de 
stump.’’ The increase of we 
sarily involves an immediate 


cost of production is increased it 
necessary to grant a further ine 
wages. ‘There is, consequently, 
solution of this vexed | ‘question, 
that of ‘increased production. 
this result to be achieved? | iF 
been achieved in previous years? 
been said very many times that thi 
who can make two blades of grass a ; 
where only one grew Pree ee 
benefactor. , | 

Senator PRATTEN. —He is gre 
any politician. 


Senator seh nat = YOR M 


continues to Escanel Every i 
a strike occurs there is a’ loss « ‘od 
tion. It is not merely a loss to’ * 
employer, but-a loss to the general pu 
They are not merely losers but sv uffe 
Consequently, we have to cot $1¢ 
question from the stand-point both o 
master and of the worker. It isa 
lem which strikes at the i. 
ciety, of which man is a unit. Aft 


one, but an intern akon & one, co foe 

Wherever machinery has been ap 
to production In any | ry, 
substitution of human labour more 
human labour has been 
employed 
ever employed before. : 
of the printing press by way Re 
tration, When the first huge "strike 
place in connexion with the primti 
the Times in London consequent 1 
the introduction of steam power: ; 
ing the press, a large number x en lo 
their employment. But the application « 
that ‘machinery ultimately | i 
a multiplication of ne 
that industry. Again, 
to the textile mpeveine 
duction of the- 


Bre 


ment a number of pelts who 
using the hand loom. ‘The hi 
hold factories were obliged to ¢ 
tions, and big factories were bi 
came that ‘terrible blot in conn 
the introduction of. that 




































4 the piigepracc ‘of eae cae 


es provoked the pmtiia te emer uoien 
a, in ist the manufacturers - 





e lsymont wi children. But the point 
which I desire to stress is that the de- 
‘struction of the power loom and of the 
yitage factory eventually led to the em- 
ypent of a hundredfold more opera- 


| ‘employed previously, and ak to the 
consequent cheapening of the articles 
manufactured. 

My ae PRATEEN. —But I do not think 


Senator SENIOR.—Huxley questioned 
hether human happiness. had been 
achieved during all the progress of the 
world, and whether it would mot be better 
if ‘a comet struck this earth, and blotted 
it out of existence. 
the point with which I now desire to deal. 
If we are prepared to profit from the 
essons of the past, we shall find that there 
re two things which lie at the root of 
this’ problem. The first is that we need 
adopt measures which will increase pro- 
duction. Instead of men ceasing work 
when an industrial trouble arises, they 
should continue their operations. 

‘Senator Prarren.For the benefit of 
the whole community, and not of any sec- 
tion of it. / 

"Senator SENIOR.—Exactly. I wel- 
come the introduction of this Bill because 
under it, instead of men ceasing work 
when a dispute arises, they will continue 
to work while it is being settled. Advert- 
ing again to the introduction of the power 
‘loom in the Old Country, I would remind 
honorable senators that one condition ob- 
tained then which does not obtain to-day. 


AT ; 
laboured side by side. There was a com- 
radeship between them—a friendly feel- 
oe: They ate, as it were, the same food, 
3 were sheltered by the same roof, they 
ae ured the same hardships, and they 
ere partners if prosperity came their 
ay. The man and his master knew each 
ther—they knew each other’s troubles. 
hat was a primitive stage certainly, but 
lere' is no reason why the feeling which 
as. then, ee heh should not be ex- 


3 employment of children in the fac. 


However, that is not_ 





_ Penoe Bill. 


i hated hick has Satie place conse 
quent upon the introduction of the limited — 


liability company. That has meant that 
the master knows not his workman. 


oe i Aad 


There is a Pharaoh on the throne who 


knows not Joseph. To the former his 
employee is just a ‘‘hand,’’ and if there 


is any word in our language which is ob- 


jectionable to me it is the word ‘‘ hand” 
as applied to a human being, because it 
seems to entirely eliminate the idea of a 
brain and a heart. Until employers re- 
cognise that the human factors 


selves, 
dustrial peace. IT 


is its aim. So long as parties which are 
opposed to each other are permitted to 


remain in conflict, so long as there is pre- 


sented to them a battle-field rather than 


with » 
which they have to deal are men of like 
passions and kindred feelings with them-— 
there! is no hope of achieving in-- 
welcome the introduc- 
tion of this Bill because T believe that that” 


a place where they may reason together, 


so long will there be division and disputes 


and disruption. 


Senator Rowriti.—And the professional 


agitator. 
Senator SENIOR.—So long, too, will 


there be a field for the professional agi- 


tator. 
two parties sit, at the same table, and pre- 
sent their'cases calmly and dispassionately, 
there is every reason to believe that a 
speedy solution of their difficulties will be 
found, There are two sides to every ques- 
tion. Very often there is. ground for a 
feeling of unrest amongst workmen, and 


it is only right that the master should 
lt is equally 
right that the men should be made ac-. 


know what that ground is. 


quainted’ with the difficulties with which 


their master has to contend. I have been 
a servant myself, and I know the. differ- 


ent treatment that can be meted out as 
between one employer and another. When 
I was employed by a man who recognised 
that I was a human being, there was no- 
thing that I was not prepared to do for 
him. With me it was not then a ques- 
tion of the hours of labour, or of the 
amount of work that I would ‘do for him. 
I felt that for the time being the very 
best that was in me belonged to him. 
If we recognise this, and endeavour to 
settle industrial disputes by calmly plac- 
ing the position before the Tribunals to 


be appointed, I believe we shall be going — 


a long way towards solving one of our 
greatest problems. The Bill itself pre- 
sents a good many difficulties, and I 


But when representatives of the 


of ndasrial 





believe it is one of the most important 
that has been brought before the Senate 
during the present session. Its provi- 
Sions will have very far-reaching effects. 

Senator pe Larcir.—We want. new 
ideas; not the old stuff. 


Senator SENIOR.—Yes, new  occa- 
sions inspire new thoughts and involve 
new duties. I do not think we can re- 
gard the Bill as an experiment, as has 
been suggested by some honorable sena- 
tors. It has been said that the 
measure merely provides for the es- 
tablishment of glorified Wages Boards, 
but I do not think that such is the case: 
I believe it is the desire of the Govern- 
ment to act honestly in this connexion, 
and as the measure has been framed on 
common-sense and humane lines, there is 
a possibility of it doing an immense 
amount of good. 


In the first place, the danger seemed 
to be centred on the appointment of the 
ehairmen of the different Boards or Tri- 
bunals to be established, and it has been 
suggested that it would be wise to leave 
the work’ entirely in the hands of a 
High Court Judge to avoid the slightest 
suspicion of any political influence or 
bias. The question arises as to whether 
that would be an improvement, because 
High Court Judges are appointed by the 
Governor-General in Council, and _ it 
therefore comes right back to. the same 
point. After all, the Government must 
take the responsibility in the matter, and 
if an appointment is a wrong one, the 
public must punish the Government for 
the wrong done. The Bill provides for 
the shortest and most effective means of 
accomplishing our object. : 

The question of the powers to be 
vested in Boards or Tribunals, and how 
far their investigations shall go also de- 
mands consideration. We have heard a 
good deal recently of the investigations 
of the Basic Wage Royal Commission, 
where certain witnesses had to reveal 
private information to the public in a 
manner that was degrading in our pre- 
sent-day civilization. 

Senator Prarren.—Some of the evi- 
dence was like light comedy. 

Senator SENIOR.—It was full of 
tragedy, after all. 


Senator Pratten.—I did not sea much 
tragedy in it. 


[SENATE.] 








Senator SENIOR. ote was: soak 
that was tragic in it, because many men 
who are as honest as myself, Senator 
Pratten, and others, were compelled tou 
answer ‘questions concerning their mode | 
of living in the minutest detail. Many m 4 
of the witnesses abhor the idea of charity, 
and naturally hesitated before giving evi- 
dence because of the inquisitorial natura 
of the investigation. It is unreasonable 
and unjust to bring it down to the level ~ 
that a man shall be allowed only suffi- 
cient for a bare existence for himself and 
his family, Nea a 

Senator Pratren.—Does not a. oe 
orable senator admit that a good’ deal of ‘ 
the evidence was exaggerated ? aed 


Senator SENIOR.—Is it n S ousitlel “ | 
that the inflated prices mentioned were 
forced from the witnesses because of the 
nature of the questions submitted to 
them? Does it not strike honorable sena- 
tors as strange that men like ourselves” 
should say that the remuneration of others 
should be only sufficient to enable is 
to exist ? 

Senator Pratren. — The 
senator is evading the point. — 

Senator SENIOR. — We have tee 
reached that stage in our civilization 
when the remuneration of a man who 
works for another should be based on a 
bare living allowance. He is entitled to — 
enjoy a share of the profits Peat by 


his own labour. 


Senator Prarren.—We do not deny 
that. * 


Senator SENIOR.-And yan #he aaa 
vestigation was conducted on that basis, 


Senator Pratren.—By the direction « 
the Government. 


Senator SENIOR. oy does not snistt 
whether it was by the direction of th 
Government or not; and Senator Pratten — 
knows that his better. nature rebels 
against the procedure that was adopted 
When the witnesses were questioned so 
closely it was only natural that they would — : 
make comparisons; and the Court was 
asked to value the profits and perquisites 
as well as the motor cars, sumptuous 
dinners and luxuries generally that are en- 
joyed by others. We must put the posi- 
tions of the two parties side by side, 
luxury on one hand and poyenaen on the 































honorable 





other. 







»p epee 


(ae 
abe 


ator sie. —I give fis Rae 


a life of a man who is asking for a 
wage, he has the right to ask why 
s should. be allowed to enjoy luxuries, 
Yi 0 say that he has been a partner 
h his employer and should share to 
extent in the profits he has assisted 
oduce. . > 


ator ioe itaeah Will not this Bill 


e Tribunals to be pian ie it will 
necessary to inquire so closely into 
; vate i lay of the men. ‘There 
Seis are 


They should 





Pe. 
o-operation in the truest sense, and 
: measure: achieves ee ital we 


x stances, as ihe situation i is Poe more 


than we conceive it to be.* What 
position confronting us to-day? 


_ of yaee: ‘trimmers are allowed in 














I am simply mentioning this 
ow ~how close we are to what 
e a great catastrophe. A certain 
r of trimmers are required, 2nd 
have been granted, and yet we see 
anger of the whole of -our coastal 
pe being held up ata time when 


2, but Tam “che generally with the 
a tion that confronts us... We should 
pr ach, this measure, with a sesie to 









ae beter yal gS rare oe that reason 


‘ welcome the Bill, because I believe 


heal 


2 step i in 1 the ak direction, I shall 


oa ‘all T van si ae in nee: 4 the 
10 means of preventing and settling the in- 
_. dustrial disputes which are $0 reas 




























ommission i inquires into the minutie 


tice Ewing. 


there should 


oe Navigation Act a certain . 


nebulous. 






to-day. 


Debate (oa motion: by 
PratTeN) adjourned. 


“Senator 


ADJOURNMENT. 


ake Renee 
TERRITORY. Me. 


Motion (by penauen Russent.) Pr 
posed— — ¥ 


That the Senate do now Pei iieg 


question I Eaptied. to the Minister re ‘ 
presenting the Minister for Home and 

Territories with reference to the sonia my ae 
men concerned in the report of Mr. Jus- 
These gentlemen, through 
their legal advisors, bee submited: an 
application to the Government, asking” 
that their case might be considered by. 
some other Commissioner, and, accord- 
ing to the reply I received to-day 
there is no possibility of their re-- 
quest being acceded. to. It would 
appear from the answer that there 
is no possibility of these men rect 
justice unless they are prepared to raise 
a riot or make a_ general disturbance — | 
concerning the decision that has’ ete . 
arrived at. According to the information — 
that 1s contained in “the correspondence, 
it seems that these officers have a very — 
just cause of complaint. IL am informed 
that the position of Commissioner to in- 
quire into the conditions existing in the e 
Northern Territory was deliberately Re 
sought by Mr. Justice Ewing, who came 
from Tasmania and. button-holed Minis- 
ters in order to obtain the appointment, 
evidently with the idea of gaining no- 
toriety. Under such circumstances, what 
chance have the men of getting justice? 




















made against them Everything was De 
If they had been confronted 
with definite charges Lng at Laas . 
















sidoneay thie honotable senator shouk 
remember that, from the 





Patt if Ta xe 


8856 ‘ Adjournsment. | 





point of view, they scene their posts. 
_ There was no hearsay about that, 
Senator ELLIOTT.—So far. as one 
“can judge, they were compelled by armed 
force to leave the Northern’ Territory. 
Possibly it would have been more heroic 
for them to have died at their. posts; but 
it is questionable whether the terms of 
their employment called for such devo- 
tion to duty. 

Senator Hznprrson.—Or whether it 
would have been profitable. 

Senator Russrri.—It would certainly 
have been uncomfortable. 

Senator HKLULIOTT.—We. have 
that other persons who were given an op- 
portunity. to meet definite charges, and 
yet were convicted and sentenced, were, 


because of an agitation which they were, 


able to engineer in certain quarters, 
given the privilege of having their cases 
reheard by this same gentleman, and, as 
a result, a certain number of them have 


again been turned loose upon society. I: 


would be a bitter criticism of Democracy 
if men of that type could. secure a re- 
hearing of their case whilst gentlemen 
of the type of the administrators of the 
Northern Territory should be unable to 
secure from this Government a chance to 
rehabilitate themselves im the eyes of 
society. 

There is no doubt in my mind ‘daa 
the Royal Commissioner deliberately 
sought this opportunity to gain noto- 
riety by ingratiating himself with a cer- 
tain class of persons who he foresaw, or 
imagined that he foresaw, ‘would be 
likely to gain power in the ‘Common- 
wealth, and to whom he was looking for 
promotion, perhaps, to the High Court 
Bench, or for some important appoint- 
ment, 
of damning these gentlemen, who have 
had no reasonable opportunity to clear 
themselves. I should greatly dislike to 
move a vote of censure upon the Govern- 
ment in connexion with: this matter; but 
1 suggest to them that, as a matter of 
justice, these men should have their ap- 
peals listened to, and, if it is at all pos- 
sible, they should be given the oppor- 


tunity they desire to clear their charac- 


ter, In order that they may make a fresh 
start in life. - 


Question resolved in the aici 
Senate adjourned at 6.25 p.m. © 


REPRESENTATY VES. 1 Settement of 


seen. 


For that reason he took the.course - 









The CrerK reported the - : 
absence of Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Dzrury SpPHaKker (He 
Chanter) took the chair at 
and read prayers. 


SETTLEMENT OF SOLD : 


Mr, MARR.—I ask the Treasure 
ther the Geyernment of New South} a ee 
have declined to settle any hee ae 
on the land, alleging as their reason that ae 
no more money Is availelen A . 


Mz, JOSEPH COOK —I Hf youl 





























occurred is ee to no toe of the Com- | 
monwealth Government. At the last Con- 
ference between Commonwealth and [oe 
Ministers, a definite undarstandyy 2 


soldier Rea and pia: the iin 
rests, so far as I know, 
no recaleitraney ¢ on the part of eis! Go- 
vernment. 


NORTHERN PERRITORY : 
OFFICIALS, (7a 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY: up vial ist | 
know if Professor Gilruth, Judge Bevan, 
and Mr. Carey, who were found by a 
Royal Commission guilty of maladminis- 
tration, are still drawing their salaries 
Has the Government taken, or does it 
propose to take, any action in regard 1 
them ? ae 

Mr. POYNTON.—The statement 
not correct so far as Professor big 
is concerned; but it is correct 1 
to the other two. The matter 
before the Crown Law authorities, 
recommendation I saw this morning fe 
the first-time. That reeommendati OY 
be placed hetore the Cabinet. 


POLLUTION OF SYDN EY 1 | 


Mr. MARKS.—1I again draw 
to the continued age a 


kinds: Pal I am s% 
the explanation of . the Hin 
Joseph Cook) given when he wi 
ister for the Navy, and with the ¢ 
assurance of my good friend Con 


























resq, who i is in, tee of ike aed 
at he is doing everything possible, but 
mnsiders that merchant ships might also 
esponsible. I ask the Minister for 
Ne avy, however, if he. will . confer 


hing may “be done ag abate the 
What was “our lovely 
is ee “our jan 


is causing the trouble, because the 
ction has been given that oil and 
debris are not to be emptied into the 
harbor; and quite recently one of our 
els went a considerable distance out- 
the Heads to discharge bilee-water. 
Sydney Harbor Trust should look 
a matter that is its own affair. 
Mr. Marxs. — But the Royal Aus- 
an Navy is getting the blame for 
at is occurring. 


er any blame properly attaches 


: BUDGET. 
t, AUSTIN CHAPMAN—In the 


| a one Sn, bes Budget ? 
JOSEPH COOK.—Very shortly, 
oe The: preparation of my state- 


oo” 


the a, upon notice— 


‘Or. ‘allowance in lieu 
i, form nat of the izducements for men 
 ¥o join the R.A.N., cannot better arrangements 

®@ made by the official victualling staff at Gar- 
Island to enable the crews of the ships at- 
to the Penguin. to obtain all the provi- 
required by the crews of such vessels at 
tract prices, instead of, as at present, leay- 
i y portion of the actual catering in the hands 
fa Maltese canteen tenant whose charges are 

riably the same as, if not more than, those 
22 mg. oe aah in the ordinary erage a 


LAIRD SMITH, ae shall Se 








"Mr. LAIRD SMITHThe answers ee 
the honorable member's questions are as 
follow :-— . 


1. Careful’ inquiry proves that ag discontent 
exists, A 

2. The present arrangements are detiatunicaie if 
Since the introduction of the increased ration — 
allowance the actual catering is in the hands’ 
of the men themselves, who purchase fresh pros 
Visions through the canteen tenants. The pre,” 
sent tenant is considered perfectly nee gh 
tory, as he has been unanimously re-elected, 
during the last fortnight by the men’s corns 
mittee, 


REWARD FOR OIL iacoreaal a 
Mr. CORSER asked the Prime Minis- Fa 


ter, upon notice— : ie : 


1. Whether the Government has yet Joomenys 
when the increased reward of from £10,000 to 
£50,000 for the discovery of payable oily which — 
has been foreshadowed, will be made avail, 
able? Lay 

2. Is the statement correct which apponrede 
in the Brisbane Daily Mail of the 5th June | 
last, purporting to be made by the Minister 
for Mines, Queensland, that at the opening of 
the recent Conference of Premiers, the Primal’ 
Minister, in emphasizing the great need for the’ | 
discovery of petroleum deposits in Australia, 4 
stated that the Commonwealth would be pre- — 
pared to subsidize prospecting to the extent — 
of £1 for £1? 

3. If so, will he say when the condition will - 
be made known and the money made. “avail> 
able? 


Mr. HUGHES.—The answers to. tha 
honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
low :— 


1. No. The honorable member is probably 
referring to a statement made by me during | 
the course of the debate on the Anglo-Persian 
Oil Bill, when I indicated that I was prepared — 
to favorably consider the question of Semis: xe 
ing the reward from £10,000 to £50,000. . 

2. At the Premiers’ Conference in May last, 
when inviting the co-operation of the States in. 
regard to prospecting for oil, I intimated that 
the Commonwealth was prepared to diseuss the, _ 
matter on a £1 for £1 basis, but no decision — 
was arrived at on the matter. Me 

3, See reply to No. 2. Hee ei ae t 










Pd : “4h suey ey aya) 
PENSIONS. er ae a 
Tnvatm, Orp-ace, AND Brrmnp Crime. 
Paweox s—Wipows AND CuiLpREN— i 
Hosprrat INMATES, eee ins 


Mr... MAKIN ase the Treasurer, _ 
upon notice— , 


1. Whether the Government infea to. snend 
the Invalid and Old-age Pensions Act this Ses- - 





/ sion, so as to provide for an increased earnin 
. allowance in view of the men, cost of eta 





- Pensions. 
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2. Also to amend the Act to enable the pen- 
gion, without deductions, to be given as a 
‘right to blind people? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK. — These ques- 
tions are still under the consideration of 
the Government. 


Mr. McDONALD asked the ies 


upon notice— 


In view of the probable surplus of revenue 
to the extent of five or six millions, will he 
take steps to increase the invalid and old-age 
pensions to £1 per week? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—It is regretted 
that the financial position will not’ per- 
mit of the increase suggested being 
granted. The Government is, however, 
considering the question of increasing 
the amount permitted to be earned by 
pensioners. | 


Mr. STORY (for Mr. BurcHett) 
asked the Prime Minister, upon notice— 


1. Whether he has received a letter from the 
Women’s Labour Branch, Midland Junction, 
Western Australia, dated 6th August, relative 
to the granting of pensions for widows and 
orphans? 

2. If so, what action does he Preeers to take 
in ‘the matter? 


Mr. HUGHES.—The answers to the 


honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
low :-— 

1.) Yes, 

2. It is regretted that the financial re- 
sources of the Commonwealth do not permit 
of the introduction of a system of pensions 
for widows and children. 


Mr. CORSER 


asked the Treasurer, 
upon notice— 


1. Is it a fact that in cases where old-age 
pensioners become patients in the hospitals 
their pensions cease temporarily? 

2. Is it a fact that twenty-eight days after 
the pensioners’ admission, the hospital authori- 
_ ties can claim 1s. 6d. per day for their ymain- 
tenance for the balance of their stay? 


3. Is it a fact that many hospital commit-| 


tees find a great difficulty in providing the 
necessary means for the upkeep of their in- 
stitutions? “= 

4. Under such circumstances, will he cause 
the full amount of the. old-age pension to be 
made available to the treasurers of the hospi- 
tals from the date of the entry of the a 
sioner to the hospital? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I am consider- 
Ing this matter in connexion with ques- 
tions submitted to me by the honorable 
member for Lilley (Mr. Mackay); on Fri- 
day last. 


Dp Mr. 


‘Ing securities is made by the Gover 


Onder Gee Avoron Goma 


later, 







WAR LOAN corre iy 
MAKIN’ nskoa’ tbe Treasurer, 4 


upon notece— ae 


1. Whether the Government. will apieidde: the an 
advisability of providing an annuity for per ou 
sons. who desire the same by converting war 
loan moneys or sums at present held at call 
or on fixed deposit in the Commonwealth a: 
Bank? Y 

2. Whether the Government will © jscanuin ‘Sa 
what provision for annuities to persons hold- 
uments of 


ew tee oh 
























Queensland and of the Dominion of 
land? 


| Sir JOSEPH COOK—The | uae 
to the honorable member’s quesons are 
as follow: — | 


quested to furnish this information. 


WAR GRATUITY. - oe 
Mr. BURCHELL asked the Prime 


Minister, upon notice— , int 
Whether, in view of the fact that ihe actual 
expenditure on war gratuities is now a known ~ 
quantity, he will introduce an amending Bill 
to include in gratuity payments members of 
the Royal Australian Naval Brigade, who by 
the terms of their enlistment in that brigade — 
were prevented from enlisting in the Austtas 
lian Imperial Force? i! 


Sir-JOSEPH COOK.—tThis ae si 
was given every consideration when the 





REPOR’. 


upon ees 

1. Will he ascertain from the 4A 
General—(a) were the A.I.F. accounts i 
England and abroad audited by his Depa 
ment; (b) were any pay-sheets missing, — 
to what amount? - 


placing before Parliament 
General’s report for 1918-1919? G iy 
3. Is the staff, in the opinion of the Adige 
General, sufficient in an efficient and ‘expedi 
tious manner to cope with the work to be 
performed ? ie 
Sir JOSEPH COOK. —The ‘answers — 
to the honorable member’s is: Sac a 
as follow:— 


1. This information is being cbtathed’ 
the Auditor+General, and will bee balay 






































he report was Pot eee, on 24th Octo- 
19, when the last Parliament was dis- 
it was, however, presented to the 
nt Parliament on the first Hey of sitting, 
26th February, 1920, 
. See answer to No, 1. 


WHEAT POOL. 


, FLEMING G asked the Prime Min- 
, upon notice— 


view of the recent Canterehos of those 
trolling the wheat “ Pool,’ can he inform 
“House as to what the position now is in 
d to future dividends? 


HUGHES.—The recent 
id not discuss the gle of fur- 


BOOTS FOR CADETS. 
. CHARLTON asked the Minister 


Whether it is a fact that boots have not 
mn supplied to cadets for training purposes 
a considerable period? 

Tf so, will he take action to have boots. 
lied as early as possible? - 


ir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—The an-, 
ae the honorable member’ S questions 


For a Puneet Baa boots have 
Elie only to those cadets who could 
itted from stocks available. For reasons of | 
economy, and in view of the pending change in 
th ystem of Senior Cadet training, no new 
to ; of boots for issue to Senior Cadets have - 
ybtained for some time. 

. Yes.. Boots or shoes will be supplied on. 
rorized Scales as soon as funds are made 
ible, and in accordance with the system 
ining decided upon. 


md 50 per cent. at of the Papel 
ae on Australian wool is likely to be 
paid? 
x ‘HUGHES.—No: but I am ad- 
essing a further cable. to the Secretary 
State for the Colonies on the matter 


ee ee a LAND 
SETTLEMENT. 


4 ee it is aorta do: increase the: 


3 and ah dceg i UGS £625, to £1, 000% 


u at OORT 2 ‘Aveust, 1920.] Pacific Mail Contract. - 


om the Commonwealth to the States for | 
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2. If so, as the amount of £625 is weneicie 
regarded as being insufficient, will the Minis- 
ter endeavour to make a portion of the addi- 


tional sum also available to the soldicn we 
settler ? 


Mr. POYNTON.—The answers to ia ‘ 


honorable member’s question are as fol- 4 
low :-— 


1. The agreement provides that the Commons? : 
wealth shall advance to the States the sum of 
£625 per settler (on the average) as working 
capital, and that a further sum equal to £375 
per settler will be made available in connexion 
with soldier settlement for works, &e., ape 7s 
proved by the Commonwealth. It is not pro- 
posed to further increase the loan of £625 per 
Settler now made available, which amount was 
eben from £500 early in 1919. 

2. See No. 1. 







PACIFIC MAIL CONTRACT. 


Mr. STORY (for Sir Roserr Bust) Se 
asked the Prime Minister, upon notice— 

With reference to replies made by him on 
the 28th July and the llth day of August to 
questions by the honorable member for Kooyong : 
concerning the new mail contract with Messrs. 
Burns, Philp and Company, will he inform the Bis 
House— Oe 

1. On what grounds the Government agreed 
that the present rates were to be in- vn 
creased in the first instance by 20 oe 
per cent.? 

2. Whether the Government consulted the — 
Controller of Shipping as to in- 
creasing such rates, and did that 
officer report that such an increase 
was reasonable? ny 

3. That in the event of the Government: Pee 
not having consulted the Controller 
of Shipping, under what authority — 
are Messrs. Burns, Philp and Com- 
pany now charging 20 per cent. in- coe 
crease. s 

4. Will the Government take the necélegs 
steps to have the rates and fares: ; 
fixed on a reasonable basis? 








Mr. HUGHES Ths answers to Mees 
honorable member’s questions are as fol- ‘ 
low :— . a 


1. The alternative of such increase was ‘tle. as 
payment of a very much higher subsidy. The : 
increase was approved after careful considera- : 
tion of all the circumstances, and was intended 
to assist in covering the increased expense of © 
running the mail steamers. The honorable — 
member is probably aware that, with the re- 
lease of Inter-State shipping, the Inter-State 
rates were increased by 20 per cent. 


-2, No. The Controller had already spproree i 

of an increase of 20 per cent. in the coastal — is 
freights, and with this increase, the rates” are 
‘gtill below those charged on the coast for 
shorter journeys. 











* 


3. ‘The increase has been meee ie the 
Government as incidental to the making. of a 
new mail contract with Messrs. Burns, Philp 
and Company, which took effect from Ist 
ARO August, 1920. 

4, It is considered that er Ai passenger 
"rates are reasonable. 







PERTH TELEPHONE SERVICE. 


Mr. FOWLER asked the Postmaster- 
General, upon notice— 


1. Whether, as a consequence of the admitted 
mechanical shortcomings of the Perth auto- 
ase telephone service many calls are futile? 


. If so, will the Minister give instructions. 


aon while the service is in this imperfect con- 
dition a reasonable deduction will be made to 
subscribers? . 


Mr. WISE Ht MESES are being ah Ab, 
and replies will be furnished as soon as 
possible. 

COMMONWEALTH SHIPS. 
“ Burnsipp”’ anp “ Brarsipe” 

Mr. MAHONY asked the: Minister in 
charge of shipbuilding— , 


1. By whom were the Commonwealth inoue 


ships Burnside and Breeside built? 

2. What money was paid by the Common- 
wealth for the building of these two ships? 

3. What use is being made of these two ships 
at present? ) 

4, Were any arrangements made for the sale 
of the two ships mentioned 2 

"6. If so, with. whom were the arrangements 
made? 

6; What were the Loadeuinen of sueh arrange- 
ments of sale as to price, &¢e.? 

7. Has the sale of such ships been oh cat 

8. If not, why not? 

“Mr. HUGHES.—The answers to the 
honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
low :— , 
“1. "fhe vessels ‘are being built by Messrs. 
Kidman and Mayoh, contractors, at Ryde, New 
es Wales. 

. The amount paid to date is £112,320 
io 10d. 
- The vessels have not yet been completed. 

A Arrangements have been made for the sale 
ef these two vessels when completed. 

5. Arrangements were made to sell the vessels 
to. Messrs. Burns Philp and ‘Company. 

6. The price at which it was arranged the 
Mondale should be sold to Burns Philp and Com- 
pany was £90,000. 

- °T See answer to No. 3. 
'* 8. See answer to No. 3. 
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neler to be Rees 


Peace Treaty— 
Germany— 


Governments "of the “Unit 
America, Great Britain, 
regard to: the occupation - 
Rhine _Territories—Agreeme 
the United States of A 
gium, the British Empire, 
-and Germany with regard 
tary occupation of. Sig! 
sailles, 28th June, 1919. a 
Poland— i 
Treaty of Peace between 
States of America, the ‘ t 
France, Italy, and - Ja 
Signed | at, Versailles, $ 
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PING Bacco sneane 


Question—That Mr. Spea | 
leave the chair, Pa that ‘the 


ecened. } 
Mr. CHARLTON (iene si 


desire to bring under the 1 




























































some time past difficulty has been 
ies, by the pie dang societies 


otic ae rhek iW inten cient fer 
mplaint still exists. For instance, the 
Cessnock society: is unable to get any- 
ung like a fair and adequate supply, 
the secretary in a letter which I have 
eived to-day says— 


wish to. bring under your notice ee for 
eral weeks we have only been able to obtain 
small quantities of sugar in comparison 
the turnover of the above society, which 
mw grocery only is at the rate of approximately 
00 per annum, — 

om observation and information received, 
ZT am of the opinion that several storekeepers 
his district are receiving larger quantities 
Sugar than we do, and their tuxnover is 
msiderably less. — 

Our normal requirements are approximately 
tons per week, and for the last six weeks we 


tirements of 1,500. families (approximately 
4 tons). When you take into consideration 
4 we supply practically the whole of the re- 

Re of the above families, it must be 


m the New South Wales Co- aa tae Whole- 
» Society, Newcastle. 

Personally, the writer would like to know if 
on this account that the society’s sugar is 
ved. in such small quantities? 

I have been requested by certain members of 
Committee to point out that in their 
inion we are not receiving a fair. distribu- 
y of sugar, and “several “shareholders are 
aking about taking industrial action unless 
‘receive sugar in larger quantities, in the 
ure than we have in the last few weeks. 
rusting that you are in a position so that 
will be able to take steps and try to get 
3 matter rectified, and stop any thought of 
ustrial action. 


Lope that some effort will ic made to 
— sia es in: this matter. The 


‘ society mot receiving k Breater ae is 
the fact that it obtains its sugar direct 
rom the co-operative wholesale com- 
any, but T know, and I think the Min- 
er knows, that when that company was 
ablished some years ago it supplied 
ee ste tan sorietios in ‘ee New- 


= alien it aid et a (ohege +e was 


iad 


y many people. — 


ee, fhe ie ait wont. wb avhich 


was given be the Colonial Supe Hegaiun: 


Company. to. other customers. T do not 

know whether that sen Ya has heen 

reetified. (hs Bah 
Mr. Warxins.—The Minister | pe. 


mised’ me that it would be rectified. 

Mr. Greenv.—So far as I know, every 
customer who takes upwards of a speci-_ 
fied quantity receives the same rate ae 
discount. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—It must ee evident - 
that the wholesale co-operative company 
would take the specified quantity, hecause 
it is a very big concern. There is an- 
other difficulty which suggests that for 
some reason or other the Colonial ‘Sugar. 
Refining Company is working in har- 
mony with other storekeepers to the 
detriment of the people interested in the 
co-operative society. Local storekeepers | 
who have, not anything like as big a tum 
over as has the co-operative society. are 
yet able to get greater supplies than, ane 
allowed. to the society, which is thus - 
placed at a disadvantage. Many cus- 
tomers who require sugar are obliged to. 
ge elsewhere, and the stovukomper says. to 
them, “TI cannot supply you with sugar 
unless you purehase your other aie 
from. me.’ 

‘Mr. Maxweun.—Thatis what ‘the store: 
keepers do say. 


Mr. CHARLTON. That ought not to 
be permitted. The Government have con- 
tro] of sugar supplies, and there should be — 
no differentiation between a co-operative 
store and any other. Every store should 
get, in proportion to its requirements, a 
fair share of the supplies available. 
There can be no complaint if that is. 
done, but it would appear that 
some. traders are able to get adequate 
supphes. of sugar while others can: ret 
nothing like the quantity required for 
the purposes of meeting the demands of 
their customers. Co-operative stores are 
particularly affected, especially’ the 
wholesale co-operative concerns, which 
have recently been established in. an 
effort. to cut out the middleman, but 
which are meeting with great obstacles. 
As the Government control the distri- 
bution of sugar,-this obstacle at least 
could be removed. The Government 
ought to be able to tell the Sugar Re-. 
fining Company to act fairly, and in the — 
event of a shortage to distribute the | 
amount of ia available in or 

























pr portion to all traders. I appeal to 
the Minister to put the supply of sags 
a more satisfactory basis. _ 

Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
[2.52]—The other day I moved the 


adjournment of the House to deal with 
the unsatisfactory distribution of sugar. 


I can assure the Government that I did 


not do so merely for the purpose of. 
obstructing business, 
is among a lot of traders 


> the 
assured us that all purchasers of half a. 


_ rebates, 








_ fair share of sugar. 


but because there 

g considerable 
difficulty in obtaining supplies. Of 
course, I realize that a Minister cannot 
be expected to go into all the details 


of everything connected with his Depart-. 


ment, but he is supposed to have some 
officers under him on whom he can rely 
for information concerning those de- 
tails; and when it is said that the dis- 
| tribution of sugar is unfair, I think he 


ought to take steps to discover what is 


the real position. It is useless for him 
simply to say, “T have received such 
and such information from my officers,’ 


that being an end of the matter a 


far as he is concerned. The case I men- 
tioned the other day was that of a man 
who, as is well known by those asso- 
ciated ‘with him and others trading in 
the district, has not been getting his 
When the House 
was dealing with the sugar agreement 


Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) 


ton of sugar could secure the full rebate. 
Mr. Greene.—That was not the pro- 
mise. He said that purchasers could go 


straight to the Colonial Sugar Refining 


Company and get their sugar, and that 
they would get a full rebate according to 
the quantity they bought. ‘The rebate is 
not the same for half a ton as it is for 
100 tons. | 

Mr. MATHEWS.—My memory is that 
half a ton was fixed as the minimum on 
which the full rebate would be given, 
and that quantities beyond half a ton had 
to be secured through some wholesale 
house. However, since I raised this 
matter last week, I Have received numer- 
ous letters emphatically asserting that 
the writers have not got their full 
although they have _ pur- 
chased half a ton of sugar. It 
would appear that although they have 


and 
pur- 


they could only get a few bags, 
although in the aggregate their 


j aes 32 jameounted to half a a the fay fe 





by the stress of war conditions, the 


offered to purchase half a ton at a time, 





heard of the difficulties whi 
suffering in thé matter of « 
plies of sugar. If they have - 
complaints in this ‘direct 
are indeed very fortunate. 
the traders know that it is u 
approach them, because, being u 
thumb of the Government, they | 
care about kicking over the trace 
ever, this is not a party question. 
honorable member for Hunter 
Charlton) did not raise the matter” 
such, and I Have not done so. 4 | 
on a matter of this kind honorable mem 
bers on both sides of the House oug 
be able to add to the information al 
put forward, and the Minister o 
to be pleased to get it. ae 

Thousands of our soldiers w 
overseas have not been repatriate 
Great Britain; they are missing; | 
fortunately, many. of them — 
pendants in Australia who 
quite unprovided for. I quit 
the difficulty of the Depart 





































































found guilty of some crime o -misde 
meanour, but it is unfair to ‘pen 1a: 
the dependants of those men. Som 


the Front dn years, and Mee Ge 
selves to be good soldiers. Be ri 
torious conduct was brought under the 
notice of their superiors. H 
after distinguishing themselves 


way, through some cause brough 


mitted offences, not only militai i 
also civil, and, in order to evade punis! 
ment, they deserted. Their depe dan 
here were, of course, maintainec 
Defence: Department until the — 


tion was cabled out that the 


depen and allotment paymen 
suspended -~until the men wer 
again. The payments were restored ° 
and continued until the offender 
punished and discharged, after w 
dependants received no furthe 
from the Defence Departme : 
dependants were guilty of no | 
The action of the husband or 
deserting is no more the fault 0: ae 
or I, or Barents depends 











































ss latter. pa ties to receive ‘sup- 
from the Government while the 


f McQ erik wee who is sup- 
to have deserted may have. béen 
for all the Department knows 
he. cireumstances of his case. — 

MATHEWS.—I know that that 
te posstble, because of what I have ~ 
old by dozens of men who have re- 


ey Phoppet ‘over with the rest, but 
- of them did not come back, and, 
aving been properly released from 
yrison, were regarded as having escaped. 
a Mops was quite a com- 


= upon those who have been re- 
orted ane from that cause. At any 


eeenleditlon of their 
seculiar situation, I hope the usual 
tere typed reply will not be given to 
them. Iam sure that the Assistant Min- 
for Defence (Sir GranvillosRyrie) 
yathizes with these women and chil- 
; but the time has come when the 
as a Mbole must recognise that 


“for 


for any offence audited ‘ts ihe 
I know that the Department has 
uae aad under consideration for 


‘ee These missing men may 
ave deserted in the ordinary sense 
‘ Re and many “of. them may not 








- families 


“day. “Had they deserted oe . directly to me. 





here, eatin Ce eee 
been taken against them in the ‘Law 
Courts; but the Government, — fatale 
taken these men away for service over-— 
seas, should do something for their wives — 
and children, who have been ret without | 
means of support. y 
Mr. WEST (East Sydney) [3. see 
June last, a general order was issued that 
the men of His Majesty’s Australian Fleet A 
in Sydney Harbor were not to don their 
-jJerseys, and were to be deprived of the 
extra blanket. usually issued to each of 
them during the winter’ months. — 
brought the matter before the Nava 
Poard, and the only excuse offered to m 
was that a similar order had been issued 
to the sailorsson the Renown. Surely the 
health of the men, rather than any mere — 
desire for duator ity, should be the firs 
consideration; and I hope that the Min 
ister for the Navy (Mr. Laird Smith) 
will see that the order is immediately. 
cancelled. A few days after its issue, a 
number of the men were found to be suf- 
fering from colds, and other complaint ‘ 
hisnally due to insufficient clothing. I 
do not think many members of the Naval 
Board are familiar with Australian con- : 
ditions. The blood of a man who has — 
been on an Australian Naval Station for 
some: time is not as thick as that of a 
man who has only recently arrived from | 
“the Old Country, and therefore our Navalis 
Forees need to be amply clothed. I do 
not think the present Minister had any: 
thing to do with the issue of this order. 
Mr. Latrp Smiriu.—This is the, bar 3 
have heard of it. 
Mr. WEST.—It was issued wits ihe 
present Treasurer (Sir Joseph Oook) | 
held office as Minister for the Navy. - 
think the right honorable gentlemar 
knew just about as much of Naval mat 
ters as did Sir Joseph Porter, who sang 
in Gilbert and Sullivan’s comic ig 
M.S. Pinafore— 


» I polished up that handle so adveritiee Ur 
That now I am the ruler of. a ‘Quee RBar. 
Baas: sek ae 









































attention of the Mitodtant Wenices a 

the Naval Forces, under the King’s Regu- me 
lations, are not permitted to approach 
sisenhons of Parliament, and this informe 
tion has therefore ‘been supplied _in 
I hope is the ee 














Supply 


will not allow the men to be deprived 
during the winter months of the addi- 
tional clothing necessary for the preser- 
vation ‘of their health. 


There is another matter to which I - 


wish fo direct the attention’ of the Min- 
istry. A regulation was issued last June 
setting forth’ that when the Nayal Board 
approached a warship in harbor a salute 
of fifteen guns should be fired. 1 could 
understand. the firing of such a salute 
on the arrival of the Minister for the 
Navy, because his appearance on board 
A war rshisp would be. something in the 
nature, of a curiosity. | The 
for the Navy (Mr. Laird Smith) is 
laughing, but this is not a laughing 
matter. I think the present Treasurer 
(Six Joseph Cook), when he was at the 
head of the Navy Department, was pos- 
sessed of too much sense and experience 
to sign a regulation enforcing this recep- 
tion of the members of the Naval Board. 
Those. gentlemen who compose the 


Board are, after all, only civil servants, 


just as Under. Grats riek are, and do not 
call for this special recognition. J know 
that when I approach, or write, to them 
on any naval matter, J am told to apply 
to the captain of the ship coneerned; but 
this I refuse to do, preferring to com- 
municate with the Department direct. 
As a representative man, I refuse to be 
snubbed; and as the men of the Navy are 
in my electorate I intend to let them see 
that their member is a “live” one. The 
firing of this salute represents an unjusti- 
fable expenditure of ammunition and 
labour. Why is it necessary to announce 
the arrival of the Naval Board in this 
way? Is it to imsure that the officers 
and men are in their places, or is it to 
awaken the officers in order that they 
may show themselves about the ship? 
The only excuse for such a salute seems 
to be that a similar one is accorded to the 
Lords of the Admiralty at Home, but 
those Lords of the Admiralty have some 
distance to go in the English Channel 
before reaching the vessels, and an an- 
nouncement of their approach may be 
necessary. That, however, is not the 
ease in Sydney Harbor. If the idea on 
the part of the Naval Board is to inspect 
the ships, the better way would. be to 
arrive unannounced. ‘This firing is so 
alarming sometimes, I am told, that chil- 
dren playing in the Domain run home 
_ Ar, West. 


(REPRESENTATIVES. 


SN eee ; 


some very strong appeals to i me. 


» his 


house need not be big, but the doors 


able-bodied, returned men, make a 


(Formal). 


and tell their parents a Ba 
arriving. My relations with 
bers of the Naval. Board 2 
friendly, but it is my publie dut 
attention to this unwarrantab. 
ture, and, if possible, see that 
works cease. I ‘see that the 
to which I refer was issued oy 
nature of the Minister for the N 
Laird Smith), on 13th May, ~ 
It describes the flag of the Na 
and directs that it is to be s 
firing fifteen guns, within the- 
the Commonwealth of Austral 
same occasions as those on whic 
miralty flag is saluted.” I hop 
Minister for the Navy will see th 
of revoking this regulation, so_ 
expenditure on the Navy may ne 
necessarily increased, and ee 
































Australian Democracy. | } ahh 
T showld wow ke 46 nébee rat i posi ; 

tion of our blind and otherwise hopelessly 

disabled returned soldiers, who Racin 


of these men have lost both arms and Rat! 
legs, and they ask, and, I think, should an 
aves special attention. One ease, a very” 
hard ene, is described in ie one 


letter :— 


Mr. W. hit ag of Leichhardt, and fs Ae ar : 
Turner, of Rozelle—who have had each 1 
legs and an arm amputated. These men 
be given a home of their own. Mr 
mother and wife told our association 
present Lockyer and his wife have one room 
mother’s residence. To get about fr 
room to room he rolls along the floor, as in 
valid ¢ehairs are too big to get through ° 
doorways. This shows the necessity of 1 


ing a house to suit such terrible cages, nh 


made wider, and other little convenience 
troduced, to make their lot at any i cs) 
easier than it is now. nae 
JT ean remember as a lad seeing th 
from the Crimea and earlier we 
ee pantely the eruel Lin 


streets cat ae 
Mr. Porwron.—Are you ref 
our own soldiers here? BA: 
Mr: WEST.—Yes, in the st 
Sydney and other places. 
a statement about the matter 
been sent to me—_ 
The street bands, which cone 



























































© not wear their artificial limbs even if 
ave one, and they rattle their collection 
Binder the noses of the public, and as 
are generally three or four of them out 
veh band the public are being ih ac ah 
in unjust extent. If the limbless men! got 
ney themselves it would not be so bad, 
hone ‘h begging would he tls, but the 


, ig a thing whieh we oe try to 
; A ni not ial if the Minister can 


es his pension of 31s. 6d. per week, and 
from the Repatriation Department 
undergoing vocational traming. <A 
1 man receives only £2 lds., out of which 
“be deducted pension of 31s. 6d. for him- 


-» 80 he only receives eon the Repatria- 
epartment 10s. 


off financially with his pension added to 
um than if he went to the Repatriation 
iment and went through vocational 


ape , becanse very often the official De 
|} do. not accord with the views of the 
- who Sues ‘them, and I have 


h 4 a ere will d ovadahod. I 
. am justified in drawing 
ion to these matters on aly day 


pee RV DRS may et done 
| ¢ @clief. I hope, too, that the pop- 
business with the Naval Board will 
ontinued. It is a pity that we have 
a Gilbert and Sullivan in Australia 


A ocidel so often arise here, and wadnte 
rnish out an opera or two which would 
unnier, than’ any of their famous 


4 he has ae aed ae 
WEST.—The Minister for the 
Mr. Laird Smith), being new in 


ad a is or an arm amputated. These _ 


from which’ he comes. 






no oat anxious: a pe loa | 


officials, and esa not even cad} con j 


sideration to. the complaints iaciaiibcaicnuat 
the condition of Sydney Harbor... 
Mr. Lamp Smrru.—tI wish. that. ie 
honorable member would come to. my 
office and get the facts of the case, ima 
ie of getting them from Woolloomoo- 
00 i 
Mr..W EST —If the Minister “wishes: tor 
be insulting in his reference to Woolloo- 
mooloo, let me tell him that there are TO” 
Labour “rats” there. Woolloomooloo — ds 
the equal of any part of Hobart, the town ‘, | 
Should is ever ; 
sit ou the Treasury bench, the House may 
rest assured that I shall be. dignified, and 
say nothing disrespectful to my fellow 
members. 
Mr. GREGORY. (Dampier) [3. 30]. - 
Yesterday the Prime Minister, I d 
not «know under what standing 
order, was able to deliver a lengthy — 
statement, in which he attacked — 
me rather strongly. I do not thimk that \ 
he should surreptitiously obtain privi- — 
leges here other than those allowed 
to honorable members generally, but 
prior to the asking of questions he 
rephed to a statement that I had 
made on the previous Friday in: res 
lation to a Trade and Customs matter. 
Before dealing with the Prime Minister's 
remarks, let me say that it is time that 
the new Tariff schedule, which was laid 
on the table about four shpealis ago, Was 
discussed by Parliament, and the duties — 
definitely fixed. ‘Parliament approved of 
a new Tariff im 1908, and in 1914:an_ 
amending schedule was ‘brought in, whieh’ 
was never considered; but, at the ‘ae mS 
a session extending over two or ja 
years, was validated by means of a short 
Bill. Then, this session, another a | 
ing schedule, still further increasing the 
duties, has been introduced; but we have — 
not; been told when it will be dealt with. 
I understand that the Customs authori- — 
ties are imposing duties according to the 
schedules of 1908, 1914, or 1920, which- 
ever may contain the hiones pate | ae 
Mr. Fenton. — Do you say that the 
Department is collecting duties on three 
different schedules? : 
Mr. GREGORY .—It ‘is isobee in 
each case the highest rate applicable to 
that ease in any of the three schedules. 
Because I had not, -been able to aieh a ae | 
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___ Supply 


————— = 


Nae Beivespondenoe TL had had with the Th. 


partment, regarding the embargo on ‘scrap 
steel and scrap iron, I complained in the 
House on Friday last of the treatment 
that I had received. As I have said be- 
fore, 1 do not know whether there was a 
justification for this embargo. I have 
a great objection to embargoes of the 
kind, and would not give to a Muintster 
the power to impose them. | When ‘an 
embargo on exportation is necessary for 
the building up of any industry, it should 
be imposed by Parliament, and those in 
this country owning the product affected 
should be protected, and should receive 
a fair price from those who purchase 
from them. I asked what action the 
Government had taken, by regulation or 
otherwise, to provide that the owners of 
scrap steel and scrap iron would receive 
a fair price for their metal, and I have 
never had an answer. to that question. 
In his long statement the Prime Minister 
earefully ignores it. 

Mr. Ryan.—Do you pee) that. he 
evaded the point? 

Mr. GREGORY .—Most distinctly; he 
has done so both in correspondence. and 
in his statement. He says that my re- 


eollection of the’ facts is not accurate. 


Not having been dealing with this mat- 
ter [ am not able to form a judgment as 
to whether or not the embargo is: neces- 
sary, but the Government, having seen 
fit to impose an embargo, it is their duty 
to see that the owner of the scrap is pro- 
tected. I asked the Government whether 
there is a buyer of tin scrap in Western 
Australia, and, if so,,what action the Go- 
vernment are taking to insure, that the 
buyer pays a fair price to the owner? 
Surely that is fair. The Prime Minister 
was rather offensive in his reply to my 
question. He said— 

Instead of permitting dealers to export 
metals to the East to be worked up. by cheap 
Asiatic labour, the Government insist upon 


the scrap being utilized locally, provided the 
users are prepared to pay a reasonable price. 


All I am asking is that the owners shall 
be paid a reasonable price; but the Go- 
vernment are taking no action to insure 
that that is done. The Prime Minister 
continued— 

The Government cannot permit dealers to 


export the life-blood of the electric steel in- 


dustry to the East to be worked up dias h PY 
ee coloured labour. 


ea GaN aoe : 


others. I 


was refused the Red Cross Society? | 


tre ‘through sales overseas, the ae 


member say that it was wiser to thr 





Coma, 





























There is no necessity for the st sn 
tained in that statement or to é€ 
to obtain cheap clap-trap po 
but there is a necessity to. 
the owners of the scrap ge 
deal. If the Prime Minis 
to hit hard I will do hi 


have had quite enough  scand 
connexion with the formation 3 yf 
Zinc Producers Association. 


previously described in 
how the Broken Hill Cap aa 3 
Mount Lyell Company, and other © 
concerns, were coerced into forming them- 
selves into a combination to’ give to th 
Zine Producers Association, ' comprising: 
only a few persons, absolute control of © 
the zinc industry, and the right to not 
only make contracts for the companie 
but to also. fix their prices for the fic 
fifty years. Honorable members will re- 
collect that about a couple of years ago 
there was a large accumulation of tin 
scrap in the hands of jam-makers ar 
remember the Red Oey 

Society in Melbourne — circularizing 
people with a request that they shoul 
save their j ten | tins and ae ag 








of tin scrap, vow! wittel at could t obtain 
only 5s. to 7s. per ton locally. A re) 
quest was made for permission to expo} 
the scrap to Japan, where buyers wer ee ae 
offering up to £4 15s. per ton. I pro 9)” 
duced in the egies a sale note fro | 


for 500 iris of tin scrap,’ me 
bourne, at £4 15s. per ton, 7° 3a 

Mr. Austin CHapman.—Was that. ‘at Me 
the same time as permission to bss 


Mr. GREGORY.—I~ was ° shor 
afterwards. a 
Mr. Hxcoror Lamonp.—Faney the 


Cross Society wanting to oe 
Japan! 

ee GREGORY .—What is thal 
talking that nonsense? — Inste th i 


£30,000 or £40,000 coming into the cor 


sent to the rubbish heap. . 
Mr. Hector Lamonv.—That i is bette 
than building up Japan. 
Mr. GREGORY.—Does the shen 


the scrap into the rubbish hea to. 
sell it for £4 15s. per ton to forBigners? 





































St Para 


alia was selling to Japan copper, 
nc, and spelter¢ He might as well 
that we should not have sold wool- 
ps to Japan. But the honorable mem- 
er will be very silent in regard to the 
‘ool tops. I hate these stupid interjec- 
ons. The jam manufacturers were 
an ious to sell their scrap, because they 
new the price that Japan was offering 
eant tens of thousand of pounds saved, 
and a deputation from them waited upon 
ir John Higgins as the representative 
of the Attorney-General. They were 

sld that they would not be allowed to ex- 
+; they must take their material to a 
eal factory. ,The first charge to be met 
uld be the cost of treatment; the se- 
nd charge would be a certain rate of 
terest on the capital invested in the 
lant, and then the owners of the scrap 
ould get 75 per cent. of the profit, if 
ly, and the owners of the plant 25 per 


~ 


owners of the scrap would receive any 
return at all, although: they were to be 

holly responsible for the cost of treat- 
ment, which up to that time had not been 
sry successful, and would have to 
rantee the interest on the capital; the 
ut was that thousands of pounds 
rth of scrap tin was thrown on to 
le rubbish tips. If an embargo on 
any of these articles is to continue, 


receive a fixed price equal to what 
y could obtain elsewhere; but so far as 
Western Australia, at any rate, is con- 
ned, no action has been taken to see 
at the owners get a fair price. I am 
associated in any way with dealers 
rap, but I have received letters from 
ent people complaining of the em- 
Oo. " 
a a Frenton.—To what country did 
they want to send the scrap? 
_. Mr. GREGORY.—In one particular in- 
stance it was desired to send old horse- 
oes to Hongkong, but I am dealing 
with the question generally, Admitting, 
for the sake of argument, that the em- 
_ bargo is justified, I say that it is the 
duty of the Government to see that the 
of the scrap is paid the fair mar- 


“Ryan.—Why not move an amend- 


Fd 


action 1s necessary. 





he not know that at that very time. Mr. 


t. There was no guarantee that the 


GREGORY.—T do not think any 
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ParkeR Moroney. —In other 


words, the honorable member’s speech is 
not loaded. oe 
Mr. GREGORY.—If the honorable 


member will assist me on some other oc- 


casion, he may find that I have a loaded 
gun, . Eis 


Mr, Rvan.—tI will help the. honorable 
member to fire a gun, PA Re 
Mr. GREGORY.—# am a little afraid — 
of the assistance which the honorable 
member would give me in connexion with _ 
embargoes; he might be a little too fond 
of them. The Prime Minister’s lengthy _ 
reply yesterday dodged my question, — 
which was whether the Government would . 
insure, if the embargo continued, that the @ 
owners received a fair market value, I 
again ask them to take action in this) 
matter, and, if necessary, make a regula- _ 
tion or appoint an officer for that pur- 
pose. | ee 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. eS 
j}M. Chanter)——The honorable member’s. 
opening remarks, if allowed to pass un- 
noticed, might be construed into a re- Ag 
flection on the Chair. I understood hims% 
to say that he did not know why the 
Prime Minister had been allowed to make — 
such a lengthy statement. Any objec- 
tion to the Prime Minister’s statement 
Should have been taken at the time it 
was made. My recollection is that yes- 
terday the Prime Minister, as Ministers’ 
often do, said he desired to give a further 
reply to a question which had been asked 
by the honorable member for Dampier 
last week, and which had been partially 
answered by another Minister. That 
course is often followed without any ob- — 
jection being raised, and so long as a 
Minister’s reply is relevant to the ques- 
tion. its length is of no concern of the 
Chair. I do not think the honorable — 
member for Dampier intended to reflect 
upon the Chair | ae, 
Mr. Grecory.—Certainly not. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.—But if 
his remarks were allowed to pass un- 
noticed they might create that impres- 
sion. 


Mr. Grecory.—I made no reflection — 
upon the Chair, but I thought the Prime — 
Minister had taken advantage of his posi- | 
tion to make a lengthy reply at that 
stage. If you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
think I made any reflection on the Chair — 

I withdraw it unreservedly, © 


a 











districts, 


 gontractors. who 
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Supply 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY Caan ye 


is a (3. 48].—I am/ not at all satisfied with 
the answer to a question I asked yester- 
day of the 


Postmaster-General (Mr. 


Wise) as to whether he was in agree- 


ment with the circular letter that had 


been sent to the mail contractors in re- 
gard to the drought allowance. Some 
little time ago a deputation from this 
side of the House waited upon the Post- 
master-General 

Mr. Austin. CHapman.—From only 
that side of the House? 

Mr, PARKER MOLONEY .—Yes. 

Mr. Austin CHarpman.—We, on this 
side of the House, have been making re- 
presentations im Parliament. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY —TI under- 
stand that honorable members from both 
sides’ have- taken part in deputations to 
the Postmaster-General, but no member 
on this. side was asked to accompany the 
deputation arranged by honorable mem- 
bers. opposite. And later on, seeing that on 
this side of the House there are as many 
honorable members interested in this par- 
ticular matter as there are on the other 
side, and especially as it concerns country 
we had a deputation to the 
Postmaster-General. We asked for re- 
consideration of an instruction issued 
from his Department. that all the mail 
had entered into con- 
tracts from lst Jiamuary of this year 
should not receive a drought allowance, 
and he promised that he would go into 
the matter. In view of the fact that 
some of these tenders had been submitted 
as far back as August and September 
last, he said that it was only fair 
that full consideration should be given to 
the matter. 
sympathetic. 

Mr, Laveite.—He was. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Before 
he was Postmaster-General, he frequently 
displayed his sympathy towards. the maal 
contractors, but I am inclined to think 
that he is not.a free agent in the matter, 
and that he has had shackles imposed tipon 
him either by the Treasurer or by the 
Government, and is thus not able to carry 
out what he would desire to do. 

Mr. Ritzy.—The Treasurer has made 
the statement that he cam get all the 
money he requires. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—1I think 
that, what the Treasurer said was that, all 





_ ‘the money required for the settlement of 
_ Soldiers on the land would be provided, 
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He seemed to be entirely. 








































but I do. not Gane oan tink 
can be relied on any more tha 
ment that the Postal Depé 

secure all the money it needs. 
only in regard to mail contre 
condemn the Postal Department. 
its administration is wrong’ fr | 
ning te end. I am glad to not 
Minister (Mr. Wise) in con 
Post Office is now in the chamb 
has a free hand in this matter, 
excuse him, because his syn 
utterly useless. He. must. acceph 
responsibility for the sare: do: 


partment saya they must Teva 
the. time whether their tende1 
able or not. The man who h 
his life in the post-office prahai 
be blamed for taking up 
tude, but. the Minister ought to kne 
the exeuse offered is most trivial. 
price of fodder in January last w 
about half what it was. last month. 
Mr. Wisr.—That is not correct. 
Mr, PARKER MOLONBY.—1 
uary last, the price of fodder wa 
£7 10s, to £9 per ton, — 
Mr. Riczarp Foster. __Where? : 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I 
with me a letter in which the writer 
that he purchased chaff in January 1 
£7 10s. per ton, and that it cost him 
10s. to £18 per ton last month, 
Mr. RicHarp Fosrrr.—In Janua 
the price of chaff in South Austral 
£8 per ton, and to that price m 
added the cost. of removing ie to 
South Wales. ¢ 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. 
could be purchased in New Sout 
in January last at, £8 to £9 per ton, 
this mail contracter informs. me i 
letter that he was able to get it at 
per ton, whilst last month he wi 
to pay £16 10s. to £18 per ton. | 
facts indicate that the statement 
mail contractors in January last 
a position to know whether them 
would be payable or not was en 
erroneous, and one the. aie As 
not have sanctioned. i 
Mr. Ricmarn Posrmr. 8) | 
ought to be giv en aoe an @ 
nes ‘eet 



































Mi: PARKER MOTON EY. ines 
ammot carry out their contracts. 
“less to wink at this matter. The 
master-General answered my ques- 
on yesterday by saying that he 
a paced in the policy set out in this 
ason ae doing $0. My interpretation 
his attitude is that he does not really 
Wiesce in, this policy, but. that he is 
ble to do anything in the matter, be- 
e the Treasurer will not give him the 
ey he requires. 
r. Wise.—l am not blaming the 
easurer on this occasion. 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Then 
Postmaster-General must accept the 
le responsibility, and I hope that he 
take an opportunity of making a 
ement in regard to this matter, which 
‘ very sore point with the mail. con- 
stors In the drought areas, not only in 
New South Wales, but all over the Com- 
monwealth as well. 
Sir Josmpnf Coon may be, and it 
id be a sore point with the Minister 
‘he is not careful of what he is doing. 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—So, ap- 
arently, it is the. Treasurer who © is. Pe- 
ponsible. 
Sir Josern QOoox. No: the responsi- 
ity lies with the gentleman who was 
wimaster-General for four years.’ 
fr. PARKER MOLONEY. — What 
rpretation can I put on the remarks 
‘the right honorable gentleman ? 
of ie Coox —Let ame oiees 


e. on fess pacer aa r gave ihe 
re contractors advantages of one kind or 
poets that r aie were fair. But 


actor who te sent ae a seer a < nee 
mmber of Parliament to ask what 


‘ d that ‘ae he had known these favours 
to be San he eisai heave apa 


It is’ 


- price accordingly, but if another man did As 


course, I had aan Gah rae to di 5 all my 
altruistic notions, and fall back on m puke 
tendering: That is what DL ereams 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY: Phe: 
Treasurer’s explanation is all very fine, 
but it does not touch this matter at all 
The right honorable gentleman was re-_ 
ferrmg to ordinary times. I was 
speaking about a drought allowance. This 
is a matter which must be considered on 
its merits. If there had been no dicigtahs” 
there would have been no request for aa 
revision of tenders. It is because there 
has been an extraordinary drought, whieh — 
has affected not only New South Wales, 
but the whole Commonwealth, that ten- 
ders have been affected, and the con- 
tractors are asking for some allowance, 

Sir Joseri Coox.—When the drou ht 
threatened the tenderer added to. his — 














not do so, relying on action in Parliament — 
in order to get equal, where are we? 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY —1If that! 
be the case, why was an allowance made 
last year on account of the drought?” 
There was no cavilling at the allowance 
last year. It was considered just and — 
equitable. It ought to be equally just 
and equitable to make an allowance this 
year. | 

Mr. Wtsr.—The Hive et was In ext 
ence in January of this year, when acy: 
entered into these contracts. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Now 1 we 
are getting the matter boiled down. JT 
am pleased to hear the Minister make — 
such a statement. It is just this one pom 
I wish to see threshed out. The Depart- _ 
ment says that, in January of this year, 
the contractor ought to have known 
whether his tender was likely to pay him; 
whereas I contend that it was impossible 
for him to know it. As a matter of faet,. 
the drought did not end in January, ub 
continued for six months afterwards. The 
worst part came after January, and last — 
month the price of fodder was twice what 
it was at the beginning of the year, 

Mr. Lisrer.—Was not the tenderer’ in- 
fluenced by the drought of the previous 
three years when searing his price: for 
the coming year.? Ba aes S 

Mr. Wisre.——Hear, hear! : Rae 6 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. ae iay 
have been influenced by the drought of 
the past, but how was he to know that 
it was likely to continue for another six. 
months? He might have Weheved ‘that iy 
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would be over in the following month, 
and tendered accordingly. I am disap- 
pointed with the decision of the Post- 
master-Gerferal to acquiesce in the con- 
tents of the circular issued by the Depart- 
ment to the mail contractors. His atti- 
tude will be regretted not only by those 
contractors, but also the persons who re- 
ceive the mails through the services of 
these men and know the hardships they 
suffer, and who, in many ‘cases, are sub- 
sidizing the contractors, 

Mr. Ricuarp Fostrer.—Is the honor- 
able member speaking of new contracts 
or old ones? 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—My re- 
marks refer to new and old _ contracts. 
Although’ a contract might date from Ist 
January this year, the tender might have 
been submitted some months previously, 
but under the decision of the Depart- 
ment, as expressed iu the circular I have 
mentioned, the people submitting tenders 
in’ August last can get no relief. 

Sir Josepx Coox.—Two men bender 
one man puts up his contract price be- 
cause of the outlook, and the other man 
takes the risk. : 

Mr. Wisr.—The whole system of ten- 
dering goes by the board. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. The 
whole system is influenced by matters 
over which these men have no control. 

Sir JoserpH Coox.—That is not the 
point. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—It is. 
Subsequent to the Ist of January, there 
was a six months’ drought, which these 
men could not foresee. 

Mr. Porynron.—Supposing that fodder 
had fallen after the contracts were 
made ? 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.-—In that 
event I presume the honorable gentle- 
man would have required the mail con- 
tractors to carry out their contracts at 
lower rates. In this case, ay in every 
other, the Department wins at the ex- 
pense of the men. I would remind the 
Minister for Home and Territories (Mr. 
Poynton) that this is a serious matter, 
not only to hundreds of mail contractors, 
but to many of the people who are served 
by them. But for the. subsidies paid 
by people who are served by these 
men, it would be impossible for many 
of them to carry on their contracts. The 
attitude that has been taken up by the 
Department is entirely wrong, and can~ 
not be too strongly condemned. If there 


t 
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the Postal Department. 


suffered by allowance officers. 
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is a Majority in this’ House ee to 
support such an iniquity, then if is a 
reflection on the whole Parliament. ¢ 
The administration of the Department, | 
lock, stock, and barrel, is wrongf In § % 
making that statement I am only repeat- 
ing what the present Postmaster-General 
said when he was not in office. On 15th 
July, 1915, as reported in Hansard,.Vol. 
LXXVII., page 4953, the honorable gentle: 
man, who was then a private member, 
followed the honorable member for Eden-* 
Monaro (Mr. Austin Chapman), who had 
made a very telling speech in regard ~ ‘to 
He said— 


After hearing the honorable member for i: 

Kden-Monaro and also various Postmasters¢ _ 
General, I can only wish that honorable mem- 
bers would hold the same opinion in office that — 
they do when in Opposition. 
That was his view as a private member. - . 
I desire now to point out the hardships 
Every- 
thing relating to allowance post-offices In 
country districts is on a wrong basis. as 
The present Postmaster- -General, in Be 
speech from which I have just quoted, 
went cn to say— 

Over and over again I have heard Posts’ 
masters-General say that the allowances are — 
not intended and do not profess to be living 
salaries. At the same time I cordially agree 
with the denunciations of the reductions that ~ 
are made from time to time. Some of them 
are exceedingly petty. I know of ome caseé 
where, because the business Had fallen off as 
compared with that of the preceding year, the — 
allowance of £5 a year was reduced by £1. It 
is a pettifogging thing for a great Common- — 
wealth to insist upon a reduction of £1 per — 
annum in any individual’s allowance, and I — 
think that all these matters might very well — 
be looked into so that some genera] rule might Deg af 
be adopted upon the subject. ; és 

Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—The present 4 
Postmaster-General has put a stop to such . 
reductions. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—1_ am 8 
waiting for him to adopt some ene 
rule, Gs 

Mr. Wise.—The honorable member, of 
course;“is not aware that we have added, 
this year, £67,000 to the ray to 


allowance ea 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. — oa “ee 
should I be aware of that fact? The ~ 
honorable gentleman will have an oppor- a 
tunity to inform the House of it. » 


oh s 
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Me 


Mr. Wise.—It has already pa, 
intimated. 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. ae 


regard to the number of allowance post- 
offices in Australia, an additional £67, or 


y f° 
bi 
en BA 
Piro fie (ge thy 
tat 2 se ‘ AY 
aS hig RAs Pines 
pe Ls Pa a iy pes ~ 
Ae Si toy , 
pe eee hey 


































Poti go pe It would mean but an 

ini tesimal increase in each case. 

fir, Wise.—It is, at all events, very 
more than your own Government 


Ir. Wisz.—And I like to compare it 
‘the past. 

r PARKER’ MOLONEY. — We 
to take things as we find them. The 
mn rable gentleman, in speaking of 
r own eee ” refers, I pre- 
Labour Government? 

~ hich he supported. 

fr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Yes. I 
here a eulogy of the Labour Govern- 
¥ the present Postmaster-General. 
A od Peek was in regard to 


4 bs “honorable gentleman said, in the 


t 


oe required of applicants for 
ee lines in py districts that 


e of 50 per cent. of the deficieney, which 
very great consideraton, and I have 
failed to give credit to this Government 
ving made that reducton, 

_ Wiss.—Its own supporters would 
even give it credit for that. 
r. PARKER MOLONEY.—And yet 
» honorable gentleman just now con- 
mned that Government’s administra- 
ion of the Postal Department. 

‘Mr. Wise.—In respect of allowance 
ost-offices, 
r. PARKER MOLONEY.—Quite so. 
experience as the representative of a 
country electorate is typical of that of all 
representatives of rura] districts. There 
in my constituency a district the resi- 
ts of which nearly two years ago sup- 
ed the poles for a telephone line, put 
the necessary money, and asked for the 
ork to be carried out. The Department, 
ever, has not yet taken action. It 
‘these people that there is a shortage 
naterial. The Pou Mee is shirking 
sponsibility. ‘ 
_WIssz. —What is the district ? ! 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I am re- 
ring to a request for a line from Coota- 


0 . of the ee to which I have al-. 
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‘supplied to the Homoralble gentleman. 


‘These people have fulfilled their obliga-— 


tions, and yet no consideration is extended 


to them. “I do not wish to lJabour this 
question. I shall be content to quote 
the ‘view expressed by the honorable 
gentleman when he was a private 
member. I have never believed that 
the Postal Department should be a 
concern run for making profits. — Tue) 


is a public utility, and ought to be con- 
ducted in the interests of the people. 
Those who have to battle in the back coun. 
try districts are surely entitled to some 
consideration. 
phone line, why should they be ae 
to guarantee to such an unreasonable — 
extent to make good any deficiency on 
its working? Surely they are entitled — 
to reasonable facilities. If people were 
not prepared to go into the back country — 


the Commonwealth would never progress. 
Dealing with this particular question, the — 


present Postmaster-General said in} this a 
House on 15th July, 1915— 

I desire that it shall be clearly inderaenae 
that, in my opinion, the Postal Department is’ 
not a Department that ought to be run. cone 
the purpose of being made to pay. 

Mr. Wisz.—That is my view to-day. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Then, 


‘ when -are we t6 have an announcement 


ra to a district some miles dis- 
| he name Wh which f Pare e slready.: 


that applicants for country telephone lines — 
will not be required to make good any de- 
ficiency, as under present conditions? 
Mr. Wisz.—I announced months ago 
that we had decided to ask them to pay i 
only 25-per cent. of any deficiency, = 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY .—The hone 
orable gentleman, in this speech, WEE G on 
to say—. . 
The Department was established for the pur- 
pose of furthering the social] and commercial 
intercourse of the “people, and the places where © 
the services of the Post Office are mostly re- 
quired, and are of most value to the individual, 
are in those country districts where the Post 
Office does not pay, and where it probably will 
not pay for very many years. The large sur- 
pluses made in the cities could not be better 


expended than in giving better postal com-  . 


munication to country districts, and I hope - 
that we shall soon reach the time when, wher-_ 
ever there is a_ reasonable 
people there will not only — have a decent mail 
service, but decent telephonic communigation — 
as well, without their being called upon to con. 
tribute anything by way of a guarantee. 


when he was a private member of the — 
House. Let it. be clearly under- 
stood that I am. not dealing with — 
the honorable gentleman, from a per-— 

sonal stand-point.. ra! believe. the he io 
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) ments of country districts than is any 
-other member of the Ministry. 
» Mr. Ryan.—He is probably hampered 
| \ by other members of the Cabinet. 

Mr. PARKER, MOLONEY.—I hae 
already said that I believe there are 
shackles placed upon him; I hope he will 
get rid of them. 

T shall not conclude my speech after the 
manner of the honorable member for 
Dampier (Mr. Gregory), whe this after- 
noon started off with a full head of steam 
against the Government, and in the end 
simply fired blank cartridge at them. 
When he was shown by the honorable 
member fer West Sydney (Mr. Ryan) 
how he could take effective action, he ap- 
parently had no desire to hurt the Go- 
vernment; but I do not content myself 
with adopting such an attitude. 

‘I now wish to refer to a postal matter 
which affects all the country from Syd- 
ney southwards to Albury, and I do so 
because it 1s a concrete example of the 
hardships inflicted on country residents. 
Country mails close in Sydney at 5 
o'clock in the afternoon, 
posted at, say, five minutes to 5 o’clock 
on the Tuesday is delivered at, for ex- 
ample, Wagga, next morning; but if a 

letter be posted at five minutes past. that 
hour, it is not delivered at the latter 
place until the following Thursday. 

Mr, Wisr.—I should like to hear the 
honorable member if he were represent- 
ing the postal employees in Sydney ! 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I know 
that the blame is put on to the unions, 
but I am going to suggest a remedy for 
the anomaly which involves no union 
trouble at-all. A’ fast mail train leaves 
Sydney at five minutes past 10 o’clock 
at night, but it is not utilized for carry- 
ing the mails, which are sent on by a 
slow newspaper and goods train at five 
minutes past 2 .o’clock in the morning. 

Sir Josep Coox.—Do you know the 
reason for that? It is in order to give 
the men an hour off. 

_ Mr. Wise.—That is the fact. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I know 
that the responsibility is put on to the 
shoulders of the men, but no private com- 

pany in any part of the world would 
eonduct its business on such lines. The 
goods train im the morning takes about 
_ twelve hours longer: to do the journey 
than does the fast mail train. The Post- 


vena General Bend oe tells us Ra 


Es] 


ty: 


“more sympathetic towards tye Tequire- 


“up & TOW. 


and a letter “ 
have been Treasure. 







































this delay is onbeat in oma 
men an hour offi—that if the 
on duty until 7.30 p.m. they 
But the present ar 
does an injury to thousands 
who have to wait twenty-f 
longer for their mails; and 
at the -present time would raise 
plaint about being kept at work, — 
allowed full overtime rates, ¢ould” 
staff not be increased? §= 
Sir JoserpH Coox. — What 
economy ? | : 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. 7 
economy to cause injury to th 
people. I have already quoted 1 
master- ences himself, when spe: 





to ae pied) or economy. 
Mr. Manony.—Who is resp 
the present egies darn ATR 
surer? — 
Mr. Tupor.—The Koencuet 
refused the Post Office any mone 
Mr, Manony.—Is that true—t 
Treasurer has, not reftised the Po 
any money? é 
Sir Josrrn Coox.—I have 7 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. 
important, because it throws 
responsibility on to the P 
General. ei 

Mr. Wist.—Who is quite : 
take ait! st 

Mr, PARKER MOLONEY. “ 
to give an opportunity to honora 
bers who feel strongly on this. ma 
express their opinion and show the 
approval of the amie 
I move—. 

That after the word “ that,” » the 
words he inserted:—“ the Postmaste 
be requested to provide increased post 
telephonic facilities for country distrie 
to grant a drought allowance to mi 
tors for the year 1920. i 


Mr. LAVELLE (Calare) 
have much pleasure in  secondi 
amendment, and the eloquent e 
speech of the honorable mem 
moved it does not leave much to 
I have a very vivid recollection — 
putation from this side of the 
which watted on the Postmaster. 
(Mr. Wise) some time ago, in co: 
with the payment of a drought 1 
to country mail contractors m New 
Wales. ‘The Poseatartet aan 







































ail eect in the: aie 


o lst January this year. This de- 
had been arrived at after three or 
‘mouths’ consideration, and after the 
tment had received scores of letters 
m members of the House—in fact, 
r the Department had been. flogged 
action by the members of this side. 
Postmaster-General informed the de- 
ation that an allowance having been 
sided upon, he would see that payment 
; expeditiously made; but, so far as I 
ae able to ascertain from the mail 
actors in my electorate, not one, 


any drought allowance this year. 
» Postmaster-General decided that the 
xf mail contractors whose contracts 
from the Ist January would be 
ered on their merits, adding 
f any contractor put in a contract, 
five or six months before the end of 
rear, he probably would not be in a 
ion to know what the conditions were 
1 to be at the beginning of this year 
onwards, and, no doubt, an allow- 
would. be eranted. But, as a result 
ers sent to me, I find no instance 
ich any consideration has been given 


ining of the year, irrespective of what 
hey put in their tenders. Here is 
ply from Mr. Young, Deputy Post- 
-General in Sydney, dated 20th 
, this year— 
a reference to the communication pre- 
by you from Mr, W, Carbary, mail con- 
Goolma, asking for further assistance 
in eo the cost of fodder, IT have to intimate 
as he must have been in a position +0 
‘whether or not the price at which he 
d for the ‘service from Ist January, 
ould pay; he is not entitled to any 


; allowance. His Wigs iewt ‘cannot, there- 
, be aeceded to. 


p chai at less than £10 a ton, whereas, 

day, although the drought has been 
en inthe district for about two 
hs, he hag fo pay over £20, 


put in at Wa least a oe ms months 
e the end of the year, but even sup- 
y it was delivered in the last week 
ember, it was then reasonable to 
that chaff would not go higher in 
or that the drought would soon be 
I am of Opinion that the Deputy 


bbc set ie mind pe niet pranting 
owanee where contracts commenced 





areas whose contracts commenced 


wo months have gone over, has re-. 


this man put in his tender. he could — 


ahi is. 


- happiness, 





pie the beeataene of thie year, although | 


there is no doubt. that in the case to. 


which I have referred, and all’ similar 


cases, an allowance should be granted. 


Thara is another section of mail ¢on- ‘: 


tractors who. happen to live in parts of 
the State which have not suffered from 
drought, but where they have to pay am 
additional price for chaff, owing to the 
fact that praetieally all the rest of ‘the 


State was suffering. It is impossible to ron. 
nails with prasifed horses; they must 


have ehaff and grain; and. even if’ it 


should happen that there is an ample sup- ~ 
ply of grass to keep ordinary stock alive : 


it does not follow that there is suffi. 
cient suitable fodder for mail purposes. 
As the result of the drought which pre- 
vails over practically the whole of the — 
remaining portion of the State; 
men. ‘are petabel also. ‘The 
master-General, J repeat, 
give the mail contractors consideration, . 
but, so. far as -1\ have ascertained, « 
none, has yet. been shown 
The Department should realize its debt, ” 
and that of the settlers, to the mail con- 
tractors. 


to them. Ba 


In a great many instances, pér- A 






sons living in outlying parts are subsi- 


dizing them to enable them to keep going, — 
notwithstanding that they themselves: 
have been so hard hit. 
Postmaster-General will see that his 
Deputy for New South Wales gives more 
consideration to the request made to 
him. I might say that I hope that the” 


honorable gentleman will run his own De- 
The Treasurer stated to-day, as 


partment. 
on half-a-dozen other oceasions, that he hag 
never yet refused. the Postmaster- General’s — 


‘Department money required by the head of — 


that Department. if hope, therefore, be 


I hope that the — 





the Postmaster-General will see thatanade- 


quate allowdnce is paid in every instamee, — 
and that the payments are expedited, 


The lack of adequate telephone cm 


, munication is a crying grievance in every — 
part of Australia, and I hope that tne 


Department will give earnest considera- — 
tion to the needs of the people in this — 
matter. If any section of the conan 


deserves more consideration than another © 


in the supplying of telephones, it is that 
section which lives in the inland districts — 
of Australia, where the conditions of leis 
are far from pleasant, 
and contentment might te — 
given to these people if the Department — 
would. Bide them with sae Stra 





More brightness, — be 


these Bi | 
Post- 
promised to — 


he) le 








~ eommunication. 


and telephone sbiunnaiaeson . 


bone of Australia, but, after the election, 
they leave these people in isolation and 
loneliness, without adequate ‘means of 
1 hope that the Depart- 
ment will get to work immediately, and 
see that the grievances to which I have 
ealled attention are rectified. 

Mr. HECTOR LAMOND (illawarra) 
[4.39]—I am sorry that the amendment 
has been moved, because it prevents us 
from discussing a number of matters 
affected by the administration of Minis- 
ters other than the Postmaster-General. 

Mr. Manony.—No; we can have a divi- 
sion now. 

Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—tThere can 
be a division when the amendment. has 
been discussed, but the discussion of it 
may not conclude until the small hours 
of the morning. The action taken is a 
selfish one, and, if for no other reason, I 
shall vote against the amendment. The 
affairs of the Postmaster-General’s De- 
partment are admittedly in a deplorable 
state. Some of the defects are due to the 
war, and, as | and many other members 
have said, Australia will not enjoy the 
services that she should have until the 
funds at the disposal of the Postmgster- 
General have been enormously increased. 
Another thing needed is the abolition of 
the centralized administration of Mel- 
bourne. Could I control the actions of 
‘the Postmaster-General, I would insist on 
his spending half his time in States other 
than Victoria. I have before me some 
startling figures indicating the advantages 
that Victoria derives through Melbourne 
being the: temporary seat of government. 
These figures were given in another place 
in reply to a question, and have to do 
with the applications for the instalment 
of telephones that are awaiting attention. 
Let me quote the figures for two States 


only. This is the state of aifairs dis- 
elosed— 

New South Wales— . 
Sydney aes) ie 
Suburban 3,770 
Country districts 876 

Totals “5,166 

‘Victoria— 

Melbourne 347 

Suburban 1,104 

Country districts 740 
Totals 2,191 © : 


Ns On the 
eve of an election, some persons term the 
men and women of the country the back- 


_ themselves, 


~ Government removed to the’ Fed 


land, where the honorable member fo 











































So chat in Vietaete the: num 
cations awaiting attention ig 
half the number in New Sou 
Melbourne is not so large, nor ¢§ 
tant, a city as Sydney, but the ¢ 
in size does not justify the fac 
I have just drawn attention. — 

Mr, Jowerr.—Nothing can 7 
provinciality of your observati 

Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.- 
dence of provinciality is in 
The honorable membr 
of those who are trying to preve 
South Wales from having the 
compact carried out, and the 


so that this Parliament may not 
to be shackled by Victorian — 


demands the serious attention at all x 
bers representing New South Wak 

stituencies. Excuses founded — 
war, the shortage of material, drough 
and the like, do not avail to came 4 
facts, The figures show that when me 
rial is available it is used in V 
pan ay New South oe api lca 


State. “The position of aftainae wo yu 
bad enough if the two States con trib 
equally to the revenue of the Post O} 
but between 40 and 50 per cent. of 
money that is expended is contrib 
by New South Wales, and consider 
more than 50 per cent, of the available 
money must be spent in Mec x 
trip through Queensland’ would o 
eyes of the Postmaster-General to i 
real Benge of Australia. sri 


walk across in a couple of days, but 
Department has to provide means of | 
munication for States as big as Qu 


Grampians has his far-flung dome ai 
I am surprised that, deri 


cudgels in defence of the paro 
ministration which favours Victo 


against any State in Australia, 

Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—In 
ing administration that  diset 
against. New South Wales and i 
of Victoria, in the way I ha: 
the honorable member is. practic 
demning the State of Queenslan: 

Mr. Jowrett.—I am not defen in 
Postal administration ; a conde m 






















































if nly as am ane of ee 
in the administration of most of the 
- When the lists, of new ap- 
ments are published, it is Melbourne 
‘ly every time that. benefits. When 
mmissions are issued, pete are two 


The Go- 
in short, 


issioner froin another State. 
Biiont, of this country 1s, 


1g is seen through Melbourne eyes. I 
Id not object to that so much were 
lis capital the head of a big State, in 
i yhich Australian conditions generally were 
represented. Were the Postal adminis- 
“tration centred in Brisbane, there would 
some’ understanding of ‘the big pro- 
ems of settlement which confront us; 
with the Government in Melbourne, 
lations which might be applied to the 
ditions of England are being applied 
» the conditions of Australia, and these 
regulations are entirely inadequate, so 
as the larger States are concerned. JI 
> some sympathy with the Postmaster- 
eral, who has not been long in office. 
ie of the criticism directed against 
has not been quite fair. He has to 
wK round before he can do much, and 
eep him too much chained to Parlia- 

_ I hope that he will take an oppor- 
y to visit and live in some of the 
States, and to administer his De- 
tment there, so that he may learn 
on ething of the problems which have, to 
e solved, and the condition.of the people, 
nd thus be able to take a broader and 


? he told deputations, and has said 
in his House, that he has not MA 


Pend I admit that tat errors of 
ave been such that no Post- 
neral, no matter what his gifts 
his  eeaeledte might be, could bring 

e Department to a state of efficiency 
within a year or two. I am glad to know 
1 correspondence that I have had 
n the present occupant of the office, 
ere sees eye to eye with me on one 


ing abort the use of Euiaral which 
manufactured or procured in Aus- 
I doubt, however, that he is re- 
from. some of his officials the sup- 


Daled ‘6 EG 


Much material is 

used which, it seems to me, could Sasilye 
be obtained in this country, especially 
if sufficient inducement were offered. 
If the Postmaster-General wishes, as I 


‘believe he does, to make his administra- 
tion effective, he must not only say that 


these things should be done, but see that 
the officers intrusted with the doing of 
them do their duty. We ought not to be 
so much dependent upon foreign countries 
for a great deal of the material used in 
the Postal Department, and we would not 
be if an advanced policy were pursued. 
The cheapest market is not the best for 
some of our Departments. Even if we 
had to pay a good deal more for them es 
would be infinitely better if we could — 
obtain in Australia many of the require- — 
ments for the Departments, rather than — 
that 5,000 people in one State should be — 
uhable to get telephonic communication 
and be deprived of those conveniences — 
which, in a moderm community, Beenie, ee 
have a right to expect. ) 


The state of some of the post-offices is 





appalling. In my own electorate there a , 





is a post-office in the centre of 12,000 * 
or 15,000 people where the accommoda- 
tion for the public will allow only about — 
twelve persons to be present at the one — 
time, At times the street traffic is pidekaa 
by people waiting their turn to enter the © 
post-office. About £400 is required to — 
improve the accommodation, yet year after 
year goes by without the conditions being © 
altered from what they were when the — 
building was erected twenty-five years 
ago. That centre would be called in some — 
States a city, yet the post-office accommo- 


dation is only equal to that in some cf 


the small country towns. When the ex- — 
Postmaster-General (Mr. Webs - visited — 
the place he decided immediatelv that the - 
accommodation must be extended; two 
years have gone by and njothing has been 
done. The excuse at that time was that 
the Treasurer would not find the money, 
but to-day that excuse is not valid, be- 
cause the Treasurer will find the money. 
Urgent works of this character should bel. 
put in hand at the earliest possible mo — 
ment. The whole administration of the 
Postal Department calls for a thorough 
investigation at all centres of administra- 
tion, and I plead for a policy of giving © 
wider power to.the Deputy Postmasters- — 
General. This centralizing of ‘every Pe 
detail in Melbourne should give place to — 
a policy by which the people who are” 





“.@ town. 





(yeaa: tothe: job, ct know. a digas 
“it, should have the right to decide when 
a work is necessary in the interests of the 
OP irextment. 


_ As to the subsidy for telephone services, 
I think the present Postmaster-General is 
~ deserving of thanks for what he has done. 
I was surprised to hear some of the criti- 
cisms of him to-day upon that score, be- 
cause it must be admitted that one of the 
first things he did on assuming office was 
. to endeavour to make easier the conditions 
of people living in the remote districts 
where the telephone services were unpro- 
fitable. When one criticises a Depart- 
ment it is only fair to try to look at it 
from the poimt of view of the man m 
charge. Whilst everybody will indorse 
the proposition that the people who go 
into the remoter parts of the country to 
develop the land and produce those things 
which are necessary to our financial sta- 
bility, should be considered, little 
reflection is needed to convince one 
that there must be some discrimina- 
tion as to the extent to which these 
bemefits can be given in the different, locali- 
ties. We cannot say that. because one 
man chooses to go 500 miles away from 
the bigger country centres the Common- 
wealth must immediately spend £500 or 
£1,000 in giving him the same facilities as 
“he would have had hail he settled nearer 
Ms There must be some line of de- 
- tmarcation between the things that can be 
done and those that ought to be done, But 
when all this is admitted, the policy intro- 
duced imto the Department a few years 
ago of attempting to make the post-office 
a@ commercial concern was entirely detri- 
mental to the settlement of the country. 
Ti we are to ask people to go into the 
remoter districts we must provide them 
with facilities, and the proper course is to 


_ (REPRESENTATIVES 


to express my regret that a 


charge more for the facilities given ‘in - 


populcus centres, and apply the profits 
therefrom to the extension of telephonic 
and telegraphic services in the districts 
further out. That is the policy upon 
which the Post Office should be operated, 
and if there still remained a claim upon 
the general revenue for postal facilities, 
Parliament should be anxious to gee that 
the Postmaster-General had sufticient 
_ money to enable him to carry the benefits 
_ of civilization to the remoter districts. 


Mr, JOWETT (Grampians) [4.56].—I 


) rise to support the amendment in favour 


of giving increased mail and telephonic 





he held office: 

































pe ee in. een distri ts. 


granting of greater concessic 
contractors, who have been pi 
most unfordunate position owing 
contracts having covered a 
severe drought, which could — 
been. anticipated by them whe: 
tracts were made. First of a 


foreign matter has been imp 
the discussion in the — ot 


fessed pbidorsiay san ine this att. a 
statistics which show that ther 
applications for telephones  w 
not been supplied in New & 
than there are Im bins 


as the Degen: Gonenal 3 r 
is a Vietorian, and also that 


to Aik the oe and Saati r 
which the honorable member 
warra always has taken, and, 
ia ile take. anhota T 


memories. of honorable members 
States from which these Ministers 
Of course, it ‘1s obvios» that : 


feta the jon Postmaste: ¢ 
sumed office. It will be remem . 
up till December last. the - 
General, an exceedingly shia | 
Minister, was) Mr. Webster, 
member for Gwydir, in oN | 
Wales, and practically the whol 

overdue applications accumula 
It therefore 
reasonable to blame the present 
Postmaster-General for the ‘pre 
due accumulations. Amd as 
past, I find from the Year 
the Postmaster-General in 
Federal Administration was the 
Forrest, of Western Australi 
stioceadod by the Hon. J. G. | 
came from Queensland, and 
Philip Fysh, Mae was a 


, 




































mtrol of the Postal Department was 
hands of men from the more dis- 
tates. They were men of wide 
and ‘mighty capacity, who were 


ial problems in a way which the 
able member for Illawarra ap- 
ently thinks that no Victorian could 
In Mr. Deakin’s first Administration 
hili Fysh. When Mr. Watson formed 
st Mimstry the Honorable Hugh 
on, from Western Australia, took 
I of the Postal Department, He 
ot one of those narrow-minded and 
visioned Wictorians. [n the fourth 
1 Administration the Postmaster- 
l-was the Honorable Sydney Smith, 
eame from the State of New South 
les. The next Postmaster-General, 
st honoured of them all, was the 
ble member ‘for  Eden-Monaro 
Austin Chapman)—again a repre- 
ig ive of the Mother State. 





ie i his administration. 
JOWETT:—No, the Common- 


has survived. The Postmaster- 


‘ gain a eer nel of the ereat 

‘of New South Wales. . I regret that 
gentleman is no longer a member of 
Jhamber, but he graces the pro- 
dings in another place. In the next 
ministration the . Postmaster-General 
Victorran, Sir John Quick; I do 
iow whether if, will be alleged that 


Picuiaanans PoHe was a very good 


esis Cneal 


men who ever graced this 
hamber, and was one of the founders 
the Constitution. | 
r. Ryan.—To what is the honorable 
ber leading up? = 
' JOWETT.—The Seis of the 
rable member for Illawarra seem to 
ly that much of the trouble that be- 
alls the administration of the Post Office 
and other Departments of the Common- 
| is ‘Sheath to the fact that certain 


: aur, int he ‘ore 
ent of Federation, at any rate, 


handle these Australian and almost 


Postmaster-General was again Sir 


gentlemen representing and residing i in 


next Government was the First Hughes — 


Victoria -are in office, DM 
Mr. Austin Cuarpman. — Awe We ae Ne 

cused the honorable member of having — 

“‘Canberraitis,” 


stones at Oueenstand at the dictation Oise 
the Age. die 

My, " OWETT.—If I replied to all the me) 
accusations made by 
members, who are obsessed absolutely by — 


the word ** Canberra,” there would be TH) 


time left for me aS now and ADs ‘ 
o'clock to-night in which to say anything - 
in regard to other matters. b 


Mr. CunningHam.—lI rise to a pore 
The honorable member’s state- —- 


of order. : 
ment that he would not reply to certain © 
interjections . 


represent New South Wales constituen- ~ 
cies, and wish to have a solemn compact — 
honoured. It is an affront for a member — 
of a provincial and parochial State like 
Victoria to refer in such a manner to ~ 


those who represent New South Wales 
constituencies, and are quite within their — 
rights in claiming that a solemn compact “ 


should be honed. | : 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. J. 
M. Chanter).—That is no point of order. ~ 


Mr: Cunninenam. — I ask that the 
statement be withdrawn. 
‘Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.—If he ‘ 


honorable member made use of the words . 


attributed to him, I ask him to withdraw | ia 
them. 


berra if it gives offence to others. Eve 
the subject had not been mentioned by ~ 

way of interjection I would not haves; 
raised it. ay 

~The next Administration I quote is that 1 
of my right honorable peerless, priceless, N 
friend, Sir Joseph Cook. In his Minis- — 
try, it is true, the Postmaster-General - 
was the Honorable Agar Wynne, who was. 


a Wictorian, but, at any rate, the Dohme : 
‘Minister represented a New South Wales — 


constituency. Jn the Third Fisher Ad- — 
ministration the Postmaster-General was 
the Honorable William Guthrie Spence, a 

splendid Minister, whose absence is a 
great loss to this House. » He represented 
a New South Wales constituency. The 





and of having thrown 


some honorable — 


from honorable members 
whose brains had been eaten into by sug- 
gestions of Canberra reflects very seri- 
ously on certain honorable members whe 


Mr. JOWETT.—I have much pleasure | 
in withdrawing any reference to Con- 


- Administration, 


8878 
and the Poe 
General in that Ministry was the Honor- 
able William Webster, again a represen- 
tative of a New South Wales constituency. 
© Mr. Lazzarrnt. — What happened to 
bim? | . 
Mr. JOWETT—To my deep regret 
and that of an immense number of 
people of Australia, he is no longer in 
this House, but he was a great statesman, 
a great Postmaster-General, and a_ dis- 
tinguished member of this House. He 
was also Postmaster-General in the Se- 
cond Hughes Administration, and in the 
Australian National War Government. 
Of course, the present Postmaster-Gene- 
ral is a Victorian, as we all know, but "I 
have shown conclusively that there is not 
the remotest justification for the narrow- 
minded charge, the most absurdly ridicu- 
lous and trumped- up implication that the 
destinies of the Post Office have suffered 
in the past or are suffering at present 
by being placed in the hands of Post- 
masters-General representing Victorian 
constituencies. 
Now, having shown that the omissions 
of the Department are not in the re- 
motest degree due to the fact that its ad- 
ministration has been in the hands of 
honorable members representing any par- 
ficular State, I approach the question 
raised by the honorable member for 
Hume, that of giving relief to mail con- 
tractors who took up théir contracts as 
from ist January of this year. It is 
_ said in defence of the attitude wf the De- 
partment that when the contracts were 
entered upon, the tenderers knew that the 
drought was in progress, and no doubt 
took into consideration the cost of feeding 
their horses. I maintain, however, that 
it was impossible for any one working 
stock in the interior of Australia on Ist 
January last to take a cdntract based 
on the existing cost of fodder in 
the belief that, if the drought con- 
tinued, he could carry it on profit- 
ably, and I doubt very much whether 
a contractor would make any profit 
on a contract for five years to cover 
the losses sustained during the last six 
months. The honorable member for 
Robertson (Mr. Fleming) knows well that 
the people living in the interior of, Aus- 
tralia are a sanguine, optimistic race, and 
that they would not have taken on the 
contracts unless they believed that the 


drought would break up almost imme- 


~ 


Sadly / (REPRESENTATIVES) | ‘o orm Me a 


-the history of Australia. 
fetched as much as £20 a ton. 
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diately, or that Shee would 
continue to buy fodder at the 


submitted; but we did not get 
mer rains we expected, and the 
fodder, instead of decreasing, 
to a figure never previously 


Lue 





Mr. LAveLue.—Prices doubled. ie 


Mr. JOWETT.—Yes, they inci re 
at least double what they wer 
beginning of the year. EE 

Mr, Betut,—That could not have been 
the case. ; ae 

Mr, JOWETT.—It may not have 
the case in Tasmania. Miss 

Mr. Berti. — Tasmanian prices 8 
ruled by the Sydney market ‘qui Patio Be. 

Mr, JOWETT.——As 4 con ule, 'ay 
they may be, but it was not the ca: 
during this year because of the. gre 
difficulty in regard to shipping. — Ht 

Mr. Lave~ite.—Mail - contractors _ are 
paying £20. per ton for chaff in oy 
torate. : 

Mr. JOWETT. —Yes, and they are 
paying the same price in many other 
parts. A few months ago I met two 
farmers returning from South Austra 
to the Darling Downs district in Q 
land. The people theré were paying £1 
or £18 a ton for lucerne hay, and it w 
almost unprocurable; but hearing 1 
fodder was. cheaper in South Australia, 
they had sent these two gentlemen to 
that State to make purchases on the 
behalf. When the delegation got to ~ 
Adelaide they found that they could buy 
chaff at a much lower price than was 
ruling in Queensland, but they found 
also that it was absolutely impossible 
them to get freight to take it to th 
State. The position may have been 
same in Tasmania. Fodder might ha 
been cheap and abundant in t 
State, but there was not sufficient fre 
available to enable it to be ‘shi 
to the mainland, where it w 
badly needed to keep stock alive, 1 

Some of my honorable friends speak as — 
if I took a provincial view of i ge - 
ters. I probably know more of | 
State in the Commonwealth, with idee. e — 
ception of Western Australia, than do a ol 
any other honorable member. — 

Mr. Prowse.—Then the ho 
ie is deeply Moret experience | a) 

a great State. . Ce a 



























































; statesman, the late Lord Forrest; 
I hope to have. an opportunity to ac- 
e that experience. The result of the 


State to anothem and the extreme 
ught in northern New South Wales 
Queensland, was that it was abso- 
tely impo8sible for mail contractors to 
foresee on Ist January last the price to 
: hay would soar during the remain- 
ialf of the financial year. _ 

' Josep Coox.—Can the shonorable 
ber tell us roughly what is the dit- 
ce in price? 


for quite a considerable period in 
iern New South Wales and Queens- 


r lunerne sae was ne te at. £20 a 


‘ton at the eRe of the year. 
JOWETT:—Yes; that. was a 
No man would have taken 
ip a mail contract had he thought that 
he would have to feed his horses through- 
it the year on fodder costing even £14 
When, instead of an anticipated 
? duction i in the price of hay, maize, and 
oats hey were compelled to pay prac- 
ly double rates, they were brought 
e to face with a very real grievance. 
Sir JosepH Coox.—I can conceive of 
der being dearer, but in some parts 
might be plenty of grass for horses. 
JOWETT.—My right honorable 
’s point is a very good one 
JosrpH Coox.—In the bad old 
ys, many - mail contractors never 
reamt of buying fodder for their horses. 
sir horses were all grass-fed. 
. JOWETT.—I do not suppose that 
‘is any district in Australia where 
he mail contractors did not have to feed 
aeir horses during the first six months of 
th re _ It is not practicable to submit 


ching to the carriage of mails without 
ing them something more than grass. 

ir JosrpH Cook.—In many cases, [I 
k thity are fed only on grass. 
JOWETT.—I have undertaken 
long. coach journeys in Australia, 
annot recall any great mail road 
et under which the horses which 
employed had. nothing more than 
to. eat. 
on of, these contracts: varies. yee 





, seply lack- — 
eperience of a great State which eal ie y 
bet associated with the name of a 


sulties in the transit of fodder from 


JOWERTT. CON: feo memory ; 


it aside. 
I understand that the. 
| question — 


Me prt —They eee run 2 Be 
Garsis 
Mr. JOWETT. —That was my -impres- 
sion, 

Sir Joserx Coox. —But in the case. of 
the three years’ contracts, relief would be — 
given. The trouble relates: to oa thei 
new contracts. 

Mr. JOWETT.—That is so. I remind 
the Treasurer that if the seasons were 
good for the next two anda half years, © 
the contractors might be able to recoup — q 
some of their losses, but who has ever ~ 
known of consecutive good seasons over 
a long period? I have been closely con- 
nected with the pastoral industry for 
something like forty years, and I cannot 
remember anything of the kind. RY) 
Mr. Brit.—Then ae contractors mus 











years, Bes 
Mr. JOWETT.—But they did. nan 
know that there would be such a period 
of extreme drought, ale 
Mr. Maxweiti.—Would not the proper rs 
time to review these contracts be at their a 
termination ? . : 
Mr. JOWETT.—These men have to 
pay their way. I do not know whether _ 
any honorable member has ever been re- 
minded of the state of his banking ac- 
count, but I am quite sure. that many — 





mail contractors during the last six months 


have had very serious reminders from ‘ 
their bankers. That being so, 1f any re- 
hef is to be granted, it must be given | 
immediately. : 
Mr, Fremtnc.—Does the honorable — Ob 
member make the considered statement rh) 
that he has never known of two and a_ 
half consecutive good years in Australia?” 








Mr. JOWETT.—I do, and I can take 3 
the honorable member month by month — 
over the records from 1876, when I came . 






to Australia, until 1920. ie 
Mr. Ricwarp Foster, Sern es: holactien 
member for Grampians Ig Tight. (os OAe 
Mr. Livineston.—He is wrong, = 
Mr. JOWETT.—My honorable fend 
the henerable member for Barker (Mowe: 
Livingston) represents a particularly, 
favoured spot in the neighbourhood of 
Mount Gambier, which is probably freer 
from drought than is any other part of — 
the Commonwealth. Valuable though his — 
testimony may be, I must, theroters, pub 






I wish now to deal with thal general 
involved | as they bee a 


















Supply 


Hume (Mr. Parker Moloney). It covers, 


TI take it, improved telephone and postal 
. facilities for country districts, and also 
> the payment of allowance officers. 
have no wish to weary honorable mem- 


As I 


bers, I do not propose to exhaust all the 
subjects that have been touched on dur- 
ing this debate; but I would impress upon 
the House the fact that any money ex- 
pended on granting improved telephone 
and postal facilities in country districts, 
must be a very profitable investment, 


ff it is not profitable, then . there 
is Something. at fault, “and action 
should ‘be taken to remedy it. -Resi- 


dents of country districts, as well as 
of our cities, are crying out for better 
telephone facilities, and are quite pre- 
pared to pay for them at remunerative 
rates. The Postmaster-General (Mr: 
Wise), new as he is to office, is ripe in 


experience of this subject, as has been, 
ewidenced by the quotations. made this 


afternoon from his magnificent speeches. 
1 shall simply conclude by inpressing upon 
the Postmaster-General in the strongest 


_(REPRESENTATIY BJ 


rr Sebati tied by bie Rowieuble. hasbeen for 


va 


terms that there is every justification for 


expending, as an investment outlay, very , 
‘largely increased sums on telephone ser- 
-wiaees for country districts. 


Mr. Ryan.—If the honorable member 


were to address a few words on the same 
point to the Treasurer, it might be help- 


ful. 
Mr. JOWETT.—The Treasurer, like 
Pilate of old, has already washed his 


member surely does not suggest that the 
Postmaster-General is to be crucified? © 
Mr. JOWETT.—I am not quite sure 
whether the process of nailing his fingers 
to the political cross has not already com- 


-menced this afternoon, and I therefore: 
shall not add to his tribulations. Aig 
simply implore him to give the fullest 


and most sympathetic consideration to the 
terms of the amendment, which I intend 


to sup: 


Mr. PROWSE (Swan) [5.35].—I have 
no desire to ‘‘ stone-wall” this amend- 
ment, I want to vote upon it, and, 
therefore, I shall not enter upon a dis- 


sussion of the genealogies of past Post- 


masters-General. Having regard to the 


important work which the people in the 
_out-back districts of Australia are doing 
; ie the nation, I feel that more atten- 





hands of “this just man,” the Post- 
master-General. a 
Mr. , Larrp Smirru.—The honorable 
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eas should! oF ge: aot 
quirements, and to the prov 
facilities for them. Mr: 
vernment Statistician, tells us—] 
—that the Australian primary ] 
contribute 76 per cent. of the 
the Commonwealth, and the 
industries 24 per cent. In tha 
which an ‘honorable member 
referred as. one of ‘‘‘'sim,). 

sorrow 7’——— ma fie ; 


Mr. Ricuarp Fosrar.— 
eyes!” ©, REMC i 
Mr. PROWSE.—In the las 


honorable member interjects, of 
sand, sorrow,’» and ‘‘ sore eyes, 
which 2 come, the\primary pre 
responsible for 86 per cent, of 
of the State, and the second " 
tries for 14 per cent.; in other 
throughout the Commonweal 
wealth created by the primary 
is £56 7s. 6d. per head, an 
Western Australia £56 10s! pe 
we go into city factories we find 
four telephones, one in each room, : 


as those who produce 86 per cen: 
wealth have to drive 20 miles © 
way station to see whether thei 
have arrived; and, on many ocea 
only to be aleappointed, era faced 


able ‘Guia’ e; 
of £500,000 eonuliad last year 
working of the Postal Depa a1 
Australia. That Tory goes. ntc 


purposes than postal extension, 
the Department should gues: 


people. This is not the. way 
real. statesmanship should a 
money; and the present ‘ chees 
must cease. I am not saying’ 
against the present Postmaster 
(Mr. Wise); indeed, cane 
been somewhat Vihounlinaaas 
sumed. office, though tina ae 
eramped.. There seems to be no 
of Australia as a great producing 
try, which requires all the po 
graphic, and telephonic facili 
modern ingenuity can devise, ~ 
producing .country, and th 
sideration of this Parliament 
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“ ovision of Petites for thos ipeaple 
ire the most likely to lift the burden 
i debt from our shoulders. | I suppose 


a of the lack of nas communi- 


cient people in the Thonlities 
7 But do the Government de- 
to hee cities in these apis 


wW iitoub edly would prove va ike RENT 
o longer ought a profit to be made by 
means of a Department which should 
administered solely in the service of the 
ple. 

_ Some mail contractors are placed at 
such a disadvantage at present that they 
a not fulfil their contracts, and they 
should be given some consideration. For- 
tunately the land they speak of as one 
: “sin, sand, and sorrow ’’ is so fertile 
) hat we have not suffered from drought; 
indeed, we could supply the drought- 
st: icken eastern States with fodder. I 
ort the amendment, not in the in- 
ts of ny own State, but because it 
ight and reasonable that consideration 


h these mail contractors one and. 
at _the rural postal services should be 


ren dered efficient. 
Me ‘aor 


, he makes a statement capable of 
ng more damage to our financial in- 


; derogatory statement of that kind 
cabled. to London, and Australia 


ST, ‘ | hats a8 





sie 


stricken country, whereas it is one of the 
finest in the world. As a matter of fact, 
Australia at the present time is suffering — 
from too much water. In South Australia 
some £2,500,000 is being spent in drain- 
age work ‘which, when finished, will render 
aye State one tn the most fertile in the 


Commonwealth, if not in the Empire. At 


a time like this, when we require. money, 


statements such as that made by the hon-— 
orable member for Grampians ought not — 


to be allowed to go forth and reach the: 
ears of those who lend money. | 


The Postmaster-General (Mr. Wise) has) 


duties of the greatest importance, and I. 


think he is one on whom we can rely to — 


perform them. As pointed out already, 
all our previous 


came from New South Wales, 


Eden Monaro (Mr. Austin Chapman). 
Now we have the present Postmaster- 


General, who is alive to the fact that we 

must have postal facilities, and all he re- 
Pre- 

vious Postmasters-General did very good — 
work indeed; so good, indeed, in my con- — 
when we get telephonic 
Gambier — 


quires to provide them is money. 


stituency, that, 
communication between Mt. 
and Adelaide, our system will be about 
complete. Apparently, whenever it is 
thought fit to economize, the Postal De- 


partment is selected as that in which to 
begin, though it is the very. last place 
where there should be any lack of ex- — 
People must have te'ephonic — 


penditure. 
and telegraphic communication and gene- 


ral postal facilities in the cheapest form; © 


ve he: again SNe eh as a ca 3 é 


Postmasters-General 
and there - 
is no doubt we had a very good one im ~ 
the person of the honorable member for 


and until these are provided we cannot — 


blame neople for electing to remain in the 
big cities. Given good roads, 


._ telephonic communication, and other 
conveniences, we should find our young 


men and others quite wi.ling to settle in — 
It is to that end we should — 


the country. 
work, instead of wasting so much time 
in idle talk here. We have been sitting now 


for three months and have practically 


done nothing, and, under the present sys- 
tem, I am afraid we should do no more if | 
we were to remain here for three years. 


If I had my way I would put a stiff time 
limit to speeches, so that we might get on ~ 


with the work of the country. We, as a- 
Parliament, ought to meet prepared to 


work all tog gether in the interest of. the ‘ 





schools, _ 
good mail services, with telegraphic and 


; 








Supply | 





country, and not be sa coatinatane fight- 
ing one against the other. 
change that might prove effective is the 
imstitution of elective Ministries, which 
would result in our getting some men 
from the other side, and so unite the talent 
and braims of the House. With elective 
Ministries E believe we should be able to 
pull together inthe interests of Australia 
and of the Empire. 

‘Mr, CONSIDINE (Barrier) [5.45].— 
I am olad to hear the honorable member 
for Barker (Mr. Livingston) advocate 
elective Ministries, with the object. of ob- 
taining some ‘‘talent’’ from this side of 
the House; and the protest made by the 
honorable member for Hume (Mr. Parker 
Moloney) shows the necessity for the 
adoption of some such suggestion, or, 
failing that, turning the Labour minority 
into a majority. The amendment is very 
appropriate in view of the many protests 
and applications sent by mail contractors 
in the district I represent to the Postal 
Department. In a number of cases the 
Department has recognised the dis- 
advantages under which these mail con- 
tractors suffer and has afforded some sort 
of relief. The telephonic and telegraphic 
facilities in my electorate are by no means 
what they should be, or what they were. 
They have been reduced to such an. ex- 
tent that protests are continuously being 
made, but, from what I hear, from other 
honorable members, that is characteristic 
of the postal service throughout the 
country. 

Mr. Gase.—tThe district of the honor- 
able member for Barker (Mr. Living- 
ston), who is a Government. supporter, is 

iter off, 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—I do not know 
why that. constituency should happen to 
be a postal paradise. The Postmaster- 
General (Mr. Wise) knows that prior to 
his taking office I several times: em- 
phasized. the necessity for the extension 
of postal and telephouic facilities in the 
eountry; indeed, at vavious times during 
the lite of the last Parliament, even Go- 
vernment. supporters threatened the Go- 
vernment because of their lack of such 
facilities. The promises of the honorable 
member for Balaclava (Mr. Watt), when 
Acting Prime Minister, in this regard 
have. not been carr’el out, for the curtail- 
ment of services still goes on, while there 
has been a reduction in the remuneration 
paid to post-office attendants, 


(REPRESENTATIVES. 1 


One great 


wt, 











- ~~ 


G me 


Mr. Wise Where the = 
off. \ ° me 1 

Mr. CONSIDINE. — a | can 
easily fall off if, as in my own electorate, 
between Wentworth and Broken Hill, a 
stretch of country of about 55 niles, Is | 
left with no facilities for the ez ave of | 
correspondence. From time to time, 
members. representing country constitu- 
encies are informed by the Postmaster- a 
General’s Department that, unless the 
residents within a certain area are pre- 
pared to subsidize the existing postal ~ 
facilities, these will be cut off or reduced, De 
because the revenue from them is not hy 
sufficient to carry them on. Thus coun- ~~ 
try residents are asked to pay out of their 
own pockets for conveniences that are 
part of the ordinary requirements of ie. 
civilization. There is no sense In thus ~~ 
penalizing those who earn their living in — 
the back-bloeks. Such action discourages 
them from remainifig. there, and others 
from going there. As I have pointed out 
in other speeches, the Department took pet 
upon itself to reduce postal services ab a 
time when, above all others, the people | 
were. interested in obtaining | news 
speedily, that. is, during the war, when 
most radical alterations were made. viet 

While on my feet, I wish to draw ate 
tention to the. fact that, information re- 
specting weather conditions is not posted © 
on the postal premises at Broken Hilk 
That city is the centre of a fairly bg 
pastoral district, West Darling, which — 
contains quite a large number of graziers 
and others engaged in pastoral pursuits, 
These persons are unable to obtain at th 
Broken Hill post-office’ information 
garding weather variations, which have 
profound effect on their industry, becaus 
they govern operations like the shifting 
stock. In a letter, a copy of which’ as 
been sent to the Department, a corre: 
spondent says— 

For many years past when rain #2 fa 
in this dry area, the fact has been made knoy 
to the pastoralists, the stock agents, and 
public at the local telegraph office. The rezis+ 
trations at.the telegraph and telephone sta‘iongs 
have been freely issued. These records hav 
been of important value and équal interest to 
all-coneerned in the pastoral indu in the 
far west. They have facilit-ted busimess, ar 
have helped to assist pastoralists to. move ‘sto 
from place to place to meet the changes « 
weather. These movings were, and #re, mk ; 
of individual importance only, but: concern the. 
whole of the West Darling pastoral. industry, — . 
a vital factor in not only the State’s, but AUSE TE 
tralia’s economic welfare. 0 TS 
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nnia~ and 


and issue these so important rain 


cost sdiach esis and repaid areblyy 
nefit. those interested in pastoral pur- 

_ In Sydney and in Melbourne, 
hipping and other intelligence is posted 
t ithe General Post Office. Wharf 
jonrers and others interested in ae 


lence ‘be ‘piven to the Agee ot 
t Darling, by providing them with in- 
nation respecting ‘rainfall and weather 
It would not cause much ex- 
to do this. 


Ed OSEPH 1 Coox. oie information is 


ir. CONSIDINE fan is posted in 
annia and Menindie. 

ir JosepH Coox.—Have they given a 
eae sl why it is not are at Broken 
ir. CONSIDINE. —No ; my correspon- 
ae that the practice may be re- 
wed. I gather that the information 
3 posted, and that the practice of post- 
it has ‘been discontinued. 

ir JosEpH Coox.—It should be posted 
4 a place like Broken Hill. 

-. CONSIDINE. —The Treasurer and 
ostmaster-General will readily under- 


re it-is most important that this in- 
ation should be made public. 
eo not know whether other constitu- 
s have suffered as much as mine from 
utting down of mail services and the 
holding of telephone facilities. The 
master-General is in the best position 
ow what is taking place, but if other 
ituencies have suffered as much as 
Barrier, the country people of Aus- 
2 are getting a very rough deal from 
. Commonwealth Government. It is 
yout time that we ceased to treat the 
tal Department as a business concern. 
have always claimed that postal and 
eoraphie facilities are the right of our 
ens, and that the granting of them 
d not. be on a revenue- -producing 


ithe erqnennneas HOLL, np be con- 
d as a business a oe ame for all 


A Meniaitia are. weet ieas to 
Pes not hala rim. the centre of the Ue 
is 


ea nd that Broken Hill is a large centre ~ 








he CONSIDINE.—I ‘do ae say shat’) 


it should not be conducted with business — 
method; but there are businesses and 


businesses, The Treasurer knows that — 
sometimes businesses are conducted nob 
with a view to making a profit, but to 
support other businesses which are eer, 
ducing revenue. 
of the community, and desire to keep oa 
people. in thé back country by we 
life worth ‘living there, the least you will 

do is to grant the minimum facilities of | 

communication required by a civilized — 

community. In the city, postal, tele- 


graph, and telephone conveniences are 


always at hand. If revenue must be come 









sidered, let the burden of providing # 
be placed on the shoulders of the towns-— 


If you study the good t ( 


people, who are not under the same dis- pa : 


abilities as country residents. It is nob 
fair that the people in_the country should — 
be penalized as they are being penalized. 


Tt should be laid down. as a guiding prin- if 


ciple for all Postmasters-General ee 
services should not be cut out, or-redueed, 

as thev have been in the past, in order to, 
bring the expenditure of the Department — 
within its income; the comfort’ and well- Wy, 


being of the people, especially of those im ae 


the country. should be the first considera- : 


tion of every Administration. 


Mr. WISE 
General) [6.2].—When a mentber intends © 
to attack the administration of a i aa 
ment, he might take the trouble, and 
have the courtesy, to inform the Minister 
of his intention, so that the latter may 
be furnished with figures and infomma- — 
tion to reply to his statements. For 
several weeks I carried in my pocket a 
number of returns in the anticipation hat 
questions would be asked to which they — 
would furnish a reply. But to-day I was 
atbacked without notice, and had to send 
to the office for. information, fortunately 
getting hold of the Secretary of the De 
partment just as he was leaving. 


Mr. Parker Motonzy—Last Frides 
the honorable member for Eden-Mcnaro 
(Mr. Austin Chapman) said that he would | 
move: the adjournment of the House. on 
the following Wednesday. ¥ 


Mr. WISE.—This is not ‘‘ the ection 
Wednesday,’’ and the honorable member _ 
for Eden-Monaro did not carry out his 
intentions. I had no notice of the attack 
which has been made on the Deperteamer | 
this afternoon. | 


(Gippsland—Postmaster- _ 
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-Mnnisters and Governments 
made concessions to country districts. I 
have said that it was the first Fisher 


‘the 75 per cent. basis. 


iM ne) toh render every service for nothing, I do 
not think they can be regarded — as in- 


grote Postmaster-General is to be re- 


I was wentea upon by a. large deputation 


_ of members representing country constitu- 
_ encies and of honorable senators, to which 
_ I quoted the remarks made by. Mr. Deakin, 
_ when Prime Minister in 1908, 

to an attack made on the Post Office. I 


in reply 


heard his speech, and it expressed my own 


_ views on the subject of Post Office man- 


agement and the reasons which should 
govern its administration. Mr. Deakin 


‘said in effect that the Post Office was not 


established to produce a money return for 
the Government as an ordinary revenue- 
earning Department; that its object was 
to ;romote social and commercial inter- 
course among the people. From that it 
naturally followed that country districts 
would be given services quite dispropor- 
tionate to the amount of revenue they 
contributed. I myself have given credu 
both here and in reply to deputations, to 
that have 


Government that made the original con- 
cession regarding country trunk telephone 
lines. Previously the people of a district 


had to guarantee a certain revenue 


from such a line, and to make 


up the whole of any deficiency be- 


tween the required and the actual receipts. 
That Government at first undertook to 
pay 25 per cent. of that deficiency, the 
people in the country to contribute on 
Just pricr to the 
1910 election, the Government reduced 
the country people’ s contribution to 50 
per cent., which remained until this. 
year, when, in order to carry out the 
promise made by the Prime Minister 


i (Mr. Hughes) at the last general election, 


that every possible facility would be ex. 
tended to country districts, special con- 
cessions were made. There is no excuse 
for any honorable member saying that he 
did not. know of them, because every hon- 
orable member was furnished with a copy 


; of the concessions that, have been granted 


in regard to both mail and telephone 
services. 


Mr. Prowss. — They are still in- 


: adequate, 


Mr. WISE.—-Unless we are prepared 


/ 


adequate. All we ask now is a contri- 





t to sb consider that the Depateene’ | 


are not as small as those in 


a SL en pelo of five ‘years. 


bution of 25 per hoe of t 
between the required | reve 
estimated revenue. _ 

Mr. HEATON, Mae sce that 









Mr. WISE.—To every line | 
by the Department. 
Mr. Prowsn.—Is not tha 
mendous penalty on the people 1 
rural parts ? 
Mr. WISE.—There is only o 
thing to do, and that is to ma. 
telephone line for nothing ; that is a 
lutely impossible. ae 
Mr. Srewart.—But that is W. 
Department does in crowded cen 
Mr. WISE.—No. I tell th 
as I repeately tell my own con: 
that the distances thraenonea 


































































Distance does not trouble us mu 
State. If we had to deal with 
torian distances, we would not have 
trouble in making the country lin 

we cannot grant fifty or sixty peort 
Victorian district telephone comm 
tion, and deny it to 200 or 300 pe 
remote districts of. the larger Sta’ 
Queensland and Western Au 
where the erection of 200 or 300 4 
line may be involved. We can or 
one policy for the whole of At 
and that is to lay down all lines up 
same conditions. These are the 
sions that we have made in reg. 
telephone services— 


ERECTION OF PUBLIC a 
LINES, UNDER GUARANTEE, UNDER 
Pouicy OUTLINED BY THE P 
GENERAL. . 


1. In the case of lines ONY Ae. 
to yield within eight years an annual 
revenue covering an amount sufficie 
vide for the cost of operating the 
10 per. cent. of the cost of constr 
line, and supplying the instruments, or 
the estimated cost of a line does not 
£100, no guarantee or contribution wil 
guired from those concerned. 

2. In the case of lines which are e 
be unfinancial on erection, but which 
mated to earn the.minimum revenue 
amount which will cover the cost of | 
the line, plus 10 per cent. of the cos 
struction and supplying the instrument 
in a period of seven years, the Departme 
bear 75. per cent. of the difference betw 
estimated revenue and the minimum | 
if those concerned pay down an ame 
to 25 per cent. of the deficiency f 
two years and enter into a bond g 
to make good a like proportion of 


































ines serial are Nob: likely ee Me Nat 
rection and which are not estimated to 
the minimum revenue within a period of 
2 years will be erected by the Department 
hose interested making a contribution, in 
‘labour, and/or material to the extent of 
per cent. of the estimated annual deticiency 
pitalized at 10 per cent., the Department 
ing 75 per cent. of the deficiency. 
In cases where these lines prove financial 
r three years’ experience, refunds will be 
ade to those interested, who will also get 
edit for surpluses under ‘certain conditions. 
ere lines prove financial at the end of the 
eement period, the amount contributed, to- 
Jie with interest accruing thereon, is re- 

nded to the persons concerned. 

; ®, Bteps are being taken to obtain as quickly 
3 possible the necessary material, and when 
s has been obtained preference will be given 
ines which have already been approved, 
but which the Department has been unable to 
owing to lack of funds. Some time must 
owed in which to obtain the necessary 
terial. 


oe member of: the pene, and 


| many districts to mi cette 
been sent, stating that the tender for 
- following | three years would be so 
) 1, and that unless the people were 
re pared to contribute a certain amount, 
@ service would be discontinued. 
[ regarded as a very great hardship, and 
we overcame it by introducing the fol- 
ig conditions, as apo Ist J mens last— 


ice a week. When the cost exceeds the 
ue, the Department will bear the whole 
if the difference between the cost and the 
ue does not exceed 50 per cent. of the 
lue.. Ji the loss exceeds 50 per cent. of 
@ revenue, the Department to bear 75 per 
cent. of the deficiency, or that proportion of 
> the deficiency which equals 50 per cent. of the 
revenue, whichever is the greater; the _ resi- 
s to contribute the balance providing such 
jbution exceeds £10, but if under £10, 
Department to bear the whole of the loss. 
ree times a week. When the cost exceeds 
qT the Department will bear the 
of the cost if the deficiency does not 
50 per cent. of the revenue. If it ex- 
50 per cent. of the revenue, the Depart- 





That 


(Formal). is c 


ment to bear 65 per cent. of the deficiency, 0 or 
that proportion thereof which equals 50 per 


cent. of the revenue, whichever is the greater; di 
the residents to contribute the balance with a 


similar provision as in the case of the twice- -B- 
week frequency. 

More than three times a week. 
tions as for a three times a week frequency, 
with the exception thatthe Department will 
bear 55 per cent instead of 65 per cent. of the 
deficiency, or that proportion thereof which 


equals 50 per cent. of the revenue, whichever 


is the greater. 
Cost of receiving-offices not. to be debited 


‘against the service, 


“Intermediate recelving- -offices not to be estab- 
lished on non-paying services, where the resi- 
dents to be served can be given reasonable — 
facilities by means of a free bag, delivery into. 


roadside boxes, or by private bag. 


ExISTING MAIts., 


If a tender reasonable for the service 40. 


be performed, taking local conditions into con- 
sideration, no contr bution to be required, If 
the tender is unreasonable, a contribution to 
be asked for. 


Those conditions are a great improvement 


upon those obtaining before Ist July last, 

and I: think it is unfair to say that facili- 
ties to the country districts have not been © 
extended by the present Government. 
Much of the trouble in connexion with — 
telephone services, both trunk lines and 
private services in ‘the cities, is due to tha 
circumstances arising out of the war. 


During the last two or three years we — 


have been handicapped, not only by the 
shortness of money, but also by the cost 
of material and the difficulty of poten | 
it at all. Even at the present time, for 
ordinary galvanized wire, when we are 
able to get it, we pay £65 per ton, as 
against the pre-war price of £12 per ton. 
Honorable members will see, from that 
one item alone, that the cost of installing — 
and extending services .has increased 


enormously, and the expenditure of _ the 


Department has grown accordingly. My 
predecessor in the last financial year had | 


the misfortune to experience one of the — 


worst years since the outbreak of war. 


The Government were unable to spare , 
money for the Postal Department as they 


wished, just as they were unable to find 


money for expenditure in other Depart-_ 
There was, necessarily, a general - 
in aR 
This year I have been more 

at the very earliest oppor- — 
‘tunity the Treasurer gave me authority — 
to call for tenders involving a very large 
If I had been pre-- 
pared for this debate, I could have told 


ments. 
cutting-down of this 
directions. 
fortunate ; 


Estimates 


amount of money. 








Same condi- 


< 
caf 
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| Wd 
Supply 


honorable members the exacb amount re- 
presented by the tenders which we have 
already accepted. Of course, it will take 
some time for the material to be sup- 
plied. 

Mr. Werst.—Two thousand five hun- 
dred people in Sydney are waiting for 
telephones. 

Mr. WISE.—I know that. The hon- 
erable member for Illawarra (Mr. Hector 
Lamond) quoted figures which show that 
ou ist July over 9,000 people throughout 
Australia had applied for telephone ser- 
vices) and were still waiting to be sup- 
plied. Many of them will have to wait.a 
considerable time longer. . Those who.are 
seeking connexion with the. North Syd- 
ney exchange will have to wait, from the 
time the new switchboard was ordered, 
about fourteen months before they gec 
any remedy at all. The tender has been 
placed abroad, and foreign contractors 
for this class of material will not bind 
themselves to deliver within any specified 
time. 

Mr. Fewron,—Is there’ ne hope of 
getting material in Australia? 

“Mr. WISH.—Not switchboards. Hon- 
erable members may have read in the 
press recently that after a tremendous 
amount of work, the United States ef 
America is just overtaking telephonic and 
telegraphic arrears which accumulated 
during the war. They will.understand that 
until those arrears are overtaken Ameri- 
can manufacturers will not be sending 


any material te other countries. We an-. 


ticipate getting the switchbeard for North 
Sydney within about ten months, and a 
further three or four months will be oc- 
gupied in installing it. All the applica- 
tions for telephones which have not been 
mst are held up for one of three rea- 
sous: Hither the switchboards in their 
districts are full and we have to wait for 
other switchboards, or they are in locali- 
ties where the telephone line is carried in 
cables which are full and we have to 
wait for a fresh supply of cables, or they 
are in districts where the telephone lines 
are carried by wires on poles and we have 
to wait for a further supply of wires. 
Orders have been placed for considerable 
quantities of these various materials, and 
antil they come to hand, we can do no- 
thine at all. So far as the Treasurer is 


concerned, the only question he has asked,’ 


when I have requested monev. has been 
as to whether the amount can be ex- 
pended within the financial year. He has 
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pointed out that jt is wcll to oad the’ 
Estimates with votes for works if there — 
is no possibility of the requisite material — 
coming to hand within the financial * 
period. ‘That is the only limitation placed — 
apon the Department in a ee the 
extension of telephonic and raphic 
services. Tenders are being a 
nave been accepted for all ee ae 
and we are endeavouring to obtain the rat 
material as quickly as possible. Both 
honorable members and the public will 
have to possess themselves in patience, be- — 
cause no matter what is said or done, 
we cannot move more quickly than - 7" 
are doing at the present time. ~— 4 

Mr. Consrpine.—Does the shortage of 
material apply also to wireless? = = = 

Mr. WISE.—In a much smaller es ee 
gree, but wireless is a very big question. 

I shall make only a passing reference — 
to the miserable parochial remarks/ef the ai 
honorable member for Illawarra. ~ a 

Mr. Hector Lawonp.—Because. there ‘ 
is 16 possible reply to them. cs 

Mr. WISE.—Unfortunately the oe a 
orable member thinks that everything _ 7 
a man does is coloured by the State im 
which he resides.. The honorable member 
for Grampians (Mr. Jowett) thas already — ay 
shown that nearly,; every Postmaster- : 
General has béen representative of a New ~ 
South Wales constituency, and as a Vie- | 
torian I have no complamt to ‘make 
against any of them in regard to the 
equality of treatment ‘all States received 
from them. é 

Mr. Hector eee, —In view of the 
figures I have quoted, the Minister wou 
be most ee if he thought oth 
wise. 

Mr. WiISE,—That, of course, is ; 
insinuation that these representatives 
New South Wales did not play fair wi 
their own State. I maintain, emphat 
ally, that the three Victorian Postmasters 
General who have preceded me m the 
ofice, including Mr. Mauger, who was 
in control of the Department for a few 
months, and whose name was nob men fe 
tioned by the honorable member for 
Grampians, did not care whether appli- 
cations came from the east, west. or north 
from Tasmania, Western Australia, or 9 
any other State. A member of a Govern-, 
ment who views matters that: come unde 
his notice from the basis of the Stz vi, 
from which he hai's is utterly unwo th} "Bare 
of being in a Government. Vy: ie 





| hes 5; 600 Gboeasices not 
ded to in New South Wales as com- 
“with the 2,000 in Vietoria? 
Mr. WISE —t shall get the figures 
ailed, but I thought the honorable 
er was one of those who are always 
ing about the greater progress and 
er Sd aoa of New South Wales 
Ii one State 
‘ 10re progressive talk iain: and has 
reater population, we would naturally 
ect it to have a larger number of 
ations than would be received in a 
r State. 
. Hector Lamonp.—The implication 
; efore is that New South Wales is two 
nd a half times more progressive than 
BON pe I do not think the pisp iver 
means to imply that. : 


more progressive 
Sa; he will“iot answer 


r since I have been in this Parlia- 
, complaints have been made by hon- 
f ea le members about the allowance paid 
to post: sters and postmistresses who are 

os of receiving and allowance 
. Every Postmaster-General finds 
it is a most difficult matter to deal 


. Consipine.—Are not théy sup- 
to live on: the allowance they re- 


, WISE. Le It is utterly impos- 
te pay a living allowance in all these 

The idea has always been that 
should be attached to shops, and pre- 


: sarning a livelihood, and who thus may 
ret a fair remuneration for the work they 
for the Post and Telegraph Départ- 
, which is merely an adjunct to their 
r work. Unfortunately, however, °: 
vy cases these offices have fallen into 


a of obtaining a beelifioad. and it is 
le by honorable members, who +: 

", ere not prepared to recommend that 
hese small post-offices an adequate 


rdly ove of these officers who is not 


derived from the office. 
Bevis ‘rmastiese ous there 





; WISE.—Does the honorable mem-. 


their behalf that representations ‘are 
P the severe a onchs which prevailed “im 


allowance shoud be paid. There - 


paid more than the amount of re- 


was from the Ist January, 1919, to oe 


Mr. WISE. Lae” stinbunoell sabeuee ae 
Gacinight ago, the Government have 
agreed to increase the allowance paid to 
these offices by £67,000, based upon the © a: | 
principle of making some recompense for”: 
ght and accommodation, It is Baier 
a small inerease, but in many cases it bgt 
be a welcome one. i 

Mr, Parxer Motonry.—What percent : 4 
age will that increase’ represent ? Pee ee a 

Mr. WISE—TI[ cannot say from 
memory; but it is. based on a certam 
amount per week, according to the size 
of the office. . 

Mr. Consminu.—-Is the Postiisaes 
General of opimion that fifty or sixt: r 
residents in a certain district should be 
deprived of postal facilities if there is not 




































































_ sufficient “revenue irom the allowanee 
office? * 
Mr, WISE.—N M 
Mr. Conner a Then some one Bore me 


be paid todo the work in that offiee. = 9 

Mr. WISE.—But payment for work 
done is quite different from the paymen , 
of a ving allowance. : 

The drought allowance for mail com- 
tracts ig another matter of considerable 
difficulty. We must remember a 
contracts are centered into as the result — 


of tenders. As the Treasurer (Sr Kee 





‘Joseph Cook) interjected, one man puts — 


im a tender at a price «which © aes 

thinks will cover all possible com 

tingencies, whereas another man puts in — 
a-much lower price, making no allowance 
whatever for the risk of contingencies, — 
believing that he cam rely on the Govern 
ment to make up to him any loss that he 
ean show. One has to be careful in giv- 
ing assistance in such circumstances, be- 
cause it is a matter that strikes at the 
very root of the system of tendering, {1 
a man knows that he cam get his loss made 
up to him by the Government, he submits gota 
a tender at a, lower price, and secures” a 
contract over a man submitting a price 
to cover contingencies. Consequent upon 
























New South Wales and Queensland last 
year, the sum of £25,000 was made avail 
able by Cabinet for the purpose of assist- 
ing mail contractors in those States. es 
maximum increase of subsidy im any ease 
was not to exceed 25 per cent., and the 
period for which the increases operated 
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pproximately £15,060. However, since 
these payments were mace, drought con- 
ditions have, to a large extent, continued 
in New South Wales and Queensland, 
and, in the circumstances, it has been de- 
as cided to afford further assistance to mail 
contractors in the drought-stricken areas 
- whose contracts were entered into prior 
cyto the Ist July, 2919, and where it is 
shown that such assistance is warranted. 
_ The assistance will cover the period from 
the ist January, 1920, to the 30th Sep- 
tember, 1920, and it is estimated that 
the amount required will be 
£14,450. The honorable member for 
Hume (Mr. Parker Moloney) asked why 
the allowances should not be granted to 
those contractors whose contracts com- 
menced on the ist January of the pre- 
sent year, and the answer given was that 
the man aaa took up a contract on the 
Ast January of this year had a pretty 
i rar om was in the middle of the 
‘drought then—that he must look forward 
— to drought conditions prevailing, and was 
not entitled to the same consideration 
which was extended to a man who had 
entered into a contract commencing in 
cane middle of last year. 


s a Mr. SreWarr—And who was unex- 
| ~ peetedly met by a drought. 


Mr. WISE.—Yes. That was the rea- 
son why the allowance was limited. How- 
ever, it is for the Treasurer to consider 
_whether there are specially hard cases in 
- which an exception might be made. The 
man who entered into a contract at the 


beginning of this year is not on the same 


‘footing, so far as the merits of his case 
- are concerned, as is the man who entered 
into a contract at the middle of last year, 


and might easily have anticipated the 


breaking up of the drought in the follow- 
ing spring. In any case, the man who 

_ entered into a contract which was to com- 
mence at the beginning of this year had 
‘the opportunity of asking the Depart- 
ment to relieve him of it, Mad if he had 
~ been held to it by the ‘Department; it 
would then have been fair for him to 
claim consideration on the ground that 
he was forced to continue his contract. 
- But not one application as far as I know 






ro ed of his he aoe 


amount paid to Thode aul penleuatoes was 


about. 


owas received from any man uma) to be 


same conditions apply all ro 


consist. dere 


Mr. ParKER AaLenae on 
set out everything in a ae 
ment. 


Mr. WISE. Otel so; ae 
facilities ’? might mean anythin 
pointed out that the last con 
country districts in regard to t 
tee required in connexion wit t 
struction of telephone lines was m 
years ago, and that we have 1 
further concession of 50 per cent. 
then existing conditions: I 
a country constituency wh 
the exception of part of the 
ate of Indi, has fewer railway 
and is, perhaps, more inaccessik 
any other division in Victoria 
constituents appreciate _ 
indeed the concessions ‘that h 
made. So far as I can remem 
the applications for telephone 
which were held up because of 
contributions which the people yc 
were informed they would have to 
are now being taken up und r 
recent. concessions, In every 
new conditions laid down b: 
been readily accepted, and 
concerned have pees be hs 















that in ue ‘one case the contri 
which the people were origin 
they would have to Ries f\ 
ere 





But r am not out for any su 
would Lalas to extend any an 


ities for Baie ‘distenas, One 
member said during the debate | 
conditions laid down in res] 

construction of country telepho 
were not insisted upon bs th 
telephone trunk lines, or 
services. I can only say a 


tu 
Ag 
aa 
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line will, pay oeey the 
to the per- 
ae & ay happens, 
er, that a country line will pay its 
from. its inception. In my own 
rate only two lines—one 4 miles 
and another 6 miles in length— 
e been erected without any contribu- 
r guarantee being required from the 
ons to be served. 


Mir. WISE. UN doubt it. does. I 
Id like to see the whole country 


dled, so to speak, with telephone lines. 
noe agree with the statement once 


member for Melbourne Ports (Mr. 
lows), that telephones are a luxury. 
| he made that statement no doubt 
d in mind telephone services in our 
cities; but in country districts they 
ot luxuries, but absolute necessities. 
; e of the difficulties in the way of our 
complying with applications for new lines 
at the present time is the heavy cost of 
erial. With wire, for instance, cost- 
us £65 per ton, as against £12 
ton ‘prior to the war, and the 
of other material having gone 
| proportionately, it will be readily 
nised that we have not the oppor- 
les for extending the service that 
offering before the war. Then there 


xperienced in obtaining supplies of ma- 
. The Department, however, is doing 


its very best to meet the applications for 


el Bone services now in hand. It is 


oncerned. in every possib: e way, and 


policy applies also in other direc- 
. The Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook) 
placed no difficulty in the way of the 
lepartment so far as money is concerned. 
Then he is asked to supply funds to en- 
_ the activities of my Department, 
nly inquiry is, ‘‘ Can you spend the 
punt for which you ask within the 
fancial year? If you can, you can have 
_ money. ”? Honorable members know 
rt ectly well that, although provision is 


e of material, that expenditure is often 
kely to. take place in the year for 





anlee 3 in securing Rronph delivers Ne ma- 


in a rural district by the honor- 


the next ten or twelve: months, 


rable members will discover later that. 


that the lines would be too costly 5 | 
they would involve too great a loss; 


ie is diodes, pecae us the eat 





terial. Some of the material which was — 
ordered as.a result of the grant made-to se, 
the Postal Department in February of last » 
year is only now coming to hand. In the 
beginning of the present year the Trea- — A 
surer gave me authority to call for tenders 

for the supply of maierial to the value of © 
£500,000, but the great bulk of that 
material will not come to hand until the 
beginning of next year. I repeat that — | 
we are doing all that we can to meet 
the requirements of country districts, and 
that there is no hesitation on the part. of 
the Treasurer in supplying the necessary — 
funds. The real difficulty lies in the fact ; 
that we have to wait some time for mate- 
rial to come to hand. In that, respect, i 
we are not singular. Like the rest of — 
the world, we are trying to overtake the 
arrears which accumulated during the 
war, 





Mr. Ritey.—Is the Department doing |: 
anything in regard to the demand. for 
city telephone services ? ae 

Mr. WISE.—yYes. I have already ree , 
ferred \to the difficulty we experience in - 
obtaining supplies. One trouble in con- 
nexion with the Sydney telephone service, - 
for instance, is the delay in obtaining ~ 
the large switchboard required for the 
City North exchange. The contractor — 
whose tender was accepted for the supply _ 
of that switchboard would not bind him- 
self to deliver it within any specified time. 

We expect it to arrive, however, within — 
and an . : 
additional three or four months will be | 
spent in putting it in position. We are 
doing everything within our power to 
overtake arrears, and to bring a our 
work up to date. 


Mr. LAZZARINI (Werriwa) [8. ae : 
The Postmaster-General (Mr. Wise) has 
said that the reason for the delay in pro- — 
ceeding with the erection of country tele- 
phone lines is the shortage of material. ran 
If there is an absolute shortage of mate-_ 
rial, we cannot expect these lines to be. 
built ; but not one of the many spice 
tions for telephone lines in my electorate _ 
has been turned down by the Devuty 
Postmaster-General of New South Wales 
on the score of lack of material. Such 
applications have met with the objections — 


that 











that if they are to be built a Prope 
of the cost of construction must, oe borne — 





i m , ee BAe Sie - 
WE) Ce Me eA Ree PARE o dt vt 


Supply ie 





ob the people applying for them. At the 
beginning of this session the Postmaster- 


eN General promised a liberal policy of te e 
plone extetisions 


: and IT am disappoirte? 

at the failure of the Department to carry 
- out that policy. Many of my constitverts 
are 20 or 30 miles away from the nearest, 
railway station, and, owing to the lack of 
telephone services, are practically cut off 
from civilization. | | 
enters every home, and when any of 
these people need the services of a doctor, 
a ride or drive of 30 or 40 miles has to 
be undertaken to obtain one. JI cannot 


square my experience with the statement: 


of the Postmaster-General that shortage 
of material is the main reason why tele- 
phone lines are not being constructed, as 
requested, in country districts. 
I wish now to refer brietly to the ques- 
tion of mail contractors and the drought 
“allowance. I indorse everything that has 
been said by honorable members of my 
party in regard to that matter. Itis about 
time that the Postal Department realized 
the serious disability under which mail 
eontraciors are suffering. If they/do not 
receive reasonable treatment, and are un- 
able to make their contracts pay, many of 
those who now have a mail delivered to 
them once, twice, or three times a week 
“will soon be deprived of such a service. It 
is an absolute negation of the policy of 
the public Departments of the Common- 
wealth to say that these men are not en- 
titled to an increased allowance. We have 
tribunals which fix the price of various 
commodities, and Courts which make 
awards as to wages. As the economic 
position becomes more aggravated, prices 
are increased and new awards. are 
made. Following up «that © poliey, 
mail contractors, having. regard to 
the adverse conditions with ‘which 
they are confronted, should be granted 
an increase. It seems to me that 
the Postal Department is a sweating in- 
stitution. I have had brought under my 
notice to-day the case of a postmaster in a 
small country town, who is a returned 
soldier, with a wife and family, and 
receives the princely salary of £130 per 


year. The whole service needs to be looked 
into. The Government is not doing the 


fair thing in any branch of the Postal 
Department. I strongly support the 
_ amendment, and hope that it will be ear- 
ried. 
Mr. Lazearini, 


Sickness, as we know, | 






































Mr, RICHARD FOSTER 4 
[8.14].—I wish to thank the 
General (Mr. Wise) for the 
nav he has made to the Hor 


eb me, "bik I know. what I am. 
about, since I represent some of the 
back” stations of South Aust 
know as much about the necessi 
far interior of my State as : 
honorable member of this Par 

Mr. Parker Moronpy.—Has : 
able member been obtaining an 
or telephone facilities for his elect 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER, 
been obtaining all that I coul 
having regard to the present 
position. The statement made 
Postmaster-General to-day will ~ 
cepted by my constituents away 
the best..they have read for % 
long day. |\We cannot possibly ha 7 
facilities, particularly in the cases 
are dependent upon materials whi 
unprocurable, all at one@= but y¥ 
assured that a very definite step f 
has been taken, and that, if not 
a few weeks, at any rate within 
few months, a great many of th 
that have been promised for ail 
will-be put in hand. | We in South Aus-— 
tralia are greatly indebted to the Deputy 
Postmaster-General there. His work | 
highly appreciated by the people, p 
ticularly in the cotmtry, and 1 am. sa 
fied that when my constituents read 
Postmaster-General’s statement of te 
they will be very delighted over i 








Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parra: 
Treasurer)  [8.16]..— Mr. — 
Speaker 


Mr. Marnews.—I should like 
the honorable member one questa 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER — 
The time for asking questions has 
Mr. Marnzews.—Does the 7: 
agree, with the PostmasterGene 
telephones are a luxury? t/ 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—All I kn 
that I find the telephone a necess 
a luxury; but I dare say it is a 
in some circumstances. This is 
ject which appears to excite a gre 
of interest, and I want to make - 
that, no thatter how the vote 
question | Boss, it cannot heya 






























































you if it goes ‘against you? 
a | TOSEPH. COOK.—We shall re- 
a promptly, and let the honorable 


ay goes. without saying. 
Mr. Parker Motoney.— Are you 
fied with the result of the hie ‘that 
"has taken place? 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I_ am quite 
oe: but ‘I do not know what vias 


J aan Moroney. Kin A bate 
“puting it. on. . 

JOSEPH COOK.—I am = noi 
ous to put anything on. All I am 
‘ous to do is to face the situation and 
i at the facts, and then the House can 
ag adopt what attitude it pleases. | 
Mr. RENTON. — ~ Now the honorable 
rid OSEPH COOK. cvthare ig no 
at at. all. Nothing we can do in this 
e will alter the present state of 
Let me remind honorable mem- 
; ake the position is. Tt is not so 
weh lack of money, but it is lack of ma- 
ial. If therechad been four times the 
amount of money available, it could not 
ave been spent to advantage, as the 
we terial was simply unobtainable, and 
much of it is still unobtainable. It now 


ephones executed; and in some cases 
rch more than twelve months. 

fir. Manony.—That shows a lack of 
esight on the part of the Department. 
ir JOSEPH COOK.—It shows the 
+ scarcity there is all over the world 
many things that we need. Every 
a shortage of something or other is 
wring. ‘To-day it is telephones; yes- 
ay it was sugar; the day before it 
butter. Every day some. trouble 
es, all owing to the one fundamental 
ot that supplies cannot be obtained. 
at is the first fact we want to get into 
r minds. 

ir, Parker Moroney. len you ex- 
in how it is that m some country - 
ACES, where the people have had to pro- 
ide a part of the material, they have 
en able to get their part of it, and the 
al Mepanunent has not provided its 
a5, 


di OSEPE COOK. a canna) tell 
honorable member about these iso- 


-Jated cases. 


s twelve months to: get an order for 





iD am Nake Up the ‘tos ; 
tion generally. If some people are get- 
ting services and others are not it 
is not due to any lack of competency 
or anything else, but to the clear fact, 
which we have to face, that we cannot 
install these services under present condi- _ 
tions. There are 10,000 telephones _ 
wanted to-day. They cannot be supplied. _ 
T am in trouble every day about tele- — 
phones, and so is every other honorable — 
member ; but what can we do? The tele. ~ 
phones are not here. They are on order i 
but they cannot be obtained. It is not | a 
matter of foresight, or even a matter of 
money, but a matter of the impossibilit 
of obtaining supplies. : 

Mr. McWitiiams.—Is that the reason 
why you have reduced some ot the coun: 
try services? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I am Golhine of 
one thing at a time. At present I am 
speaking “of the need for telephones, and 
for wire and other material. with which to 
install them. That is one of the main 
troubles so far as telephones) are con- 
cerned. Now, as regards mail services, == 

~Mr. Lavewite.—Why are not the men. : 
paid an increased subsidy ? y 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—A. proposal bas 
already been mentioned to-night. to rectify 
that trouble in a very large measure. = 


Mr. Lavetie.—tIt is not. satisfactory. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I am afraid that 
we can never satisfy the honorable mem-_ 
ber. I am trying to address myself — 
now to the reasonable members of the 
House. The honorable member tells me 
quite plainly beforehand that I can- 
not satisfy him. Well, I shall nob 
try to do so, There is no lack of 
funds so far as the Post Office is con- 
cerned. The Postmaster-General was told _ 
on almost the first day on which I took 
control of the Treasury that whatever 
money he wanted he could have in reason, 
and he has been proceeding ever since to 
overtake the arrears; but, do what he 
will, it is impossible to rectify in a short — 
space of time a situation which | has been 
“getting steadily worse for four or five 
years, mainly owing to war conditions. 
We are after those arrears with the ut- — 
most possible expedition, and the sooner _ 
they can be overtaken the better the Go- — 
vernment will be pleased, and the better T 
hope honorable members will be satisfied. — 

Mr. Gazp.—What herd a deo ger- 
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Sir JOSEPH COOK.—As to the mail 
sérvices, tfie Government is giving its best 
‘to: the country at the present moment; 
but even those services cannot ‘be reor- 
ganized in a moment. Conditions of 
drought have prevailed in the country, 
and there are all sorts of hindrances even 
to the establishment and organization of 
the vast mail routes of the Common- 
wealth; but re-organization is proceeding 
even there, and we are doing our very 
best to overtake the arrears. It is our 
purpose and intention to give better and 
more frequent services in the back coun- 
try districts. JI have all my life been an 
advocate of good treatment for the back 
country districts. These instrumentalities 
are the very essence of decency, and even 
livelihood, to say nothing of comfort and 
luxury, at there, and any man who 
thinks rightly of his country, and sees 
things in their proper setting and focus, 
must admit that everything ‘that can be 
done for the country should be done. 


Mr. Mavnony.—Well, do it now. 
is a good slogan for you. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I am no Merlin. 
I am afraid I cannot call these things 
down in a moment. I cannot ‘‘do it 
now.’ I can only promise that the Post- 
master-General will do it as quickly as it 
can be done. He will do it irrespective of 
cost and irrespective of anything but a 
fair and reasonable consideration for the 
‘conditions of the people in the interior. 
That is the attitude of the Government 
generally. The rest is a matter of organi- 
zation, spending tmoney, obtaining ma- 
terials, organizing those materials, and 
establishing and re-adjusting the whole 
of the services as far as that may be 
done. I assure honorable members that, 
so far as the’ Treasury is concerned, there 
will be no stint of funds, and our efforts 
will be limited only by the reasonableness 
of the matters with which we have to 
deal, and by the service which we can ob- 
tain from overseas. That is the funda- 
mental trouble which is keeping every- 
thing back now. One honorable member 
is concerned about the mail contractors. 

Mr. Parser Moroney.—And _ their 
drought allowance. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK. _That position is 
wot free of difficulty. It is of no use to 
say that there is nothing to be said on 
the other side, because there. is. At the 
beginning of this year fresh tenders were 
called, in every case, I believe, for a,short 
period, owing to the abnormal conditions 


That 


(REPRESENTATIVES. ] 


and that is to accept the lowest tender, 






) (Formal). 





obtaining. When these contraean. were 
called, drought conditions obtained, ‘and 
all the difficulties were thoroughly in ae ‘ 
and well understood. ew) 
Mr. Parker Mononey.—That is nob Bo. ar 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I will come to | 
the difference in fodder prices between 4 
then and now. I shall not burke. any~- 80M 
thing, but the point I wish to putisthis: = 
Here are two contractors, at the beginning 
of the vear facing this abnormal condition 
of things. One puts in a tender for £100, 
and the other, looking at~all the condi- _ 
tions surrounding the situation, puts in a __ 
tender for £120. He is ruled out, and 
the man who puts in the lowest tender 
gets the contract. What is the position 
to-day? If we say to the successful ten- | 
derer, ‘‘ We will give you another £30 on 





-your £100,’’ will not the other man who 


was ruled out because he was sane and 
wise enough to look at all the conditions, 
and. put in what he thoucht a reasonable 
price, have a right to complain when he 
finds the other man being paid £130, 
after his tender for £120 has been re- | 
jected? The first thing to do im that ~~ 
case, as a matter of equity, would be to © 
give the contractor the right to surrender © a 
his contract, and for us to go on the ws : 
market again. ane 
Mr. Frenron. —Would it not. nea been 
‘‘sane and wise’’ to accept the £120” 
tender, and not the lowest tender? Does 
not the advertisement say, ‘‘ The lowest ~ 
tender not necessarily accepted?” a) ea 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—It would have wey 
been, if there had been some arbitrary ~ 
being in control of the Post Office, and if 
there had been no critics in Parliament 
to trouble him. In those circumstances, 
he might very well have taken tha 
course; but as surely as he accepted a 
tender which was higher than a rejected 
tender, there would have been a storm. — 
Mr. Frenton.—lIt is done every day in 
the week by sensible men. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—It is not din 
I have been through this trouble many 
times. I tell the honorable member that — 
the man whose tender had been turned 
down would make a bee-line for his par- a 
Jiamentary representative, and the matter 
would be mentioned on the floor 0 the 
House that very afternoon. 5 
Mr. McWriams. —I think you are cor- — 
rect: ¢ i 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I know rt, am 
correct. There is only one thing to do, 
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the Minicien ine the ante 
and salutary rule for the Department 


that things have not got any cheaper, 
have become very much dearer, and I 
quite conceive there may be a number 
of cases of real, genuine hardship which 
ould be looked at. 

Mr. Fenron.—They have apparently 
looked at, but cast aside by the De- 
p ‘tment. | . 

Mr. Parker Moxronry.—The letters 
7 rom the oe are most dis- 


is matter to go for ie, ne being, I 
ill look into it with my friend the 
stmaster- | Nessun 


mail contractors whe are not i 
ght-stricken. districts, but who have 

to pay drought prices? 

a Sir Aiea COOK eetinuee their 


enuine oa I ean promise that oe 
ostmaster-Ceneral will make earnest 


¥ Lavette. —In the case I mentioned, 
y man is now paying £20 for he aa as 


x ote Parker Moroney. —In the case 
tioned, the tender was lodged 


Mr, PARKER Rawey. Nee but he 
for an allowance. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.— But what. 


ir Jd OSEPH COOK —I am not speak 
¢ without knowing. » 

Mr. Manony.— Will you produce the 
? tender? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK. Lite. 
not. I believe that most honorable mem- 
mber does not, 
8 ae of the ech hat (dealing 





iv titan as st heen the various heen 
and I still say that peculiar circumstanceg 


d the House. The position as we find it 


I shall. 


s accept my word, if the honorable 
IT am speaking of the © 








may have developed which call for review, — 
and the singling out of individual cases for 
specially generous treatment. ie 

Mr. Ryan.—Do I understand the Trea uy 
surer to say that he would be willing to 
allow contractors to surrender their. con-— 
tracts? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I should ie! 
that ought to be done in every case where, 
owing to exceptional circumstances, a man” 
finds himself in difficulties because ot 
the drought. 

Mr. Parxer Motonry.—That is no . 
good to a man who has already lost money. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The fact is that 
men desire to get contracts by undereut- 
ting other tenderers, and afterwards to. 
receive’ a sum of money equal to the 
amount at which other men would have — 
been willing to take up the contract. 
There must be some sort of fairness in- 
these matters; we must be fair to the man 
who did not get the contract, as well as to 
the man who. did. 

Mr. Parker Moronrey.—The man who 
did not might have been making the same 
demand. : bake 

Sir JOSEPH. COOK.—He might 
have been; but, at the same time, he would | 
not have “had the same reason to the 
extent that his tender was higher than the 
tender of the other man. The Postmaster- 
General and myself are willing to review 
cases of hardship, and I can promise a 
generous review and substantial allevia- ; 
tion where the circumstances justify it. 

Mr. Parker Moronzy.—The Post: : | 
master-General did nob meet us in batt 
way. Ay 
Sir JOSEPH COOK. —I am ‘messes 

honorable members in that way, and I am 
doing so after talking the matter over 
with the Postmaster-General. We are not 
here to screw the last ounce out of these — 
men, but to treat them fairly and 
equitably. I suggest that honorable mem- 
bers brine forward their cases, when we 
shall review them in the light of ee sd 
sent circumstances. 
Mr. Ryan.—The request in the motion 
for it is only a request—seems to be a 
reasonable one. 
- Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I am trying to Z 
meet the request without having a vote. 

Mr. Parker On not ae : 

cept the icon agaens ath OA) Sr a a 
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Oke IOSEPH COOK’—The homerable 


member for West Sydney (Mr. Ryan) 
' folds his arms and. smiles. 
Mr. Ryan.—Why not. have a mote} 


Sir FOSEPH COOK.—1I have: already 
said that it will not make any difference 
whether there be a vote or not—if a vote 
goes acainst the Government on th's par- 
ticular matter it can make no difference. 
The facts are there, and I appeal to hon- 
orable members not to press this propesal 
to a division. They can always come 
again to the Government if they wish to. 

Mr. Parker Moxoney..-Why not ac- 
eept the amendment? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Why should we 
acoept the amendment after the state- 
ment I am making now. 

Mr. Parker Motoney.—The  Post- 
master-General does not make the state- 
mont, , 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—It is becoming 
quite clear that what the honorable mem- 
ber is after is more than some action in 
regard to. these men—it is becoming quite 
clear’ to the House that he is. trading on 
them for political purposes. 

Mr. Parker Motonry.—Now you are 
abtvibutine motives; but you will not get 
me to withdraw the amendment on such 
grounds. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I do not care 
whether the honorable member withdraws 
the amendment or not; is that quite 
clear? I try to meet the difficulty, and 
Z receive nothing but jeers. 

Mr. Parker Mononey.—And then you 
imault. me | 

fir JOSEPH COOK.—There is no 

‘“‘amsultr’ ; but. the honorable member can 
put it that way-if he likes. 
to tell honorable members that I spoke 
privately to the honorable. member, and 
asked him, in view of the statement if 
proposed to make, and am making now, 
not to press this matter, but to leave it 
over: in the interests of the men he re- 
presents, promising fair and generous 
consideration for their cases, 

“Mr. Parker Motonry.—You said you 
iy meet. me, but you have not done 


” Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I Hee 
Mr. Parker Mo.onpy.—The 
master-General has nct. 


Post- 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I tell the hon- 


arable member that every case that he 
submits to the Department will be re- 
viewed and reconsidered. 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] 


L should like | 
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Mr. Parker Mononey.—We 
the. same promise for years pas 
Mr. Lavenye.—You have 
sidering the matter too long, 
Sir JOSEPH COOK. —Very — 
then, I shall sav no more. “af 
Mr. RILEY (South Sydney) [8.36 
I regret the remark of the Treasurer 
Joseph Cook), to the effect that 1 
not matter what the result of a vote 
this question may be—that it wil 
alter the state of affairs. I represe 
city constituency, and I can tell hon 
members that Sydney has. been deprived — : 
of its usual facilities, pillar boxes and 
letter boxes having been remove irom si 
one end of the city to the other. That j ig ear 
a scandalous state of things, and I ask | 
the Government whether it is to be al- 
lowed to continue, or whether the letter . : 
boxes are to be replaced. The Tre 
tells us that the Government cannot. ob- v 
tain telephone instruments. That seems ee 
most remarkable in a country like this, ae | 
which is able to turn out turbines and the 
best and finest classes of machinery at the 
Shaw Wireless Works at Randwick, /Sup-— 
pose we were cut off from any other coun- 
try, is it to be supposed that there are. 
not enough brains and talent here we 
make telephone instruments? ; eee 

Mr. Larrp Smitra.—There are patent 
rights to be considered. es 

Mr. RILEY.—That is the rea Tr Te) . 
ceived from the Deputy Postmaster-Gene- 
ral in Sydney; but patent rights should 
not have stood in the way when the war 
was on; indeed, we can ignore those 
patent rights now if we cannot. geb su 
plies, and manufacture our own instru 
ments. 

Sir JosrpH Coox.—Are you Bk oe 
the theory that the Government shou 
ignore patent rights? ; 

Mr. RILEY.—I am. laying dima: th 
theory that the Government should suprl 
facilities for the carrying on of the, busi 
ness of the country. a ey 

Sir JosepH Coox.—You are suggesti 
that a Government which makes ie i 
protect patent rights should ignore them. 

Mr. RILEY.—I. ask the Treasurer to 
reason the matter out for a - ae ‘The 
Government tell us that they have | 
orders for instruments in America 
elsewhere, and that those orders on 
be supplied. If that. be so, are we ~ | 
without the instruments just ade, 
there are patent rights? Having giv be 
an order for instruments, we cam say 
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ae them for Wpaste 

; JosrpH- ~Coox. —The Government 
buy all the telephone instruments in 

; alia that the honorable member can 


_ RILEY. —I know, but that is not 
point iL: am on. We have works ait 


nts we require: fae those a 
10W providing some equipment for the 
t Office. 
r, McWiLiiAMs.—~We can 
walty on-patents. . 
©, RILEY .—Quite so. \/ Nearly every 
il I get brings me letters of complaint 
it the lack of telephones. I know a 
her in Sydney who paid a deposit ten 
| mo’ ths ago for a telephone installation, 
has been obliged to go out of business 
use he has not been supplied, his 
tls with telephones getting the orders. 
Mr. Larep Swrrs—How many tele- 
. 16 instrument fitters does the honor- 
‘member think we can get in Aus- 
ralia to-day, outside the Department ! 
RILEY. —I have not the time to 
‘The honorable member is a 
: cat man, and I ask him whether he 
ests that, in the absence of any sup-’ 
; from ‘outside, we should not take 
B to manufacture instruments for our 
requirements. The Treasurer says he 
as the money to pay for instruments, 
1d we know that we have the timber a 
ls and the necessary mechanics here. 
b shows a lack of crganization on the 
art of the Government that steps are not 
taken in. this direction. Ido not blame 
Postmaster-General so much, but he 
id inst uct his mechanical engineers 
ee to. the manufacture of instruments. 
sa oe =e matter to 6 a. screw- 


pay 


> but: on we are told about patent 
nigh We must Jet patent rights go, if 
it be necessary, and see that the people of 
_ this country are supplied with business 
ies. No Government is worth its salt 
Jess it sees that local requirements are 


oe . —How long do you 


tsshere? . 

Mr. RILEY.—Mr. ans, of Lith- 
OW, who. has invented an improvement 
connexion with motor cars, recently 


d Americs in: order to patent it. 
The Ae os asked Wire cs intended to 





 anderiale the: work of manuiachine, ule. oY 


America would | recognise patent . 


when he replied ‘‘In Australia’’ he bkoit 
told that if he was going sto patent his 
invention in America he must also under- 
take the work of manufacture there. The ee 
same principle should be sis ena to 

patentees in this country. sepa ice » 


Bs 


I should like to know. how the Teutes 
(Sir, Joseph Cook). can justify the removal . 
of letter boxes from thickly populeted |: 
areas around Sydney——letter boxes which — 
have been in position for the past Bt 
years? No excuse can be urged for such — 
arbitrary action. A motor car passes the 
sites upon which these boxes were located, ‘ 





‘and could easily pick up correspondence 


placed in them. Is it the policy of the 


‘Government to cut down postal facilities * 


This debate has -not been initiated one 
day too soon. ‘I hope that the Govern: } 
ment will see thaty the letter boxes of — 


‘which I pd are speedily restored to 






their original positions. 


My. CUNNINGHAM (Gwydir ) reat 
—I have very much pleasure in spare | 
ing the amendment of the honorable — 
member for Hume (Mr. Parker Moloney). 
We were all pleased to hear from. tha 
Treasurer that. he is not wit. paoldeae. 
financial assistance from the Postmaster. 
General. 1 trust that the latter will 

avail himself of that assistance to the full, 
in order that he may provide the’ residents | 


‘of country districts with adequate mail — 


facilities, if only for the purpose of con a. 
pensating them for the lack of telephonic — 
communication which obtains there. The | 
position has become very acute—so acute, NA 
indeed, that a previous Postmaster- | 
General lost his seat in this Chamber in aie. 
consequence of it. I am very much afraid _ 
that his successor will lose his seat unless 
a vast improvement is effected in ee 
creat arm of the Commonwealth service 
which so vitally affects our country inter- 
ests. The position is worse than a scandal. 


Mail facilities which existed thirty years — 


ago have either disappeared entirely or y 
have been curtailed to such an extent 

that to-day they are not resenienbiel os 
~The buildings of the Department are en- — 
tirely inadequate. I want to draw cee | 
tion to one of these at Narrabri, 

my own electorate, which was coe 
with a view to accommodating eight em. me 
ployees, but which to-day houses no fewer — 

than twenty-eight officers. This builiiag — % 
is located in a hot climate, so that honor- — 
able members may readily naan ‘the 
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‘conditions under which these a ia hig 
‘ work. 
One great facility which country people 
Ee pmerly enjoyed was that of travelling 
-post-offices. These were withdrawn by a 
‘previous Administration, and thus the 
delivery’ of mails has been rendered 
slower than it otherwise would be. Re- 
peated applications ‘to the Postmaster- 
General only elicit the reply that he 
cannot see his way to restore these facil- 
ities. In view of the enormous shortage 
of telephones which exists at present, the 
best thing that the Government can do 
is to increase our country mail service, in 
order that rural residents may be able 





to deal with correspondence more expe-. 


ditiously, and thus secure quicker com- 
munication with our towns and. cities. 
The argument adduced by the Treasurer 
in revard to mail cofitracts is scarcely a 
sound one. He stated that one contrac- 
tor may have contracted to provide a 
service for £100 a year, whilst another 
contractor has tendered for it at £120, 
and that uf the successful tenderer were 
now granted a fodder allowance, his 
unsuccessful competitor would have cause 
for complaint. May I say that those 
contractors whose tenders were not 
accepted during the recent’ drought 
period have reason to thank their 
stars for it. The attitude which has been 
taken up by Ministers to-night, when the 
mumbers are against them, 
contrast with that of the Postmaster- 
‘General, who, yesterdey, stated that he 
entirely concurred in the view of this 
matter which had been expressed by the 
Deputy Postmaster-General. 

I do not think the contention that we 
cannot manufacture telephones in Aus- 
tralia is a correct one. There are 
hundreds of returned soldiers undergoing 
vocational training here, and there is 
nothing very intricate in the manufac- 
ture of a telephone. 

Mr. Larrp Smurra.—How does the hon- 
orable member know that? © He should 
read the evidence which was given in the 


Arbitration Court upon that. matter. 
His statement isa libel upon telephone 
employees. 

Mr. CUNNINGHAM.—The Minister 


for the Navy can bring forward evidence 
of a certain character, and twist it 
to suit himself, but the fact re- 
mains that no effort has been made 
to manufacture telephones in Australia. 


_ him, 


is in. vivid | 































it we never attempt anythin y 
never achieve anything. So. oe 


tions, and ee do Sakina d SO. ia 
residents in the country be depr 
necessary telephonic facilities. WM 
of the Govvernment are prepar 
go to any length in order to 
up surpluses in the Postal L 
ment, and we know that t 
Postmaster-General claimed that 
made a profit of £500,000. He % 
that this amount had been paid i 
Consolidated Revenue ,and ke : 
‘and that, as a ai ak 








in thie service owing 
funds. He blamed the n 
having placed him in a false f 
He did not admit that he had 
himself to be placed in that p 
But when he knew that country reside 

were not getting a square deal, he show 
have resigned his position. That vould — 
have brought matters to a head. © T 
position that we are in to-day ‘is the 
result of funds having been withheld K 
when they were urgently required for ¥ | 
development of this particular arm - 

Commonwealth Service. a 


I may perhaps be permitted to en 
one or two instances of the way ‘in which 
country residents are suffering. In the 
electorate of New England. there is 
town which thirty-five years ago 
daily mail service from Tamworth, 
which to-day has a service upon 
three days a week. Take the to 
Bingara, in my own electorate. 
municipality there are 1,400 inha 
and of this number about 700 
the town er 
was 


policy of economy, he has_ bee: 
drawn. Another case which may |] 
tioned is that of Longueville, in th 
surer’s electorate oF Parramatta. 


selene Repeated Pogue foe an 
tional delivery have met with a bl 
fusal. Notwithstanding that these d 
have grown considerably Siete: the 


off thirty years ago ghan shay are n¢ 
Great loss is being sustained, partie ar 
by business men, the majority of vy 




























































upo ‘tile mail and tele- 
r the transaction of their 
he result of the curtailment 
these mail faci.ities. To-night the 
sti naster-General made a .statement, 
but there was nothing very definite in it. 
Wh 1en he approaches the Cabinet upon 

se matters, we have no assurance that 


| ety will not be turned down. 
Treasurer has told us that he will 


but, ce if he does not, 
point — 3 whether the Oabinet 
do so. a understand that the 


hint provided on the Estimates for 
purehase of telephones is likely ‘to 
ee serious revision. Only a few 
ays ago, I asked that tenders should 
aie in Great Britain and America 
r the requisite supplies of material. 
Ipon that occasion, I was asked to give 
ice of my question. . To-night I under- 
d the Postmaster- Canoral to say that 
lers had been called in those countries. 
_Mr. Wisr.—Tenders have been called 
or the supply of some materials, and 
pee have been icy for the 


“CUNNINGHAM.—t am very 
: I am under the. 
a ession that proper efforts have not 
) made to scour the world in an at- 


sary ‘to keep the services up ab a 
d standard. 

[r. Fenton.—A sufficient endeavour is 
made to get them in Australia. 


fr. CUNNINGHAM.—The honorable 
mber for Maribyrnong represents a 
nufacturing district, and I have no 
bt that he will be able to point to 
ny instances in which the requisite 
erialg can be obtained in Australia, 
per no poems has been made to get 


The Beenie ster General was not present 
when I. was referring to the question of 
travelling post-offices. In view of the 
ct that the Treasurer has stated that 
aple funds are available, I would: like 
‘know whether he will restore to 
try residents the ~facilities which 
1y formerly enjoyed in the shape of 
velling post-offiecs upon mail trains? 
ere was a travelling post-office on the 
rth-west mail from Sydney to Moree 
ich proved a wonderful convenience to 
opulation all along the line. That ser- 
as. s abolished Cf tie last Ac setae 


General, 









and Lise the baek anne 1 i 
districts were made to suffer great incon- 
venience. Droughts or shortage’ of ma- — 
terial cannot be urged as excuses for the — 
cutting off of this service. That action — 
was taken in pursuance of a policy whiah 
must be recognised as false economy, I 
should like the present Postiiaster- denne 
to say that he will re-establish the travel- : 
ling post-offices. OE ee 0 


Mr. Wiszr.—Steps are being salen to 
arrange for the conveyance of correspon- i 
dence between railway stations, and if the — 
means provided are not satisfactory, — a 
something else will be done. I am deter- : 
mined that this convenience shall be Tea 
stored, as 
Mr. CUNNINGHAM.—Do you mean 
. that the travelling post-offides will pe Tra | 
stored 2 


Mr. Wisr.—Yes, if they become neces- 
sary; but if the other means are success- 
ful, they will not be necessary. . | 
| Mr. CUNNINGHAM.—I do none 
know what other means are conten plate : 
but I am prepared to await the honor- — 
able gentleman’s scheme, to see if it will 
redress our grievance. If it does not, 1 
hope that he will give, immediately, con- 
sideration to the reasonable request of the 
people of the north-western districts of © 
New South Wales, that the travelling — 
post-offices may be restored in order to ~ 
improve their mail service. Lae 

I could deal at length with the one ‘ 
ment of the employees of the Postmaster- 
General’s Department, but the motion — 
to-night complains of he lack of postal us 
facilities, and the conditions of the postal 
employees ig a proper subject for a 
separate discussion, which, on another oc- 
casion, might well engage honorable mem- 
bers to the exclusion of all other subjects. ake 
The conditions of the employees of this — 
Department are devlorable, and until they 
have been improved, and the employees 
are satisfied, efficient service is not to be — 
looked for. The employees are under- 
paid and overworked. I have already — 
spoken of the application. of the third 
degree at the General Post Office, Syd-— 
ney, in connexion with the employment 
of telephone attendants. It has come to 
‘such a pass that on one occasion a. girl ye 
was questioned and cross-questioned for 
over an hour, until she fell hysterical to 
the ground, and six other girls had to be 
earried out of the ese Mies on the 








= d 
















“Y ri Cy. 
% 


Supply 





ee 





ag This may appear amusing to-some 
~ honorable members, but it 18 a serious 
| thing for the young women themselves. 

I hope that not only the Postmaster- 
"General, but the whole Cabinet, will re- 

cognise that the seryices given by his 
- Department are of vital importance to the 
residents in country districts, more so than 
any of the other public services of the 
Commonwealth, and that they will, there- 
fore, give the Postal Department more 
sonsideration than it has yet had from the 
Ministry. 

Mir, AUSTIN CHAPMAN = (Eden- 
Monaro) [9.5].—We. are having a field 
day in the discussion of grievances, griev- 
ance day being, I think, a peculiarly Vic- 
‘torian institution. The Government can- 


not complain of any backwardness: on. 


the part of honorable members in speak- 
ing their minds: There is a number 
of grievances which I wish to have re- 
dressed, and I propose to speak frankly 
regarding them. I do not blame the 


Postmaster-General (Mr. Wise) person- 


ally, because, having had experience in 
the office that he holds, I know that he 
does not lie on a bed of roses. He has 
‘special difficulties to face, because the 
war has made it very hard to obtain sup- 
plies; but there is a good deal in the 
complaints which have come from all 
sides of the House. JI resent the state- 
ment of two or three prominent members 
of the Labour party about a deputation 
from that side of the House. They for- 
got to say that that deputation followed 
a general deputation. I had no invita- 
tion from them to attend on their depu- 
tation. We all advocate the rights and 
exclaim against the wrongs of the people 
in the country, for the reason that we 
are all interested in them; partly because 
of their votes. If we had not their support, 
it would make a big difference to us. But 
we shall not succeed in helping them if 
we take action in a party spirit. A party 


proposition cannot be supported by hon- - 


-orable members who do not wish to dis- 
place the Government. 

Mr. Parker Mozoney.—Why make 
this a party question? 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—Then 
why did yon refer to a deputation from 
that side of the House? 

Mr. Parker Moronry.—What has 
‘that to do with the merits of bie amend- 
Cai * chee ae 
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_ Mr. West. would alter % 
quickly. Vo 
Mr. AUSTIN.” CHAPMAS 




































Sir Josep Coox.—It has 
to do with it. ER ee 


Mr AUSTIN: CHAPMAN, 7 
troubles in connexion with the Po 
are not entirely due to lack of 
material. Most of the compla 
come from Sydney and its sul 
due to the fact that the swi be 
will not carry extra lines. 


Mr. West.—Nothing is done: 
that. | 

Mr: AUSTIN CHAPMAN, pees 
orable member, of course, could 


thought it was the Treasurership 
Gindrable member had arranged 

I have read in a Melbourne ne WSP2] 
which seems to control polities het 
to know more about political — 
than Ministers themselves, that 
telephone is to be erected between 8; 
and Melbourne, at a cost’ of be 
£47,000 and £53,000. ! 

Mr. Brennan ae: that to Bere » 
berra ? 


brain. They must abuse it lest 
Argus and the Age should ae 
them out. 
Mr. Jacxson.+In’ the ikem 
economy. Se 
Mr, AUSTIN CHAPMAN 


I have a Tasmanian against me. 
derstand, however, that some per 
pepe to buy Tasmania, and - 


gets the ey grant that that 
from the Commonwealth by begs 
praying. 
1 am in accord with what h 
said to-night regarding the need 
drought allowance for the mail 
tractors, and I am glad that the 
surer (Sir Joseph Cook) has promi 
it shall be given. ” :. 
Mr. Parxer Motonny.—The 
surer has given no assurance that | 
pay a drought allowance to the cs 


tractors. 
_ Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. 

































































idants. The echoes room is a very 
ying place, and attention to the 
witchboard severely taxes the patience 
of jhe attendants. I looked into this 
tter last week, because I am interested 
these young ladies. The Deputy 
5 informs me_ that 
i : are having trouble because so many 
the attendants are getting married, 
d have to be Siaeen by inexperienced 





B hae sugg ested to the Postmaster- 
neral (Mr. Wise), and do so again, 
t he should try to ascertain 
th causes of the trouble that arises 
im his Department. It is those in 
trol who are to blame. Why 
send the’ Victorian Deputy ~ Post- 
“ Woe ierae ee a dozen of his prin- 


abe the affect of ie baie He 
ke other honorable members, I get 


duced. iesosntly T was informed that 
» payment to one of these small] offices 
d been reduced by £2. I do not hold 
Postmaster-General personally  re- 
Onsible for these reductions, but he 
the man to whom we must make our 
plaints about them. I desire to 
mse the suggestion made by- some 
orable members as to basing the 
wance on the revenue. received in- 
sof one the work done. 

. Wise.—That is how they are 
hon, the work done. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—If the 
ostmaster-General makes that state- 
t seriously, I beg to differ, because 
are paid on the revenue received at 
office. Will the Postmaster-General 
that if he discovers, on inquiry, that 
y are not paid on the work done, they 
in future be remunerated on that 
. In many of the offices where the 
8 is comparatively small, a great 
al of work has to be done, and some- 
times at great inconvenience. In some 
c ey eee the Paice enpioe 


ces from the py alee telling me 


: as ate sometimes women, ‘have to. eee 


up in the middle of the night to hand 
out a bag; and such work should not be | 
' paid for on ‘the basis of the revenue re- 
ceived. I invite the Postmaster-General . 
to fully inquire into this question. Per- _ 
sonally, I am in favour of a Commission _ 
being appointed to administer the Postal © 
Department, because I think the work — 
shonld be taken out of polities altogether,, 

as some, at least, are inclined to ‘make 


a 
os 


use of the Department for political pur- _ 


poses. The Department: should be con- 
dueted on business lines, and should be AY 
under the control of a Commission. 

Mr. Wrsr.—Under such circumstances 
the country people would be the first. to ye 
suffer. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—I db not 
think so. I am merely expressing Po 
opinion, and do not pretend to speak for — 
the honorable member for Hast Sydney 
(Mx. West). ; 

I am pleased that, this resolution. has mer 
been moved, and I am glad that the 
Treasurer has made such a generous et 
mise. 

Mr. Parker Moronsy.—The 
surer has not made any promise. | 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—I under- 
stand he has promised to find the money 

if he considers that it is required. - 

Mr. Parker Motonny.—Why did. not 
the Postmaster-General, who is the re- 
sponsible Minister, make the promise? — 

Sir Josneex Coox.—Honorable mem- 
bers opposite do not want these troubles — 
rectified. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. Me 
is not a generous thing to say. TD 
think the Postmaster-General will admit 
that it is time that those in charge Of: 
country offices were paid for the work — 
done. ' The other day a young person 
was placed in charge of the all-night - 
telephone exchange at Yass, and when 
an attempt was made to raise the atten- 
dant to secure the services of a doctor, “i 
there was no response. The result was. 
that a death occurred; and when I wrote 
to the Department complaining, IT was 
informed that the officer concerned had — 
been suitably dealt with. Such oceur-— 
renees should be prevented; and, ay 
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though ‘the Postmaster-General may con-_ 


sider my criticisms somewhat severe, he — 
must remember that we have to hold him > 
pint ee because we cannot’ go direst 
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to the officers. I feel sure that the 
promise made will be kept, because if 
conditions do not alter in connexion with 
the administration of the Postal Depart- 
ment, a change will have to be made. 

I also desire to know what the Go- 
vernment intend to do concerning old- 
age pensions. Honorable members have 
been informed that the Government have 
not sufficient money to increase the 
amount; but, at the same time, no effort 
18 being made to bring in an amending 
Bill to allow the pensioners to earn 
a little money. The Government must 
admit that, under the present ab- 
normal conditions, old-age pensioners in 
many instances are experiencing consider- 
able hardship in consequence of the high 
cost of living. 

Sir Josep Coox.—I am having an in- 
quiry made into that matter. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN—I am 
glad to learn that. I know the Treasurer 
is sympathetic, and I am able, to value his 
promises more than those of the Post- 
master-General, because the Treasurer has 
eontrol of the purse. The Postmaster- 
General cannot do anything without the 
eonsent of the Treasurer. 

I also desire to refer to the Defence De- 
partment. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. J. 
M. Chanter) ——Order! The honorable 
member is going beyond the amendment. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN—Am I 
eonfined to the amendment only? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.—Yes. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. — Then 
J eannot ventilate any grievance other 
than those connected with the amendment? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.—1 have 
not prevented the honorable member from 
making a passing reference to different 
Departments, but I cannot allow him to 
deal with the administration of Depart- 
ments in detail. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—Cannot 
I refer to grievances associated with the 
Defence Department ? 

Mr. DEPUTY. SPEAKER.—I must 
ask the honorable member not to refer to 
other Departments in detail. He can 
make a passing reference if he so desires. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN -—When 
many of our soldiers in Government em- 
ployment proceeded to the Front, they 
_ were informed that they would be treated 
as well as soldiers who were in private 
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employment. Jed ¢ Bi 
House to believe that they woulds ans the 
war premiums which had been incurred by 
the soldiers on life-insurance policies. In 
view of this promise, some of the soldiers” 
insured their lives and paid the war risk. 
When they applied to the Department for — 
a refund of the premiums paid, the De- 
partment in some cases complied, but, 
after paying the amount, asked at it 
should be refunded. Ts it fair that aie - 
men who risked their lives for their conn- ih 
try should be asked on their return to 

make the payment, when the Government _ 


agreed to bear the expense? = 


Sir Josera Coox.—To what is the hoses : 
orable member referring? f 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. or ue 
the soldiers were under the impression 
that the life insurance premiums wou!d 
be paid by the Government, and as they 
had no time to make final arrangements — 
before leaving, they paid the premiums 
themselves. On their return, they ap- 
proached the Government for a refund of — 
the money, which was granted, but now 
the Defence Department has asked that Lip 
be returned, because of a request made. Hy 
by the Treasury. fate 
rit JoserpH Coox.—lI have never heard. 
ot it 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN:—TIé is an 
aleve position; but I believe if - ” 
the facts are placed before the Assistant. 
Minister for’ Defence (Sir Granville 
Ryrie), he will give the matter his care- 
ful consideration, ' 

Sir Josepu Coox.—It is the first I have. 
heard of it. i 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN, oe thet b/s 
Treasurer prepared to say that the Go- 
vernment will treat the men as fairly as 
they have been treated by pave 
ployers ? ip 

Sir Josepu Coox.—We wall do what 
we have promised. Bi a 

Mr, AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—A. sec- 
tion was inserted in the amending Defence _ 
Act which enables the Government to — 
deduct the money from the salaries of 
the men if they do not make the nega ry 
refunds. By 

Sir GRanvILix Rye ae have “not 
heard of it. ‘ae 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. pe ol " 
seen the notices that have been issued by 
the Defence Department. 4a 
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. Maronsy.—Look | how the men in 
Anzac tweed industry were treated by 
rama ei se ns hea 

ir. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—Having 
erred to the uotice issued by the De- 
nee’ Department, I feel sure that the 
ssistant Minister for Defence will follow 
» matter up, and if he approaches me, 
shall be prepared to furnish him with 
particulars. As the honorable mem- 
r for Melbourne (Dr. Maloney) may 
lesire to refer to the men in the Anzac 
ed’ industry, I shall not detain the 
use longer. : 

Dr. Matonry.—They were crucified by 
mator B. D. Millen for the sake of 
‘linders-lane. . 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—I under- 
stand that the Treasurer has assured the 
honorable member for Hume (Mr. Parker 
foloney) that he will meet his amend- 





Mr. Parker Moroney.—He has not 

id anything of the kind. 

Mr. AUSTIN, CHAPMAN.-I am pre- 

ared to accept the Treasurer’s state- 
mt. Honorable members have many 

grievances, and the best way of securing 

ess is not by embarrassing the Trea- 


‘stating the facts, so that they will know 
lat, to do. 

Mr. Parker Moronsy.—The Treasurer 
“has not promised anything. 

r. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—I am 
prepared to accept the Treasurer’s state- 
ment. Additional te'ephone facilities are 
equired in my district, and if I can 
uve the assurance of the Postmaster- 
General that attention will be given to 
our urgent necessities, I am prepared to 
hear what the honorable member for Mei- 
bourne has to say concerning Flinder:- 
lane and the Anzac tweed industry. 

Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) [9.38].— 
understand the amendment of the hon- 
orable member for Hume (Mr. Parker 
Moloney) refers to: the Postal Depart- 


invention, it is time this Parliament 
sed a patent law to prevent any inven- 
ion being exploited in Australia unless it 
nanufactured here. A similar law has 
n passed in England, and we should 


_ sent time, the Government are charging « 


urer or the Government, but by plainly - 


not be at the mercy of Trusts and Com- 
bines controlling inventions. In the boot 


trade, for instance, the machines installed 


are not sold to the manufacturers, but 


merely rented. 


I would like to refer at some length to 
the Anzac tweed industry, but as I would 
probably not be in order, I will merely 
make one allusion to it. The fact remains 
that the men working in that industry are 
earning £5 or £6 a week, and are turn-_ 
ing out a splendid article. At the pre- 


too high a price for the tweed. The fac- — 
tory will have nothing to do with Flin- 
ders-lane. Senator E. D. Millen stated 
an untruth, and the Department caused 
the Assistant Minister for Defence (Sir. 
Granville Ryrie) to submit a report 
which. was a fake. The man who estab-~ 
lished the factory was squeezed out 
by Senator HE. D. Millen. TI am alluding : 
to Sergeant Sinclair, and I believe that — 
the men stopped work for two days as a 
protest against his treatment. The Anzac 
tweed is good enough for any man en 
God’s earth to wear, and the only reason — 
that there are not hundreds of mem earn-: 


+ 


_ing from £5 to £6 per week in the hand- — 


weaving industry is the action taken by 
Senator E. D. Millen on account of Flin- 
ders-lane. I am told that the men have 
declared that they will not allow a single 
yard of cloth to go into a Flinders-lane 
warehouse. Why should these octopuses 
in the ‘‘ Lane’? be allowed to rob the 
community right and left? Honorable 
members have only to read in the Hahsard © 
of the Victorian Parliament what is occur- — 
ring. The Flinders-lane interests are 80 _ 
strong that the Premier of Victoria is” 
afraid to prosecute. ‘ 
One honorable member referred to 
the wireless plant in Sydney, purchased 
from the late Father Shaw. With that — 
plant the Government could manufacture 
nearly everything required for telephones. 


There is no great difficulty in the making 
of a telephone. Welt oa Bee 
Mr. Larrp Smirn.—There is. They — 


cannot be raade in Australia. iba 
Dr. MALONEY.—They were made 
here twenty-five years ago by a man who 
is in business in Elizabeth-street to-day. 
We should start the local industry at once. 
and, if the patent rights interfere with — 
us, let us pass a law that no patent will — 
be recognised in Australia unless the 
patentee manufactures locally. Mant 








eae 





._ Mr. West.—There are only German 
patents, and they were rendered invalid 
during the war. | , 
- Dr. MALONEY.—The inventors, on 
behalf of the trust, hold Australia in their 
grip. are Suen 
Sir Josspx# Coox.—I wish to heaven 
we could get .telephones. | 

Dr. MALONEY .—Then adopt my sug- 
gestion. If it is the patent rights that 
are holding us up, imitate the legislation 
passed in the Mother Country! Great 
Britain will not recognise the patent of 
any continental invention which is not 
manufactured in the United Kingdom. 

Sir JosepnH Coox.—-I was under the im- 
pression that a provision to that effect was 
inserted in the Patents Act. I know that 
the matter was discussed in the House. 

Dr. MALONEY .—If there is not such 
a provision in the Act, I shall claim the 
Treasurer’s assistance when the oppor- 
tunity arises for making the necessary 
amendments. 

Mr. ATKINSON (Wilmot) [9.35|.— 
Every session we have a debate of this 
character; generally it occurs on the Esti- 
mates. I have been in this House a good 
many years and session after session 
we have debated the question of mail, 
telephonic, and telegraphic facilities in 
eountry districts, but very little has. ever 
come of the discussion. Something 
ought to have been done, but the amend- 
ment which is before the House 1s not 
required, because the Postmaster-General 
(Me. Wise) has already made an honest 
attempt to do something in accordance 
with the requests we have made in the 
past. Iam told that in parts of my own 
electorate the postal facilities are not as 
good as they were fifty years ago, and 
reference to the records proves that state- 
ment to be true. I have never been able 
to understand the polity of carrying 
mails past the station for which they were 


intended to the: terminus, and then. send- 


ing them back next day. . 1 was glad to 
hear the Postmaster-General say to-night 
that he is already endeavouring to 
remedy. that practice by: experimenting 
with the South Australian system, and he 
has promised that if these efforts are not 
‘a success other steps will be taken, even 
to the extent of re-establishing the travel- 
lima post-office, 0) xy ea 
‘The honorable member for South Syd- 
ney (Mr. Riley:): has complained of the 
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Minister can do many~ of the things 


has made 9 really solid effort at refo 
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removal of pillar-boxes and the 
of other facilities in urban areg 
are those disabilities compared 
curtailment of the facilities in 
districts—the closing of post-office 
convenient hours and the reduce: 
mail services? ‘What disabilities 
people suifering compared with 
that. have been imposed upon com 
sidents? In any case, there is 1 
parison between the country a 
cities so far as the solid prosperit; 
nation is concerned. Where wou 
the dwellers in the cities be but: for 
country industries? About 75 per « 
of the wealth of Australia is derived f 
primary production. I appeal to th 
honorable member for South Sydney to 
look at this matter as a business man, and 
if he does so, he will see that we cannot 
attord to dry up the main sources of our — 
national mecome. The country interests — 
must be fostered and increased by all pos 
sible means, ae 
The telephone service im the : 
country is a great help to Ta 
settlement. People will not live in’ 
backblocks away from all the conv 
ences of civilization unless they are gi 
rapid means of communication with th 
nearest town. Isolation is a very serious 


matter for “people ini the bush. 
saw-mill is often established a long 
way from any township, and -with- 
out telephonic communication the peoy 

working and living about the mill are: in 
4 serious. position, Accidents are fre- 
quent in connexion with a saw-mill, ¢ | 
unless ee is means of quickly sum: 
ing medical aid the results. > be fata 

Very often fatalities ioe 
have been avoided had it been possible. 
summon medical aid in reasonab 
quick time. Hitherto when the 
tension of telephone facilities to the 
country has been asked for, a guaran 
has been required by the Departme 
Now no guarantee is asked, and I 
glad that the Postmaster-General is - 
ing an honest attempt to reform 
methods of the Department. We ea 
expect everything te be done in a 
especially when so many accumulated: 
rears have to be wiped off before - 


ne 


wishes to do. i 
General is the first, to my knowledge, v 


seat 


- 
































( ee he legit i 3 si ae 
the guarantee, and country districts 
paired the telephones they sabia 


y serious udicap in the ‘past. 

r. Parxwr Moioney.—The honor- 
-member knows that that is not true. 

se vices are not being given without a 

‘guarantee. 

‘ Mr. ATKINSON. — Services have 
n granted lately i in my electorate, and 

am under ico ee. that the- ueval 


| her: sexi be doing better than I am. 
Mt. ATKINSON.—At any rate, it is 
impression that no guarantee was 
ois inn w that the extension of 


wire ata (auelons price if, by wattiae a 
> little time, he can buy ate reasonable 
ae “price. People in the country are not 
- unreasonable; they do not expect the 

 éarth. But they do feel that they are 
_ entitled to some consideration in their 


task of reclaiming the wilderness. They 
ave gone into the back country and 
restled with the forest primeval. In 





en parts of my own electorate, where forests 
stood a few years ago, beautiful farms 
and smiling homesteads are to be seen to- 
‘day. ‘When the settlers first went there 
they could not see ten yards ahead of 
them because of the density of the forest. 
_ People who have had the pluck to carve 
homes out of the wilds in this fashion are 

iss entitled to decent facilities, and I am glad 
that at last: the Government are realizing 


aa has 


I know ints in many inetanves, 
“ee the- volume of business is not 


‘the offices all day. 
ry. Parker Motonry. — The honor- 


‘pathy. | 
| ~ Mr., ATKINSON.—An_ improvement 
his matter has been effected recently. 
know the record of the Postmaster- 
eral in this House, and that, as a pri- 
e member, he advocated the granting 
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to country districts. Deputations have | 
waited upon hin in the hope that he would 
make the best possible effort to carry out 
the policy he advocated as a private mem- 
ber of this House. I say that the honor- 
able gentleman has honestly attempted to 
do that. The proof of that is that he has 
achieved something, and has taken steps 
in the right direetion, which is more than — 
ean be said for any Postmaster-General 
who preceded him. I agree with the hon- 
orable member who. moved the amend- — 
rhs, that telephone facilities should be 
>xtended in the country districts, and that 
2 drought allowance should be paid to 
mail contractors. Bunt I point out that 
the Postmaster-General has taken steps 
to do those things which he is being — 
blamed to-night for neglecting to do. He — 
gave an assurance some days ago that a 
drought allowance would be made to mail 
contractors s, and that the money to enable 
that to be done would shortly be avail- 
able. When a request is made to the 
Postmaster-General in this public way 
to do these things, people outside will not 
unnaturally come to the conclusion that he 
has been remiss, whilst, as a matter of 
fact, he deserves our thanks for what he 
has achieved in the direction desited, 

The Postmaster-General has made an 
endeavour to better the’ lot of the people 
in charge of allowance post-offices. 

Mr. McGrarn.-We have had no pro-- 
mise about the allowance post-offiees. 

Mr. ATKINSON .— presume that the 
honorable member knows that, some days 
ago, it was stated that something like 
£67. 000 was to be added to the amount to 
be paid for allowance post-oflices. 

Sir Joseru Coox.—The Post and Tele- 
graph Department received £487,000 more 
than the estimate of expenditure last year. 
That is the best proof of what the Go- 
vernment are trying to do. 

‘Mr. ATKINSON.—I hope that off 
cers in charge of allowance post-offices will 
receive betier treatment than has so far 
been accorded to them; but I appreciate 
what has been done. JI know, from 
letters I have received from -some of 
them, that they also appreciate what has 
been done. Whilst I agree that expendi- 
ture must be kept within reasonable 
bounds, I feel sure that the Postmaster- 
General will not regard his Department _ 
as primarily a money-making Department, 
and I trust that the people who have 
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| charge of allowance post-offices will be 
remunerated according to the work they 
perform, rather than upon the basis of the 


_ revenue received from the offices they con- 


' trol. If the honorable member for Hume 
(Mr, Parker Moloney) would put his 
amendment in a different form, which 
would avoid the suggestion of reproach 
of the Postmaster-General for not doing 
enough, or for having done nothing, I 
should not have so much objection to it. 

Mr. Ryan.—-Is the honorable member 
suggesting. some different form of wording 
for the amendment? 

Mr. ATKINSON—The way in 
which it has been discussed to-night would 


jead to the impression that the Postmaster- 


General is greatly to blame. I say that 
he is not to blame, because he has brought 
about a vast improvement upon the con- 
ditions that existed before, and, therefore, 
T am not prepared to support the amend- 
ment ag it stands, 

Mr, GREGORY (Dampier) [9.54].—I 
am pleased with the debate which has 
taken place. I represent probably the 
largest constituency in Australia, and it 
is one in which, in the past, there has been 
serious cause for complaint in the matter 


Of postal, telegraphic, and telephonic com-_ 


munication. The honorable member for 
Hume (Mr. Parker Moloney) should be 
very pleased with the discussion that has 
taken place on his amendment, because, 
since | have been a member of this House, 
I have never heard so definite a pro- 
nouncement as we have listened to to- 
night of Government policy in favour of 
the extension of country services. There 
can be no doubt as to the way in which 
country districts were starved in the 
matter of postal, telegraphic, and tele- 
phonic facilities.during the régime of the 
last. Postmaster-General. 
to reflect upon a gentleman who is not 
now a member of this Chamber. Some 
may think that his policy to make the 
Postal Department a paying concern was 
justified. I believe that to be a wrong 
policy. In my view the 14d. stamp should 
earry a letter from any part of this coun- 
try to any other part of it, as well as 
from any part of a city to another 
part. Every year there has _ been 
a demand made for increased facilities 
and more liberal regulations in order to 
induce people to settle in the back coun- 
try. There have been frequent interviews 
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Crown, without power to investigate 


T have no wish’ 


ees 
— OS oa 


(oval). 































ter consideration should be pee to ¢ 
try requirements. The promises recei 
to-night show that there is a kee 
on the part of the Government to 
ize conditions in connexion witl 
administration of the, Postmaste 
ral’s Department. The Post 
General has issued new regulation: 
ney are not as liberal as we could 


orable members Thay be satisfied with he 
result of this discussion. There is. one Py: 
part of the amendment which I could nob 
agree to in any circumstances. The hon- . 
orable member for Hume asks us to pass 
a motion calling upon the Postmaster- 
General to pay a drought allowance - WO) oe 
mail contractors for the year 1920, and ~ 
leaving nothing at all to his discretion | 
no matter what may have been Bie | 
ditions under which contracts — 
entered into. 

Mr. Parker Moronry.—The honegbatite 
member is a good apologist for the Post 
master-General. 

Mr. GREGORY .—I am not an apolo- 
gist for the Postmaster-General. The 
first part of® the honorable member's 
amendment appealed to me—— 

Mr. Parker Motoney.—It did before | 
tea. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. J. 
M. Chanter).—Order! The honorabl 
member for Hume is out of order, an 
I ask him to cease his interjections, — 

Mr. GREGORY.—I think it nod | 
discreditable for this House to pas 
amendment instructing a Minister 


conditions of their contracts, to pay a 
drought allowance to all mail contractors 
Some of the contracts may have 
entered. into when the prices of fo 
were falling; and yet the amen 
would compel the Postmaster-Genere 
make an allowance to those who ent 
into contracts under those conditi 
Under no. circumstances could 
induced to vote for that. 

I hope that some special effort. wil | 
made Ry, the POMC Ot ae to se 


wireless telegraphy applicant pie ; hed hte 
needs of the back country. Most of ee a 
pastoralists possess motor cars. and i ae 


is 
Wy 


be possible to secure sufficient 




















































en who went to the Front after a very 
ort period of training, and very little 
rience, were able to send wireless 
essages from aeroplanes; and when it 
§ possible for them in so short a time 
acquire sufficient knowledge of wire- 
_telegraphy to make use of it in that 
ay, the Postmaster-General should con- 
der whether it is not possible to make 
iny effectual use of wireless telegraphy 
# add to the facilities of communication 
ith out-back places. 

I should like the Government also to 
ve serious consideration to the proposals 
t have been made for the purpose of 
rying mails by aeroplane around the 
horth-west and north-east coasts of this 


oy 


ove ntry. The Government should do all 


AS 





me people to make a business proposition 
of commercial aviation. A big proposal of 
‘this sort has been placed before the Post- 
master-Genxeral and the Defence Depart- 
t. We have only to look at the maps 
Queen’s Hall to see the necessity for 
developing the northern portion of Aus- 
aia. We cannot expect people to go to 
hese parts unless we give them facilities 
for readily communicating with other 
arts of the Commonwealth. 
am satisfied with the assurance given 
y the Postmaster-Gencral (Mr. Wise), 
$0 strongly indorsed by the Treasurer 
_ (Sir Joseph Cook), who promises that all 
_Tunds, in reason, will be supplied. That 
ght to carry out the definite and 
eral policy of the Postmaster-General. 
he does not live up to it, we shall have 
‘le while. 
Mr. Gass.—We are 
it sort of stuff. | 
fr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. J. 
‘MM. Chanter). —TI have several times called 
for order, and honorable members have 
en no notice of the call. I ask them 
desist from interjecting. 
r. GREGORY.—I move— 
bat all the words in the amendment after 
e”’ be left outwith a view to inserting in 
thereof the words :—‘‘ Fovse approves of 
proposals of the Pestmaster-General to frr- 


sick of hearing 


in country districts.” 
eel sure that the promises made by 
finisters to-nicht will be kept, and that 

ry effort will be put forth to provide 








they possibly can in the interests of | 


opportunity of dealing with him in a 


sible. 


liberalize the postal and/ telephone facili-— 


the facilities which we have been demand- 


ing for country districts. I should think 


that the honorable member for Hume 
(Mr. Parker Moloney) would accept my — 
amendment. oe 
Mr. Parker Moroney.—No; I want 
something definite. OR Rae 
Mr. MARR (Parkes) [10.4].—I second — 
the amendment moved by the honorable 
member for Dampier (Mr. Gregory). There 
is no Department under the control of | 
the Commonwealth Government that 
comes in for more criticism than does the — 
Post and Telegraph Department. It has 
been held up to ridicule and discussed, — ie 
both inside and outside this House, ever 
since Federation was brought about. — 
Quite recently, in another place, a senator 
described the Sydney post-office and tele- 
phone exchange as the worst in the world; 
but if the discription he applied to it is 
a correct one, it is the fault of this Par- — 
liament, and not of the officials of the De- 
partment. When the magneto exchange — 
was in operation in Sydney, the Govern- 
ment of the day decided to change it to a 
common battery system, and the officials ~ 
proposed to install a 3,000-section board, 
but as the Treasurer of the day cut down 
the vote by one-half, they were not able | 
to install more than a 1,500-section board, 
to which it was intended to transfer 
1,500 subscribers. But before the work 
was completed there were 1,500 new sub- 
seribers for whom accommodation had to 
be provided. The Government thereupon — 
voted the money to install a second 1,500- 
section board, but before that was ready 
there were another 1.500 new subscribers 
to be accommodated. This piecemeal 
system was followed until there was abso- 
lutely no rocm in the exchange in which 
to establish another section board, and it — 
became necessary to put up a second ex- — 
change; but the favlt was entirely due to ~ 
the fact that the Department bed been — 
starved for funds ever since the Common- 
wealth assumed control of it. The pre-_ 





sent Pestmaster-General (Mr. Wise) has 


not been long enough in cfiice to accept 
any of the blame, and his immediate _ 
predecessors are not particularly resnon- — . 
The blame is attachable to all the 
Prime Ministers and Treasurers of the : 
ast, Y FRR edi eee 
; According to the honorable member for 
Hume (Mr. Parker Moloney), it is Dos- 
sible to build telerhones and te'enhone - 

evchonees in Avgtralia. and the honorable - 
member would be correct in his assertion 








Supply 


£ only the material were avast Cer: 

tain telephonic material cannot be ob- 

 tedned in Australia. 
Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—W hat class of 
material ? 

Mr. MARR.—Steel suitable for etec- 
trical equipment is not obtainable in Aus- 
tralia. Men have been exploring here, 
without suecess, for the last ten or fifteen 
years, to obtain a steel particularly suit- 
able for this class of work. . It is: per- 
feetly true that there are men in Aus- 

tralia who ¢ould do the werk as well as 
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Hier families amounting to about 


it. can be done in other parts of the world | 


if they had the material available. 

Mr. Maxin.—As an engineer, I say 
that the steel can be manufactured here. 

Mr. MARR.—Then the honorable 
member knows more than I do. 

Str Joserpn Coox.—-Tke honorable 
member for Parkes has been in the Postal 
Department mearly all his life, and, of 
course, he knows nothing about it! 


Mr. MARR.—I have been over twenty 


years iv the Department, and fifteen 

years of that period in the engineermg 
section, so that J should know a little bit 
about it. 


On tov of the muddle at. the Sydney 
telephone exchange, following upon the 
institution of, the common battery system, 
the penny telephone: bureaux, instrtuted 
by a previous Postmaster- General, be- 
came so popular that they caused a tre: 
mendous rush on the Department, which 
immediately was the means of creating 
further chaos in the exchange. 

There are manv things tending to in- 
efficiency in the Post Office which are not 
due to anythine done by Postmasters- 
‘General, Labour, National, or Liberal, I 
am a believer im settling arouments im 
the Department. by resort to the Arbitra- 
‘tion Court, but it is this practice of hav- 
ine matters decided by an outside tri 
banal that has tended: Jar gely to ineffi- 
ciency in the Service. For instance, the 
Arbitration Court stipulates that a post- 
office earning a certain amount of revenue 
must vav a specified salary to the officer 
in charge. The consequence is that, in- 
stead of the officer who has. vrobably been 
mstrumental in building up the revenue 
of a particular office getting the higher 
salary attaching to it, when its income 
reaches a certain fieure; another official 
senior to him has to be transferred to take 
charge of that office. Quite recently, in 
New South Wales, it became necessary 
for, the Public Service Commissioner tio 


t 


_material, and that shortage ig 
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transfer forty Soleradtonst ‘in 
provide two men with a £15 
the expeuse incurred in paying th 
ling allowances of these’ forty m 


Mr. Rrtry.—Does the honorabl 
ber approve of that system } 
Mr. MARR.—No. Be 
Mr. Ritey.—Then, the’ ‘preser 4 
opportune time for the honorable « 
togexpress his disapproval of it. 

{tr MARR.—This is a matt 
apes idl epg has no control, 


fer of airy | otis wit suce 
meen his a cinelenty: 29 


ie thee are plenty of poe 
for the extension of telephonic f 
but the great trouble is the 7 


fmed to Australia; it is world 
honorable members could go to A 
and purchase automatic telephone 
bring them to Australia, the Postn 
General would take all they could 


Aces Imperial Force, and 
wi ablost phe ee in the be 


fey were not successful in doing 
Mr. Rirry.—In Great Britain 
make their own telephone materie 
Mr. MARR.—Only to a very 
extent. It oe shows ome bbe 


There are one or sae little ‘grie 
I would like to ventilate in ¢on 
with the Post Office, particularly i 
tion to the Parkes clectea nee 


really in the Lakemba district, bub the 
neal instructs them to “hare ned 


afternoon they are to be addre 
Campsie. If their friends write t 
they are advised to address the 
wd Canterbury. If their friends w 
to visit them they are invited to com 
Lakemba. Postal sorters are supp 
have a knowledge of all the to 
little settlements of the Commo 
Ifa letter is addressed to Timbue 
there is no receiving office th 







































pid Jericho. As a matter of fact, the 
rs have to pass a test to show their 
ss to fill the posts they occupy, and 
should the public be instructed to 
t hem how a letter should go, whether 
should be despatched via Newcastle or 
Maitland, or vi@ any other town? I 
id like ‘the Postmaster-General to see 
this ‘matter cannot be rectified, so that 
wns. like Belmore may have their mail 
atter and telegrams adglressed to where 
boogie really reside. 


ir. Ryan.—Would the honorable 
nem ber be good enough to tell the House 
wW at are the ‘‘ proposals ’? mentioned in 
1@ amendment of the amendment: of 
ch he wishes us to approve. 

r. MARR.—The proposals outlined 
he Postmaster-General’s statement, 
honorable member for Dampier (Mr. 


ess telegraphy. I think honorable 
mbers are agreed that the Postal De- 
rtment has quite enough to do without 
ing over the control of wireless, and 
the progress of wireless would be re: 
ded by its transfer to that Depart- 
it. Wireless to-day comes into touch 
| four different Departments of the 
monwealth. It affects the Defence 
B t, the Department of the 
a ry, the Navigation Department, and 
« ie Postal Department. It is time that 
_» we had’a distinct Department for its con- 


‘might be carried out by one of the ex- 
sting Departments, but if wireless is to 
xploited in Australia to the extent 
t it ought to be, it must be made a dis- 
et branch of the Service. Wireless 


ice, and by means of it the back blocks 
Australia could be linked up. We 
ld have a wireless department with 
ll-equipped laboratory for the carry- 
out of experiments, and tests designed 
further» this science. There is no 
nee which is likely to be so applicable 
he industrial:and general life of Aus- 
a as wireless telegraphy and _ tele- 

,, but the Postmaster-General’s De- 
Bs cite ought not to be saddled with 
new branch when it cannot properly 
nd to all the business cig under 
5 penisal. . 


_ has been stated that the Common- 
Government paid the life insur- 
reminms of ofieors ie went to the 


bappaked. + to oe wa ue shoist 


ory) has referred to the question of — 


e 


rol. The accountancy work relating to: 


yhony is rapidly coming into promi- 








war, and that they have now been called _ 


upon to make a refund. I understand 
that that demand for a refund applies 
only to officers in the Permanent Forces. 

Sir JoserpH Coox.—Whatever Promaay 
was made will be kept. | £ 


Mr. MARR.—Members of the eae 


monwealth Public Service generally who — 
joined the Australian Imperial Force — 


have not been called upon to make a re- 


fund of the amounts paid on their be- : 


half in respect of life insurance premiums. 
In 1912, there were in the Defence > 
Department in New South Wales four — 


- warrant officers—some of them with over 


thirty years’ service—who were in roeaieg 
of a oon peal of £260 a year. 
Department offered them commissioned — 
rank, provided that they would accept 
the minimum rate of pay of £250 per 
annum. The majority of these men went 
to the war. Before they went, they had 


risen to the rank of captain, but were — 


still receiving only £250 per annum. 
One of them returned with several docnra. © 


tions ; another, who retired quite recently, é 


had reached the rank of leutenant- — 


colonel, but was still receiving only the 


pay of a lieutenant. Still another came 
back with the rank of major. I refer in} 
Major Lynch, than whom there is no 


better instructional officer in Australia. — 


Thé Department made him a substantive 
major on the staff, but he is still receiving | 
the paltry salary of £250 a year, which 
he was drawing in 1912. I have brought — 
his case before the Department, but have 
received no satisfaction. 
plaint against the Minister, but I hold 


that the Department might fairly be. ex: le 


pected to see .that proper treatment 1s 

meted out to these men. Major Lynch 
is to retire in September next, and in 
reply to an inquiry as to why he has not 
received an increase under the new scale 
of payments, he has been told that, ate 


two-years’ further service, he will receive — 
er annum. Since he | 


an additional £25_ | 
is to retire next: month, however, he will’ 
not obtain any advance. Every member 


of the Permanent Forces who has returned — 


from the war should be taken back with 


the rank that he gained in the Australian 
If he was worthy of © 
that rank while in the Australian Im- : 


Imperial Force. 


perial Force, he is worthy of it here. 


Sir RL: Ryriz.—The trouble is 


that. we cannot find places for them all. 
Mr. MARR.—1I doubt that. 





. We are. 
$ employing tensporary area officers—men 


The Defence . A sh 


IL make no com- i 
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who fill in their spare time by acting in 
that capacity—and if no other positions 
can be found for these permanent men 
with the rank which they secured while 
away, they might very well replace these 
_ temporary officers. The labourer 1s _al- 

ways worthy of his hire. | 

Sir JosepH Coox.—The Kitchener 
scheme contemplated the employment of, 
senior officers in the areas. 


Mr. MARR.—I shall not detain the 
House further. We all admit that the 
Postal Department is in need of a clean- 
ing up, but I do not attribute to the offi- 
clals of the Department the blame for 
what is going on. Not only in the Postal 
Department, but throughout the Com- 
monwealth Service, we are paying dis- 
gracefully low salaries. The Chief Elec- 


trical Engineer of the Department, at. 


the inception of Federation, was paid 
£750 per annum. ‘To-day he is in receipt 
of only £900 a year for directing the 
whole of the electrical services of the 
Commonwealth ; yet the Broken Hill Pro- 
prietary Company pays the electrical en- 
gineer on its mine £1,000 a year. Right 
down the ladder, the salaries paid by the 
Commonwealth are altogether paltry. In 
order to make the Service attractive, we 
must pay good salaries. If there is not 
sufficient, work for the men already in the 
Service, let some of them be dismissed, 
but while they remain in the employment 
of the Commonwealth they should be 
‘well paid. For the last ten years we 
have averaged sixty-four resignations a 
month from the Service in New South 
Wales alone. This is due to the fact 
that men find that they can do better 
. outside. To attract the best brains to 
the Service, we must offer reasonable 
inducements, and so secure efficiency. 

Mr. PROWSE (Swan) [10.25|-—The 
House has done good work this after- 
noon, Inasmuch as not only the Post- 
master-General (Mr. Wise), but the 
Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook) has made 
certain promises which. practically con- 
form to the desires of honorable mem- 
bers and to the needs of the country. 
For these reasons, and these reasons only, 
I feel that the amendment moved. by the 
honorable member for Dampier (Mr. 
Gregory) should be supported and the 
Government given an opportunity to 
carry out the promises that they have now 
made. Had those promises not been 
made, I, for one, would have heen pre- 
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-eities with whom the can communicate 
_ It facilitates business in every way. 


ee 


(F ermal. 




































pared to take any steps, 
the paramount importance of these mat- 
ters to the people of the Commonwealth. 
I ‘hope that the Government wili sper edily 
set to work to offer greater facilities to 
those people who are really a 
ae for this great ‘ 


ey 


to the people in the meat my ee Ey 


Sir Josep Coox.—One thing [ thi 
ought to cease at once. I think the D 
partment ought to stop cutting sail t 
privileges that we have got. 

Mr. PROWSE.— The Poatiatetee 
General has read to the House the terms 
of the proposed additional liberalization 
of postal and telephonic construction, 
but I must say that they are not as good 
as they appear in the reading. With th 
extreme cost of wire and other nec 
saries required to construct these lines, ~ 
25 per cent. is a very heavy toll upon ten 
or twelve country subscribers who should 7 
have telephonic communication. — Let © 
honorable members compare ten or twelv 
rural connexions with the connecting 0: 
ten or twelve houses in a city. Each o 
those ten or twelve city houses needs only 
about a chain of wire, and it, therefore, ~ 
becomes very much simpler to connect — 
a house in a centralized portion of th 
community, although the people in th 
towns render no greater service to the 
community than do those in the country 
The rural community render greater 8 
vices to the people in the centres, a 
therefore, there should be a general con 
tribution to pay for connecting the ru 
portions of the Commonwealth wr 
centralized portions. The Gover 
have made the promises referred to in 
amendment of the honorable member 
Dampier, and as I wish to give them 
opportunity of carrying them out, rs 
vote for that amendment. te 

Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) [10.29]. 
I am sorry that the constituencies have ~ 
not~had an opportunity of really viewing — 
what has taken place in the House this- 
gehts It pees be a eee 0 ing that | 

that 















































Be that actuates some Be our hon- 
le friends opposite. The honorable 
a2ember for Hume (Mr. Parker Moloney) 
S Moved as an amendment, ‘‘ That the 
stmaster-General be ‘requested to pro- 
_ ineréased postal and telephonic facili- 
to country districts, and to grant a 
rought allowance to mail contractors for 
he year 1920.’’ That is a perfectly plain 
and specific amendment. It is worded in 
form of a request. The honorable 
aber has been pasta by speeches 


isp party. An amendment has now 
nm moved by the honorable member for 
hi Dampier (Mr. Gregory), who belongs to 
_ the Country party, to omit all the words 
after “ That ” jin the amendment sub- 
mitted by the honorable member for 
_ Hume, with a view to inserting the words, 
uis House approves of the proposals 


of the Postmaster-General to further 
liberalize the postal and_ telephonic 
facilities in country districts.” He, there- 


re, proposes to substitute for the words 
ed by the thonorable member. for 
ne, words which, so far from request- 
‘the Postmaster- General (Mr. Wise) 


members ‘of the House of the 
-ostmaster-General’s proposals. I could 
quite understand that some. honorable 
members, if they were so inclined, might 
y vote against the amendment of the ate 
orable member for Hume, if they thought 
the Government was doing its duty, 
ut T cannot understand upon what rea- 
soning or logic a member of the Country 


itty, above all other parties, 


yosals of the Government. I con 
ulate the Government, and I con- 
ts. the Treasurer (Sir J. oseph 


thees con- 
because 


Narhetioni:. I offer 
lations in all sincerity, 

has succeeded in placing 
those who will support the hon- 
ble member for Dampier’s amendment 
an absolutely ridiculous position, and 


ustralia that those who support it 





should 
e an amendment actually to an the 


some 


vill have demonstrated to the electors 


lo not Suse to the Se ae 


, “e28 “toes Ov rt. POF ae & 
te A ye, x x fit 
A (iy H + , 
ry ' 
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(Formal), 


terial party are dragged at the heels of 


the Government in the manner depicted 
by a cartoon published in a_ certain 


“Sydney newspaper not so long ago. At 


an earlier hour of the day the honorable 
member for Dampier complained of the 


discourtesy of an answer given by the 


Prime Minister to a question which he 
had directed to that honorable gentleman, 
and I then suggested to him that he could 
give practical effect to his protest by 
moving a motion. He said he did not 
think that could be done. The fact was 
that he did not intend to do it. 
not want to do, it; 


that will do the work of the Government 
better than it could be done by any hon- 
orable member sitting behind the 
vernment. 

Mr. Parker Motonry.—Hear. hear! 
A convenient tool of the Government. 

Mr. RYAN 
Government. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. J. 
M. Chanter).—If those words are applied 
to a member of the House they are dis- 
orderly. 

Mr. RYAN.—What words are those? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.—“ A con- 
venient tool of the Government.” 

Mr. RYAN.—I do. not think I. said 
that. >, 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.—The hon- 
orable member did say so, and I ask him 
to withdraw the words. , 

Mr. RYAN.—Well, I idee ne 


suggestion that the honorable member is : 


‘a convenient tool of the Government,” 


and say that he is a convenient ington 
mentality of the Government, which ex- 


presses My Meaning just as well. 


What are the proposals of the Post- 
master-General that we are asked to ap-— 


prove ? 


The whole phase of the proceed- 


ings in this House to-night has been com- 
pletely changed; there is not now even a 


passive attitude on the part of some mem- 
bers of the Country party, but a com- 


plete change to a vote of confidence, 


and we are asked to approve of 
everything the Government has done, 


and propose to do, in the Postal De — 


partment. I wish to know specifically 


what the proposals are we are asked to. 
So far as I understood the 


approve. 
Postmaster-General, he referred to a de- 


crease in the amount of the guarantee in | 


3909. 


He did 
but now we fird — 
that he is ready to move an amendment _ 


Go- 


A convenient tool of the : 
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connexion with certain country ‘tele- 
phones, and intimated that such a change 
had already been made; but he*specifi- 
cally adhered, so far as I understand him, 
to the resolution of the Government on 
the question of a drought allowance. He 
does not intend to grant anything in the 
nature of a drought allowance. 

Sir Josrrna Coox.—Who says he does 
not ¢ : 
Mr. RYAN.—I say that the Post- 
master-General has not given any inti- 
mation that he is going to make any 
allowance for 1920. 

(Mr. Wisr.—It is being made now. 

“Mtr. RYAN.—In any case, the amend- 
ment moved by the honorable member for 
Dampier says nothing about a drought 


allowance, but specifically leaves it out. 


sd 


Sir JosepH Coox.—You have been so 
obsessed with party trickery to-night that 
you cannot: understand. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.—Order! 

Mr. RYAN.—I do not wish that inter- 
jection withdrawn, because I take no 
notice of it or of the gentleman 
who made it. If it comes to a 
question of party trickery, we have 
had in the House to-night the best ex- 
ample I have seen since I came here, not 
only, on the one hand, of - party 
trickery, but, on the other hand, of 
absolute simplicity and servility. We 
have witnessed the party Whips running 
to and fro, sitting beside this and that 
member whose votes were considered 
doubtful; then there were long confer- 
ences with the Treasurer, and when the 
numbers were found to be against the 
Government, the Country party support- 
ing the Government withdrew from the 
chamber to consider the position. 

Sir Joszpux Coox.—Allow me to say 
that there is not a tittle of truth in that 
statement. 

Mr. RYAN.—We can all beheve our 
eyes, and everything took place, not only 
in the presence of honorable members, 
but in the presence of the press. We all 
heard the suggestion of the honorable 
member for Wilmot (Mr. Atkinson), 
who was “stone-walling”—I hope that is a 
parliamentary term—in order to keep the 
debate going wntil the honorable member 
for Dampier had put his amendment in 
erder. It is a beautiful amendment for 


_ the Government, and I can quite under- 


stand how the right honorable the Trea- 


thing without compulsion. 


































surer chuckled: I admire the s sucee 
his move, because, he has certainly ka 


‘nionitaltitar in that corner, ry is | che | 
orable member for Dampier, to do 
work of the Government. 


Mr. Ritey—-We can see nat 4 the 
Leader of the Country patty | 
McWilliams) has nothing to do with : Bb 


Mr: RYAN.—I. should ae 2 the | 
Leader of the Country party would have 7 
nothing to do with it. ‘With 
perience as a member, whatever he 
have to say with regard to voting | 
the amendment of the honorable me 
for Hume, he would certainly advis 
party not to be trapped into their pr i 
unfortunate position of having to vole 
for or against the amendment of the hon-~ 
oraible member for patie se T do not ‘ 


cae). 










it is a matter of ‘od eae to mie; | 
but I wish to see the members of this ~ 
House use the power that is undstiediy oe 
theirs, and compel the Government to do Rie 
the right thing in regard to the postal ( 
matters discussed. 4 
Sir Josrru Coox.—We will lig the! nae : 
Mr. RYAN.—That power can be exer- 
cised only by casting their votes Im miele, 
House. The Treasurer has said that i x 
does not matter how the vote goes—that — 
it will not affect the Government or the 
position—but he only made that statement _ 
at a late stage of the proceedings when, 
no doubt, the reports of the Whips were 
somewhat favorable to the ea % the 


Government. ‘ 





See, 


I intend to oppose the emnandiinane 
of the honorable member for Dam- 
pier. I know it is moved without any 
sincerity, in order to convey a wrong 
ce pee to the public, ad no one | 
knows that better than does the Treasurer. — 
Why are we not prepared to let the: eople — 
see what is going on? ‘Why a 
trickery? Why these moves in de 
throw dust in the eyes of the put 
I am satisfied that we on this wes 
done good work in exposing the : 
to which the Government descend in or 
to obtain the support of some of © ; 
orable friends in the Government cor 
who, through their inexperience, no dou 
will be induced to vote for this amend 
ment. I hope, however, that the 
of honorable members will —— by 
Rak 


my 7 
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a ee OP, tae od 


































































ts, and cast a vote avout 
! amendment of the honorable mem- 
fox Hume. The honorable member 
Grampians (Mr. Jowett) has not yet 
ressed himself on the amendment cf 
honorable member for Dampier, aud 
we may not know where he stands until 
the vote is taken; but he stated plainly 
unmistakedly that he was in favour 
e amendment moved by the honor- 
ble member for Hume. It will be a 
arkable thing, although not more re- 
ur able than some things I have seen 
pen im this House, if the honorable 
oti for Grampians and.the honorable 
Bber for Swan (Mr. Prowse) are found 
'y to support an amevidment which 
he very negation of the views they 
pi eoned ae few. hours ago. 


: - JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta—- 
asurer) [1@:44].—T shall not take long 
I wish to say one or two words. The 
iorable member for West Sydney (Mr. 
an) has for the last fifteen minutes 
indulgimig in a. piece of theatrical 
onading such as we are accustomed 
1¢ him indulge in, and all the while 
ing clear the one fact. that the ‘* bot- 
has fallen out’’ of his littla scheme 
ight. If one thing is clearer than 
her it. is that fact and né wonder 
rages. like the. Bull of Bashan, and 
hes himself and attempts to thresh 
rs imte a fury; but the one thing 
en all over his effort is absolute 
' Sage grea ospeiga Fhat i is the out- 


But 
I were a ‘betting man, L would 
sorted a, &. isch that when 


his. 5 world, that 1 is certain. i am sure 
weil Suiesisic all the kindly oon 
on which has been exhibited towards 

by the honorable member for West 
ney (Mr. Ryan), who has pitied them 
ase of their inexperience of political 
_ Really, they are a lot of simple- 
cing persons in the Corner. But may 
iggest to the honorable member for 
Sydnev that eae oe quite as 


‘than am independent judgment. ' 


If thaws be: cincade rout titi, 


cle ae eS 


ue 





Me 
this Corner who will not be curs by 
either of you. 


Su JOSEPH COOK.—I am tei gure 
of that. I think my honorable friend will 
say that during his twenty years’ experi- 
ence of me I have never attempted to fool — 
him. It igs immaterial to me,how he votes — 
upon this question; 


vouring to persuade him to exercise other - 
iL am not 
going to leeture him as he has been. eee 
tured by the honorable member for West 
Sydney. { am not going to tell him that 
I am disposed. to pity him and the other 
members of his party, and to look down 
upon them with kindly feelings. LI shall — 
not indulge in. amy such ‘‘ tripe.’’ I shall 
leave that. to my honorable friend oppo- 
site, who is such a past-master at the 
business, but who to-night has cut a very 
sorry fiowre indeed. His trouble is not 
the members of the Country party 
e bemg dragged at our heels, as he put 
i "hat that they are not being dragged ab 
the heels of his patty. He thought that — 
his own party were going to score to 
night. 
Mr. Parken Motonsy.—What did the” 
honorable gentleman de ta prevent us 
scoring ? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK. __f. will tell the” 
honorable member. J will tell honorable 
members exactly what we have hig ses 
to-night, in order that there may be no- 
misunderstanding about it. We have told» 
the House plainly that we are going fo 
extend the mail services in the interior of 
this country We are going tospend money 
more generously with a view to doing — 
that. We have further promised—al 
these things have been said betore, but 
honorable members opposite have bean. $0 
obsessed with a desire to get a political — 
party advantage out of this debate that — 
they did not listen to the statements which 
have been made—that the new services. 
this year will be reviewed, and any excep- 
tional. ease of hardship will be treated 
fairly. That is a distinct promise; 
and the honorable member for Hume (Mr. — 
Parker Moloney) heard-me make 1%, ai 


though he has denied 1 half- a-dozen. times in a 


to-night. i 
Mr. Parrer ‘hiatus tie: ae ‘that t 
did not hear the onan at make 


7 
pee 


MoWatvset Thar: are men an’: 


but. I hope that he f 
will acquit me of any intention of endea- 



























































‘i oppressed mail contractor in the country 
that he is after, but the scalp of this Go- 
-yernment. If he ean use our mail con- 
- tractors to attain his object, they will 
prove just as good a stick as will anything 
else. Anybody could see the grin which 
was written all over his face to-night at 

. the turn which events had taken, 
_ Another promise which we have made is 
that we shall do our best to im- 
_ prove the telephonic services in coun- 
try areas. We shall get telephones 
anywhere that we can get them, and if 
honorable members opposite know where 
_ telephone material can be obtained, I in- 
vite them to give us the information. I 
invite the honorable member for Hind- | 
marsh (Mr. Makin), who has said that he 
is an engineer, and who has made assever- 
ations as to the qualities of steel that can 
be produced here, to come along with that 
steel, and we will try and use it 
in the ‘manufacture “of telephones. 
Does he think that we are doing 
what we can to prevent these ser- 
vices being extended to the people? 

Why should we? Does a Government in- 

vite adverse criticism if that criticism 
can be honestly avoided? The supposition 
underlying all the arguments advanced 

_ by honorable members opposite is that the 

Government are asst of fools who court ad- 

verse criticism. I challenge the honorable 

_ member for Hindmarsh to bring along the 
materials of which he has spoken. He 
says that they are here. Let him bring 
_them along, and the Government, if it can 
use them, will buy them at a reasonable 
_ price. The Government wish to purchase 
materials and to install telephones. 

want them for my electorate, and every 
other honorable member wants them fot 
his electerate. We have the money with 
which to purchase them, and if honorable 
members can furnish these materials they — 
are acting a faithless part to this country 
if they do not bring them along. | 

Mr. Manony.—Is it not the duty of 
the Postal Department to make these ar- 
LES capt eds , 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—What arrange- 
ments ! t 

Mr. Manony.—To see that telephones 
are provided. 

‘Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Of course it is. 
Tt is the duty of the Government to get . 
| telephones out of the ground. Only we 

- eannot do it. 
ee ‘3 peule member for waar cre 





4 








I am sure that the honor- 
cnomate 4, 


Sir JOSEPH COOK-—It is Age the 


ment to my own side of the | 





Mtr Makin), and the ho 
ber for Hume (Mr. Parker 
can doit. But we cannot d i 
do our best to get this telephon 
and to see that the benefit « 
tended to the interior of this 
We shall do all that we have 
to-night as far as that is humanly 
Do I make myself clear? 
Opposition MzemBers.—No, 
Sir JOSEPH COOK. —Then 
content myself with ea : 


to understand of 

Mr. GABB (Angas) 10.5: 54 
gratulate the honorable member f 
(Mr. Parker Moloney) ‘upon 
submitted his amendment. 
early stage of the debate 
the attitude of Ministers 
turn up their noses and — 
effect, ‘“ Do as you hke.”’ But : 
cussion proceeded, their airing 


peared, so that I am _ convi: 
the time that has been 
to this matter 


In regard to dtowands 3 strx 
I do hope that a larger pi Ai 
£76,000 will be provided. There 
thousands of allowance offices 
tralia, and the amount I have 
will not go very far when it is distri 
amongst so many officials. The Tr 
(Sir Joseph Cook) spoke of the 
Bashan. But whilst there may ha 
a roar which reminded one | 
-Bulls of Bashan, there _ : 


and there was a bleat front 4 
over there. Like the honorabl 
for West Sydney (Mr. Ryan), 
the electors of Australia could ha 


special eae near Hani i 
with members of the Country p 
ing with them. I have ssi 


ee) 


BEES of the House, but Ir 
my own éyes. I saw the ( 
Whips and the Treasurer — 
with several members of 1 
party. As the evening 
there was a group of five’ 3 
bers ee ey coe in the 










ere pulled up, cd went out, and a meet- 
eo of some kind was held ‘outside. Tn 


w to He fetiied to reverse his sede. 
4 iginally he supported the honorable 


d now he is voting with the hon- 
able member for Dampier (Mr. 
regory), a complete change of front. 
hen the Treasurer talked. of nnder- 
a Scr engineering and political trickery, 














Baty Harty to assist us in ousting ihe 
overnment, we should be less rough in 
tr methods. Last time we attacked the 


> sav how ‘ie haa decided to gO. Ys 
*camnot accuse us of having driven them 
nto the arms of the Government. 


“Mr. Jowzrr—Will the honorable 
ember allow me? | 


y ‘Mr. GABB. —At the present time Tam 
not prepared to allow the honorable mem- 
ber anything. I know how he spoke on 


+ Aton Hume, and if he does not support the 
amendment by his yote, I shall know 
_ that my surmise in regard to the Caucus 


meeting of his party is correct. If, or 















oh Pics 2 shall think him Vas to put in- 
' e, should he 








Heated, from a constituent to- Pie: Tt was 
written from South Australia on the 28rd 


if of the Point Pass Vigilance Association 

the matter of increased postal — facilities, 
vhich I hope are not all reserved for the dis- 
ricts of the members on the other side. _ Be- 
ore the advent of the train we had a a daily 
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mail by road. At first we had a daily train 
and mail. Since the train only goes alter- 
nate days we only get a mail on those days. 
The most we have been able to get is that the 
bags go as far as Eudunda, on the other days, 
and we may send in for them and the papers. 
We suppose that the postal authorities are 
keeping the telephone and telegraph revenue in 


mind. 


The honorAble member for Barker (Mr. 
Livingston), the hondrable member for 
Wakefield (Mr. Richard Foster), and the 
honorable member for Wilmot (Mr. At 
kinson) seem to be thoroughly satisfied 
that they have been able to get from the 
Postal Department all that they have 


asked for. 


Mr. Arxnyson.—I did not say so. 


Mr G: ABB. — I have found the De- 
puty Postmaster-General of South’ Aus- 
tralia a gentleman to deal with, but J 
have not had 50 per cent. of my requests 


ranted. 


Mr, Arxinson.—No one hg said that 
he has got all that he asked for. 


Mr. GABB.—The 


honorable member 


for Barker said that there was only one 
thing more that he wanted. That is nob 
my experience. To send from Point Pass 
to Sadands for mails and papers means 
to send a distance of about seven miles. 

If the Country party ‘think that that is 
proper treatment for our hamlets and 
villages, I do not agree with them, and if 
they keep in power the Government that 
is responsible for this treatment of country 
residents, they will find that the people 
who sent them here are disappointed in 


them. 


Question—That the words proposed to 
be omitted from Mr. Parker Moloney’s 
proposed amendment stand part thereof 


(Mr. Grecory’s amendment 


House divided. 
Ayes 
Noes 


Majority 


‘Charlton, M. 
Cunningham, L, L. 
Fenton, J. E. 
Gabb, J. M. 
Hill, W. C. 
Jowett, E. 
Lavelle, T. J. 
Lazzarini, bie BEY 2 
Mahony, W. G. 
Makin, N. J. O. 
Maloney, Dr. 


\—put. 
Segene e 
31 
meet, 
AYES, 
: Mathews, J. 


‘The 


MeWilliams, W. J. | 
Moloney, . Parker ee 


Ryan, olsen 


Stewart, P. G. 


Watkins, D. 

West, J. BE. 

Wienholt, A. 
Tellers: 


McGrath, D. C 


Riley, E 
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‘4 Noss. Parrs. 

_» Atkinson, L. 3room, L. FE. Wiatt,, WA: _{ Anstey, F. 
Bayley, «: G. Jackson, D. S. Bowden, E. K. Blakeley, A s 
Bell, G. Lamond, Hector Rodgers, A. S. Nicholls, S$, Rog 
Blundell, ei B. Livingston, J. Lister, J. H. Page, James . a 
Bruce, S.-M. Mackay, G. H: Higgs, W. G. Catts, J. He 


- Chapman,’ 


Cameron, LB AR GS 


Austin 
Cook, Sir Joseph 
Cook, Robert 
Corser; KE, B.C. 
Foster, Richard 
Fowler, J. M. 
Francis, F, H. 
Gibson, W. G.. 
Greene, W. M. 
Gregory, H. 


Anstey, F. 
Blakeley, A. 
Nicholls, S. R. 


Page, James 
Catts, J. H. 


Mevonald, C. 
Brennan, F. 
Tudor, F. G. 
Considine, M. P. 


‘Mahon, 4H. 





Marks, W. M. 
Marr, ‘C,. W.-C. 
Maxwell, G. A. 
Poynton, #A. 
Prowse, J. H. 


| Ryrie, Sir Granville 


Smith, Laird 
Wise, G. H. 
Tellers: 
Burchell, R. J. 
Story, W. H. 


PAIRS, 


} 


Watt, W. A. 
Bowden, E. K. 
Rodgers, A. S. 
Lister, A fe Es 
Higgs, W. G. 
Best, Sir Robert 
Fleming, W. M. 
Hughes, W. M. 
Bamford, F. W. 
Hay, A. 


Question so resolved in the negative. 
Question—That the words proposed to 


Corser, E. B.C. 
Foster, Richard / 
Fowler, J. M. 
Francis, eS Ea, 
Gibson, W. G. 
Greene, W. M. 
Gregory, H. 
Groom, L, E. 


Charlton, M. 
Cunningham, L. L. 
Fenton, J. HE. 


 Gabb, J. M. 
Hill, W.-C. 


Lavelle, T. J. 
Lazzarini, H. P. 
Mahony, Ww. G. 
Makin, N. J. 0. 
Maloney, Dr. © 
-Mathews, J. 


Wise, 
| 


Prowse, J. H. 
Ryrie, Sir Granville 
Smith, ‘Laird 

eG 


Tellers: 
Burchell, R. J. 
Story, W. A. 


NOES. 


MeGrath, D. C. 
MeWilliams, W. J. 
Moloney, Parker 
Ryan, T. J. 
Stewart, P. G. 
West, J. E. 
Wienholt, A. . 


Tellers: 


Riley, E: 


Watkins, D. . 


| 
| 


be inserted in Mr. Parker Moloney’s 
proposed amendment be so inserted (Mr. 
Gregory's amendment) — put. The 
House divided. 
Ayes 32 
‘Noes 20 
Majority 12 
| AYES. 
Atkinson, L. Jackson, D. S. 
Bayley, J. G. Jowett, E: 
Bell, G. J. Lamond, Hector 
Blundell, i a eal Livingston, J. 
Bruce, S. M. Mackay, (ie 
Cameron, 1b i Marks, W. M. 
Chapman, Austin Marr, ©. W: °C, 
Cook, Sir Joseph Maxwell, G. A. 
Cook, Robert . Poynton, A. 


(Formal). 

















Best, Sir Robert 
Fleming, WwW. M. 


MeDonald, C. 
Brennan, cae 


Hughes, W. M. Tudor, BG. ae 
Bamford, F. W. Considine, M. B 
Hay, A. Mahon, H. 


Question so resolved in the affirmé 
Amendment of the amendment o 
to. 
Amendment, as amended, agrees 
Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parram 
Treasurer) [11.14].—Under sg 
order No. 241 I move— Ria i, ite 
That the words “Mr. Speaker do snow leave 4 i 
the chair” be left out. boa 
Mr. Ryan.—Shall I be in one in 
moving an amendment upon that am Sp 
ment with a view to inserting fu 
words ? 7 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon, es i 
M. Chanter)—Until the amendment ug 
before the House has been aor of the 


sendin awe 


Mr, RYAN (West Sydney) [11. fh ae ? 
I think that the words proposed to be ~ 
‘omitted should stand in order to make — ha 
the motion read as ridiculous as is the 

action of those responsible for it. I should — iy 
like to see the House make some record 
of its disapproval of the continued exist- 
ance of the War Precautions Act and . 
the regulations thereunder. More par- “sh 
ticularly am I concerned with the ex- q 
penditure of money under statutory rule 
No. 119 of 1920. That rule amends the. 
War Precautions Shipping Regulations : ne 
1918, and was laid on the table on 
the 5th August, 1920. It provides © for ‘ 
authorizing the defraying of losses in | 
connexion with the requisitioning of shi aia 


















wud it vepoale she previous War Precau- : 
tions Shipping Regulations which specii 
cally* prohibited expenditure by the Go- 
vernment out of Consolidated Revenue of yan 
money in connexion with losses that migh a “a 
be incurred iia the requisitioning of + Sus 
ships on the coast. I should like to know eA 

upon what grounds the Government re- 

pealed the previous regulation and mad 
the statutory rule which I am now d ys 
cussing. I desire also an pee fa i 


~~ 






















































the. Pe Gis of ‘this ee 
o doubt was required by the 
General, losses which should be 
perly borne by the shipping companies. 
‘Sir JosepH Coox.—I rise to order. I 
jubmit that the only question the honor- 
le 2 member may ee at this iat 18 


e Hiab member may not ices 
11} other matter. | 

"Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. J. 
pe hanter) .—The point of order taken 
ae 5 the Treasurer is that the honor- 
‘ble member for West Sydney (Mr. 
in) is not in order in discussing 
ral grievances upon the amend- 
1b to the amendment, namely, the 
sion of the words, “Mr, Speaker 
ow leave the ohaie under standing 
rder 241.” The honorable member for 
fest Sydney will not be in order in 
AG ntinuing his remarks. The Chair has 
very, lenient in allowing a somewhat 
neral debate upon the amendment 
ved ‘by the honorable member for 
Hume (Mr. Parker Moloney) and the 
subsequent amendment moved by the 
es ho orable member for Dampier (Mr. 
Ir ex0ry), but the general debate under 
ae order le 1s now over. The 


iment! SPEAKER. — The 
e fo now before the Chair is— 


Phat the House approves of the proposals of 
ostmaster- General to further liberalize the 
- and telephone facilities in country dis- 
Mr. Speaker do now leave the chair. 


ea has ‘proposed to omit the 
ae eee ee: do now leave the 









ie that to. me 
—Shall. I be able to soe 


that telephone facilities in the cities have 
ay poe see much venleues, and there 





Mr. DEPUTY » SPEAKER. — That, 
will depend upon the subject the honor 
able member desires to discuss, 5 
Amendment agreed to. Go a 
Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) [11. 25] — é 
T am not prepared to agree to the Sabedasittal 
as amended, and I now move— WER, 
That the following words be added and: i‘ 
is of opinion that no money should be expended — 
from the Consolidated Revenue Fund under 
authority of statutory rule 119 of 1920 amend- 
ing the War Precautions Shipping Regulations 


of 1918, which was laid upon the table of ihe * 
House on the 5th August, 1920. 











ae 


Sir Josspx Coox.—On a point of order, 
I submit that the honorable member can- 
not intervene with a proposal of that 
kind. In the first place it has no relev- 
ancy to the question now before the — 
House. In the second place the honorable | 
member has a specific motion on the 
notice-paper relating to this very matter. 
Mr.’ DEPUTY. SPEAKER, — The o 
amendment is not in order. Bis 
Mr. RYAN.—I am very sorry, sit, 
that you should have ruled my amend- 
ment out of order, and I am ue 
that the Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook), . 
should have endeavoured to get it ruled 
out of order. oe 
Sir Josep Coox.—I remind the hon- 
orable member that it is half-past 11 _ 
o’ clock. Wo aes oe 
Mr. RYAN.—I remind the honorable 
gentleman that he may move to ‘‘ gag ”” 
me if he likes. i 
Sir JosepH Coox.—I do not wish to do 
SO. 
Mr, RYAN.—TIt is quite within ee 
honorable gentleman’s right to move that — 
I be no further heard. I am surprised 
that the honorable gentleman, who is in 
a position to give information on the — 
question I have raised, has not taken ad- . 
vantage of the opportunity to do so, I. 
understand from the ruling, which I do i 
not wish to dissent. from, that I am con- 
fined to dealing with postal matters, 
Sir Josrepu Coox.—I hope the honor- — 
able member will believe that I am here ~ 
to do just what he thinks I ought to do. | 
I hope that will be clearly understood. __ 
Mr, RY AN.—I clearly understand that, a 
and I hope the right honorable gentle 
man will carry out any wishes I express. 
The motion now before honorable mem-— 
bers deals with the granting of postal — 
facilities in country districts. I thin 
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pen 


Supply 


should be something in the motion which 
will convey to the Postmaster-General 
and the Government the desire of honor- 


_-Jable members that telephonic communi- 


cation in the cities should also be im- 


“proved. AT 
Prowsz.—The honorable member 


Mr. 
thinks of that very late in the evening. 

Mr. RYAN.—No, I have waited until 
‘the proper time. 

Sir Josepnx Coox.—May I make an ap- 
peal to the honorable member? ; 

Mr. RYAN.—The matter will not take 
very long to decide. 
able members should take the opportunity 
to convey to the Treasurer, and also to 
the Postmaster-General, that we desire 
that’ telephone facilities in the cities 
should be improved. 

Sir JosrpH Coox.—The honorable 
member is punishing the House at this 
time of the night. 

Mr. RYAN.—I am not punishing the 
House. I tell the honorable gentleman 
that this matter will only take a few 
minutes. 

™ Sir Josppa Coox.—There are not a few 
minutes to spare... Honorable members 

cannot catch their trains now : 

Mr. RYAN.—If the right honorable 
gentleman will give me an assurance that 
the matter I refer to will be attended to, 
and will accept an amendment, I have no 
wish to further delay the House. 

Sir JosepH Coox.—What matter? 

Mr. RYAN.—The matter of the im- 
provement of telephonic communication in 
the cities. We know that there are at 
least 10,000 telephones short in the cities. 
I know that there are firms in Sydney 
that have telephone instruments, but the 

'Postmaster-General’s Department is not 
taking advantage of the opportunity to 
purchase them. 

Sir Joseva Coox.—Now that the hon- 
orable member has played his little part 
he wants to get back to the city. He 
never sald a word about the city all 
night. 

Mr. RYAN. —_No, because I wished the 
discussion to be confined to the one sub- 

. ject. 

3 Sir Josern Cook. __Why ? Because the 
honorable member wished to leave the 
birdlime alone. 

“Mr. RYAN.—The party on this side 
stands for the interests of the producers 
and the consumers. It stands not only 
for country but for city interests. The 


44 motion. as it now stands, PRU OVE. of Mic 
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I think that honor-. 


Postmaster- General : 


expresses the hone that he i pei 
Motion (by Sir Josepx Coo 


posed— 


That the question be now put. 
Question put. 


Ayes_ 


Noes 


Majority 


: Atkinson, L, 


Bayley, J. G. 
Bell, G. J. 
Blundell, R. P. 
Bruce, 8. M: 
Cameron, D, C. 
Chapman, Austin 
‘Cook, Sir Joseph 
Cook, Robert 
Corser, E. B. C. 
Foster, Richard 
Fowler, J. M. 
Gibson, W. G. 
Greene, W. M. 
sregory, H. 
Groom, L. E. 


. Jackson, D. §. 


Charlton, M. 


Cunningham, L. L. 


Fenton, J. E. 
Gabb, J. M. 
Hill, W. 0: 
Lavelle, T. J: 


(Formal). : 


The House | di 


AYES. 





_| Smith, Laird 


NOEs. 


West, J. E. 


: ‘further  e 



















(Jowett, H, 9G 
Lamond, Hector — 
Livingston, J. 
Mackay, G. H 
Marks, W. M. | 
Marr, C. W. G, 
Maxwell, G. 
Poynton, A. 
Prowse, J. oy 
Ryrie, Sir Gr 


oe: 


Wienholt ae 
Wise, G. ae 


Tellers: 
hire: W. H. 


Moloney! Park : 


| Watkins, On 






Lazzarini,, H..P. { Tellers: ce 
McGrath, D. ©. Mahony, W. @ ; 
Makin, N. J. O. ‘| Riley, E. . 


Pars. #3 


Watt, We A. 
Bowden, E, K. 
Rodgers, A. 8. 
Lister, J. H. 
Higgs, W. G. 
Best, Sir Robert 
Fleming, W. M. 
Hughes, W. M. 
Bamford, F. W, 
Hay, A 

Francis, F. H. 


Question so resolved in the affirn mi 
Amendment agreed to. iota 
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